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FROM: STAFF INDUSTRIAL HYGIERIST, PRODUCTS HMEALTH & SAFETY

10: SEE ATTACHED DISTRIBUTION LIST
SUBJECT: RECORDKEEPING OF ASBESTOS-RELATED ILLNESSES
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Recardkeeping Guidelines

In June 1989 an expanded HS&E Procedures for Injury and Illness Record-
keeping was issued for use by field locations. 1t described the recom-
mended approach to recording asbestos-related ilinesses.

Corporate Medical i{s conducting an ongoing review of chest X-rays having
changes consistent with asbestos~related iliness. A number of these cases
are recordable. The following will aszist uniform recordkeeping of these

cases,

«~w YWhen Corporate Medical ¢onfirms a finding of asbestos-related
disease, locations will be notified in writing.

-~ Such diagnoses are to be recorded in Column 7b on the log sheet
{"Dust diseases of the lung"). {[See HSSE Procedure, page 5.3

-~ For active employees, the case should be iogged on: 1) the date
of initial diagnosis, or 2) if absence from work sccurred before
diagnosis, the first day of the absence atiributable to that ili-
ness, [Rationale is based on the back of the 85HA 200 log sheet,
page 9 of BLS-86, and page 5 of the HS&E Procedure.}

For most cases, the confirmation by forporate Medical will rgpre-
sent the date of initial diagmosis. 1% is Corporate Medical's
opinion that generally a prior X-ray alone would not constitute
in{tial diagnosis. However, there may be situations where a diag~
nosis had been rendered previously (and documented in the medical
file}, but not recorded on the log.

--  For retired or terminated employees {where the {llnegs is disco-
vered within five years of retirement or termination}, the date of
posting would be “the date of initial diagnosis, last date of em-
ployment if the date of diagnosis is not kngwn, or the first date
of absence from work atiributable to the i1lness -~ whichever is
eariiest”. {See pages 23 and 30, 8-4 of BLS.}
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Corporate Medical indicates that their review of chest X~rays will con-
tinue into mid-1990.

Additional Information

While comparisens between Jocations are difficult to make due to differ-
ences in the number of asbhestos program participants, and the status of
submitting X«rays to Corporate Medical for revisw, the following cbserva-
tions may be of interest,

«w A% the end of 1988 there were a total of 1,577 employees “ever" in
the Shell Ashestos Medical Suryveiilance Program, .

--  OF the 1,577 employees there were 1,117 active employses in the pro-
gram. The great majority of these employess were from Manufacturin
{1,000+), with DPMC having the largest number of participants (600+).

-~  Approximately 135 X.rays were identified by 8 readers for further
review by Corporate Medical.

-« Of 112 X-rays reviewed through December 13, 1983, 56 were highlighted
for recording on the OSHA tog.

Number X-rays X~rays Confirmed
tocation Reviewed by (M by (M*
Norco 17 8
Jeer Park 15 13
Sewaren 1 i
Belpre .3 1
Wood River 29 9
Anacortes - -
Martinez 44 24
gdessa - -
Wiimington 2 -
Jaft - -
teismar - -
Metairier - -
As of 12/13/89: 112 58

* X-rays were found to support a finding of usilateral or bila-
teral pleural plaques, pleural calcification, possibie pleural
plague{s}, or asbestosis or possible asbestoesis.

If you have any questions concerning this, please give me a cail,

P ? Aoder
P, J. Snyder
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GISTRIBUTION LIST

MANUFACTURING LOCATIONS

ANACORTES REFINERY
MANAGER, HEALTH, SAFETY AND ENVIRONMENT

BELPRE PLANT
. HEALTH, SAFETY AND ENVIRCNMERT

DEER PARK MANUFACTURING COMPLEX
MANAGLR Y HEALTH

GETSMAR PLANT
WANRGER, HEALTH, SAFETY AND ENYIRGRMENT

MARTINEZ MANUFACTURING COMPLEX
i s HEAL NB S Y

NORCO MANUFACTURING COMPLEX
s LTH AND SAFETY

ODESSA REFINERY
WARAZER, HEALTH, SAFETY AND ENVIRONMENT

TAFT PLANT
SR, SAFETY REPRESENTATIVE

WILMINGTON MANUFACTURING COMPLEX
MANAGER, HEALTH AND SAFETY

YOOR RIVER MANUFACTURING COMPLEX
MANAGER, MEALTH AND
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