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The asbestos deposits in the eastern towh-
ships of Quebee are the most extensive in North
america, and since along about 1800 have
enabled Canada to maintain world leadership
in the roduction of this valunble mincral. De-
mand for asbestos fibre has steadily and Im-
mensely increased during these last 25 vears:
many new uscs are now being found for it; and
all -signs point to a further expansion of faci-
lities for its production in Quebee, known and
still unexploited reserves there being very largc.
It would thercfore seem imperative-to examine
the conditions under which the people of this
region work and live.

In so far as the past is concerned, investiga-
tion reveals thal the exploitation of these mine
ral deposits has brought about an incalculabl
amount of unnecessary misery, chronic invali(q
ism, and premature death to the district.

Today, :\pproximatcly S:Q‘QQQ_L);pple live in
the ashestos region of Quecbec. About one
quarter of these are almost continuously ex-
posed to heavy and_ dangerous concentrations
of the dust produced by the mining and pro-
cessing of asbestos, and therefore liable to con-
tract the fatal discasc called asbestosis. The
remaining three quarters of the population is
unduly exposed lo pulmonary tuberculosis.
Health conditions in these asbestos towns are
appallingly bad. and the whole region has be-
come o charnel house almost beyond compare.
There is no valid excuse for such a condition.
And unless radical steps are taken immediately
1o eliminate it fatal discasc will be visited upon
thesc people on a scale very much greater than
in the past.

Conditions in the asbestos towns vary. Pend-

" ing u complete survey of the whole region, a

description will be given here of the conditions
which have prevailed, and which do now prev-
ail. at East Broughton, a village of upproximnlcly
3,000 persons. all French Canadians exccpting
for 20 to 25. This village is the site of an nsbestos
mine and plant operated by the Quebecc Asbes-




U]
e

-,
A Y

tos  Corporation, Ltd,—q subsidiar t fildd
Philip Carcy Mfg, Co. of 1. ; Y of Jih
cinnati); Ohio, V.S, ockland (near iy,

THIS CASE PRESENTS A PARALLEL TO THAT OF
5T. REMI D'AMHERST. HERE, As THERE, WE ARE
DEALING FUNDAMENTALLY WITH THE STUPIDITY

; NEGLICENCE, RESPONSIBILITY FOR  WHICH 1s
SHARED EQUALLY BY THE QUEBEC ASBESTOS COR-

PORATION, LTD, AND THE PROVINCIAL
MENT OF QUEBEC, COVERN-

I
‘

Ilgc social problem presented hy Easy Brough-
ton is simple. Bul first, it js nNecessary to knogw
the nature or the disease, o rather of the
(hsg:us'gs, produced jn the individuyals who
assist in ll}e mining and processing of aébe;tos
il precautiong are not taken tg prolect (heh;
from the hazards of the industry, i
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ASBESTOS

“Asbestos™ is n commercinl ferm applied to
fibrous varicties of several mincrals. ‘These
minerals vary widely in composition. Generally,
the asbestos found in Quebee consists of 49 to
449 silica and an approximately equal amount
of magnesium, the remaining parts being iron,
aluminum and waler. The chicef qualities of
asbestos fibre are strength, flexibility and non-
inflammabilily, It can be spun into thread and
then woven into a very large variely of textiles.
It is used in very large quantity for brake lin-
ings by the automobile industry; and it cnters
importantly into the manufacturing of building
materials, This fibre has in fact become indis-
pensable to modern industry; to detail the
hundreds of ways in which it is employed would
require book-length space. About 90% of the
asbestos used in the United States, the world's
Inrgest  consumer, is imported from Quebee.
Great Britain also imports asbestos from Quehee
in large quantity., Therefore, the province ac-
cupies a very strong position in the produc.
tion of Ihis mineral; American industry cspe-
cially must pgo to it to obtain the asbestos it

needs.
Asbestosis

Each of the many handlings or manipulations
of asbestos from the time it is extracted from the
earlth up to the time it is ready for use by the
bublic produces considerable asbestos dust. This
dust consists of exceedingly fine threads of
asbestos, some of which are 1miscroscopic in
size and therefore invisible to the naked eye.
To inhale this dust over a cerlain period of time
means death, For this is a dust that destroys
tissuc essential to life wherever it comes to rest
in the lungs. - .

Ashestos is a pulmonary affliclion due to
the inhalation of ashestos dust. Its onsct is insi-
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dious; its course irregular; and its mode of
termination variable, i resembles silicosis in
some respects, and differs from it In others, In
simple silicosis, (he lungs beconie spolled by
separale and fairly Lirge lumps of fibrous {is-
sue which have been formeq following upon
tne destruclion of normal® lung tissue by silica
particles. The brincipal characteristic of uas-
hestosis, too, is g Drogressive replacement or

essential Jung lissue by useless fibroys tissue, .

which however lends {o form g nelwork, This
Drocess may be compared lo that by which the
spider spreads its web.

Ashestos dust that has cntered the lungs in
auanlity acts a5 thongh it were directed by =n
spider: jt falls into place to produce lony and
vagucely colmected filaments of fibrous tissue,
which come [0 form an indefinite and irregular
pattern, All along hoth sides of (hese fil:nmcnts,
ar sacs collanse, And ity more and more of
the dust invades the hings, more and more lines
of destruction are laid down iy them. Conse-
auently, the vielim of the discase becomes loss
and Jess ahle to gel enough IXyden to supply
the needs of his body: he thus becomes cver
and ever wealier; ery slowly ang under the
most distressing cicumstnnccs. his lungs are pro-
“ressively destroyed; and he himselr finally
suffocates ta death.

Asbestosis ond its complications

Asbestosis g 2 discase that brogresses very
slowly: and ils vietim beconies cxtraordinarily
susceptible (o infections, since lhijs nalural re-
sistance to discasc js aradually heing worn down,
Thus usually, dealh occurs by way of gp acute
nulmonary infeelion wilh whicl his weakened
body has been unable to cope successfully, or
by way of scrioug impairments of bodily mcc-
hanisms, The Dbasie cause of death jp {hese
cases is ashestosis, and not the Plicumonia, pyl-
monary lubereulosis, heart discase, cle. that are
much {oo oftey cerfified as the cause of deaih,

0 give hul one example of {he above: the
nerson who hag g Darlially developed ashestosis
has lost the services of g cerlain pronartinn of
the respiratory areq of his Tungs. Therefore, his
blood g insnffi('icn(ly acrated. And ip order
lo scrve {he tissues of his whole bodv. his jn.
sufficiently acraled Dblood must circulate fasler
and in preater voliime than in a normal person,
This puls an added slrain nn his heart, wlhich
must do more work and pets less resloog con-
dition hay leads {o heart difficultics. especially

— G —

enlargement of the heart, Finaliy, lnyc Sln':’f’.n”\r
maintaining circulation through lungs 1; ;)”_
(lr:\lrovml by ashestos dust ])cc]omc.ls 1{;:3&1() -

] an | ¢ s from heart discease--;
able, and death resulls fro heart Case
l:gm'l ‘discnsc brought about directly by ashes

tosis, o
Signs, symptoms and conclusions

‘The nrincipal signs of a (l‘(-.\'(.:l_n;)ml n(l,‘_of“].é
developing  asheslosis  are: 1_x_x"x(.x.x'ont F the
nose, throal, and upper x'v.s.pn.ut()i,\ 'rlnvl.imvs
creasing shorlness of breath: coug\..!.s‘m' u o}'
wel sometimes dryv; loss of :1|)|zg‘h’ (r :”\'m‘k'
weight; weakness and loss of (‘:11):1}_1},\ Imw\ orle;
and chest pains. An ecarly case \\l]l :;lo mly
a few of these svmplams: an m[ '(l‘ll.(.(‘(. c."nch'”_t-
usually show all. Al)l){ll'c{l”.\'. m(vx}c:n.sm;,\.sm.’_m‘
ness of breath and cough in the :x.s.).(slf;:s]\]' lxi\n"
are signs that the deadly discase s cl:s .11]) l.\(luslf
itsell in him, He should get Oll!’O'“ ]fhiﬁ o
immediately and al all cosls, }‘Ir))\e\fu]._ ]l;ll";.
an incurable disease. And if ﬁl_nrms.ot ”‘qu"n\';l
has progressed up to a certain pmnf.. re r'l(:”
from the dust wil) not save l.um li'o.n‘n‘;”;g
conscquences, although it will 1y obably m

his life.

The individual who has inhaled an ':ll‘ll(‘ll'l‘l-lf
of ashestos dust sufficient to produce cxllt.an(,
librosis will sooner or laler die of the ”-i{(\)"ri'i
and/or ils complications, ux!]css lh:fl 1;,cx.w :
life is cut short by_nn accidenl oy ‘I),\ ..\[('l;:(‘
other unconnceted disease. [ has bc_cn. esta )?
lished that work in dense ponccnhn‘lmn‘s..('
ashestos dust over a comparatively shm’l”n_u]u':i{
of time—two or three years—can C\’(‘l.lf]l.hll l_.\“v(‘. d
lo a profound fihrqsns_ of the hungs, O.r ‘I”-HI' ot
takes somewhere within five years fort u]«‘x.\;. c
to develop in the individual exnosed lr') l 1 ('m].
sometimes it may lake un {o [(;)1'1 ,\‘('.'H..\. :;'l;)(-
somelimes up to 15, 10 20 and 25 years, | (‘
rate of nrogress seems tn depend  upon “n
amount of dust inhnl('d._.'mrl unon {he conddi nl
tion of the individnal himself, 71 mav hc. nnl:(‘
that this is a discase {hat tales roolin the ).oung]m
workers more quicklv l[mq it does in. {u;
middle-aged: hut no one s immune lo. .xt.!‘ ol
as much is known ahout ashestosis as IS”:‘!)O.l.!I
silicosis.  Nevertheless, all the facls ess n!tul.n
to the welfare of the neonle exposed ]10 ’10
N2 hazards af asheslog dl.l.\[ have heen 3\'cll~f{1f\\]\‘x:
-re in North Am](‘l'i(‘n;x 1'11111:_111;: and medical eiveles

v casl these Ias Joyears. . .
l.m\’(‘ll['\'] little work and research in the flC"ll of
ashestasis have been accomplished hy the Cana-

v

—_—T

TETE e ST e e —— e




A,

/i

—yy

A=, oy

Lta-—nar

o

dian medical profession, the authoritative liter-
ature on the subject, having been produced
mainly in Great Britain and the United States.
Significantly enough, this literature scemis to
deal with situations where asbestos worlkers were
exposed to much lesser concentrations of {he
dust than are Quebec workers.

Asbestosis and pulmonary tuberculosis

English medical authoritics generally agree .

that asbeslosis and nulmonary {uberculosis are
closely connected, that one discase helps to
produce, or has an important adverse cffcet,
upon_ thp other. American medijcal aullioritics
are inclined to refect such an opnion. The
cvxdcngc in Quebec overwhelmingly favors the
pre-eminent work of English research worlkers
in this ficld, pulmonary tuberculosis being ram-
pant throughout the Quebee asbestos region to
an_almost incredible degree.

For example: the very large majority of
workers at Thetford Mines is almost confinuously
cxnosed to cxtraordinarily heavy concentralions
of nslgestos dust, and most of the general popula-
tion itsell is exposed in some degree to the
dust, Since much of it is at large in and about
the village. On the other hand, the pcople and
workers of Sorel and of Granby are not exposcd
to mbcsqu.dnst at all. Let us then compare death
rnlcs‘or_hclally attributed to pulmonary {uber-
culosis in thosc three towns, which lend them-
selves well to comparison.

Official death rates attributed to pulmonary
tuberculosis
(FOR 100,000)

. Thetford
Sorel Granby . Mines
1942 ..., 64.2 89.5 3014
1943 .. ... .. 39.3 410.2 391.7
1944 .. ... ... 61.8 65.4 236.1

. Similar evidence may be obtained by compar-
ing the {uberculosis mortality rates at Thetford
Mines with those of any town in Quechee, al-
ways excepting (1) those town in which the
people are cxposed to ashestos dust, and (2)
placc.s_likc St. Remi d’Amberst, where speeial
conditions explain beyond doubt the cxtraor.
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dinarily high incidence of this contagious
discase.

Confronted by the abnormally high tubercu-
losis mortality rales at Thetford Mincs, ncither
the medical profession nor the provincial gov-
crnment can cvade the issue, and both arc under
obligation to make a choice between two aliera
natives: cither inhalation of asbestos dus! pre-
disposes to and aggravates pulmonary tubercu-
losis, or many deaths certified at Thetford Mines
as having been due to tuberculosis were inac-
curalely diagnosed, and in reality were due tlo
asbestosis. There arc no other reasonable ex-
planations for the ghastly phenomenon in pul-
monary tuberculosis presented by Thetford
Mines. The people of this town cannot offord
to wait until it is convenient for the medical
profession and the provincial government to
make a choice: control and climinalion of the
dust is the obvious and obligatory procedure at
this time.

It is not nossible for the private investigntor
to obtain official death rates for pulmnary
tuberculosis at ILEast Broughton. But certainly,
these are as high as those of Thetford Mincs,
and perhaps higher. By wmeans of detailed case
vecords, which may be taken as typical rather
than as exceptions, we shall show that workiug

condilions in the mine and plant operated by’

the Quebee Asbestos Cornoration are such as (o
produce asbestosis, and tn favor pulmonary
tuberculosis, singly or together.

