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The ns!Jestos deposits in the enstern town­

ships ot Quebec nre the 111ost cxten~ivc in North 

America, · and since along nlJout 1890 hn ve 

enabled Conntla to maintain worltl lcodcl'shlp 

in the production of this valunlile mineral. D1:­

mnnd for as!Jestos fiLrc hus stc:-illily and 1m· 

mcnsely incrl'asctl durini: these Ia~t 25 :venrs; 

mnny new uses arc now being found for it; and 

nil· signs .point to a further expansion of faci­

lities for its production in Quebec, known nnd 

still unexploited reserves there !Jcing very large. 

It woult! therefore seem imperative· to examine 

lhc con<litions under which the people or this 

rcalon work and Jive. 

In so fnr us the pnst ls concerned, invC?sti~:i-/ 

tion reveals thnt the exploitation of these minei 

ral deposits hns brou:;:ht nhout nn incalculabl~ 

nmount of unncct>ssary misery, chronic invalitl·t 

ism, und premature <lcnth to the district. 

Today, npproximatcly =t(),DQ.O_~.oplc Jive in 

the asbestos region of Quebec. About one 

quarter of these arc almost continuou~ly ex­

posed to heavy nnd dangerous concentrations 

of t·he dust produced by the miniog and pro­

cesslnA' of as!Jcstos. nnd therefore liable to con­

tract the fatnl disease called asbestosis. The 

rcmnining three quarters of the popnlntion is 

unduly ex.posed to pulmonary tuberculosis. 

Health conditions in these asbestos towns are 

:1ppallingl:v bncl. nnd the whole rci::ion has be­

come n charnel house nlmost lleyontl comp:irl!. 

There is no valid excuse for such n conclition. 

And unless rndicnl steps arc tnkcn immetlintely 

lo eliminate ii, fnlnl disease will be visited \IJJOn 

these people on a scale very much greater thnn 

in the past. 

Conditions ln the asbestos towns vary. Pcnd­

i·n« u complete survey of the whole region, a 

description will be given here or the conditions 

which hnvc "Prevailed, and which do now prcv­

nil. nt Eust Broughton, a villugc of nµproxiruutdy 

3,000 persons. nil French Canadians exccptinst 

for 20 to 25. This villa~c is the site of nn nsbcstos 

mine nntl plant operated by the Quebec Asbcs-

I 

I 

I 

I 
I 

ct:: 

1,. . -3.- rr . . :::r 
~a;a.;mmtm~wcw

:wemtJlllU~P;u
:w:-;a 

/ 



, 
' 

:t'"' 
~· ·. 

~.::r 

~ 

J' 

tos Corpornfion, Ltcl.,-a sub.~idinry o!!iih Philip Carey :irr~. Co. of Lockland (near Ci • c:in1111li), Ohio. U.S.A. 

THIS CASE PRESENTS A PARALLEL TO THAT OF ) ST. REM! D'AMHERST. HERE, AS THERE, WE ARE I DEALING FUNDAMENTALLY WITH THE STUPIDITY '.MANIFESTED MUCH TOO OFTEN DY MEN IN THEIR : RELATIONS WITH ONE ANOTHER. OVER AND ABOVE THAT, WE ARE DEALING WITH CRIMINAL . NEGLIGENCE, RESPONSIUILITY FOR WHICH IS ' SHARED EQUALLY BY THE QUEBEC ASBESTOS COR­PORATION, LTD. ANO THE PROVINCIAL GOVERN­MENT OF QUEDEC. 

The social prohlem presented hy Ens! Brous::lt­lon is si1111ile. But firs!, it is necessury lo know flit• 11:ifure of the disl'ase, or rather tlf fhe iliscasc.<>, prodtrcC'cf in Ilic incliviuuals who :i.~sist in Ille mining :ind processing of asbc:;tos, if precautions arc not taken to protect fllcm from the hrornrcl.s of lhc inclustry, 
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"Ashestos" is 11 eo111111erci11J lerm :ipplietl lo fi!Jrous varil'lies of several rninernls. Tllr.se minerals \'~try wi<kly in composition. Gcnernllv, the nshe~los found in Quchec consists of 40 to 44% silica nnd an :ipproximalcly equal amount of mag11csit1111, the remaining p:irls beinr! iron, :1lumim1111 and wule1·. The chief qualities of nsbeslos fibre nrc strcn:ith, flexibility nnd non­inflamma!Jilily. It can be s1iun into lhre:1d anti then WOVl'll inlo a very large variety of textiles. It is used in very lnrgc qunntily for brake lin­ings hy the automohile industry; and it cnll'rs importantly into tl1c mnnuf::icturing of buil<li11.ct mntcrials. This fiLrt? has in fact become indis· pensnblc to modern industry; to detail the hundreds of w:iys i11 which ii ic; cmployetl woultl require Look-lenglli space. Aliont !J0.7o of the nsbeslos usccl i11 the United States, tl1e ~vorltl's largest con~urner, is imported from Quebec. Great Drit;1in also imports nsbcstos from ()11rhec in large qnantity. Therefore, the provincc oc-: cupies :1 very stroni:: position in the procluc­lion of !his 111i11cr:il: American inclustry c~pc­cinlly must ~o to it to obtain the aslJPsfoc; ii 11cecls. 
Asbestosis 

