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70 Concerns Here .
Cited as Polluters .

By EDWARD C. BURKS

The Department of Air Re
sources reported .yesterday 2
record crackdown on industrial . *
air polluters here with the be-|
lghming of show-cause proceeds- .
ings against 70 plants. ’

Deputy Commissioner Fred
C. Hart said the department .
was still sending out the show.. *
cause orders, whick eventually. -
will total 125. el

“We have never done anys- .
thing of this magnitude as far
as industrial polluters are con- , -
cerned,” he 'said, .

The show-cause notices in-.:
struct the violators to send -
representatives to a hearing in - .
the department ofices at 51 °
Astor Place to explain why an
order should not be issued to
“geal,” or close down, the of+

t‘endinge ment.
q frrsc batch of 70
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.City Moves Against 70 Plants
.In a Crackdown on Air Pollution

gContlnuedmmPage!,CoLs

btders. plants were cited in

every borough, including smelt-

Ing operations, dyers, asbestos
, and chemical compandes.

Most of the plants—aperated

70 separate companies——are
relatively small. But Mr. Hart
emphasized that the pollution
, inVolved was nof just smoke,
woot and but in 2 number
of cases included “exotic pol-
Jutants”~-Chemicals and fumes
that could be far more dan-
. gerous,

The department also said that
there were large plants, suchas
those - of Phelps Dodge in
Queens and U.S, Gypsum on
Staten Island, on the list of
plants not yetf officially served
with show-cause orders,

Hearings have already been

. set up through the ﬁrst week
of August.

The first hearing, yesterday
moming, involved- Nassau
Smelting and Refining Company
on Staten Island. Mr. Hart
. that as a result of the hearl eg
an agreement had been reach

with the com{mny on aschedule
for its compli ce with pollu-
tion-code regulations.

The second hearing, sched-
uled for yesterday afternoon,
was for National Dye Works,
Inc., of Ridgewood, Queens, Mr.
Hart said, but no one from the
company showed up.

detailed the chro-
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nology of the stepped-up activ-
ity against industrial polluters.

Months ago an Air Resources
Department five-man task force
headed by, Ben Radzka, and
1nc1udmg engineers and in-

rs, was set up to “iden-
tlfy the problem” and to con-
centrate on the worst industrial
offenders,

Starting last Febmary and
continuing through May the
task force mailed out no ces to
the 250 worst offenders, point-
ing out violations and giving
the campanies 30 days to com-
ply with regulations. Half of
those notified co; 1'ghecl suf-
ficiently to get off “black-
list,” according to the depart-
ment.

It is against the remaining
125 alleged offenders that the
department is now moving,
with 70 of the notices already
gent out. The new campaign
goes far beyond another meth-
od used by the department—
the issuing of a summons,
which can result tn a fine of
$25 to $200 in court.

Under the show-cause pro.
cedure, the department is em-
};owered to require 2 schedule
or compliance or issue an or-
der “sealing the equipment,”
closing it down, until compli-
ance,

In addition to Nassau Smelt-
ing and National Dye Works,
the companies that have re-
;:::Jred show-cause notices fol-
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