THERE IS NO CURE FOR ASBESTOSIS. BUT
IT IS PREVENTABLE.

l

— . e o—
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EAST BROUGHTON

The village

The sight of East Broughton in the twilight
from the train approaching the village produces
a feeling of horror in the visitor who is more or
less informed regarding the nature of asbeslosis.
Some three guarters of the way up the side of
the hill at one end of the village there stands a
Lurge ugly building, From the roof and from
about the sides of this building, there is pouring
what seems to be a dense, dirty-looking smuoke,
so heavy and so abundant thatl is partially obs-
cures the building and the whole western end
of the village. The light coming through the
windows from inside the building changes the
“smoke” in the inunediate vicinity to a sort of
roscate color, and the first impression is that
a tremendous fire is raging inside lhe building.
It requires considerable cffort on the nart of
the visitor to dismiss this thought of “fire”, and
then to accent the fact that this “smoke” is in
reality deadly ashestos dust, On alighling from
the train and entering the village, onc found
the air literally filled with the dust, Short, tiny
threads of asbestos dust were pouring dnwjn
as would a heavy rain upon the strects and
houses, So thick was this dust that the street
Huhts turned on in the carly evening were dime-
med by i, while houses only a short distance
away scemed to be enveloped by fog.

Later, it is learned thal at various points of
the roof of the large building on the hillstde,
there are fifteen chimneys, cach about n foot
wide, which, excepting for Sundays, beleh
forth every moment of the night and day a
thick and heavy volume of ashestos dust info

the air, Aside from these, there js still another -

much widc[' chim’ncy adjoining the building,
and it too is conlinuously adding its share to

— 10—
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the enormous cloud of dust constantly over and
about the building This cever-renewed mass
of dust is picked up by the wind, and carried
wherever this Inst wills, For the largest Dart of
the year, the wind and air currenls over the
building flow from the west, pick up this per-
petual mass of dust, and carry it over and down
into the village immediately helow, Forlunately,
these air currents and the contour of the land
are such that only aboul hall of the villawe is
cnveloped by this flow of dust, That part of
the dust which is not deposited upon the
streets and houses of the western end of the
village drifts down into and upop the farming
Lands of the valley across which the long man
street of the village lies.

One hundred and fifty families comprising
some 880 persons live in the part of the village
exposcd to protonged falls of dust. So thick does
the dust lie upon the sidewalks and streets of
this pat of the village for most of the time that
pedestrians and automobiles leave visible fracks
after they have passed along. The dust lies
heavily upon  the porchies of these hontes,
especially in the summertime when children
can play out of doors. And as they play, they
inevitably kick up. little clouds of asbestos aust
into the air they are inhaling.

" ~ 1
Many of these families have a small garden to Q_/J\JAI !

the rear of their homes. So much asbestos dust
has fallen upon the ground that it has hecome
impoverished, The farmers in the valley have
complained bilterly about the damage done to
their land by the dust. One of them who wanted
to set up a milk plant on his property was for-
hidden to do so by the provincial government’s
Agricaltural Bureau; too much asbestos dust
would get into the mitk, The Bureau might have
added that this dust has an adverse cffect upon
c:lll?c too, whether they inhale it or cat it, or
bhoth,

To open the windows of homes in this part of
the village means to let In the storm of ashestns
dust raging oulside for the Iargest part of the
time. Somelimes, when the wind is blowing the
dust away from the village, these people o to
bed at night, opening their windows a liftle.
During the night, the wind may change in
dircetion, and bring the dust down upon the
village, And when the villagers wake up, their
faces, Dhedelothing, and homes are literally
covered by dust. As a general rule, all windows
of the houses are kept tightly closed, sometimes
for days and nighls on end, and somethimes for

—_—1) —
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every moment of an entire working wezk; 1.¢.
from 12.30 of a Monday morning to 12 o’clock
the next Saturday niglht. Nevertheless, asbestos
dust sceps into these houses in quantity, despite
all efforts to prevent it. On a morning afller as-
bestos dust had streamed over a housc all night
long, 1T have rubbed a finger along window sill
inside, and collected n sizable and visible amount
of dust upon it, although I had carclully cleaned
that window sill of all dust the previous evening,
and all windows of the lhouse had Dbeen kept
lightly closed all night long, To have cntered
the house, this dust must have been microscopic
in size, which is to say the size most dangerous
to health. Evidently, it had entered in such
quanlily as to hecome visible by force of accu-
mulation.

A schoolhouse allended by 170 children rang-
ing in age from 6 1o 16 lies in the path of the
dust coming down upon the village. The brick
oulside of this building is stained a dirty grey
by the dust. Windows must be kept closed most
of the time. Microscopic dust nevertheless secps
into the class room, and circulates in the air
bcing inhaled by the children.

The mine

This asheslos mine is now an cnormous hole
in the carth. Dislodging the crude ashestos from
the walls- and floor of this pit requires [irst
drilling and then the use of dynamite, hoth of
which give risc to considerable dust, as docs the
loading of the broken picees of the material, and
the hauling of it (o the processing plant, For
reasons that remain obscure lo this investigator,
the literature dealing  with  ashestos mining
gives the impression that the amount of ashostos
dust produced in such Dits is relatively small,
and generally insufficien! to be a menace to the
health of the miners. Faced with such an at-
titude, one must remain skeptical while awaiting
an accurate count of the visible and invisible
ashestos dust at large in any pit under consi-
deralion,

This pit at East Broughton is scveral hundyed
feet deep, and surely the air at its holtom nust
he more or less stagnant, A numher of men
work there for many hours at a siretch, and
when observed were not wearing masks  ag
brolection against the ust unquestionably at
large in it. Drilling methods used in this pit are

“dry™. Drilling is arduous work, and the drillers

have o bend over close to the noint where the
dust is bheing produced. Conscquently, they are

— 12—

breathing deeply in o cloud of ashestos dust for
hours at a fime. It should be noted that “dry"
drilling methods are less coslly to the opcralors
of the mine than are other methods of drilling.
Neither water, nor oil, nor dust traps are uscl
anvwhere in lthis pit to hclp keep the dust out
of the air being inhaled by {he workers. The
demand for asbestos fibre is so great that this
pit is operated in all sorts of wealher, nigh!
and day. Whenever vossible, the men take
shelter against the rain, snow or cold in a
small cabin near the place they are working.
This hut also serves as their cating place, and
is so poorly wventilated that it constitutes a
sort of dust trap in itsclf.

o precaution whatsoever is taken to protect
the men in this pit against ashestos dust. Condi-
tions in it are such as to produce asbestosis,
and to favor pulmonary luberculosis. As a rule,
only slrong young men are cmployed in such
pits; the rigorous work combined to ecxcessive
exnosure lo dampness, wetness and cold is stch
that others cannot hold down the job for any
length of time.

The plant

Approximately 125 men and 2 women work

in or immediately ahout the plant operated by
the Quehec Ashestos Corporation. It is not necess-
ary to give a dclailed deseription of the pro-
cedures by which asheslos fibre is separated
from the crude malerinl in which it ocecurs.
Sufficient to say here that the raw material is
fed into a series of powerful machines that ciush
it into ecver smaller picces, the wanted [ihres
meanwhile being progressively detached from it,
All these various procedures give risc to enor-
mous amounts of asbestos dust, hoth of the vig-
ible and invisible. No part of this East Brough-
ton plant is free of heavy concentrations of the
dust. In most parts of this Jarge plant, the air
assumes an indcfinite greyish color beeanuse of
the dust at larze in ity in other parts, the air
is so thickly filled wilh dust that workwmen and
machinery a short distance away appear as
indistinet shadows. The ventilation svstem s
ulterlv inadeauate to cover the peeds of the
situation, desnite the fnel that it is almost
conlinuously belching forth into the outside air
an unbelievably large amount of the dust, Aside
from this incffective ventilation svstem, no at-
tempt swhatsocver is made to suppress or (o
contirol the dust continuously produced in the
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plant when in operation, The Wworkers are nol
provided with masks of any Xind by the Com-
pany. As may be expeeted, ashestos dust lies
thickly upon the machinery, floors and stair-
ways ol this planl,

All the workers in the East Broughton plant
cough mueh during their working hours, and
for some time afterwards, in an instinclive and
uncontrollable effort to expel the dust they have
inhaled. This coughing is followed by profuse
spitling, the masses of moist material spit out
being discolored by asbeslos dust. In the course
of time, all this brings about teep and chronice
irritation and inflammation of the upper respira-
tory ftract. This allows the microscopic and
more dangerous particles of the dust to penc-
trate into the lungs more casily than formerly,
and renders the individual concerned  highly
susceptible to jnfeclions, especially to pulmonary
tubereulosis, present in Fast Broughton people
lo an extraordinary degree.

Whenever it is warm oulside, the workmen
generally  keep open the many  windows on
cach of the five floors of this lafge plant, Dut
at other times of the year, and whenever the
wind is hlowing hard, all the windows are kept
clased. This bhuilding is nol heated, Thus the
temperature inside for the largest part of the
year is damp, cold or frigid, as anvone Jiving
in Quebee will readily  understand. On each
floor there is a sort of booth aboul five fecl
saquare, in which the men can find some measure
of protection agninst inclement temperatures,
since il containg u small stove. Nuturally, they
nile into this booth whenever possible.” which
for “some of the workmen s fairly often, the
nature of their work nermitling it. This cabin is
noorly built, ashestos dust of al sizes sceps into
it, and comes in whenever the door s apened
to Tet a man in or out. There is a small open
bole in fts roof. Whenever the room beecomes
unbearably filled with the dust, the men open
the small window in it, thus creating a draft that
clears the air of the largest part of the dust, not
all. by any eans, as any engineer wonld
testify,

Excepting for the summer months, the work-
men eat their mid-working day menl here and
there wherever convenient inside the planl, A
specinl booth sueh gas that deseribed above is
used by many of (h¢ men ag ealing place. This
“dining” room (about 20 X 10 feel) is somelimes
s0 crowded at meal times that some of the nien
have to ent standing up, This room js exirge
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ordinarily «irly, its walls not having been paint-
ed for many yeaes. Its floor is enerusted thickly
by the stinking accumulation of spit,  dust,
and filth of as muny years, Several yeuars ago,
the men asked the management to have the place
cleaned and painted. This rcqluost was refised.
Thereupon, l-‘xc tnen asked that they be sup-
plicd with paint, adding that they would paint
the room themselves,  Thig request oo was
refused.

IHere then is (his “dining room" in which
the men regularly gather—strony healthy young
men who have worked in the plant for only 2
few months; men predisposed o pulmonary
tuberculosis and the whole category of pul-
monary infeclion: men who have worlked in
the plant for 4 yYear-or so oand whose heatlh
is being undermined by inhalation of wsbestos
dust; men who have developed ashestosis and
who  exhibit  (he signs  and  symplons lo »n
moderate or 1o an advineed degree; and men
alflicted at one slage o another by conlagions
bulmonary discase  al} coughing and spilting in
profusion all over the place, cither from the
dust o large in the roont, or from sore throat,
bronehitis, oy nulmonary tubereulosis, or from
a developing or an established asbestosis, And
this has zone on continuously in a room that
has not heen nroperly cleancd andd Dainted for
many years, Dozens of men, some now dead
and  gone, some presently fatally i with  as-
bestosis and/or ils complications, have lingered
in this room of nerstilence, and the time has
long since passed when it should have been
wiped off the face of the carth by the Company
and the government responsible for its exist-
ence, )

Some of the men working in and about the
plant use the tinsmith'’s shop as an cating place.
But dust conditions in it are not much belter
than anywhere else in the plant.

The loilet places in the plant are foul and
abominable, and like gl other parts of the
blant, ususally saturaled by asbhestos dust, After
Years of negleet, these places have very recently
heen repainted.