Each of the mnny l1ancllings or 11wni1rnlatio11s or ::isbC'stos from the time it is extrncted from the earllt up lo the time ii is ready for use by the public rproduccs -considerable nsbeslos dust. This dust consists of cxcccclingly fine thrcacl> of osbeslos. some of which nre miscro~coriic in size nn<I l11crcfore invisihle lo the n:1kcd eye. To inhale this clmt o\·er a ccrlnin period of time 111cnns clr:ilh. For IJiis is n cinst that 1lcslroys tissue esscntinl to life whcrevcl' it comes to rest 
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in the Jun,C{s. · 
Asbestos is n pnlmonnry nffliclion due to the lnhnlntion or n,-;bestos ·dust. Its onset is insi-
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diom; ils COlll'SC frrc~tJllll'; Hlltf ifs lllVdc of lcr111l11alio11 v11ri:11Jlc·. 1l rc.·sc111bles i;ilieos!s in some respects, m1cl di.ffc1·s fro111 it in others. In simple silicosis, the lungs bcco111e spelled lJY scpar:1le aud fairly large lumps of fibrous tis­sue which have JJcen formetl Collowin!{ upon tnc dcslr11clio11 of norlllal· lnng ti~sue by silic:i p:11·tic-lcs. The prineip::tl eh:iracteristic of :ts­lll·~!o.~is, ioo, is a progressive rcpl:1c·c111c11t of c·s~c11ti:d 11111~ lis~uc by usclt•ss filirous tissue,. \\'llich llfl\\"Cl'<'I' tc11cls lo form a 111.!l\\'ol'lc. This prot'C.'.\s 11w.Y Le ro111parc<I to that l>y which Ille spid<'I' .\p1·c:1ds ils wch. 
A.\IJc.~los cl11sl lh:1l llus e11lerccl lhe lung.~ in q11:i11litr nrls as llrn11gh it were directed b.r a spider: it fall,<; into pl~ce lo produce long :incl vaguc-ly co1111cc:tc<I filaments of fibrous tis.~ue, which come to for111 an irull•finilr :11ul irn·gular pallel'll. All along boll1 sid<•s or these fil:i111rnts, :iir .~:ics collapse. A11<1 :1). more and more of the du.~t invades Ilic l11nf{s. more ·:incl more line.~ of <lC'5!r11ctio11 nl'c laicl down in them. Conse­<111c11tl~', the virlim of th<~ disease 1Jeco11H'S Jrss uncl lc~s ah!!! lo !.{cl c110111th oxygen to s11pply the needs of his Jiocly; he thus becomes ever :111d C'\'Cr weakrr; ve1·y .-;lowly nlHI tmd!!r Ille mo~ distr·cssill!i cicun1stanccs, his l1111gs arc pro­c:rcssively clc.o;tro.verl; ::incl he himself finall~· suffoc:iles lo death. 

