June 15, 1937

ir. Fo Eo Wormser '
Lead Industries Assoclation

- 120 Lexington Avenue

Tew York City

New York

Dear Hr, Wormsep:

Thanks very much for calling
my attentlon to Hanzllkts artlicle in the Sclentific
Monthlye. I have known for some time that Henzllk 1s
reputed to be a bit dogmatle tut I have nobt, untll I
read his arbiels, pubt him qu'bte in the cabegory of
grossly inaccurate scientific workers. I do not know
what he has been working on for the past elght or ten
years bubt it geems rather clear thabt he has not spent
nuch time on the literature with relatlon to lead
absorptlion. It seems guite possible, even probable,
from what he s8331d in one or twe sentences; that he
regards our work as bilased and "industrislly inspired”.
However, even Iif this were the case, soms familiarity
with the liltersture would convince him that & npumber
of points in our studies have been adequately conflrmed
. in numerous other laboratorles, both here and abroad.
His stabement that "leaed iz never present In the body

. in the sbasence of exposure’ is rather silly in view of
' “the data which are available in practically all parts of

" the world on the lead concentration of humen blood, human
bones and human sxcoreta. NMoroover, his point of view as

to the szplanation of such £indings as have been repor ted
is so sophomoric bthat it is scaresly worth refuting. I
presume that for ell his high-hat diseusslon of "experts”,
he was qulte aware of the fact that in this ariticle he was
writing for laymen and not for technical peoples Hs richly
deserves to be called for this rather stupld artvicle, but I
doubt if 1% is worth the trouble. Apparently his point of
view 1s that once a man has been called an expert, he is
always an expert on the subject, no matter what has taken
. place during a decads or 20 in which he has been occupled

. with other mattera. At least I think this is the most ..

charitable interpretation %that could be put on his conw
clusions.

In this whole connection, I
think it is rather fortunate that the Department of Agrie .
culivure, as well as onc or two other government agencies,
are deing some physlologie work on this problem of lead
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and arseunle intake and output. From all thé'inférmation

- X can obtain, they are proceeding rather slowly and carefully
- and will probably have 1little to say on the subject until

- they have convinced themseslves whers the truth 1les in a
mmber of mattera, I am sure they are at lsast avare of
the facht that a few other reasonably horneat and raasanably
gxzperionced people are also working in the field, and I
doulbt if they would be willing to take s chance on letting

‘.. their feet g8lip by the §uhliaat19n of incomplete snd ine -

accurate resultss Thus I think there 1s very 1little reason
‘to be unduly disturbed by statements such as Dr, Hanzlik'!s
which are unsupported by experimental d ata, The publlie is
not too mmart in every rospect, bub 1t has learned Lo ezpsct
some data in support of a ststement of fact.

With kindest perssnal ragar&s;_

Sincerely youra,

RAX:ia ﬁbh@rtlﬁt ﬁﬁh@&, ?ﬁ:ﬁl
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