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FOUNDER'S

GDCI Recognizes
Leaders
at Founder's Day

Ceremonles’

A highlight of GOCI's 1975 Semi-
Annual Meeting in Omaha was the
October 2 SPIREE OF ‘56 founders
Day Lincheon. The program, <o
chaireal by GOCH Past Presidents
C . Kallemyand G B Reed, fr., was.
dedicated to the SPIRIT OF 56
which witnessed the founding of
Cypaum Drywall Cantractors intes
national and to the recogaition of
those industry leaders ln whom
this spirit evoked the wisdom and

which nuitied the oegan-
?:’alll and growth of Gypsum Dry-
Wwall Contractors Intermational

Keynote speaker at the luncheon
was Apriew | Watl, whane timely
remarks are published on this page.
following Watt's address, GOCI
Chaisman of the floard Hetbert S
Relisenfeld and President T
Vogle presented plaques 10 those
founders and industry leaders
whose names, by Resolution. were
Insenbedinthe GUCH L of § ame.

Concluding the program was a
tound 1able discussion during
which the founders and feaders
present were invited 1o share their
kbeas about the SPIRIT OF *56 and
s continuing vital 1ole in the
wrowth and peogress of COCH and
the Drywall Industry

Andrew ). watt

Andiew | Watt, Executive Vice
President of United States Gypsum
Company. juined 135G as a sates
manages in 1938 Dunng Workd
War 1) he served in the US Air
Force until 1945 when he returned
0 USG as a paimt satesman in
the Pintsburgh district  Alter pes
foeming in a aumber of sates and
marketing positions, he served as
Vice President of Morchandising,
Vice President of Advertising and
Promotion, Vice President of Mar
keting and as Seniow Vice Prest
dent In 1962 he was clectid 10 the
Board of Directors amd in 1%9 he
was designated an Executive Vice
President

Watt Is a direcior of AP Green
Rgfractaries  Company,  Mexico,
Missouri, and Kinkead tidusteies.
inc., Chicago, Minais, both U S G
subsidiarles He is past president
of the American Hardboard Asso-
clation and the Gypsum Associa
tion

GOCt Founder's Day
Luncheon Message
0Omaha (Nebraska) Hiiton,
October 2, 1975

1 have bren tequested 1o keep
the timing of this tatk oa the shaet
side af 20 minutes, and the dwee
tion of it pointed to the “Spirit of
6

1 is not possible
invitalion o Lo nwe

» accept this
this request
without some reservations for
some of us looking backward 1o
1956 contld be nostalgic, and with
nastalgia as a teat the whale thing
could turn Into a seemon

tn that conncction tam ie
minded of a rather aged lady who
had been a tong time nw
het community at her (hurch
Aftesthe service one Sunday morn
ing she shook hands with the mun
ister and commentael, “That was a
wonderful sermon--just wonder
Jul Everything you said applics
10 soumeonc § know

My tondest hope would be that
each of you would take what 1 am
gOINR 10 say more personally than
the aged lady. but even il | lcad
you 1o think it is good for mhers |
will have fulfilled pant of my pur-

e
To set the stage Lintend to quate
in pant hrom a speech | was privi-
legesd 10 scad some time ago | do
not want to be accused of plaglace
ism sodwill tell you that the speech
was made by Walter B Wiiston,
Chauman ol the Tirst National
City Corporation, in Febevary of
1974
“Anyone in our society whose
eyesight and hearing are not Lo
Lally bmpaired is likelyto befieve
that we are on a collision course
with Domasday  Certainly the
encigy shortage has produced no
scarcity in the shetoric of crisis
Considering the amount of
and space devoted o predic tions
of impending disaster. it would

apprar that the media have
sought to valdate a variation
of Gresham's law  Bad news
drives out good

“The compulsion.. to tura
every scsap of bait news into a
Tull blown crisis distints our pes
spective 1t acglicts Lo semind
use that toubles may be news,
they are by 0o means new.
negative emphasis ignores
the dedisive sole of human in-
RENUtY in A free soiely