Asbestosis end its complications 
As!Jesto'.'iis i.'i :i di sca.~e tlrnl tJJ•ogi·csses very slowly; and ils victim bccnrncs extrnordin:irily ).mc<•Jltihlc lo infection.~. since his natm·:il re­l.istancc lo disease is gradually being worn clown. T!nr.s usu:illr, clc:it11 oc-rnrs hy way of rrn nc-11te p11lrrwnurs infection \\'illl wllich hi."> wcakrned liody hos }Jrcn 1111alJlc fo cope suecessf11ll~·. or hr way of serious i111p:iirme11!s of ho<lily rncc­hnnhnrs. The basic cause or clcall1 in llicsr c:isr.~ is :is!Jcslo.\is, :iq<I 11ot tire 1rnc11111011i:i, p11l-111011:iry l111Jrrc.11lo!>is, 11<'nrt cli.~cn!>e, <'lc.. lh:it nl'c llllrd1 loo often c·c1·lifircl as tile c.ause or dr:illi. To give !Jut one cxan11Jlc of the :iho,·1~: the 1ierso11 who b;u; :i 1rnrli:illy <lcvcloJJt'<I :i.~!Je:;losis h:is lost the sc•rl'ic·c!i of :i ccrlni11 nro!;!ortinn of !hr rc~pirnlor:v :irra of his 11111:?~. ThrrPforc, liis hloocl h irmrfffricnt!y :ier:itccl. Auel in orclcr lo SC'l'\'e Ilic tis.sues or lti.c; whole horlY. Iii~ j n­s11fficirnlly ncralccl !Jlood must circ11late f:islcr· :ind in urcntcr volt1111e 111:111 in a 11orm:1J IH'i·son. Thi~ puts :in ad1!ccl slrnin n11 bis li~ar!, wliich 11111.\I cl1) 111ore \\'ork :incl gels lr~~ l'C'~l---:i co11-dilio11 lh:1l lr:i<Is to hr:irt difficulties. cspcrinll.v 
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cnl:in.(erncnl of the heart. Fi11:1liy, tile .\lrr1i11 of 111ai11l:1i1iir11~ drcrrlalion thro11gh 11111,r..:s v;1rli:1l1Y clr.\lro;i.·crl by :1.~lil•\los dusl licro111c.~ i11~11pport­a!Jlc. all!! dcalh rc~11lls rro111 l1t':1rl clhc:1sc-· ;t hral'L disc:isc hrotr~ht :ihout clircctl)' hr :i~!Jl'~-l osi.s. 
Sign!', symptoms and conclusions 

T!tc nrint'ipal siµ11s of :i cl<·,·clopril or of a d('Yclo1ii1ig :1sl>c·sto.\is :ire: irritalion of tltc no:;c, thro:il, and llPIJt'I' l'<'SJJi1':1tory !rad: i11-crrasi11~ slwrlncs~ of hre:illl; cou~ll. so111<'!i1nl's wrl sr)rncti111<'.<; clry; loss nf :ipprtitl' :111cl of wright; wealrnl'sS :111c1 loss of c:1pae'ily for worlc; :ind chest p:iins. J\11 early ra!'iC' will ~l1ow 0111~· :i few of tlico;e svmlllorn~: ;rn nrh·anccc! C-:1\C' will ust1all~· ~l1ow ;ill. App:irentlr. incrc:1~i11,.: sh•1rt-11css of !Jl"C':Jf\1 :incl ('011/.!h in fhe ;1shl'~\O' \\"Ol'ker :ire signs th:it the cle:1dly clisrasr is r.\l:thli~lti11;.: itself in him. lie s!1011l<l get 011! of l11c cl11'>l i111111ecliatclv :i11d al :ill coo;\<;. Howel'cr. \Iii.~ is :111 inc11r:ihic dise:isc. Auel if fil>ro\iS or l1i<; ll!ng~ has lHogre\serl UP to ;i certain point. rclll<•\':ll fJ'Olll !II<.' clust Will no! S:l\'r !ti Ill fl'o;n f:l\:i! c·nnscc111r11cr:i>. :illlwugh il will prol>nlily lHolong his lift'. 
Thr i11Jivi<lt1al who has inhale1l ;in amount or asht•slos rlust sufficient lo nrocl11ce ·cxk1t,h·c ribro.~is will soonrr or l:ilC'r clie of the cli<;l'.1se ;1111\/01· ils ·r·o111pliratio11s, unless lli:il pcr~on'.~ lik is rut l.lwrl hv :111 ac·cirlcnl or J1y sP111r other 1111co11ncC'lcd ·rlisc:1\C. II lws licen. c·,l:ili­lisl11•d !!Jal worJ< in clrllSC C'OllC('Jl\l';ilio11'i or ~sl1rstos clust o\·r1· :t romnar:ith·clr shnrt Pcriorl of !i111e-two or thrcr yc:11·s-ca11 C\'r11lu:1lh· k:irl lo :i profrn11Hl fihrnsb 'or the ltrr1,::!s. Orrli11:11"il.1·, it t:ikr:i; sor11c"·herc· within fh·<• vcars fol' !II(' di.,<'n~1~ to c!l"VC'lop i11 the inrlivirlu;il 'rxnosrd lo the <lml. ,<;rrn1di111r.o; it may t:1l;r. 1111 to lcn ~·t·;1rs, :111<! ,<;0111cli111cs up lo 15, to :.rn ;111<1 2r1 :.T:11"'· '!'hr rate: of nro~rrs.o; src•111s to clt•1w111l 11po11 tlt1• :1111011111 of <lll~t i11l1;1lrcl. ;111rl 1111n11 tl1t' ron,littl· lion nr lhe j111livirl11:1l !tilll\C'lf. Tl 111av hr 110!1•(1 that this is :i discasr tl1r1l t:il;es root i11 tl1c you11gcr worl<ers n1m·r rniickh· than il <locs i 11· tlir midcllr-ngc!l: htrt 110 onr is i11111H11Jt• lo it. 7'ot ;is nrnch is !mown :ihout ashrsto,is :is is nhn11t 