Two vyaung women (each aboul 18 vears
of age) work in a small room easily benelrated
by the dust produced in the plant,” Their worlk
is to repair and 1o prepare the bags in which
ashestos fibre s shipped to ity destination,
Theirs is a dusty joh in its own right, and the
liternture on asbeslosis  calls altention to jts
danger,
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The elothing the workmen wear ig encrusted
by dirty greyish-green asbestos dust, Dust un-
cevenly overlays their hands and faces, and
drifts in sizable nmount ngainst c¢yebrows, lips,
noscs and hair, LI
Conclusions re plant

There is not a single place in this plant to
which workmen ean retire from the dust for even -J _— ] —
a few minutes during their working hours, More. !
?\'(‘1', :’lor nlu)sl lo[ lll!c year, they cannot refire ’
rom the dust by stepping out into the yard.
LExtraordinarily cenough, the avalanche of dust CASE HISTORIES
issuing from (he chimneys, windovs and doors
of the plant brings about as heavy g concentra- | Dossier No. 53
tion of the dust in (he vard as prevails in some :
parts of the plant itscif. After only 15 minules Léon Cinquantetrols died in 1046 at the age of
In this yard, I found breathing difficult, and forty, -

began to’ cough and to spit. When he was about fifteen years of age, he
Counditions that prevail on the premises of siarted to work at the Quchoc Asbestos Corpora-
the Ouolgcc Ashestos Corporation are such that tion. So far as <can bhe learned, he did not work
foew ordinary workmen can work there over inside the plant itself. He sas stationed in a
a period of time wilhout cither suffering severe long covered passageway which led from the in-
physical damage, or developing ashestosis and/ terior of the Luimmg to a point some distance
or tls complications, No precaulion whalsocver away [vom it. This passa; ceway housed a con-
is taken either by the Company or by the provin- veyor, that is, machinery l'l;mt carricd waste as-
cial government to protect the health of these Lestos material out of the plant and dumped it on
men. Perbaps the best way to elaborate this ) to the huge pile of refuse always prominent out- .
charge is lo place on record a few typical case side ashestos plants in Quebee.” There is a large
histories of the unfortunates who have worked, amount of dust continually at large throughout
or who arc now working, there, this passageway, which is unventilated ang un-
heated. Conscquently, the temperature inside is
always damp, and most of the year cold or frigid,
It is in this passageway that Léon labored for
twelve hours & day, often for sixteen hours a day,
over a period of years — this without any pro-
tection against such working conditions beyond
’ that which his own Dbody afforded.
. . As a boy and young man, Léon’s health was
* fOOd; there is no record of tuberculosis either in .
° his mother’s family or in his father's. Hec mar-
ricd at the age of ninecteen. As do all these work-
. men, whether they be in good health or not, he
too coughed occasionally, but no attention was
paid to this, since it is the usual state of affairs,
Along about 1940, his wile noliced that he began
to cough more frcqucntl_v, somctimes a  dey
cougl, sometimes wet. As the months went on,
! this cough progressively increased in frequency
) and in 1intensity, Léon {hen noticed that he
tircd casily, especialiy when walking up the hill
i to his work, and that he would arrive there out
of breath. e began to lose wei ht; and excrtion
of any kind produced an oul-of- reath feeling,
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Inevitably, AND AN COULD HAVE DEEN
FORLESLLEN YEARS PRIEVIOUSLY, Léon fell into
scrious illness, so serious he had to give up work,
Whereupon, he entered an hospitnl in "Quebec
City where, according to his wife, the doctors did
not lell him much of anything about his itlncss.
Not feeling any Dbetter aller staying in the hos-
pital five monlhs, he became discouraged, and
returned home, On his departure, hospitul au-
thorities did nol volunteer any information that
might have helped him in respeet to his wmalady.

Léon's home was so situated as to receive a
zsood deal of the dust belched out by the plant,
especially  in the smmmerlime, Nevertheless, he
rested there for some three months. At the end of
that time, he had been cight months without in-
come, and since he had a wife and seven children
to support, feed and clothe, he was compelled
to disrcgard his malady, He returned to work at
the Qucbee Asbestos Corporation, ‘L'his time he
was sct to work at small and “casy” jobs in the
yard and in small sheds immediately outside the
plant, But, and as previously recorded hiere, the
almospliere there is heavily tilled with dust most
of the time, as heavily saturated by it as is the
atmosphere of some parls of the plant itself. Liven
a normal person in full health cannot stay in this
yard for as long as fifteen minutes without expe-
riencing some difficulty in breathing,

How Léon managed to disregard his distress
and to work in this yard for the next three years
must ever remain an imperishable tribule to his
fortitude and to his sensce of devotion to his fam-

“ily. One early morning after he had completed

his t:l§l(q during the night-shift, he started down
the lnll. fo_r home, coughing, spitting, and this
thme brincing up blood in quantity. Blindly and

. dnstinctively, he staggered toward his home and

finally reached it, having left a long trail of his
blood upon the snow. Ilis wife met him at the
door. By this time his face had become chalkish
in color and flecked with blood. His wife des-
pulched some of the children {o the doclor and
lo the priest, and led him to a sink in the kitchen,
had him sit down, and held out a basin under
his lips to reccive the life-blood that was now
pouring out of him profusely. In a few minutes,
he fell over into her arms, and died.

To this day, this family does not know the cause
of Léon’s death, The doctor who altended him
after death, and who supposedly filed the death
certificate, did not voluntcer any information on
this subject. The family has never applied for
compcensation either from the Company or from
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the povernment. Léon's wife suspected that some-
how her hushband's death was tied up with ns-
bestos dust, and she had beard a vogue Tumor
about “compensation” — a long word., The idea
of compensation in connection with her lnln-
band’s deall scemed fantastic to her, since she
was aware that no one in sm.nI:lr.cn'myvnslnnccq in
Ilast Broughton was collecling it. Nevertheless
she inquired here and there, but no one knew
anything about it unlil she struck a notary.

It so happened that carly in life I.éon had de-
cided to save moncy and to protect his family by
investing in life insurance, Accordingly, he hnd'
insured his life for $7,000. Considering the low
rale of pay prevailing at the Quchee Asheslos
Corporation before the war, it remains a mystery
as to how he managed to support his family and
to pay his insurance premiums too, But hg did.
News that his widow was collecting $7,000 insur-
ance money travelled fast in the small village.
The notary whom she consulted tcld her she
could not obtain compensation, since she had
collected on her husband’s life insurance policy
— a lamentable picce of misinformation that in-
fluenced her to give up all thought of _cla.xmmg
compensation. In conncection with this insur-
ance money, it is worthwhile noting that an agent
of “I.es Méres Nécessiteuses” did not appear at
her door. No help was forthcoming from any

unarfier.
thc family tigshtened its helt, and has so far
managed its resources-well. The two eldest girls,
now twenty one and twenty rcspccu’vcly, are
teaching school. ‘Another girl, azed sixteen, is
altending WNormal School at Thetford Mines.
Three of the children are under sixtecn, and still
at school in the village. But Iéon's cldest son is
in a sanatorium, scriously ill, shadows on his
lungs.

Dossier No, 14

Maurice Qualorze died in 1916 al the age of 56.°

Ile had worked for the Qucehee Ashestos Cor-
voralion apnroximately 25 ycars, most of Ul'(‘
time in parls of the plant where the dust is
not so thick ns in somc olher parts. But.hrs
wife reports that he had alsa worked for various
indefinile periods of time “in the dust’”, which
is to say in the language of the people, in Licavy
concentrations of the dust. She savs that on
arrival home from work his clothing would
he covered with the dirty whitish dust, and
that sometimes he would remark, “'l‘od'ny, the
dust was so thick where I worked that it could
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have been cuf with a knife” Some five to
six _years previous to his death, Maurice began
to fcel weak, incapable of work, and gencerally
ilt al ease physically and mentally, all this ac-
companicd by much coughing. Ile consulted a
doclor and was told he had asthma, and t{hat
he would recover from this illness. He continued
at his work.

_Maurice lived in a small poorly built cottage
situated in close and direct line to reccive a
full share of the avalanche of dust coming down
upon the village for most of the time. All win-
dows in such a house are kept tightly closed in
an cffort to keen the dust out. Ilis wife reports
that he had great difficulty in brecthing, that he
chioked casily, and that he coughed a good deal,
She savs he would wake up in the night gasning
fn_r hreath, and that he would cry oul in desper-
ation that the windows be opened. This was a
man in cruel and ominous distress, and not to
be denied. The windows were opened. Where-
upon, a veritable storm of dust would blow into
his room and all through the house. Having
obeyed an imperative instinct to take aclion
—no matter how blind—lo relicve his agony,
Mnu.ncc would calm down a bhit, go off inio
a fitful sleep, meanwhile inhaling more and
more of the death-dealing dust that now
saturaled the house. And in a room near him
lay his son. whose subscquent stomach ailments
and oncrations are usually closcly associated
with an anxiely and fear compiex.

_Maurice hecame more and more ill, and he
finally had to wmive up work altogether some
three months-nrior to his death. Such was his
suffering and misery that he was removed lo
an Nospital in Oucbee City. There. according
to his wife, he was told he had “enlargement
of the heart”, and that he would never get well,
He was also told titat his clinical picture was
somewhat confused. and that the doctors could
not say mositively that he had cither silicosis
or asbestosis. Shortly afterwards, Maurice died.

As in the case of hundreds of men in Quehee,
who.h_nvc been or who are now afflicted ecither
by silicosis or by ashestosis, Maurice knew for
a while nrevious to his death that hie was ahout
to die, that he had been in fact condemmned to
death. But al this noint in his ease, there enlers
an mmpartant factor, which, so far as T know,
has never Deen mpresent in the eases of Tiast
Brough!nn men in similar vosition. Before he
died, Maurice strongly advised his family to
claim compensation from the Company and the
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provincial government. How he learnced that
his family had the right to make such a claim,
and why he himself did not excrcise his own
right to make a claim while he was ill and
alive, I cannot tell. The brutal fact is that, aside
from Mauvice, these East Broughton workmen
and families have not known f{hat they pos-
sessed such rights in statute law AND in coma
mon law. Ncither doctors or lawyers, nor muni-
cipal and provincial authoritics. nor politicians
in or out of office, nor newspapers and maga-
zincs, have told these pceople the facts regarding
this matter, Afler having talked with very many
workmen and their families in the village, I
have yet to find a single person among them who
had even an clementary knowledge as {o the
righls possessed bv all cilizens in this respect.

At any rate, Maurice’s widow applicd for com-
pensation, addressing her claim to “La Commis-
sion des Accidents”. Her claim was summarily
rejected on grounds that it had not been cstab-
lished that Maurice had contracted any occupa-
tional discasc compensable under the ‘“‘Work-
men’s Compensation Act of Quebec”. The Ielter
received from “La Commission des Accidents”
informed her that the case was conscquently
considercd closed. Maurice’s widow is not cli-
gible to rcceive aid from the Burcau of “lcs
Méres Nécessiteuses”, since her children are
above the age of 16. Ier daughter is now 18§,
and has been unable to find work in the village.
One son in practically an invalid as result of
slomach ailments and operations cited above.
The other son, a strong healthy young man has
on scveral occasions applicd for work at the
Quchec Asbeslos Corporalion (praclically the
only employment available in East Broughton),
and for obscure recasons has heen refused cm-
ployment, although other men were being hired
at the time.

This family of four is thercfore living in cx-
ceedingly straightened circumstances.

Dossier No. 105

Alphonse Centcing died in 1942 at the age of
forty-five.

Beginning at the age of cighteen, he worked
in the Quebe Asbestos Corporation plant for an
indeflinite number of vears. e then transfered
te another mince and plant then bcinj( opcraled
in the neighborhood, where he worked again for
an indecfinitie number of years. Dust condilions
in this mine and plant too are veported to have
been bad. Alphonse relurncd to work in the
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“.ehee Asbestos Corporalion plant where, on this
nceasion, he remained uninterruptedly for twelve
years, and up lo a few months prioe to his death,

At the Quebee Ashestos Corporation plant, Al-
plhionse was a “loader”, his work consisting prin-
cipally of handling bags filled wilh asbestos
fibre — n very dusty job. ‘This occupation is not
child’s play, requiring as it does considerable
exertion. Conscquently, a “loaded” is breathing
deeply and heavily while performing his work.
Lach handling of a bag of asbestos fibre relecases
into the air a good deal of dust, especially the
very fine invisible dust that is invariably fatal to
the person who inhales it over a period of time.
Alphonse’s widow reports  that her husband’s
clothing was abundantly covered by dust wheh
he arrived home from work, and that for hours
alterwards, he would cough vigorously and spit
out dirty-looking moist masses. It is worthy of
note that much dust from his clothing was re-
feased daily info a housc whose windows were
hept tightly closed against the dust at large in the
village, and in which there lived his wife and
cleven children,

Lventually and incvitably, Alphonse fcll into .

illness. Iis wife reports that s coughing pro-
nesively increased, and that he tarned to various
iome-made remedics for cclicef, e also consulted
tocal doclors from time to time, always paying
for such consullations, and for wvarious syrups
and tonies supplicd him, e also visited the cli-
nic at Thetford Mines, where x~rays of his chest
were taken. According to his wile, the doctors
al the clinie lold him nothing,

Finally, the local doclors told Alphonse that he
should give up work altogethier, that he was very
ill, and that he had heart trouble, In olher
words, his heart could no longer do the work
normally expecled of it. Following his wile’s
advice, and hoping for betteriment, Alphonse ent-
cred an hospital in Quebec City. There, hie was
told by the doctors that he had hearlt trouble,
and by the nurses that the “cnlargement of his
heart” must he due to a “surprise’” he had recei-
vdd. This story of a *“surprise” has since helped
lo quict the vague and healthy fear Alphonse’s
family had in conncclion with asbestos dust. Al-
phonse remained in the hospital for a month and
a half, and then returned home to die ten days
later at the age.of forty-five,

Iis widow was left with eleven children, the
cldest heing sevenleen years of age and the
youngest three, She has never applicd for com-
pensation. She knows nothing whatsoever re-
garding her rights, and those of her family, in
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this respeet. One  fine day after Alphonsc's
death, there appeared mysteriously at her door
an agent of “Les Méres Nécessiteuses”, a provin-
cial  government relief organization. Some
months after this visit — and this is a long, long
time when there are twelve persons to feed and
clothe—the family was olficially placed on the
relief roll of the Province: rale of relief about
$50.00 per month, This begaarly allowance was
for a whole year the sole income of the family.
Here then was a family condemned to extreme
poverty. LEach year since then, one of the chil-
dren has reached and passed the agz of sinteen.
Consequently, the monthl cheek received from
“I.a Commission des Accidents” hag cach year be-
come smaller and smaller, while the cost of liv-
ing has scored progressively to cveryone knows
where...

