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electrical generation costs in central stations. The hlgher operatmg(
‘older steam plants accounts for many such turbines in peakingZs
Base load gas turbine generation, on the other hand, will not be as e(’;a
ally attractive until fuel costs are cut. A step in this direction haslx
development of coal-firing techniques—although technology is st&%}
experimental, one such lignite-fired gas turbine is in the tabulations
Emergency standby gas turbine sets are finding an important aflg
in large computer-controlled central stations, where a contmuous?
liable source of power is essential to automatic operatlon Since; in
these stations are oil-fired, a gas turbine standby set is a loglcal £y
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ndustrlal plant. It is generallv believed that the
#nd toward self- -generation will continue in paper

t, in food processing. There is also a trend to
er turbines to cut initial investment per kw and
prove operating efficiencv. The 1963 survey be-
“lists 25 industrial turbines installed or under

construction in the U.S. and Canada. Chart above
shows how these divide by type. Note that 539, are
condensing with automatic steam extraction for pro-
cess, space heating and hot water. A small sample of
8 overseas installations is also included. While the
turbine business is cyclic, orders last year were good
and the outlook for 1965-66 looks promising. This is
in sharp contrast with conditions just a few years ago
when ten turbines a year was a good average.
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INDUSTRIAL | . e
STEAM SYSTEMS (I8 Boilers are now equippediii

and Canada, covering a total of 226 units'ges
over 10,000 1b of steam per hr each. Total sf
erating capacity of these boilers is close

. A

Firing methods

Total hourly steam generating capacity,

thousand Ib per hr, and number of new 0il-gas combination
units surveyed at various pressures and
. o1l alone
temperatures’in the U.S. and Canada
Gas alone
————— ] €M peratures, F
Below 400- 500- 600- 700. 800- 900 &  Spregder stoker
' Pressure, psig 400 499 599 699 799 899 above
' Below 200 5700°
; lu (- Coal and bark
: t_—‘ 200-299 545 1100 40 100
1) 1 .
, ﬁ . (22) (25) { (@) 0if and bark
| 300-399 30 360
tv (1} (8)
400-499 1205 740 1580 Pulverized coal
(6) (6) (8)
40 500-599 60
\ (n Vibronng stoker
? 600-699 180 220 4540 130
i (2) 31 A7 (R )]
700.799 O and cool
800-899 1950 190
(6} (1 Exhoust ond other gas
900-999 300 500
(1) (3)
(0s ond borx, sowoust,
1000 and 2555 w000, black ilguor
above (5}
Totals, 1965 Travelng grate,cyclone,
21,925 6245 1310 1665 960 6120 238013245 pulverized coal with gos
{226) {133) (28) (13) (10} (25} (8) (9)
Totals, 1964
19,600 4400 1470 110 1210 6600 3310 2500 : '
(155} 860 (17) (3 (9 (22) (12} (6) Regorted units, /0 SN

" z.,”‘

*Total hourly steam generoting capacity, without parenthesis  GREATER FLEXIBILITY of firing equipment makes it p“‘"’“w
* *Number of units surveyed, in parenthesis the most economical fuel. Exhaust fuel is used <7 I




R J BERDER, Consulting Editor

,_wlder variety of firing equipment and controls

£l designed for anv single fuel, but rather for a
wation of fuels. This reflects the growing de-
< { owners to take advantage of anv fluctuation
LKU) to occur in the availability or price of fuel.
jMore boilers are fired with recovered heat, such
é‘blast furnace gas. CO from catalvtic operation
&d exhaust gases from a turbine or some chemical
Focess. Byproducts and waste materials are also
1%ed more frequently as fuel. in firing equipment
[‘aapted to the efficient combustion of bagasse, wood.
gwdust, coffee grounds, etc.
% Spreader type stoker, still the leader, is used
for coal as well as for some of the byproduct fuels
mentxoned Among pulverizers, it is interesting to
note an increase in the number of hammer mills.
ﬁus seems to indicate more use of pulverized coal
b“’sma ler industrial boiler installations. In the
1920 s, boilers generating as little as 50,000 1b of
geam per hr were pulverized-coal fired.
:Maximum sulfur content of fuels used is tab-
ted. Except for systems burning natural gas, this
mfbrmation shows that few boilers would be able to
mply with pollution control regulations, if “fuel
jality” rather than “ambient air” is used as the cri-
7 of atmospheric pollution. However, the num-
...of boilers now provided with dust collectors,
#ven in medium-size installations, indicates that
ore thought is being given to air pollution control.
urvey shows 39 units equipped with dust collectors,
jostly electrostatic or mechanical types.
‘Trend toward pressurized furnaces (58%; have
iem) and elimination of ID fans continues for both
igh- and low-pressure boilers.
i Corrosion. Our survey question on corrosion
rotection was not clear enough. Some assumed we
swere talking about waterside corrosion and gave
?more details on “‘internal treatment.” an item also
govered in the feedwater section. From this we
i, earned that a great many plants use $ulfite and,
fgcain as manv. amines. for waterside corrosion pro-
Mection. Others assumed this question was aimed at
Boas-side corrosion. Their answers revealed that a

admves This mav be a powder m)ected into the
armace or boiler passages. or take the form of an
Badditive for fuel oil.
& Feedwater treatment is always provided even
Bor relatively small boilers at low pressure. In most
s, a combination of several techniques is used.
. _.a as caagulation, filtration. zeolite softening and
Rdemineralizing. Particular mention was made on