l 
silicosis. Nc-vrrlh!'lC'SS, all the rads r.s~wnti:1l to !)tr wrH:1re or thr 11ro11lr CXJ)O"·rl In !hr !iaz~.i·rls or a"li~slos rl1.1:-.I. 11:1\'<' l1rrrt ~\·rll·l<!1nw11 111 I\orlh A111C•1·1r:111 m111111~ :incl 111ccl1c:il nrcll's for al ll':1<,I tl1PSP lnst 1 !i vr:il's. \7!'1'.\' little worl< a111l 1';'!>.l':ll'rll i 11 !hi' ficl1l or nshrsl'1~is lrnvr l1c-r11 :1t'ro111pli..,1Jr1l 11y !hr C:ina-
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<fi;111 llll'clic:1i prorcssion, lhc uulhoritntivc lilcr· :ilun• on !he .c;ul>jccl, lrnving bcl'll p1·oduccd 
111ai11I~· in Gi·cal Urilain and the United States. Si~nifkantly enough, !his lilcrnturc sce111s to deal will! situ:itions whcl'e ::isbcstos workers were exposed to much lesser conccnlrnlions of the du:;t than arc Quebec workers. 

Asbestosis ond pulmonary tuberculosis 
English mcclical authorities generally agree that asbcslosis and nnlmonnry luberculosis arc closely conncctccl, tlrnt one disease hclpc; lo proctuce, or has nn important adverse cffrct, npon the other. American medical authorities arc inclined to reject such an op:nion. The evidence in Quebec overwhelmingly f:lvors the pre-eminent work of English research workers in this field. onlmonary t11bcrculosis being ram· oan I throughout I h c Quebec asbestos region to an almost incredible degree. 

For example: the very large majority of workers at Thetford l\Iincs is :ilmo.~l cor1Jin11011sly cx110scd to extraordinarily heavy eoncenlr:tfions or nshE>-stos dust. am! most of tl1c gencrnJ popnln­fion itsclr is exposerl in some degree to !he <Ins!, since much of it is nt J:irgc in nnd 110011! the village. On the other hmHI, the people :11Jcl workers of Sorel ancl of Granby arc not cxpo~ccl to :i~bc.~fns rlnst nt nil. Let 11.~ then C'.Onmarc r!P:t!h rates officially n!lribulctl to ·pulmonary tuhcr­
culo.~is in those three towns, which Jcwl them­selves well to comparison. 

Official death rotes attributed to pulmonary 
tuberculosis 

C FOR 100,0001 

' T/1d/1Jrc/ 
Sorel ·Granby Mines 

19,12 ......... 64.2 80.5 301.1 
1!Hil ........ 3!1.3 40.2 301.7 
l!JH ......... 61.8 65.4 236.1 

Similnr evlde11cc may he obtai11erl hy rom11ar· in~ the tulJerculosls mortality rates :it Thetford i\fines with those or nnv town in Qnchrc, ut­wnys excepting (l) those 10"1.vn in which the peonlc nrc cx11osed lo n~hrslos dnst, nnrl (2) pl~r.r.~ like SI. Hemi d'/\mhcrsl, where ~ncr.i:ll ~onrlitions explain beyond clouht the C'xtraor· 
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dinarily hlHl1 jnciclcucc of tliis contngi1111~ 
disease. 

Confrunlcrl hy the :ibnornially iilgh tuh1~rct1-Josis mortality rnlcs al Tlictford J\lincs, neither the !llcdical profession 11or the provincinl .i;ov­ernmcnl can cvnt.lc the is~tJC', :in rl Loth arc under oblif.(ation to nwkc a choice between two :dtc:r-11:1tivcs: either i11hafalion of asbe\tOS dust rrc­r..lisposcs to and aggravates pulmonary tul.Jercu­Jo~i~, or ma11y deaths certified at Thetford 11.linf's :is having been clue to tuberculosis were i11:ic­l'Ul'ately diagnosed, anr..I in reality \Vere due to asbestosis. There arc no other rc:isonablc <·x­planations for the ~haslly phenomenon in n11I-111onary tuberculosis presented by Thetford :\lines. The people of this town cannot vfforcl lo wait until it is con\'enicnt for the mcdical profession and the provincial government to lllnltc a choice: control and elimination of the dust is the obvious nnd obligatory proccdnre at 
thi8 time. 