The condition of this family has improved very
slightly during these last two years, The cldest
daughter died at the age of twcenty-one in 1915
of a pulmonary «discase in which malnutrition
pays a prominent part.  Two of the girls have
left home, and are working in hotel in nearby
lowns, (Three less to feed and to clothe at home).
The cldest son has now been working for some
months at the Quebce Ashestos  Corporation
plant; same kind of work, same dust conditions,
encountered by his father. Two or three of the
younger ehildren oceasionally find odd jobs in
the village that bring in a few precious dollars.

Dossier No. 79

Louis Soixantedixneuf is now forty years old.

There is no record of pulmonary tuberculosis
either in his mother’s family or in his father's.
As a young man in excellent health, he worked in
various ashestos mines and plants for about four
and a half years. Aflerwards, he worked for the
Quebec Asbestos Corporation for about ecleven
years, Louis was first employed by this Com-
pany in ils open pit, where he assisted in drilling
opcrations, always performed by dry mecthods.
He reports that on many occasions he helped in
boring into the side of the mine wall, and then
in hollowing out a long tunnel in which he and
his companions worked for hours at a time. The
dust in the air inside these tunnels was so thick
the men could hardly sce cach other. The Com-
pany did not provide them with masks of any
description, and no one ever told Louis that the
dust was dangerous.

After working for about a year In the open pit,
l.ouis was transfered to the job of "cleaner” in-
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side {he plant. Two or three times during his
working hours, he would gather intg Piles the
dust that had seltled and accumulated on the

- stairways and flooy assigned {o him, using for

this purpose a dry brush and shove], At these
times, he moved and breathed in an extraordina.
rily heavy Concenlration of dust, Ang when he
Was not busy, the only “refuge available to him
was the Jittie cabin on his Mooy, wwhich 8s we
have recorded Was a dust-trap in itself,

Among Lounig’ duties, there Was one that qs.
sumes great importance in the scheme of things
that has brevailed in this East Broughton plant,

The “qust chamber” in which a certain amount

of dust js deposited by the venti‘ation system
ills up rapidly. “Thus twice g weel, Louijs
would enter {his room to clean it out. On these
occasions, he would wade kncc-high, and some-
times waist-high, in the dust of the centre of the
100m, open a simal] irap door in the floor, and
the dust would fall to anothey Place on the floor
below, Tgo get the bulk of the dust out of the
room, it was hecessary to shovel it down through
the trap-door, Alter this had been done, Louyis
woulll uyse g sort of vake or dry brush to clean
Hie walls ang floor of the dust, some of which is
slicky, He reports that the dust Was so thick in
the atmosphere that the light from the clectric
Lulb at the ceiling was totally blotteq out while
he was in the roomn. The Company djq not pro-
vide hin with any protection whatsoever against
the dust,

No man can withstand such condilions success-
fully for long, Incvitably, Louis became ill, —
excessive cough, out-of-hreath spells, weakuess,
incapncity for work ang general Imalaise, all pro-
Kressively incrcasing as time wepnt on. [inal-
lys he had to Bive up work about six yecars ago.
e rested at home for ahout six months, and re-
turned to his work, At the end of another year,
he had to give up again, He rested for a short
fime, and then foung a sniall job that required
little exertion jn another village., e had to give
up this work tgq in a little w ile, and has since
remained at hone incapacitateq for worj of any
kind — very sick man .

When Lonjs became scriously ill, he repaired to
the clinje at Thetlorq Mincs, where X-rays were
tiken of his lungs, ¢ was told e had shadows
Or spols on his Jin 5, probably tuberculosis, Louyis

Says the doctors cll into some sort of dispule

over the nalure of his jl)n(‘ss,_hut that after-
wards jt Was decided he had “simple silicosis",
Under theip direction, lie applied {o “La Commjs.
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sion des Accidents” oy compensalion. Ie re.
porls that “La Commission des Accidents” inform-
cd him that it allowe(] compensalion in cases of
"(loublq silicosis", nol in cases of “simple silicos.
is”, and that his claim was therefore rejected,
but that he was advised to go tg g certain hospital
in Montreal for further eXamination, Louis fol-
lowed the advice given by “La Commission (os
Accidents”, About three months later, the hos-
pital doctors reported that the nature of his
malady was unknown, Since then, he has from
time tn time consulted local doclors who tell him
that his lungs are diseased, Drescribe certain
medicines, andg suggest g sanatorium.  Loyis
knows he is close to death; he docs not want to
die away from his family: and he rejeets the idea
of a sanatorium. His home js in direet line o re-
ceive a full share of the dust belehed out by the
plant. Asbestos dust scepg in, despite lightly
closed windows, ang the untiring cfforts of his
wife to keep it out,

In 1944, Louis and his wife and their one child
How cight yvears old were placed on the public
veliel voll of the nrovinee, an(d as usual by way
of “Les Mdres Nécnssilcnscs”.

Thcrcnl’tcr, this family received from this source

a monthly check of £20.00 up 1o October 1917,
when the antount was raise to $30.00. The mo.
ther has found half time worl in the village, and
brings in a fow «dollars. The family is vyery poor:

Louis’ ‘consultations with doctors and the medj-

cines they have preseribed have been expensive;
in addition — and who cap blame him — he has
hought one expensive patent niedicine after ay.
other in desperate hope of betterment. Municipal
laxes on the humble dwelling owued by the fam-
ily are nearly three years overdyes there is no
loncy to pay them, Thcrcforc, the family is
faced with the prospect of soon losing ils home,
since the Municipal Councei) usually forecloses
when taxes are more {han three years overdue,

Dossier No. 87

Addlard Quz\lrcvinglwm is a complelely
hroken down man, very ]l any close to the hoint
of death al the age of fifly-three,

Adélard was in excellent healty when he Tirst
went to work at the Quchee Ashesing Corporalion
plant,  There is no recorq of pulmonary {uubera
ctlosis in his molher's family, or in his father's,
He was firgt cmployed in {he nlant as g “hagper,
The work of such a man wij] he described in the
next dossier, Sufficient to say here that thie ie
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est of Al jobs in the mine and plant..

¢ hours A day, six days a week, Adélard la-

. rée . AL
mmcy;}wsr!c confaminated by an infinite number

of visible and invisible particles of asheslos dust.
e sivs that the dust was so thick in the air that
offentimes he «could not clearly sce objects ten
reet away,  llis home was situated so as to re-
ceive a full share of the dust bhelched out by the
plant,  Thus for cight years, never a breath of
clean air while at work; and for most of the
time not a breath of clean fresh air while ot home.
Adélard, tired of his job after eight years, gave
it up, and went to work on a farm. About ten
vears laler, he returned to work again at the Que-
ee Ashestos Corposvation plant.  This time, he
was sct to work outside the plant, on what i3
called “lec ecalvaire” by TFrench Canadian work-
men,  This word “calvaire” is a corruption of
the English word “culvert”, and never has the ge-
nius of the French Canadian ordinary people for
IFrenchifying English words been employed more
aptly (Janguage professors, take note) .

To work “sur le calvaire” means to work along

“and at the end of a sort of road atop the gigantic

pile of rejected asbestos ore seen outside Quebcee
ashestos processing plants,  Along the ridge of
such piles there is a conveyor that carries reject-
cd material from the plant, and dumps it at the
far end of the pile, whicl in time becomes mount-
ainous in size. At the very end of “le calvaire”,
sofire two hundred and fifty feet up in the air,
Adélard met his final doom. The conlinuous
dumping of the rejected material.onto this pile,
and the act of spreading it out  or shovelling it
down into space, produced a dense cloud of dust
which was blown hack sharply into Adélard’s
face hy the high winds generally prevailing at the
high end of “le calvaire”, At no time did the Com-
pany provide him with protection of any kind
agnainst the dust, He hought a pair of gogales to
nroleel his eves. e did not know that it was
dangerous lo inhale the dust, bhut since breathing
in it was not too pleasant, he would periodically
buy a mouth and nose mask at the viliage store,
ITe had to discard these masks, since he could not
do his work while.wearing one.

Alter some six months “sur le calvaire”, Adé-
lard began to feel ill effects . Ile noticed a
marked out-of-breath feeling after exertion:; he
felt vague distress; he tired easily and he began
to cough frequently — a dry cough, He consulted
a loeal -doctor and was told he had heart trouble.
ITe was advised to go to the Thetford Mines clinie
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suously and breathed deeply in an al-
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for x-rnif cxamination, After a while, he reprired
to the clinie, whose report was forwarded to his
local doctor. Adélard was then told that he had
a ‘“veil” over his lungs, and that his malady was
not c)ontngious. (Asbestosis alonc is not contag-
ious.

Although markedly ill, Adélard had all through
this phase continued at his works the man had a
wife and a housclul of children, some of them ill,
to support. But the time came, some two or three
years laler, when he had to give up work alto-
gether. Ie could no longer walk the long painful
road of “le calvaire” wilhiout becoming so out-of-
breath that he could not work for the remainder
of the day. He again repaired to the Thetford
Mines clinic. This time he was told that he had
heart trouble and tuberculosis, and that his niala-
1y was contagious., According to Addlard, none
of the doctors whom he consulted ever mentioned
the word “asbestosis” to him. IHis cough had
long ago become wet, and there he sits and lies to-
day, coughing and spilting profuscly, dreadfully
itl, in a ramshaclkel house that is as lightly closcd
as possible against the avalanche of dust descend-
ing upon the village, i

No doctor, municipal or provincial govern-
ment official, or Company offlicial has ever
breathed the word “compensalion” to Adélard.
He knows nothing «whatsoever about “La Com-
mission des Accidents”, and has never applicd
for compensation cither to it or to the Company.
About a year ago, the name of his family was ins-
cribed on the roll of “Les Méres Nécessiteuses”.
L.et us then see how the family has fared,

The eldest daughter keeps home for the family,

the mother having dicd of nulmonary discase °

about six ycars ago. A son aged ninctecn has
now been in a sanatorium these last three
months; he coughs a good deal, and according to
report, is suffering from “pleurisy”, and inflam-
mation of the Jungs. Another son, suffcring

from pulmonary discase of some sort, cntered a

sanatoriuny when he was twenty one, tired of the
confinement after three years, and returned
home, where he has been these last three years.
When I visited him carly last September, he was
shockingly ill but still on his fect, (Two or
three weelks later, he died, supposcdly of pulmo-
nary discase),

Two of the older sons are now working “in the
woods”, state of health unknown to me. A son
aged six{cen remains at home; not working.
Three other small children are still at primary
school in the village,
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The last time [ visited this family was in Scpt- of working in this mine and plant 2 How can
ember of 1948, It was on a Thursday afternoon these doclors explain that they did not tell these
of a cold day, and the wind was blowing a thick * workmen they were suffering from asbestosis,
storm of dust upon the house, All the windows and that, conscquently, they had right to comp-
were tightly closed, and had bcen continuously censation 2 We do not know the answers o

for ncarly four nights and -days. Nevertheless, as-

: C - these questions,  But what we do know s
bestos dust had sceped into the housci it lay in

that not long ago onc of these doctors said, "I

—_—

visible degree on window sills and here and we told the workmen of East Broughton that they
there on the floor, although the home was clean were alfected by asbestosis, it would cost the
otherwise, The air inside the kitchen-living Conmpany too much nioncy”.
room in which we assembled was warm and op- . R .
pressive, The poor father, Adéland, sat by the , The workmen of Last Broughton, or their
stove, and despite all efforls {c the contrary, widows, ltave never brought suit for damage
coughed and spat, ‘The son, who was to die of . against the Company. And if they had taken
highly contagious discase a few wecks later, ‘ such action, perhaps it would have given rise
stood and swayed in front of the stove, coughing only to other *“Procts des Veuves de St-Remi i
and spitting, ‘Lhe three small children had come d’Amherst”, the lesson of which should not he E
in from school and had brought along some of forgotien, ;
their little fricnds; fmd in a corner of this room The workmen of East Broughton, or their .,
of pestilence, the group of scven or cight had familics | -er received i ¢ |
settled down to the busy occupations of children. SAMLLCS frave never received coimpensalion from -
L.a (fomxn;ss?lon lllCS Acltlxdcntsl de (}Zucpac . The
. . . very few claims they addressed to the “Commis-
Conclusion re dossicra detailed here. . j\ Non” were side-tracked.
Ashestosis nearly always leads to pulmonary 4 The refusal of the “Commission” to award
tuberculosis or to heart discase, and frequcntly , compensation was based upon imacceptable pre-
to bol_h. text. For example: one of these workmen, {atally
According lo medical and government records, ill of an occupational discasc, was told by a res-
these worlauen are ill or have dicd of pulmon- ponsible official of “La Commission dcs Acci-
ary tuberculosis or of heart disease. But if dents”: “The governmcent awards compensation
proper consideration is given to the dusty con- in cases of “double silicosis’, but not in cases of
ditions in which they worked for five, 10 and up ‘simple silicosis’”  This term “double silicosis”
fo 235 years, onc may say in all certainty that does not exist in medical literature. There is no
these men are or were victims of asbestosis and discase recognized as such by the medical pro-
ils complications. It is ashestos dust that short- fession. i
encd their lives. . In outline, these cases arc like very many of ‘
_These workmen, ill or dead of an occupational those at St. Remi d’Ambherst: a Company abuscs :
discase, have never received compensation, al- an employee by maintaining conditions of work ,
though they were fully cnlitled to it by way of that must eventually and inevitably bring about |
both common law and of the Workmen’s Comp- his premature death; the Company cscapes its i
cnsation Act of Quebec. 1 responsibility allogether; the provincial govern-
They never received compensation by way of | ment sils by idly, knowing of these conditions; !
common law becausc they never brought suitl the provincial government rejects the employcee’s
for damage against the Company; and they never \g claim to compcensation, giving one frivolous rea-
brought suit against the Company because no onc son or another o juslily its action, and then con-
Iias ever informed them regarding the nature of demns his family to hopeless poverty by sanc-
asbeslosis. None of the numcrous persons inter- timoniously inscribing its name on the rclicf roll ;e
vicwed, worluuen presently ill,  widows, and of the province.
f]l,lilrlldw? o{l (1(‘:19 \\lgrknzﬁxix, s(lcicgr&cs% to know any- There arc literally hundreds of such cases in
R al all regarding this discasc. = ) Quebee. Responsibility for their cxistence rosts
At this point, the doctors in the ashesios region upon the Companics that take advantage of the
of Quchee must face their responsibility in this . ignorance of the population in medical matters:

whole situation, IHow can‘thcy crxnl:\ir) that upon cerlain doclors who are not falfillting their
RN EIRY . o . — . Al .. P
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steht abuses; and upon_sncicly. which does not
raise its voice in cffeetive protest.

