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E sso  R esea rch  and E ng in eer ing  Com pany
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L inden, New J e rse y

D ear  D octo r  Eckardt:

In connection  with the w ork w hich we a re  doing fo r  E sso  R esea rch  and 
E n g in eer in g  Com pany, it  has o ccu r red  to m e to look  into w hether o r  not 
any sp e c if ic  o r  g en era l form  of ag reem en t ob ta in s, I do not find that  
such is  the c a se , and w hile the m a tter  m igh t be i*egarded a s  a m ere 
fo rm a lity , in v iew  o f the p r o fe ss io n a l re la t io n sh ips  that e x is t  betw een 
o u r se lv e s  and m em b ers of you r  s ta ff , I b e liev e  that som e type of w r itten 
a g reem en t is d es ira b le  as betw een  your a d m in is tra t iv e  heads and o u r s .

T here a re  two p o s s ib i l i t ie s  in th is regard ; one that of a g en era l a g reem en t 
which would cover  a l l  o f our a c t iv i t ie s  on beh a lf of your o rgan iza tion , and 
the e th er  that of a sp e c if ic  ag reem en t in  con n ection  with each p ro jec t. It 
m a tte rs  l i t t le  to trie which c£ th ese  p roced u res is  em p loyed , s in c e  the 
d e ta ils  in  the sp e c if ic  in s ta n ce  would be reco rd ed  in our f i le s  and y o u rs .

With th is id ea  in m ind I am  send ing you a copy of our standard  a g reem en t. 
T h is , as you  w ill s e e , is  e ss e n t ia l ly  a sta tem en t of the p o l ic ie s  of the 
U n iversity  in th ese m a t te r s . It can be rew orded  in  o rd er  to m ee t sp e c if ic 
s itu a t ion s o r  to f it  the ta s te s  o f the le g a l r ep re sen ta t iv e s  o f sp o n so rs  o f the 
w ork , so  long as no v io len ce  is  done to the b a s ic  po l ic ie s . If you o r  your 
a s so c ia te s  and leg a l a d v iso r s  w ish  to adapt th is into generad te r m s , or i f . 
you and th ey  w ish  to u se  i t  to c o v e r  sp e c if ic  and ind iv idua l p r o je c ts , p lea se 
do so  and retu rn  s ign ed  co p ies  to m e fo r  co n s id e ra tio n , and fo r  execu tion 
by th e B oard  o f D ir ec to r  o f th e -U n iv e rs ity , If th ere  is  any q u estion  o f 
p o lic y  betw een  u s , so m e  fo rm a l a g reem en t is  c e r ta inly  n e c e s s a r y , and i f 
th e re  is  none,then  we sh a ll be-in  b e tte r  p o s it io n , p erh ap s, and ce r ta in ly 
so  fo r  the reco rd . We have b een  p resen ted  w ith le g al and p r o fe ss io n a l 
s itu a t io n s from  t im e to t im e in w hich our fo rm a l rela t io n sh ip s  have been 
brought into qu estion . In such  in s ta n ces  our fo rm a l a g reem en ts  have e s ta b ­
l ish e d  the r e sp o n s ib i l i ty  o f the U n iv e rs ity  a u th o r it ie s , and have c la r i f ie d  the 
i s s u e .  - ■

If you and you r peop le should fe e l  that no a g reem ent of e ith e r  of the typ es
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a re  d ir e c t  and sa t is fa c to r y ,as th ey  a re  in  th is in sta n ce , 
h o w ev er , the execu tion  o f a fo rm a l a g reem en t is  a s ern   ̂ » th e ir

tru e  e sp e c ia l ly  when we have to d ea l w ith in d u str ial m an agem en t o r  th e ir
1 3

tech n ica l rep resen ta t ives w ithout the he lp  o f m ed ica l p eop le .

o f f ice  a f te r  A ugust 1 un til Sep tem b er  1, so  that
I sh a ll not be back in  m y   ̂
th ere  is  no u rgen cy  about th is m a tte r

S in ce r e ly  you rs,

R obert A . K ehoe, M. D .

RAX ef

E nc.

? .  S. D r . G erarde te lephoned  m e today about the toxic  p ro p e r t ies  o f E thy l’ s 
new antiknock com pound (AK33X). We have p re lim in a ry in fo rm a tion  which  
I ¿ha.4.1 get to you when it  has been put in p roper fo r m . We a r e  a lso  engaging 
in an ex ten s iv e  in v est ig a t io n  of the com pound in i ts e l f  and in  a sso c ia t io n  vdth 
the m a te r ia ls  with which i t  w ill be fo rm u la ted  and u sed . A s I to ld  h im , and 
without supporting data a t th is t im e , th is m an gan ese  com pound is  qu ite to x ic , 
i ts  to x ic ity  being com parab le to that o f o th er  m eta]q0 ..0 r ,7an?c com pounds, 
inc lud ing te traeth y l lead . It i s ,  we b e l ie v e , som ewh at le s s  dangerous than 
TEL to hand le, but th ere  se e m s  not to be m uch ch o ice  betw een  them  i f  actua l 
exp osu re  lead in g to a b so r p t io n ,o cc u r s . In a p p ro p r ia te  v e h ic le s  the com pound 
is  ab sorb ed  fa ir ly  rea d ily  through the sk in . Our p resen t data, r e la te  to 
im m ed ia te  to x ic ity , w h ereas we a re  m uch m ore  con cern ed  about the e f fec ts 
o f p ro longed  absoi*ption o f sm a ll  q u a n tit ies . Thus w e a re  m e r e ly  undertak ing 
to p reven t any e a r ly  to x ic  ep iso d es w h ile  w e a r e  inv est ig a t in g  i ts  fu tu re poten 
t ia l i t ie s  fo r  h a rm . So long as you r p eop le hand le the m a te r ia l as th ey  would 
TEL or  ETHYL flu id , th e re  w il l be no d if f icu lty . .

R.A.K .
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