It i<; not nossiblc for the priY:ite invcslig:1lor lo obtain official 1!calh rnlcs for pulrn >nary tuherculosis nt East Broughton. nut cerl:ti'lly, lhe.~e arc ns high as those of Thetford :.Iinf's, and 11<'rh:rns hi~hcr. Jly rnc:ins of dct:iilcd r:i~c rcconls, wliid1 may lie taken ns typic:il rntltcr lh:in as cxc·cplions. we shnll show thnt \vorki11g condilions in the min<' :111rl nl:int opcrnl·•d Jiv· tlrc~ Q11che<' Ashe.sins C.or·noralinn :ire suc-11 :1~ ro prod11c-c nsl>eslosis, anrl In favor t>Ullll•>Ji:1r.v tuberculosis. singly or lo1{cthcr. 
nmnE IS NO r.unE FOR ASBESTOSIS. BUT 

IT IS PHEVENTABLE. 
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EAST BROUGHTON 

The village 
The sight of East Brougl1ton in the twilight frolll the train approaching the village produces a frl'ling of horror in !he vic;itor who is more t•l' kss infonncd regarding Hie nature of nsbcslosis. Sotne three q11:1rters of lite wny up the side or tile hill :it one end of the village !here stands a largt• ugly lmildi11g. From tile roof :ind from :.ilwnt the !>iclt•s of this JJllilding, there is pouring what seems lo be a clcn.c;c, dirty-looking -;m1i:;e, so lll'U\'Y nntl so nbun<lant thnl is parti::illy obs­cures the building nnt! !he whole western end of tile vill::igc. The light coming through the windows from inside the Jrnilding changes !he ··~n10ke" in Lite inirnediale Yicinity to a ,;ort of roseate color, and the first iuipression is that a lrt·mendous fire ts rnging inside lhc IH1il11ing. It l'l'<!llires consitlernble effort on the :>.1rt cif tl1e visitor to dismiss tlii.~ lho11ght or "fire", :111<1 ll1e11 to ac('ept the f:1el that !his "smoke" is in 1·t•:1lity deadly :t'>he~tos dust. 011 nlighlin~ from Ll1c trnin and entering the villagP, one found the air literally .filled with the clust. Short, tiny threads of ashe'ifos dust wc1·c T>oudn~ d0w)l a-; would a heavy r:ii11 upon the streets nnd houses. So thick was this dust lhnt the street Jiglil~ !t1rnC'd on in the early evening wt•a·c dim-111cd Jiy il, while houses only a short 1listance :1way seeJllt•d to be ('11\'clope!I hy foa. 

Later, it is Jearnccl tl1:1l nt vurious points of the roof of tile large building on lhe hills1clc, there arc fif!Pc11 chimneys, each about n foot wirle, which, excl')lling for Sundays, belch forlll every rnoll!ent of the night nntl clay a tllirk nn<l hcav\· volume of asbestos dust info the nir. Aside from these, there is still another much wider chim11ey adjoinin{! the h11ildi11g, uncl it too is conlinuously adding its share to 
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the enurlllous clout! or dust conslnntly over and :diont Ille h11ildi11g. This e\•cr-rc11cwc1l lll:JS'i of d11sl is picked up liy the wind, :111d car;icd wherever this la~t wills. For Ille largest :i.u·t uf the yca1-, tlte win cl :111d :iii' curl'cn ts ov·~r the !Juilcling flow from the west, pick up this JH'l"· petu:il ma~s of clusl, nn<l carry it over 1111d ·clown into tl1c village inunediatclr Jiclow. Fol'l1111:itl'ly, these air 1·111Te11ts and tltc contour of L11c Lllld arc such tl1al only :diulll h:ilf of lhc vilLi::e is c11vclopcd !iv tliis flow of dt1<,I. Tlial ·,L1rt 11f the <Inst \\'hicl1 is not deposited up:.>11 the strel'ls un1l l1011scs of the \\'l'~L1•r11 e11d of tire villngc clrifts tlown into :111d llJllll\ Lite farmi11,I{ lauds of the Yal!l'y across which the long 11i;1111 
3lreet of the village lies. 