Therefore, the main objectiyes in this stluation
at Iast Broughton may he simply outlined.
Socicly as a whole must force the Company and
the government (1) to repair as far ns is possible
lhe wrong perpelrated upon’ these families, and
(2) 1o etiminale ashestos dust from the air being
inhaled by these people. I the second objective
is not allained, tragedies such as those detailed
here will multiply in nmumber in the very near

huture. .
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THE BAGGERS

“Twenty-four men who work in the plant
operated by the Quebec Asbestos Corporation,
but who are not employees of the company.

The dusticst, and therefore the most dangerous,
tasks in this plant are accomplished by men
who are not employees of the Quebec Asheslos
Corporation. Since the work these men do is an
all-important and integral part of the work that
must be done in the plani, why are they not cm-
ployees of the Company? Surcly, there must be
an answer, What then are the facts in this extra-
ordinary situation?

These 24 men are known in the plant as “bag-
gers” and “pilers”. Their story will be told
here by way of the story of a “hagger” whom, for
the sake of convenicence, we shall call Joseplh.

Joseph is a strong., well-built and vigorous
young man aged about 25, a capable worker in
cxcellent health. e has worked in a large room
on the first floor of the Quebec Asbestos Corpo-
ration plant for these last four years. Into this
room there enters many shutes from which as-
bestos fibre ready for “bagging” falls continu-
ously when the plant is in operation. At various
places along a wall of this room, the fibre accum-
ulates in great piles, at the edge of whicl Joseph
stands, a shovel in his hands. He bends down
close to the pile, scoops up a great shovel-
full of the fibre, turns and dumnps it into a bur-
lap bag held out wide-open to him by a fellow-
worker, The falling of the fibre onto the floor
and Joseph's shovelling combine to relense into
the air a very large amount of dust, in which
Joseph is working with lowered head and breath-
ing deeply. For this is a strenuous job, and more-
over, he is working at top speed, since he is
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paid according to the number of. bags he fills,
After he has filled fifty bags or so, lic changces
places with his companion, who takes a lurn
at shovelling, while Joseph holds the bags open
lo reccive the fibre. As a bag is Beifg filled
and the fibre shaken down compactly into if,
considerable dust is shot directly up into
Josepl's [ace, since he Is standing over the bag
and Jooking down info it. When a bag has been
filled to its proper limit, Joseph, who has been
holding a ncedle In hand, sews it up in a few
deft movements.  ‘The bag is then picked up hy
a "piler”, who stacks it on olliers at a far cnd
of the room. Fifty or so bags later, Joseph relurns
lto shovelling, and so on through his working
wours.

It has hecen mentioned previously that the as-
bestos dust on the slairways and floors of the
plant is periodically collected by *‘cleancrs”.
This parlicular dust is cventually deposited in
1 large chamber, about 80 x 60 fect in sizoe.

Twice a week, the “bagaers” and “pilers” must -

cnler this room fo bag the dust it contains. For
this dust is sold for good money. All of the dead-
ly dust at large in the plant or belched down
upon the village is valuable and salable. And
since devices to capture practically all of it at
its point of origin have long existed, it must be
concluded that failure to install them is duc (o
a malevolence or to a stupidily bheyond compre-
hension. After all, purchase and installation of
such devices could be paid for by sale of the
dust they capture,

At any rate, Joseph and his companions work
at top-spced in the “dust chamber” for lhours
al a time, twice a week. When they first enter
the chamber, the dust packed down upon the
floor is ymorce than knce-high, and into it they
wade and work actlively, Every movement thev
make stirs up the dust, and the air they hreathe
is filled with visible and invisible particles of
the mincral to a point that defies descriplion.
Finally, the mien stagzer oul of the chamber,
choking, coughing and snilting., their clothing,
hands and faces, encrusted heavily by dust. They
shake off as mueh of it as they can, and return
to their usual nlace of work, not mucls less dusty
than the “dusl chamber” itsclf.

Joseph and his 23 companions are not Pro-
vided with protection of any kind against the
dust. There is no nlace in or immedintely oul-
side the vlant to which thev ean relive for even
one hreath of elean fresh air. The only lime thev
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get nway from incredibly heavy concenlralions
of dust during working lhours is when they cat
their midworking day nical in Ure foul and dis-
case-producing “dining-room” previously  de-
scribed, or when Ihey retire to the abominable
place called a toilel room,

After his work, Joseph walks down the hill to
his.homc. Some of the dusl he livs inhaled
during his working hours has mixed with the
nioist sccretions inside his nostrils. This miat-
ure has hardened, and caked the inside of his
nose so thickly that he - can hardly  Dbreathie
through it Whercupon, he must stick a [inger
up his nostrills, and dig out the cakes of hardena
ed dust —~. A brocess that frequently injures the
lining of his nose, starts nosehleeding, and opens
the way widely, or rather, invites infection. Un
arrival howe in his dust-laden clathing, Joseph
wsially finds the house tightly closed azainst
the storm of dust ontside. Much dust has never-
theless seeped into il, and he therefore inhales
moie of it,

Presently, Joseph is in excellent hcalth, le
coughs very much more frenquently than does an
heallhy man, but this docs not hother him too
much, since he is unaware of its significance.
About a yecar ago, he caught a touch of the “grip-
pe” and beecoming wlarmed repaired to  the
clinic at Thelford Mines Tor X-ray cxamination.
He was told that everything was in good order.
Joseph is married; he supports a wife, his father,
and his brother's child.

Joseplt’s brother, whom we shall call Arthur, is
now 26 years old. He had worked “in the dust”
at the Quchee Asbostos Corporation plant for
about a year and a half when an aciyte altack
of “pleurisy” knocked him out. Aflter resting
al homie for some lime, he returnced to his work,
Four more months “in the dust”™ was sufflicient
to knock him out permanently, and hie was sent
to a sanaloritun where he is today: diagnosis,
“pleurisy”, pulmonary disease. Arthur coighs a
good deal, and according to reports, is still bring-
Ing up out of his respiratory svslem “le coton',
The men call ashestos fibre “lec coton”, and
have learned lo recoguize its presence in the
glulinous masses they spit out. After Atthur's
tragedy had taken definite form, pulmonary tu.
berculosis manifested itself in his wife; there-
upon, she joined him as inmate of the sanatn-
ritnn. Joseph reccived his brother's child into
hgs home, which though somewhat dusty, pro-
vided a roof over its head.
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No one holding posilion of u_u(horxly I Que-
hee hias evep told Joseph that inhalation of as.
hestos g dangeroys o his healty, e says that
some of thie oldey worlers ip the plant insist
that the dust is noy dmmcrous, but that the
Younger Workers pre skeplica] and uncasy opn
this score, This Joseph is g fine intc“gacnl
Young man; anq the same may he said of his 23
colmpanions iy worlk,
the truth of the condiliong hc:u'in;,' down tpon
it. But it is bcginning 1o discover it Imnh.'lza.rd--
Iv hepe and there, And the most bromising sign
seen lhruu;,'houl the Eroup is the bcuinnin,’{ of g
deep ang stubborn anger — gy emotion viga) {o
the preservalion of life, and thay can Icarl_to
acconmlishuwnls that are socially construetjve
— if that anger is kept under conirnl,

Death on the installment plan

Many men have worked g¢ “bagpeps” and as
“Dierg” in thig plant frop as short g period ng six,
months, , year or two, anqg have then Jert be-
cause they could ny longey stand (he dust. J¢
Is entirely reasonahle g dssime hyy these mep
Wepre ph,\'sicnlly damageq lo a degree that Jeqt
them cxIr;un'dinm'ily Suseeptible to infeetions of
many kings, Few nyep can work under suely con.
ditions fop 4 period of five to ten years with-
oul Conlracting ay ashestosis that wijj lead o
bDremature deally,

Let uys relurn to the Specifie eage of Joseph,
which exemplifies the case of the 23 other men,
Should he conlinye {4 work “jp the dust”, for
another twao, three or four Years, the road ahea(
for Joseph ig fille(] with unmeriteq disease,
misery and  abjeey Doverty clfore e finally
joins i bx'othcr. also headed Drccipitously for
the gryve, Medica] literature s full or such ecaggpg,
To the Derson whg woul quarpel wilh.this un-

’
must in any Drognosis, should pe disrcgnnlcd:
the Jife of an innoceny man and of nig family js
at stake,

A Y
Doclopg whao refuse to recognize asbeslosig In
an individual tunti) X-rays confirm jig Dresence
are in serioug crror, X.rayg do not alwayg alve
a Lrue Dicture of what happens to the Individu:ll
who inhaleg over a periog of time air Conluining
a heavy Droportion or asbestos dust; they do not
reveal the onset of e ~(Iisc:|sc: and [rcqucn!ly.

they (o not reveg) its progregs Or even jig exist-
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enee at gy rdvance slage, Mox'covcr, ard most
izm)orlnntlv, wWlien X-rays do confirm the CXist-

vice of the discage in an individunl il is tog Late,

Iuch (oo late, to do him any pgood: by that time,

his malady hys become incux'ablc and fata],
There jg but one inlc“igcnl abproach o the
Problem ¢f ashestosjs, doseph will become

fatally in if he conlinues tq Worl and (o live “jp
the dust”, Hlinu'nn(c the dusy from his CNviron-
rent — gy this can be done — and he wiyy nout
contract iy disease, whose comnplicateq forms
are difficylt —. often impossiblc -— {o recognize
or {o separate o from the othep by way of
X-ray lcclmiqucs.

What has heep said in the abovyea Daragraph
about ashestosig is cqually anplicahle {o silicosis,
The rathep mixed Feactions of the I’rovinvinl
Bovernmeny to my arlicle “I.a Silicoge” (publish.
e "Hc!nliuns”. Maren 1948) canmnotl he detaileg
here; mb ong oy {hem SCrves o th\!r:urc the
seneral iu('ompcl('n(‘c of thig Eovernmeny lo deny
With (he brobleny ¢f occupationy] discases, A
new government commissiop has been sel up (o
study the vrebleny of silicmi\;, and Dresumgply

The first IMNnopnee) move of thjy
(tommission was o send a Drominent doctor in
sovernmmeny cmploy (o London and Parjs, where
conlereneeg on OCCupationg] disenses Were
scheduled, This g the same ol bunk wilh
Which the Bovernment has mef the brotestalinng
of the people of East toushion fop more thap
four Years, Annonnccmcnt of one
trip after another by Bovernment {unctmn:u-ios
10 hepo, there, and CVerywhere, all paid for by
the bublie, we need nof say, "o
out galore hefore trip anq after trip, byt
one singje cffective act to climinafe Or to contre)
the dust being inhaleg by these Dceople,

The problem g¢ LEast Broughton is cule, ang
demands inunerh'ntc action, noy dehixe VOoyares
to Yarious distant Doints of the carth, The
people of East Bl'mmhlon are riddle by ashesto.
s, 3 heart Msease; the facts in all
their 1orror gre :n'nilnblc. and the sovernmeny
NOWS  {hig, Anmple and nulhorilntivc medient
and onmno(‘x'ina Iitcra!ux‘e on the Ssubject ,f in.
halation of asbestog dust g been ip the DOSsess-

fon of the govcrn‘mcnt for Years, op has heen
t this Iilorn!urc

casily Wailable (g it, Throu:zhou
lere Funs l_he inescapahle refrain . the resulting
flisease g Meurahle and fatal; i} takes many

orms, Some o which are familiap and others
ot it js q discase that can be Preventeg by con-
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Why are not Joseph, the “baggers” gnd the
“pilers” employees of the Quebec Asbestos

I shall not
tion. But I cq

ordinary arrangement L
Joseph and of his 23 co1
Corporahon, and up

bee Asbestos
cial governm

Josex)h..

gers” and “pi
deau,

Corporation ?

attempt o answer the above ques-
n tell the precise cffects this extra-

ent,

as upon the forluncs of
npanions,

upon the Qt_le-
on the provin-

and that is (o say here the “bag.
lers”, are employees of Lucien Ny.

