. Donald iH. O'Pourke,
J Henublic Zuilding,
Denver, Colerado.

Tear Dr. O curle:

I ave just recelved your lcttiter and inasmuch as I shall be
evay ior a time I hasten to ansver 1i at once. I should be
very csutlcous 1f I vwere you, in arriving ot any ccnelusion
thei relates oplie a%”o*nv or any other nerve lesicn o any
tyrce ©of ¢xposure ended pusoliine. Lhe act ¢ the matter
Is hat there Ligave never Laﬁn ng\“mUO?ied cases of lead poi-
Vipe amonyg thie lhoussnds of Lersons who have
3 yasoline ©y commerclal methoeds cover the

‘he vast uwbﬂba years. Ve have bLeen TOoking for
o Lead susorpt on and/o; lead intoxication during the
vericd oi che commercial use of leaded Lasol*ne,' ¥e
never seen a case of lead intoxlcation of any iind in
omncciion, and moireover we Luve uover found evidencs

«d is absorbed In appreciable guantity by persons who
uchl fasoline, 45 garage mechanlcs or fillir“ stelion
ts. ine leed concentratlon in commerclial gascline is
.ad there 1o no absorpiion of the lead compounds by
“orgover, the vapors arising from open contain:rs ol
rasoline contalin only the most qn31gn1fic&nt traces of

ompound g In fact, I have never seen leaa polsoning in
iation Wluﬂ any of the varieties of leaded gasoline until

ent years under war condltions, certain extremely unusual
vere cond;uions of uvxpoesure havs given rize to symptoms
snd illness. The conditions that have teen reqguired to produce
tiiese symptcms have been so severe and so toltally unrelated to
commercial handling of gascline that I am gulte convinced that
they could never be repeated under the normal conditions of
commercial handling.
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As to optlic etrophy no case hag arisen as yet in connection with
gasoline handlers that has even glven rise to this question.
Actually the absorption of tetraethyl lead even in the manufacture
of the product has never given rise to perlphseral neuritis. Ve
have never seen 8 case of paralysis, nor have we ever seen
retinitls, retrobulber neuritis, nor optic atrophy. From pre-
sent clinical indications the behavior of tetraethyl lead is
suf'ficiently different {rom that of the inorganic lead compounds
that neurltis is not a leslon to be expected. Do not ask me why
this is true, for I do not know. However, it 1s a fact.

-

- For the above reasons if I were you, I would look for some other
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cause for the optic atrophy. It 1s of course conceivable that

it could come about ss the result of undue and prolonged exposure
to gasoline vapors. However, I have never seen 1t 1in this
connection, and I belleve that there are no recorded cases In
medical literature. Accordingly, I belleve you will have to look

for scumeg other factor than leaded gascline for the explanation of
the lcsion in this man.

Cordially yours,

Tobert A. Kehoe, Me D.
LAX ef
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