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21 steelworkéj’jfsl. who contracted
asbestos disease win $115 million

By STEVE OLAFSON
‘Houstorn Chwonicla

" ANGLETON — A Bragoria County
jury awarded $115.4 million to 21
steclworkers ashestos

that was used to cut pipe at the U.5.

Asbestos

Sicel plant h Biriningharn.

- ~'Earlier in the day, juvors had -
. e, I Rﬁ ] t

agreed on a: §15.6

- against the- ﬁr%m
mmﬂ“mm

. The judgment was thé nation’s
first ashestos-related jury award
ggainst a grinding-wheel manufac-
The attorney for Carborundum,
contending that jurors were

The steeiworkers did not use
while the euiting {ool

origingl plaintifis CANCET
room,
sulfer shortness of brga an
chronie

The claims of the two who died
were settled ouf of court.
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swayed
by emotion, said he probably will ap-
pany, which manufactured anlx peal the . . ;

Ses ASHESTOS on Page T4A.

“As soun as the asbestos cases
started ail their

and tried to hide. At Jeast the tobacoo

something :

headguarters 1o Pasis ang

to Brazil in the 1980s, he said
Carborundum’s attorney, Jeff

Marsh of Houston, szid he was “ab-

S0

ages, said his fellow jurors dis-
u?&tumum y
I'm the enly one that

it right,” said Katiner, i
g‘?ﬂﬁcmﬂ:ﬂqum u'mm?
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PEGAY O'HARE
» Facts
ANGLETON — A Brazoria
anty jury Thursday awarded
15 million to a group of. for-
t Alabaipa steel mill workers
xsed to an asbmos&ontaimng
nding wheel. ~
The verdict was a stunning
w to The Carborundem
mpany, which manufactured
catting wheel in question. But
: emotional i of the mas-
e award was felt far and wide
the courtroom, mown to tears
reral of the mill rs who
fered serious medical problems
‘ar bemg exposed to the

After concludmg the company
ed with gross negligence and
ilice, the jury awarded the :
dintiffs ‘a whoppmg $100 mﬂ—
i i punitive damages. 3. -
mt does not include $15 6.

10 co damaf.%es
‘arded for the: 210;?1amn s’:
ure thedical care, future’ physi-
{mpanux&n;:nt futﬁ}e mental
uish ysiﬂl pam:‘" s
Of the $100 million T, pumtwe
mages, each plaintiff was
arded an equal 4. 76 pmcm R
we, of $4.76 milion, 1 ¥ -

'meSlS&mﬂhonmcompen- .

ory damages for futurc medical
Emdpammllbesphtd:ﬁ'u—

rds
ers

Eighteen of the former mill
workers diagnosed with
will receive $850,000 sach, Three '
other plaintiffs who appear to suf-
fer s ms of the illness, bus
whose X-rays did not confirm
asbestosis, will receive $100,000
esach.

Ten of the 12 jurors agreed on

.thedecmon

Attorneys f;:r Carborundum
said the company will appeal and
ask foramew trial.

* “The heast of the case focused

on whether the company kncw the
Black Magic Diamond Wheel
contained asbestod and continued
toruse it anyway.

"Attorneys for the 21 former
steel mill workers said the men
inhaled asbestos fibers shot into
the air by the c\ming wheel and
fell victum toa “conspiracy of
silence.”

- But the defense argued there
was fo evidence to indicate the

" grinding wheel was defective or

that the men suffered from any
asb&nos-mlated diseases.

. _Plunui‘i attomey W. Mark
Lamerurgedmeﬁny to send a
message to the world. He asked
for pumitive ‘damages higher than
the recent $15.3 bilhon settlement
between Texas and the’ tobacco

industry.
“Ifapusonhllsmmom:,yun
canthmwthuninml Youmnt

03/27/98
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Trial

.IN Continued from Page 1A

do that with a corporation,” Lanier told the
jury Thursday, “What fine do you (assess)
forldﬂinghundmdsoftbmsudsofpeo-

"I have a scrions problem with compa-.
nics thal have made their money off the -
sweat of people, and at the first sign of
trouble, they go international and sell out
Aumerica,” Lamier said. “If you want io send
a global measage that is heard around the
world ... you will change the way foreign
companies do business with us, You have
all the way to
France and ail the way to Brazil.”

Defense attorney Jeffrey H. Marsh
asked that no punitive damages be
assessed, noting the $15.6 million awarded
for future medical care and suffering was
“far, far, far more than anybody ever
could've expected.”

_The jury deliberated fotonly abount 35
minutes before retnrning with its ﬁnnl

answer for pumtlve damages: $100 million.
Several jurors wept openly after the
decision was announced. -

The uxywantedwgunspmmm.'

mmoutbmngmowmous. one;um-sud
T,

JimNuwbyot‘Fmeport hemd!us
peers décided against a $1

becauge such a stiff amount could takﬂ
years to pay. “Iuﬁnkﬁumwnwewen&

the way we did — the company knew it}
was an unsafe product. ‘They continved to
usq: it after being toid not 10, knowing it
would injure people,” Newby said.
Lugu,md Brazoria County should be
urysdecuion
he first time in America this
been held msponsnble for

 has been in two other -
ldnntﬁ:dmowrcmmey

Am:m for Carbo
eys for rundum said
Jjury's decision was based on emotion atf:l:
was totally . Marsh said there
was no evidence any ash:stos was evé
inhaled, nor was there any evidence o%
,m_] or death resultin gfmmwchacuwty*
proof against The Carbonmdum
Company was simply non-existent in terms
of Whethir the produc: was dcfecuvc *
saj

-

ds of deaths,” Lanier said. -
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