A Y
Lucien Nadeay js a former

Quebee Asbestos Corporation .
some 20 years, and then became in-

capacitated for work. It is generally understoo

the plant for

among the vi

cmployee of the

by “silicosis’, (Throughouyt the

the worq “asbestosis” )
ract in the mines
¥y called tubereculos

the men cont
dlscruninntcl

Ile worked in

Hagers that Mr. Nadeay is alllicte

asbestos region

scems taboo. The illness
and plants is in-
Is or heart Ipoy.

ble or stlicosis; mention of any worg tying up
the illness to ashestos being

Stech cvasiog
their familie

halation aof a
V/\fggr he h

shestos dust.
ad hern Avr Ar o

Renerally avoided,

1 serves to keep the wWorkmen an

s in line, since il allays whatever

fear they may have rcunx)'(ling the danger of in-
i t

]

Quebec Asbestos Corporation, And theye an ar-
rangement wag concluded wherchy the Company
set him up jp business as a “contractor”. In his
capacily ag “contmctox-". My, Nadeay aqreed to
bag all'the ashestog fibre broduced in the plant,
and to set the hags aside for shipment, The
Comn:my agreed {o nay him , small commission
for each bag of fibre nrepared fop shipment —
an arrangement that permitted hjm lo collect g
Rood day’s pay for himselr, But Mr. Nadeay had
o money o Nay the men neecessary to Ect e
wark (one, thrcupnn, the (Iomnnn,\' agreed
lo give Mr, Nadeay a check gt the end of ciach
two Weeks during the time in which the conlract
Was in force — the size of the cheek to depend
uvon the amount e would neeqd o pay the
baggers and “Dilepgr at curront rates, nlus his
own commission, Thus at the end of cach {wo
‘\‘vcck veriod since Mr, Nadeay has become a
tontractor”, he has received p check from the
(,omnn.n.v. e turpg this check into money, ang
hays his mep in cash, the amount Jeft over bheing
HS owp remuneration, M, Nadcay therefora is
not.nchm”_v an in(lcpcm!cnt business man, since
e is financeq lhrounhnut his career us *foqp.
tractor? by the Company, In other words, this
sel-up from which Lucien Nadeay Cnierges gg
a “co_ntrm*tor" is a fake, But the nen who work
for him are legally his employces.

. Thc.r)rofit Mr. Nadean collects a5 “confrnctm"'
IS sulficient lo sunnort Rimself and familv, ang
no more, Thcrcforc. 1e is unahle to proviie his
cbloyees with the Drolection hhe must, if he
wishes fo avoid scrious charges of criminag] neg-
ligence. Moreovcr, he knows rcl:xlivcly nothing
abhout the dangers of inhalation ol ashestos dust;
he _knnws relatively nothing about (he devices
which could climinate or control this deadly
(I_ust being inhaleq by his cmployeey: and if he
d{d have stich knm\')cd;:c. he does not have 4
nickel o bay for thejr cost of burchase apg in-
stallation,

Enter Mr, E. E. Spafford vho was up to a fow

months aqg gcneral manager of the
Onrr\Lr\- Ao N
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’po,_,ll'on- Mr., .0"
Donncll,  son ~in -
faw to the Prime
Minister of Cana-
da, Mr. Louis St,
Laurent, acted as
legal  counsel to
the “Timmins
group" implicated
in  the ‘'silicosis
affaire’, The so-
called  “rectifica-
tion" of my article
“La Silicose, de St.
Remi d'Amherst 3
PUngava™ by ‘“Re-
lations”, and the
subscquent refusal
of “Relations' to
print any reply by
me to declarations

made cither publi. £ ‘ A “
cly or privately by ALl

the “"Timmins
group’'', wero
brought about per- -
haps chicfly by M, O'Donnell, whoso brilliance and abi~
lity havo been well-known to tho Canadlan legal pro-
fession for some years,

M. Hugh O'DONNELL, K.C.

On ocecasions in the past, Joseph and his
fellow-workers have complained about working
condilions to Mr. Spafford. Joseph tells me that
on these occasions, My, Spafford has l‘CI)].lC(]
“You do not work for the Quebee Ashestos Gor-
poration”, or “I don't know you”, or "‘I have
nothing to do with you". Mr. Spalford's lcgal
bosition is unimpeachable. But one (la,y some-
time ago, Joseph, having finished his day’s work,
walked to another part of the plant, lllCﬂ.rl\\'lllec
pulling a cigarelte out of his 1)9ckcl'an<l lishting
it. It is forbidden to smoke in this plant. Mr,
Sthidford, coming along at the moment, saw
Joseph smoking—an incident l{mt led promptly
to Joseph being fired from his job..Al'lcr Joseph
had repaired to the Company offices three or
four times, Mr. Spafford finally told him he could
80 back to work. And so apparently, Mr. Spaf-
ford has the power to bring about_lhe swmmmary
dismissal of these men, or to hire them, al-
though they are not Icgally his cnmon(_‘cs.

Naturally, the men do not press ”101.1‘ coni-
plaints upon their legal cmployer, Lucien Nu-
deau, ‘”c is ns belpless as they are,
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Occupational diseases in the United States,

The next factoy of importance re the stalus
of these men should be introduced by way of
a paragraph on the history or occupational (is-
ase in the United Stales, The subject of danger.
ous trades has occupied the close atfention of
the American beople for more than 40 vyears.
And while working condilions here and “there
inthe U.S. are far from ideal, very great progiess
has been made jn solving the problem. This de-
sirable result has been achieved in very large
part because worknen have excercised their
rights to bring damage suits against an cmplover
who maintained unhealthy working conditions
in his place of business.” Suech an  cmployer
found himseclf being sued in Coutl by one or
two or as many as 10, 15, 25 or more of his ¢ny-
ployees and their faniilies, cach of them elaim-
ing anywhere from $15,000 to 25,000 and more,
In innumerable cascs, such suits were decided
in favor of the cmployees, sociely meanwhile
standing by and encouraging such aclion by the
employces, sinee it wis recognized by braclically
everyone that here was aclion that benefited
socicly as g whole, as well as the inlerested
parties, The cmployer got out of the mess he had
ereated as best he could — 2 VeTY expensive ¢x-
perience in many cascs. Ile also made an at-
tempt toward climination of the working con-
dilions that haq brought disaster upon s c¢me-
vloyees, o0 as o avoid more suits in the future.
And if he did not have sense cnough to fake this
sten of his own accord, the insurance company
that handled his business prodded him into jt
in no uncertain manner, News of such deveiop.
ments spread rapidlv among industrialists and
insurance company officials, many of whom
voluntarily took steps to climinate in their own
places of husinesg conditions thut micht bring
damage snits down upon them. As result, work-
ing conditions immensely improved throuzhount
the country, and an incaleulable amount of (js-
case and consequent tragedy averted. 1t is enlire-
lv safe lo say that all Amerjcan employers and
insurance companies of any conscquence huave
been for now many years completely informed
about these matters,

Nullification of common law in Quebec.
The arrangnment hetween the Quebee Asbestos

Corporation and Lucien Nadeay despoils  the
“baggers” and “pilers” of {he right which Amey-
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.ugerous occupalions hiave exerclsed
©ach salutary elffects. In other words, the
-uec Asbestos Corporation has been, ang is,

uhmost completely protected by way of this ar-
rangement from the possibilily of dsmnge suits
by the men who have prepared, or who are now
preparing, ashestos fihre foy shipment out of its
planl.  And let us remember that these are {he
men who perform the dusliest and most danger-
ous work in the plant,

There are many men in this calegory at East
Broughton who have legitimate claims in com.
mon faw for irreparable damage comumitted upon
them, and conditions in {he plant are such that
their number will be substantially augmented
in the not distant future. Some of these men have
already died, their rights o bring suit for dam.
age having devolved upon their families, DBut,
even if any of these practically penniless people
had the money to pay for legal services, it is
doubtiul that -any lawyer would undertake to
bring damage suit on their behalf,

To illustrate the above: let us use the case of
Joseph again, Let us assunie that sometime in
the next five years, or for good measure, the
hext ten years, Joseph becomes incapacitated for
work and fatally ill, as he surely will if he con-
linues to inhale ashestos dust “in the quantily
he has heen inhaling these last four years., Should
Joseph decide (o bring damage suit in Court,
when he becomes ill, he must sue his legal em-
ployer, Lucien Nadeau. But if he should win his
case against Mr, Nadeau, he cannot collect the
315,000 to $25,000 and more usually awarded hy
the-Courts in such cases in the U.S., since Mr.
Nadeau does not have the money to pay even
a small part of such smns, little enough in ex.
change for life or health. One might say that
Joseph could then institute suit for damage
against the Quebec Ashestos Corporation, scek-
ing therchy 1o establish joint responsibility of
the Comnany. But Joseph's lepgal problem will
be infinitely more complicated than that,

Lucien Nadeauy has been an “employer” for
only a short tinie, Ag a “bagger™ at the Quebee
Asheslos Corporatlon vlant, Joseph has already
worked for three such “employers”, and before
he Dbecomes ill he will prohably work for two
or threce more such. Thercfore, legal responsi-

bility for any damage incurred by Joseph will -

rest upon Lucien Nadeau and four, five or sjx )

other such “employers”, To present his elaim
for damage to a Court, Joseph will need to sue
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cach and all of Iy "cmplo,vcr.s". that is (o suay,
a number of practically penniless men, Further.
more, the men sct-up ag “employers” by the Que-
bee Ashestos Corporation Are usnally muaeh ofdep
than the “haggers™ “pilers”: very often they
ire men who, like Lucien Nadeau, have bhecome
Incapacitated for work, One such “employer'
is cven now setiously 1] at ISast Broughton. Thus
one or more of Joseph's “employers” may quile
probably Ie dead by the time Joseph hecomes
ill enough (g sue for damage, To say the least,
it is very difficult 1o make good g claim for
damage wyainst adead man, since the Court must
hear the other side of the story before it can
pronounce judgment.

. One might sav that Joseph could, on becoming
ill, sue the Quebee Ashestos Corporation and the
whole lot of his “cnmloycrs”. all at one and the
same time.  This jg . prospect that woulg make
almost any lawyer faing outright, Rcwonsibility
for anv damage that may come o Joseph from
inhalation of asbestos dust has been so dispersed
that he would have praclically no chance at a0
of co“cc}mg cven a penny hy way of Courts of
f.aw designed to nrotect basic human rights,

Conclusions

To sum up. The arrangements helween the
Quebec Asbestos Corporatjon and such “contraet.
ors” as Lucien Nadeay bring ahout the following
results:

1) The Company saves money by throwing
t'hr; burden of brotecting the “baggers” and
“pilers” from inhalation of asbestos dust upon
a number of dummy “omploycrs”. none of whom
can assume that burden, )

2) The Company is almost completely protect.
ed from damage suile which these men might
mstitule in Court against it, this aspect of the
1ssue having become entangled in lepalities
which, if not imurmmmrnb!c. would  require
many years of costly Jitigation to disentangle.

3) The inalienable right 1o proteclion whicly
cach of (hese “haguers” and “Dilers” DOSsesses
In common law jg Krossly violated and nullifie(d
at every step in the game.

4) These men are completely helpless, and
this lhrouah.no faull of thejy own,

5) Worthy, resvectable ang meritorious men
such as Lucien Nadeau are used as tnwilting
tools to visit abuse upon their fellow-workery,
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Another group of men who work in the plant

operated by the Quebec Asbestos Corporation,

but who are not employed by the company.

This group of cight men known as “loaders”
work for a special dummy employer sct up by
the Company, Their job’is to handle the bags
filled with asbestos fibre [rom the time they leave
the bagging roont up to the time they have been
loaded on freight cars. ‘This is strenuous work,
and must be elassified as among the most danger-
ous in the plant, These men are not provided
with masks or other protection against the dust,
and — butl there is no point in telling the dismal
«lory again, What has heen written here about
“Dbaggers” and  *“pilers” applies ecqually to the
“loaders”.

—a7
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EAST BROUGHTON,
A SEMI-CLOSED TOWN

The pattern of rule that has prevailed at Iast
Broughton was sct some Lwenly five years ago
by the general manager of the Quebec  Asbeslos
Corporation, Mr. 15 E. Spafford. At that time,
none of the villagers had the slightest inkling that
tlie dense clouds of asbestos dust that rolled down
upon the village were dangerous to their heaith.
But this dust was an enervating nuisance, and it
dirtied theiv homes, inside and outside.