Detailsof high-temperature water systems

Water Pressurizing medium
Pressure, psig Temperature, F Temperature, F
Outlet Return Steam Nitrogen
15 250 180 —_ 300
135 350 250 — 300
248 400 250 250 300
425 450 300 —_ 500

manv returns of the importance of removing silica.
Deaerating heaters are emploved whenever justified
byv size of the plant or nature of the process.

In-plant generation. A great deal of the steam

drives steam turbines to generate electricity. Higher
steam pressures and temperatures predominate in
the petroleum and chemical industries and are
slightly lower in the paper industry. Almost com-
plete independence from any outside utility connec-
tions show the high degree of reliability that has
been reached by these systems.

Mechanical drives. Many steam turbines also
drive high speed pumps or compressors. One tur-
bine, listed in the survey, provides about 18,000 hp
at 10,000 rpm for direct drive of the gas compressor
in an ammonia fertilizer plant. Steam conditions are
900 psig, 900 F. Turbine is the condensing type,
with automatic steam extraction at about 400 psi.
There appears to be a definite trend to steam turbine
drives {or high speed rotating equipment.

Topping type turbine, developed a few years
ago, is a newcomer in the paper industry. In this
tvpe of system steam extracted from a high pressure
turbine supplements steam from a lower-pressure
boiler at the throttle of a low-pressure condensing-
tvpe turbine.

Manufacturers report a substantial increase in the
use of electro-hvdraulic control svstems which make
operation of the steam turbine much more flexible.

Also gaining favor is the static excitation system,
including built-in spare capacity for both silicon rec-
tifiers and automatic regulator, with provision for
switching to spare capacity under load. Cost is not
anv higher than a comparable rotating system.

High-temperature water systems are making
progress for space heating and process. Ten installa-
tions. covering 21 units with a total heat generation
of some 1160 million Btu per hr, are included in the
survev. The HTW expansion tank is balanced with
either steam or nitrogen under pressure (see table
above)} mostly according to designer preference.
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More large boilers supply high-pressure st
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STEAM SYSTEMS Four types of dust collectors play vital ro
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Principal use

Electric generation

Standby oower

- Peaking power

Mecnanicat drive
Total energy system
Gas pump*
Processing*

*
Inteqrol gas
engine COMPressar

Full diesel
Spark-1gnihon gas
Duatl fuel

Tri-fyel

Dieset o
No 2 fuel
~

vos

Otners

OVERSEAS UNITS are used mainly for power generation. U.S.-Canada
lead in number of engines for total energy systems, mechanical drives

Type engine and fuel used

Almost twice as many engines:

Of special interest here is that of the 712 units surveyed throu:
the world, only 489, are full diesel. This is mainly due to th.
nomics and availability of natural gas. Generating electricity i
the main use, by over 70%. The fact that the total energy cc
accounts for 7% of the various uses is worth keeping an eye on.
it comes to engine capacity, size range up to 500 hp contains 2
the units surveyed. Interestingly enough, 469, of the total are
in-line type, with V-block cylinders accounting for over 28%,.
Unquestionably oil and gas engines are going through a dy
era of research and development. This year POWER readers req
us to survey more units, which are tabulated on the following
. STEVE ELONKA, Senior Associst

Total surveved

=1 US, Conado .
- Overseos Cylinder block

In-line bl 'a’m

Vee

Coposed-piston
Radial

Deita

Not indicated

0 0 20 30 ¢
Reported units,%

IN-LINE AND V-TYPE cylinder block are most popular of the fi
.+ types surveyed, aithough over 239, did not indicate type ©

0 6] 20 30 40 50
Reported units, %

Engine capacity, hp

6000-8999
5500-5999

5000-5499

4000-4499

T
. |
\ ) . 4500-4999
|
|

; : : ; 3500- 3999

' 30C0-3499
0 Q0 20 30 40 50

Reportedunits % 2500-2999

2060-2499

1500-1999

e T 1000-1499

500-999

0-499

Reported units, %

Qacaered Loits %

FULL DIESELS overseas are more than double the total in U.S.-Canada, WORK HORSE range for larger engines is 2500-2999 hp cat
no doubt because natural gas is not avarlabie in most other countries the U.S. and Canada. More of the smaller engines are U

ged C
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