“Prophets of doon CERYES
ond weakness They Lail to ap.
preciate man's inherent abil
1o adinst and bnovote The it
Bh cconamist Thenas Mul‘hut
predicted in 1798 that the im-
balance between population
growth and food production
winld cause the worlil to starve
todeath The doomsayers called
it Malthus lron law As Lime has.
proved. it was neither t "
faw. Like many of our current
ctop of transiemt experts. Mal
thus lell into the oldest 1rap of
all in the prognostication gamie.
e underestimated everyone's
intelligence but his own, he was
incapable of imagining that out
of the Industrial Revolution
would come reapers. threshers,
combines and tracuws Yte did
not foresce the eca of cheap en-
etgy Nox did be envision chemi-
cals and ledtihizers creating such
abundance that {oolish govern-
ments would pay (armers not to
cuftivate the soil

“A third faul accounts for
the inability of the doomsayers
accurately to predict what will
happen. They cling 1 the behiel
that there are acceptind abso.
lutes in a world of rapidly chang
ing value systems As the Frem by
et Paul Valery, put it we often
tenel to be marchiog backwacd
Mo the future

Examples abound A Presiden
tial commission apponted by
Heebert Hooves in 1929 later ve

ported to franktin D. Roosevelt
on how 10 plot our course
thiough 1952 The repot was in
13 vohmes prepared hy 500 ‘e
searchers * The summary re-
quired 1600 pages Yol (here
was not a woed alsout atomie
energy. et propualsion, antly-
OUCS, transistars oF many othe
sigmificant developments  The
Wasthds Fare of 1919, which wa

dedicated 1o the World of 1o

morrow, nat only Taded to sug
&5t any of these advances, but
didd aen even entedtain the wea
ol space travel Herman Kahn's
S on the year 2000 never men
tioned pollution, aor was 1y

any reat emphasis on the encrgy
shirtage. The people who have
come closest to predicling the
future are some of the science
liction writers,  unencumbered
by elaborate rescarch o pres
HRIOws commitices, but with thy
comage 1o dream. Jules Verne's
wild imagination proved 1o be
more prophetic than the calcu
lations ol Malthus

“Qur laterday Malthusians,
whose forecasts are often digni
fied with computer print.outs,
which substitute for ox entrails
in modern dav occult predic-
tion, appear oblivious to the fact
that man, given the proper in
centive and lreedom to act. has
repeatedly  found  substitutes
for dwindling materials The
United States was denied 90 per.
cent of its sources of naturat
subler during Warld Wac it but
techaological ingenuity created
syathetc eubbey wineh 1s nisw
more widely and flexibly used
than the natural product One
of the most common substances
in the world is hauxite, but i
was not regarded as moch of an
asset until the way to make
aluownum was perdected Coal
was ol even consklered a e
source before the Steam Age.
noe was uranium highly valied

beline the Atomic Age Since the
Industreal Revoltion, rewources
have grawn exponentially, step
by step. with man's abulity to
apply liesh 1echnology 10 his
needs These experiences of yes-
terday are relevant today. 1 dao
sot assert that history repeats
stsell, Int offes 2 geminder that
the human story dhd not begin
with Zeday’s crisis

“Inergy 15 o exception Few
An seoweanbes that
fonu 1 ime of the Amencan
Revohion antl the Covil Wag,
or source of antsbaclal gt
g was the whale od Lamp No
o

m

shonld have needid a Con.
gressional commission to qwe
dict that the supply of whale
o1l coulit not forever keep pace
with the demand of 3 greomng
naton

The teagedy of our Civil War
distned whate ot production
and ity pce shot up to 3255 a
gallon, atmost double what
had beenn 1859 Naturally there
were cnes of profiteening and
demands (ar Congress 10 ‘da
sometlhing abour it* The gov
etnment. however. made no
move fa ration whale oif o 1o
freeze s price, on 10 it a new
1ax on the ‘excess prolis’ of the
whalers who were beneflting
from the increase in prices to-
stead. prices wore perowtted to
wse The result, then as now,
was prediciable Consumens I
& 160 use less whate ol aml
the whaslers anvested maore
MONCY 06w ways 10 increase
therr productivity Meanwinle
men with vision and caprtal be-
g o devolop kesosene and

other prtroleum prodincts The
st peactical generator for oat

w1875 Iy 1N the prce ol
whate ait had deoppest 16 43
cents a gallon Whale ol lamps
were no longer in vogue. they
sit now 1 museums (o remind

n