A worthy cilizen of the village, a Mr, Eleuthére
Groleau, had built upon his property a small
building in which e prepared maple syrup and
maple sugar for market. IHe and his family de-
pended in part on this small business for liveli-
liood. DBut no matter how tightly closed he kept
the windows and doors, ashestos dust sifted into
the building, got into his syvrup and spoifed Targe
halehes of it. After this nuisance had gone on for
some time, Mr, Groleau announced that if it were
nol stopped, he would bring damage suit against
the Company. His declaralion spread throuzhout
the village, and became known (o the manage-
ment of the Company. Whercupon, mine and
plant ceased operations abruntly. And through-
outl the ranks of the villagers there spread myster-
iously, or olherwise, the ramor that mine and
plant would not be rcopencd until My, Grolenu
had renounced his intention to hring suit. The
situation held there for a few days, and unlil a
farge number of the workers thrown out of their
iobs mol togelher and apnearcd as a groun hefore
Me, Groleau's door, demanding thal he withdraw
his complaint, Under this kind of pressure, Mr.
Groleau acceded to their demand,  Thereupon,
mine and plant vcopened, the men went hack to
work, and Mr, Groleau continued to pocket his
10sses as best he could, -
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This experience has had an important and Jast-
ing effect upon the psycholowy of the workers
and their families. They have since lwcd‘m pa-
ralyzing fear of losing their work, So swxf.t and
s0 decisive was {he Company’s action that it has
never found it necessary actually to close mine
ind plant again in order to imnose ils will upon
ihe people of East Broughton, Reports that the
Company would close its mine and plant have
been sulficien! to smother at ])irly any idea cos-
templated by the workers o betler theiv condi-
tions, Through fear inspired by such reports,
the Company has been able to rule the town abso-
lutely insofar as its own interests have been con-
cerned,

The most amazing  feature of this situation is
that no political leader of any description has
ever told the people of BEast Broughton the follow-
ing indisputable fuclse This Queliee Ashestos Cor-
poration is owned by the Philin Carey Mfg. Co.
which, {o carry on iis vast business in the U, S.
and Canada, is absolutely dependent upon the as-
beslos produced in Last Broughton, \Without that
asbeslos, {his Philip Carey Mfg. Co. — asscts now

27 millions dollars—-could not have continued to*

pile up the very large vearly prolits it has in the
past; it could not even have bought the asbestos
it needed from other producers in Quebece or any-
where else, and at the same fime have held its
j bosition against competilors to its producls. There
{ has never existed the slightest possibility during
‘e time under review that the Quebee Ashestos
Corporation would close jts mine and plant for
more than a very short time indeed,.

This situation prevails today., Asbeslos fihre
is the life blood of the Philin Carey Co. Any
threat to close ils mine and plant is a bluff, pure
and simple. For the carrying out of that threat,
and holding to it for more than a short time
meuans the collapse of the Philip Carey Co. The
ncighhorhood of ast Broughton is extremely
vich in still uncxploited reserves of this valuable
mineral in immense demand, And there is not
the slighiest Possibility that exploitalion of this
source of tremendous wealth will be halled by
the Company itself for more than a month or
lwo at mogl,

There may be o tendency on the part of a few
readers to hlame the peonle of East Broughton,
sitee it is clear that simple determined action on
their varvt could in  a very short time have
hrought this Quehee Asbestos-Philip Carey com-
hine under control, But, no one has told these
neople the facls necessary for them to know be-
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fore they can lake intelligent actjon, Newspapers,
hooks and libraries in whieh they could learn
the facls have not heen available to them. These
men have large familjes to suppoct, and the one
reality they know well is the speelre of nearv-fams-
ine that has nppearced on the threshold of so
many Quebec hones during the Iast gencerations,
The paraphenalia of democracy — clections, re-
presentation in the Quelee Legislature and in the
Canadian Pavliament —. has ullerly failed them,
and this through no fayly of their own or of deni
ocracy. Under these circumslances, they alone
could not he expected to solve the social problem
created at ast Broughton by the Quebee Ashes-

los-Philip-Carey combine,

Harbinger of revolt (?)

The anatomy of revolulion sinee the beginning
of lime has been the object  of many scicentific
studies, and one of the primary conclusions that
has emerged is that women are usnally at the bot-
tom of revolution, Since revolutions are almost
invariably the result of abusc that threatens or
destroys the lives of the abuscd, it must be expact-
ed that women wij] play by far the most promi-
nent 1'0]0..1'11 inspiring theni, For it is the pecu-
liar function of women to carry new life and to
protect existing Jife, Their principal drives are
centered upon that function., The women of
East Broughton run true to form. None of these
beople of Bast Broughton are comnletely inform-
ced regarding the damage caused direelly and
indirectly by ashestos dust, But they suspect that
grave damage to life s being brouuht about by
the dust, and the women have been much niore
outspoken about this than have the men, The sus-
picions of the women were  suflicient tg hring
about what must he termed radical action indced,
considering the custonss and mores of Quebec.

There was great excitement in Jlast Bronghlon
on the day of May 7th, 1915, The Municipal
Council was scheduled to hold its monthly mect-
ing tpat cvening, These meetings qre open to the
publie, but so far o woman or women in &
Kroup had been known to attend them at East
Broughton, Early on ihe morning of that day,
three or four women circulated separately in
their immediate neighborhood, knocked at docrs,!
and urged the woman of the house to attend the
Municipal Council meeting, and demand that ac-
tion be taken tg nut an end to the menace of as- |
hestos dust at Jasy Broughton. !
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In an hour or two, dozens of women were like-

fwise circulating throughout the village, cach bent
i on gathering recruils, and the movement assumed

¢ Ihe spontancily always present in vevolution.
- Word of the movement reached Lhe cars of the
i Mayor, who, according fo report, was displeascd

and set up a counter-movement, A very  few
wonien were persuaded to circulate the village,
and nrge other women not to altend the meeling.
And all through the day movement hattled against
counter-novement, wlile the town was as filled
by rumors and arguments as it was by asbestos
dust,

That evening, about sevenly-five women mareh-
ed into the Municipal Council Chamber, and took

< their places in il Most of the wives of the work-

ers were absent, because of fear their hushands
would loose their jobs: but the women who did
attend were sccure in the knowledge that {heijr
action met with the approval of the overwhelm-
ing number of workers’ wives, The Council wuas
called to order by the Mayor, all the Counscllors
being present. All of these nen were greatly sur-
prised by these mass appearance of wonien, and
some of them resenled what they considered an
intrusion. QOne afler another, ten or twelve wo-
men got up on their feetl and addressed the Coun-
cil in no uncertain tevms, and according to all
accounts, they spoke well, Proceedings through-
out were orderly, hut debate waxed spirited]

and voices rosc high. Late in the meeting, one o

the Counscllors introduced = resolution” calling
upon the Quebee Ashestos Corporation to ameljo-
rate the dust conditions eause] by it. The reso-
lulion was approved by the majority of the Coun-
sellors, and copics were scnt to each of the fol-
lowing: the Quchee Ashestos Corporation; the
Philip Carey Mg, Co., the provincial Departnient
of Health, "and the County DBureau of Hygicne.
After which everyone went home, all agreeing
that the vesolution would not have been approved
if the women had not heen present to push it
through,

A day or so aflerwards, the Mayor of East
Broughton cvidently visited (he offices of M.
Spafford. On relurning from the interview, he
veported  (in the hearing of a number of wit-
nesses) that Mr, Spafford had said essentially the
following: “Dg these people forgel what hap-
pened when Eleuthere Groleau protested against
dust conditions?" which was {o say, “wilhdraw
the resolulion or | close mine and plant”, Ifcw
in Last Broughton had nol heard the warning by
nightfall,

—46 —

e

e

On May 21st, the Municipal Council received a
lettee from Mr, Spafford, asking what proporlion
of the population was complaining about the dust,

And on May 24, the Municipal Council receive-
ed an ulltimatum from Me. Spufford that was zen-
crally taken (o mean that the mine and plant
would he closed, if the resolutions were not with-
drawn, So far as can be learned, the Municipal
Council did not veply officially to Mr. Spafford's
letiers,

At the next niecting of the Council, women
agaln marched into {he Council Chamber. They
numbered about thirty, discouragement and fear
having taken its toll. But this time, the wonen
were truly angry, and muclh more excitement re-
sulled. They were asked to wait; and the Mayor
threatened o resign  if wonien continued to at-
tend Council meetings, Everyone went home
sood and mad, But as time went on, fower and
fewer wonien attended  the meelings, and the
whole movement petered out, this heing helped
tlong by the nlanted rumor to the cfflcct that the
Company coulg not alford to install dust elimin-
ating devices, sinee ashestos deposits were prac-
lically exhausled, and that the mine could only
be operated for another year or two at most. The
resolulion was eventually burried without benefit
of public ceremony

It would be a scrious mistake tn dismiss this
action taken by the women of 13ast Broughton as
atrivial village incident of ng cOncern to the re-
mainder of the nrovinee, This is the Wway violent
rcvolut.mn begins, That the spontancons movye-
ment juitinted by these women pelercd out is
'n.lmo:\t customary in carly slages of revolution,
T'o cite hut one example: the women of Irance
had heen set haek a nuuber of times hefore they
1nspived their men to tear down the Bastille stone
]b,ytrtstgne, and then sel intg motion ““les sans-cu-
otles'”,

e "
-If conditions are allowed to go on as they are,
(Irc§c wonien of I<ast Broughton wil} recover from
lheir set-baeck, and wil] not be denied
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PROOF OF COMPANY AND
PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENT
RESPONSIBILITY

I cannot tell exactly how many ycars the Que-
Lee Asbestos-Philip Carey combine and the pro-
vincial government have known the essential
facts regarding the situation at East Broughton,
If by any chance, they shiould claim they have not
Lknown these facts for muny years, they are mere-
ly supplying us with evidence of incompeteare so
grave that the one should be deprived of its li-
cense to carry on  business in Quebec, and the
other of its office,

Fortunately, I have in hand irrefutable docu-
mentary evidence that Company officials, and
provinckal governinent officials, whether Union
Nationale or Liberal, were fully informed regard-
ing conditions in East Broughton [or more than
these last four years. Beginning 1944 and conti-
nuing to this last sununer, citizens of East
Broughton, individuals or groups of ten to cighty,
have literally bombarded the Company and the
I'rovincial government with complaints regavd-
ing asbestos dust at large in village, mine and
plant, These complaints were formally answered
Ly evasions of many kinds, and by promises that
dust conditions wonld be modified, But all dur-
ing this time and up lo the wriling of this article,
never one concrete and practical act designed to
put an end to even a part of the whole abuse des-
cribed in this article. On the other hand, open
and outright acts of terrorizalion have heen visi-
ted upon these people of East Broughton; witness
the section “IHarbinger of Revolt (7)” in this
article.

In 1944, 1945 and 1946, complaints made by cit-
izens of East Broughton were answered formally
in the name of the government chiclly by way of
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letters signed by Dre, 17, ). Torrangenn, divetn-
of the Division of Induslyial Ilyuiene, Xl.irui;irl-'n'
Public Wellare and Health,  Lvasions and .)‘,\.'_
nises of belterment piled up one upon annlier
some len or nore letters filled with Wit -.r.'-
generally known in Quehee as “chinoiwric;"' "\}V
though it seems a pity to associate such behavipur
witl the distant Chinese people about whom we
know relalively little,

On August Ivst, 1015, Dr, Jean Gregoire, Sous.
Ministre, Ministry of Public Welfare and Health
b‘cgnn to lry his hand at placating the people of
East Broughton; he followed the same line pur-
sued by Dr, Tourangean. In the meantime, pove.
crmmaent  doctors, and a government engineer
named Sarto Plamondon, visited the village on n
namber of occasions, All through these episodes
these fovernment authoritics were in communi.
cation with Mr, Spuafford, manager of the Quebee
Ashestos Corporation, and with the Philip Carey
Mfg. Co, '

From the correspondence in my posscssion,
these government officials emerge  as glorified
messenger boys of the Quebhec Asbestos-Philip Ca-
rey combine, For their line was to spread about
the usual medley of promises, now veinforced by
propaganda supposedly justifying the Compnny}s
unwnllmgncss to install devices that would con-
trol or climinate the ashestos dust at large in vil-
lage, mine and plant, Lventually, the people of
Last Broughton tired of this pot-pourri of pro-
mises, evasions, and Company propaganda, pass-
ed out by government officials; protestalions
and demands rose in tone and in volume, all ex-

cuses for failure to remedy conditions being re-

iected,

anng the first half of 1947, Dr. Tourangeau
continued to carry the governement'’s burden of
replying to demands made by East Broughton cit-
Izens. In this parlicular period, he was foreed
to send no less than twelve letters of explanation
for failure to act: but since these letters weee
merely a stale rehash  of old promises and eva-
sions, they were received with considerable dis-
tavor in the village,  Apparently, the wriling of
lhcsg last twelve letters exhausted Dr, Touran-
reans resources, and he thereafler howed out of
1he situation, Whercupon, Dr, Jean Gregoire, Dr,
Albiny P:\qucllc.. Minister of Public Health, and
Maurice Duplessis, Prime Minister, took over the
‘I:)nr(lcn of replying to the peeple of Bast Brough-

n,

Drs, Gregoire and Paquelte followed the linc]