One hundretl a11cl fifly falllilies comprisi11g some 880 persons Jive in the p:irt of the vill:1gc c~11oscd to prulongccl falls of clu!>t. So thick dues the dt1~t lie upon tile si1lcwalks :nu! .~tr~d~ of tliis p:1d uf tile village for 11w3t of !he ti111e tt1:1t tH0 Jt-.ll'i:111s :ind :111to1110liiks leave visilile •,r:1cks after ll1cy k.1\'C pas~l·d alon~. Tlte dn'>t lies heavily upon the pord1cs of thc~c hoincs, cspcci:tlly in the suni11ie1·li111e wlien cl1ild:·e11 can plav out of doors. And :1s they play, they inevitably ki<'k UI>· Ii Ille clouds of a~llt•slos 11ust into tile :iir tltcy are inl1:tling. 
.!\Iany of these frnuilics have ·a snrnll garden to Ilic rc;11· of their lwrnt·s. So much aslle-;los 1lust h:1s f:tllt•n u1ion the ground that it ha~ lieco111e i111 p overishetl. Tl1e formers in the va II e y have co111pl:1incd !Jilterly al.Jout the da111<1g,~ 1ltJne to tlleir I::i11d by the dust. One of thl'm who wa11lc1l to st•t UJJ n inilk pl:111t on his propl'l"ty w:is for­hid1lc11 to 1!0 so h:v the Ill"OVilll'ial gnvt·1·1111H·11l's ,\grieultural Bnrc:1u; too 11i11eh :1slie~los du.~t would get into the milk. The llurenu 111igl1t '1:1ve acld~'tl tltnt this dnst has an adverse cffl'ct upon c:illle too, whether lht•y inhale it or cat it, or 

ho th. 
To 0\)Cll the win1!ows or homes in this JJ:ll"t of Ilic villagt• 111cans !ll ll'l Jn the storm of :1slwsl•H du~t r:1ging outsitlt• for tlw l:11·g1'!.t p:1rt Df the ti11H'. Somclinte'i, when the wind h lilnwinl( the , dust uwu:-,' from the village, these people c:o to !Jell nl night, opening thei1· win\lo\\'S :t little. l>urin/.( the night, the wine! rnay ch:in~c in dircclion, :111cl Jirint? the du~t down upon the village. Ancl when the vill:if.:l'l'S wnkc up, thci1· fnrec;, lleclclothing, ancl home<; :ire litcrnllv t·oven•u by clust. ,\s a general rule, :ill wind<l\\:S of the houst•s nrt- kC't>l ligl1ll~· closed, s0111e!i111c'i for days nncl nights on en<l, nnrl somethimcs for 
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C\·~tY 111<llnc11l ot an cntlrc working wc'.!k; i.I!. from 1:!.30 of a i\Iond:iy morning lo 12 o'clock lite next Saturdny ni~ht. Nevertheless, asbestos dust seeps into these llou.scs in qunnlity, despite nil efforts to 11revcnt it. On a 111orning after ns· bcslos ·dust hn<l strcnme<l over n house ·all night Jong, I hnve ru!J!Jcd a finger along window .sill inside, a11<I collected a sizable :rnd visible .11nount of dust u1io11 ii. nlthough I li:11l C'<1refu!ly cleaned that wim ow sill of all dust the previous evening, and all windows of tile house h:ul been kept lightly clo.sl'cl nil nigl1t ICJnl{. To have enterell the house, this dust must have been microsc1Jpic in size, which is to sny the si7.e most cl:111gerous lo health. Evidenlly, it h:HI entered in such quantity as lo hecomc Yisihle h.Y force of arc\l· mulation. 
A schoolhouse nllcncled by 170 children rnng­ing in age fro111 Ii lo 1(j !it's in !he path of the dust coming clown upon the village. The brick outside of this lrnildin~ is slnined a dirly grey by the dust. Windows must I.Jc kept dosed most of the lime. ?.licroscopic dust nevertheless seeps into the clnss room, and drculnles in the air hein.,B inhaled by the children. 

The mine 
This :i~licslos 111inc is now :111 enormous hole in !he enrl11. Dislod~ing the crude nshcslos from the w:ills· :incl floor of this pit requires first drillin~ and then the 11:\C of clynn111ilc, liolh of which give rise to ronsid('rnhle dust, :is dot•s the lo:11lin1~ or the broken pieces of the material, nnd the hauling of il lo the p1·oce~sinf.( pf;111l. I•'or rrnsons that n·111ai11 ohsc:trrc to this i11vc.~liU;1lor, the lilerat111·<' tlcatin~ with asbestos mininl{ gi\'es the illlpression that tile mnount of nshcsto.'i cfu~I proclnccd in such pits is rclntivt'ly sm:ill, :incl i.:encrally insufficient to Ile n menace lo .thi.: health of the miners.. Faced with sucl1 nn at­li!udc, one 111mt remain skcplicnl while nwniting nn accurnle count of the visible and invisihle :ishe~tos dust al lnrgc in :111y pit under consi. dernl ion. 

Tlds pit nt Enst Broughton is c;e,·ernl Jwnc!red feef rlccp, nnd surely llw nir :ti its hol!orn nll1st he more or less slngnant. A nu111her of men worlc tlH·rc for 111:iny ho111·s :it :i stretch, and when oli~en·cd were not wenring llla~lcs 11s profcction n:pi11st thl' dmt 11nqt1c~lio11n!Jly al lnrgc in it. Drillinf.( metllocls 11sc1l in this nit nre ·"dry". Drilling h nrduo11s work, :rncl the cll'iller.s hnve lo bend O\'CJ' close lo the JlOir~t where the clu.~I i~ hcing nrorl11ccd. \.onsl'<fucntly, lhcy :ire 
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f hl'l·nlhing deeply in n cloud of aslicstos 1!11st for1 hours 11t n lime. It should be noted that "dry" drilling methods nre less costly to the opcraton of the mine than fll'C other methods of drilling. Neither water. nor oil, nor du<;t trnns :ire med :111ywhcre in this pit to heir> keen Ilic dtt~t out of !he nir being inhnlccl by !hr wor·kcrs. The clcm:rnd for nsbestos fibre is w grc;1t Ilia! this pit is operntcd in nil sort; of wealher, nigh[ and day. \Vhen ever possible, !he Ill r 11 t akc shelter nRninsl the rain, snow or cold in n smnll cnbin nenr Ilic r>lnce they :ire wortdng. This hut also serves ns their catin.~ place, :ind is so poorly ventilated that it con.<;tilutes a sort of dust tr:in in itself. No prcr.nntion whntsoever i"i taken lo protccl lite men in this JJit ag:iin.<;f nshcslos clust. Condi· lions in it :ire such M to 11rorltH0 e n\bC"itosis. nnrl lo fnvor tJtilmonnry lnhcrc-11lo<>is. J\.~ a rulr, only strung young men m·l' e111ployt'cl in ~11ch pits; the rigorous work combined to exct'ssive cxoosure lo dampness, wetness :rncl colcl h such lhnt others cannot hold down the job for :rnr length of time. 

The plant 
Approximnlcly 125 111cn anci 2 wo111c11 work in or immerlinlclr nl1out the pl:rnt ope1·atccl by the Quebec Ashe~tos C::orporalio!l. II is not nccr.~o;· :ir~· lo give n dct:iiled description (If lh<' pro· rctl11re~ by which nsheslos fihre is sep:ir;1tcrl from the crttcl<' mnlel'ial in which it fll"rurs. ~ufficicnt to snv here that the rnw 111:itcri:il is feel into n seric.~· of pow!'rful mnchine.s th;it c1 u~h it into ever smalll'I' J>iect•s, the wnnt<'rl filwe'> 111rn11whilc UC'ill~ pro~ressh·clY ri<'laC'hc-1! fro!ll it. All these various iproccrlurcs' .t(ive rise to enor· mous n11101mts of ashc.,tos rlu~t. holll of Ille vi~­ihlr• and i1ni~ibfc. No pnl'! of !his E:1.-.t Brough· ton pJnnt is frec Of henn· COIJCl'nlralions of tile du~t. In most parts of this large plant, lh<' air nssumcs an indefinite i;:reyi.~h color Ler:111<;e of I he dmt nt Jarr<e in it: in oilier 11nrls, the air is so fhicldy fillc-cl with rlnst that workmrn :irni mnr.hinery n short distance nwa~· ap11cnr :i.s inclis!ind sh:ulows. The ventil:ilion sys!l'lll is u!terlv in:irlectu:itc to cover the needs of Ilic sit11:l(io11, rll'snile !lie fnrl that it is :111110~! ronlint1011sl.v !Jelching forth into tile outside :iir nn unhclievni.Jlv !al'gc nmo11nl of lhe clu5t. Aside from thi~ inrffrcth·e ventilation sntrm, no ::ii· lcrnpt wh:itsocvcr is mnclc to suppress or lo ronlrol the cl11~t C'Olllinuom)y prorlurcrl in Ille 

-13--

l 

I 
l 
i· 
I 

I 
! 
1· ~ 



• 
' 

~ ~~' 

} 
L 

plant when in upcra!ion. The workers arc nol pro\'i1kd with masks of any ki111I by llH• Com· p:1ny. As 11rn)' he t'XJll'~'led, ;islic~tos du~l Ji.cs thit·kly upon llH• 111ad11ncl')0
, floors 1111d :-.t:i1r· wnys or this plant. 