establishied by Dr, Tourangeau, while Mr. anlcs-»‘
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,‘- s ""’S‘-\':uur' '\‘\Ix’l{;"x;)()("(!llﬁ?li“(‘n'l])fl)liéi,f’col} i\pﬁfcch he is ; $0 c:lp:lbl\: i lhc_v (Jt‘scx'-il)c ashestos dust condj.
! ‘flllxg ,),:-(;‘11(;0?',0(11)0‘!1 the devotion o his Minister of ! 1“0{15 :1? Last Broughlop that any (10ctor. should
i ) A : tte, and ubon the deme- . ' lave grasped the fy]) Implication of thejr story
| lHealth, Dr. Alhiny Paguette, at once Morcover, .
] vrils of for * Liher 4e g ' ot . -0 e doctorg cspccm]!y charged
trils of forme L-iberal fovernents, with the uardiang} fpubli ! f
] T M evords zast Broughlon 1 £ it storot1D of publie health in Quebee
‘ o their evedit, 1), people of Eas Whioh : verified thejy story on )4 *POL not only onoe but
I were not ovcr-:_uycd by letters from sucll IR]. many tines. In other words, D, o Touran.
i government officials, apq several hot ang (!m)’:}))uf. . aean, Jean (pe J0ire ang Albiny I’aquct!c, know
teplies were sent fo Ar. Duplessis.” On Sep o 1v) : Al he essentig) facts iy qp, Whole sityation al
10th ¢ 17, Dr. Grcmnrc_ bravely wrole (P“Wlt.“ { Iiast anghmn, knew What sy Conditiong were
- nothing about aff 1pis rheared in newspapers ; in the vijfa,, and in e A plant, ang
— that he haq sent an ultimatym to the Quebee ew awell (fye deadly cffeels hroughy about Ly ine
Asheslos Corporation, It seems that the (’onlmﬂ' halatioy of ashestos” () OVer a period of fime,
/ NV was ealled on to Specify within fifleen ¢ ﬂ{s T Wiy then (o they (1o, what (i they not do.
what measures jt Proposed - to talke fo climinate ' and’ what shonly they Hitve domg ;
the “nuisance” causeq byBlhc a}s{)cstosorlllugﬁ“i.?:lcx- \
i rom ils plant at Fast roughton, 1 vise, .
5115 rGrclgoirc, wrole, the whole case of the ‘COm- What Drsc'l ~fi;ourangccyZ,.dGrego”e
DIy would pe refered to e A!torncy-Glt):nm]nés—i-; an aquette did.
l\)\;]j)):)sérfqr)x)cns to be no less than Mr, tuple ’ _,{n lhcir”cm‘rcspotndcnce With Last Hr0ughton
self. . , ' Villagers, Iles Oclors Collcerne] hemselve,
On October I5th, 1947, pp, Gregoire  w r(o]tc - Qpl}_’»\\;it_lg_th.c ashestos sy Doured dm\t'ncizlﬂsrftht:
(privately) that the case had been placed in the illiae hV e plant They (0 hese villagnL e
- hands of the Attomey-Gcnch. For some r'cas]o" clforts wip be made to eliminat,e the “nltisance*
unknown (g me, perhaps for good mC«’ISlHC'_ e caused hy ashestog dust at large in the Village
again announcey (privately) that such action . “Nuisancar being 7 strange Word ingouh ik
had heen taken, And there’ the case rests lodav, L. M connectjop, With this deadly qust,
anpparently m'llhcr sturlk in ”')Ic]]m'ndﬁl(?fs'ltx’:fc A)g- ,
arney-teneryl, op quile possibly in the san - .
;‘:cnn-holc where the now famous  “Proces des What 5?} TOU’O“Q‘COUI Gf‘-‘QO:rc.
Veuves de St Remi d‘Amherspr has rested these and Paquette did not do.
fast eight yedrs, . . . In theip correspondenee With J2ast Broughtoy
The documcnlary evidence considered in this Cilizens, these doctorg not only failed to distin,
scelion uncovers much more than anolhcr.d_l'an)' Huish between dust conditions the village ang
story of hetrayal of Publie inlerest by politicians N Ihe mine and plang, They failed g tell these
in Ouchee, . nformed peapye the essenting Faels Fegarding
The information amd (:()nmlnintrs Itrhatmpormcd mhalatjoy of ashestog dust,
' into the wovinejal Department 0 calth from
I'::lt.\[ Brm}ghlnn cilizens dealt for the larger part ) What Drs, Tourcngeau, Grcgofrc,
with asheslos dust conditions jp the village, and g and Paquetto should have done.
only secondarily  wity dust con(htxp{xs I mine o
and plant, In the main, ese citizens  were . These doctors should pay,e told these beople of
fighting to protect thejp properly, which 1s dam- I:.nst Broughlon thn; the asheslos tlusy 2lmost con-
aged in many Wavs by the ashestos dust belehed » linuously Sy large in the westopy, end of the vl
out by the plant, “ang they were Aso conecerned - a8e was g Scrious dangep to the healthy o its in-
wilh the Hivly nuisance brought about by the dust h:x!n[:m(s, E‘Sx)ccm”y the children, They shouig
that seeped into theiy homes. Howcvcr, on many . e adde that this dust Was  hastentp the
occasions thev i call altention in general lcr_‘ms ] de:l(hq of the very many nlrcn(l‘v alfliclegd v as-
la [he uinhealthy aspeets of the whole situation, heslosig and Dy olliop PUlmonary discase Then

It must pe remembered that none of wa"c Last
iroughton citizens iy snfficxcu”y cducated jn me-
dical matlerg To talk wiry Authorily nn the dan-.

uers of inhalation of ashestos dust, Neverthola. -

shouly hgn'c Bone into thig village and condeny
ed cerlyip homes and puhlie WA
f1S centers of paers
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§of their familics.

nned ;1‘15 h'xgllﬂyfutlfsnni}nr)‘

ousc hat lies in the path of the asoes-
lilz;(s: flcl!lL‘iOl‘)l(}loLtllC(l out Dby the plant on the hiil.
They should. in fact, mve condemned the whole
wesiern end of the village as unfit for habilatien

hy man or heasl. ot

Thesc doctors should have told these peoplc °F
Iiast DBroughton that the asbestos dust saturating
1i{c atmosphere of the mine and plant is an i‘n~
finitely greatet peril o their \}'pl[al'c than is l.‘\s
st at Jarge in the village, They should |1.:.-s
ol all these people, and 'csp(;cmlly the \v\-rL"_n,
the essential facls rggnrdmg_ inhalation of :\w"x{
tos dust over a period of time. They shou‘l‘.
have told these workers {hat ‘condmmn’nl l.:c
Quebee Asbestos Corporation minc and pl.ml. are
iproductive of asbestosis and of pulmonary i‘u‘-
}l;crculosis lo a terribly high degree, They saoute
t

long ago have conde!

nave encouraged these workers, who have hc.cn
Iparalyzed by an umlcrst:pulnb\c fear nn:l 1»') r;
ilack of accurate information, to take dr:\'..ic‘.ml
{ymmediale action to protect their lives and those
All this should have been said
publicly again and again in clear, simple lcr'rx}s
which these East Broughton .ncoplc could m’x.m.fr-
stand by men such as Drs. Tourangeauy, (,rf",.n\.)rc
and Paquette, who enjoy the authonty, l]\c'
prestige and the rewards of high n([u‘v,’or ;)‘
cqually informed medical men whom they coule
fiave nominaled. -
These doctors, especially amd  conclusively
charged by law 1o protect the health of the pub-
lie, should likewise have _fmmnl_ly and nrrui::u:{
ly informed the Municipal Council  of a2 \
TBroughton, and also, alt officcys and personnc
of “La Fedération de ' Amiante™.
Thore is nol the slightest intention here, or
even inclination, to git in judgment \‘mon ll\c'1 bg-
haviour of the doctors charged ‘\-.'n..\ the ;\«! m.r;
nistration of the Depariment of § ublic llen l‘l_l
Quebee. But no onc can dodge the lull()\; xlx;g
fact: gross malpractice of medicine s nnc:i lox;c
causes for much of the lragedy of Liast Brour ‘t .
The issue is therefore clear: cither these ((‘)'cio.
‘nrc themselves rcspon_sxhlq for such m"“’.-‘".”ic_c
of medicine, or polihco-hn:mclnl nuthority be-
ivhnd their control has prevented lhqm_lfu'nlm
ipracticing their nrolrgc.fimlx é\l("lctuln;llmg to its ideals.
This is n matler which sHOUH : A
ilnlnlnc(linlc and public atlention of “Lec Colitge

des Médecins de Québee™,
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THE QUEBEC ASBESTOS.
PHILIP CAREY COMBINE

The Quebec Asbestos Corporation is entirely
owned by the Philip Carey Mfg. Co, of Locklund
(near Cincinnali) Ohio, Official reports regaed-
ing the exact profits derived by the Quebee As-
bestos-Philip Carey combine from operation of
the mine and plant at East Broughton are nat
available to the public. Nevertheless, one may
make the following statements, sceure in the
knowledge that they cannot he successfully con-
tradicted.

The Philip Carey M{g. Co. has drawn enormous
profits from the asbestos mine and plant it owns
at ast Broughton. This company started upon
its carcer on a relatively small amount of capital,
Its stockholders have heen rewarded from time to
fime with very large stock or capital dividends;
they have also received exceedingly generous
cash dividends. In addition, the assets of this
Company have steadily and largely increased in
value, and now reach the sum of 27 million dol-
lars.  Annual nct prefits held at high levels dur-
ing the war, avcraging about $775,000.

Net profit took a very big jump upwards to
£2,149,411 for the year 1946; and then took ano-
ther jump upwards to $2,806,692 for the yecar
1947." This is a very prosperous Company.

Not all of the profit already disbursed to_ its
stock and bondholders by the Philip Carcy Mig,
Co., and not all of the capital gains now part of
the asscts of the Company, flow from its opera-
tions at LEast Broughton, But a lavge part, per-
haps the argest part, of hoth these two categorices
of profit do flow directly from the asbestos fibre
produced at Last Broughton. It is believed here
that few persons in Quebee, or for that matter in
Canuada and in the U.S., would oppose the idea
of the Philip Carcy Mfg. Co. collecting a profit
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cont ifs operations nt East Broughton. DBut that
is nol the issuc here; the ssie Js one OIQ‘TOI""'
tion, I‘or in its scarch [or profil, the Manage-
ment of this Company has lost all sense of decent
proporlion, Without in any way cndangerin
ils own cxislence, or even its very Jarge annua
profils. this Company could have easily afforded
to have spent the noncey neceessary to safepguard
the health and lives of the men who have wolked
on its premises at kast Broughton, Bliandly and
greedily, the Management of the Company rcjec-
led such an idea. ‘This js not a strange pheno-
men in human relations,  Man, or groups of men,
will run wild, unless they are held under control
by law, clearly defined and cnforced. Despite
arave shortcomings, the law in Quebcece is clearly
enough defined to have enabled the Government
to have kepl this Quebec Asbestos-Philip Carey
combine under control. But the aw has not been,
and is not being enforced, Therefore, responsi-
bility for the hideous situation under study here
rests as much upon the Quebec provincial govern-
ment as it does upon the Quehee Ashestos-Philip
Carcy combine
Much of the literature crilical of the behaviour

of incorporated companics in Canada and the U.
S. is sprinkled profusely with the terms ‘“‘com-
pagnie anonyme” and “fhe souless corporation”,
The first term is a legalism, and the sccond an
emotionalism, and use of cither or both arc hand-
icaps in cffort to remcedy condilions under stu-
dy. This Quchee Ashestos Corporation is a leg-
al facade, hack of which a certain small and
known group of men operate. These men are
[urther entrenched behind another legal facade:
the Philip Carcy Mfy. Co. To remedy condilions
al East Broughton, it will he necessary to dis-
regard these legal facades—and this can be done
without violation of existing Jaw -—— and carry
the haltle direclly to the men managing and con-
itrolling  the combincd companies. In other
words, these lwo corporations are the tools of
cerlain known men, and the rcal business of the
Quebee people is not with the tools created and
used by these men; it is with the men themselves.
’,\\'ho then are they?

¢ The men directing  the Philip Carey Mfg Co,
constitute a group of industrialists highly respec-
ted in the United States. They are recognized ns
capable, cnlighlcncr_l, and highly successful oper-

ators, and Lheir aclivitics and interests range far

beyond the Quebee Asbestos-Philip Carey "con-
bine. They are in fact associaled with many im-
portant industrial and cducational enterprises in
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Ohio, and in other parts of e U, S, The nen.
ciation belween the Philip Carey Ml Co. and
Proclor & Gamnble, one of the two or three targest
soap manufacturers in the U, S, is particularty
close,

JSome of the more prominent and  Influcntial
dircctors of the Philip Carcy Mfg. Co, ulso oecu-
by positions of cqual importance on the hoard of
direclors of Proctor & Gamble — 3 stitc nf allairs
that has prevailed for many vears. Proctor &
G:unblq is renowned throughout the (. S, for its
humanitarian treatiment of its employvecs.

My ‘inf.m'mnlion regarding  the Philip Cavey
Mfg. Co. is not quile so clear, insolar as its opcera-
lions in the U. S, arc concerned., But this much
may b‘c said.  The plants opcrated Ly this com-
pany in Ohio handle a very large amount of as.
bcstm_ﬁhrc, amd this without doubt represents a
netential health hazard for ils employees, So far
as can be ascertained, operations of this compa-
ny in Ohio have not produced any cases of as-
bestosis — and this must moean that the Manage-
ment takes measures to protect its American em-
ployees from the discase,

In summary: a certain small specifie group of

men h:]vc maintained wovking conditions in the
plants it manages in Ohio so as to avoid the pro-
auction of asbestosis in ils employees. On the
Olh(‘r' hand. this same small group of men have
permitted in ils Quebee mine and plant condi-
tions which have produced asbestosis and pul-
monary tuberculosis on a large scale, Why then
lhis discrepancy in 1‘)(-huviour?. )
The answer is as simple as A-B-C, In the UL
S. and specifically in Ohio, the Amcrican govern-
ment and people have cnforeed their wifl upon
this group of oncrators, and have compelled it
to maintain healthy working conditions. The «i-
tuation is otherwise in Quebee, where this aromp
of mcn”has mposcd ITS  will upon the zovern-
ment. To remedyv this situntion, it will be neees-
sary for the people of Qucebee to rouse ils gavern-
ment out of Ihe Tethargy that has permitled the
cxisfence of o human staughter house up on the
hill atl East Broughton.

Burton LcDoux
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