.\II the workers in tile East Brour,hton pl:int rough lllUl'll d11ri11~ lhrir wol'lcin~ hours, and for son1t• time ;1f11•r\\·ards, in :111 instint:li\'C :11111 uncontrolln!Jle cfforl to expel lhe dust lllc.v li:1vc inhaled. This coughing is followed by proruse spilling, Ille masses of moist nialeri:il s)lit 1it1l b1•i11g di'icolored hy asheslos dt1'i!. In the c·o\1rse of time, all t!tis brings alw11l deep anti chronic irri!;1tion and infl:unmation of the upper rcspirn­lory Imel. Thi" allows the mil'ro~copic nncl 111nrc dangc•rous pnrtil'ks of lhC\ d11\t to penc­lrnlt• into lilt• lungs 111orr e:tsil~· lhan for111erl~·. :111d l'l'rllll'l'S !ht• indi\'i1!1tal l'OllCel'lll'l[ hii.:111.v s11sceptihle to infections. espccinlly to pulmonary lnlH•rctilmis. prt'SC'llt in E:tsl Broughton pt•ople to ;111 1·:1.lr:1ordinarv dl'~rcl'. 
\\'hcrH~\'t•r it is w:1r111 outsiclc, lhc workmen i.:enl'rally kl't'll open !hr r11n11y window.; 011 t•:ich of the fi\'C floors of this l:1h~c pl:tnt. ll11l :11 other times of the :i·ear, n111l whcncrc·r the wind is blowini.: h:l!'d, nil lhc windows arc krpt do.~ed. Thi~ lrnilding is not hr:itc11. 'l'l1t1~ lhe ll'lllJ>t•ratt11'C imide for the lnrl-(esl ~rnrl Of lhc s1•:1r is d:1111p, cold 01· frigi1l. as :rnvorlL' livi11u in C.)ul'lit·c will n•:1dil,\' undc·rstand. Ou each floor tlll•r·c is a sorl of hootl1 about fin~ frl'I squarr, in which th1· 111t•n can find sn111C' 111ras11rc of prol<·etion a;!:tin~t inclt•menl lt'lllllC'ratu1·cs, 1>i11cr ii contains a s111:1ll stove. N:1!11r:dly, tllev nilc into !hi.~ booth \\'hl'IH'\'er possible. which fo1· -some of lhC' workmen is f:lirly often, lht• n:ilure of thl'ir work pcr111itti11g it. This <':thin i~ 1rnorly huilt, :Jl\heslos 1l11sf of nl sius seep~ inlo if. and cor11es in wlil'nt•\·c·r tile door is c•penl'd lo Id a man in or out. Thcrr is :1 small open hole in i'ls roof. "'hcnc\·er the room beromes unhear:ibly fillccl with the clusl, the men open the smnll window in ii, tlrns crcnlin1< a 1Jr;ift that cll·ars the air of the largest part of the clnsl. not :ill by nny means, :ts :1ny eni:inecr woulcJ lt•stify. 

Excepting for the summer months, the work­men en! their micl-worlcin" da~' mcnl here :incl thrre wherrycr convcnil'nt Inside· the nl:rnl. A spr<'i:il l>oollt surli ns !11111 clcsc·r·ihcd alJO\°!' is llSl'd liy nrnny of the llll'll us c11lin?: pince. This "<lining" room (ubout 20 x 10 feet) is solllelimcs so rrow<lcd :it meal times th:it some of th!! men IHI\'(• to <':ti slanclin" 1111. This room is C'Xll'H· 
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n!'clirlllrilr ·dirly, ils wall~ nul h:.l\'ing Ileen paint­ed fol' 111:111y years. It~ floor is encrusted lhicldy !Jy tl1c .-.ti'nliini: nccwnulalion of spit, dtt>l, :md filth of ns nwny years. :-:>cycrul ye:.i.rs :1go, Ilic. 111e11 askctl the rnan:1gc111enl to have lhc lJl:ice clca11cd :ind \J:tinted. This rec\11C'~l wa~ rd11sed. 'l"Jreret1po11, 1. 1c 111cn nsked t ial they l;e sup­plied witlt paint. a1l1li11g 111:11 !hl'y would p:ii11l tr1c roo111 tl1l·rn~L·l\'cs. This n·1111c~t loo w:1~ refused. 
Jlcre then ;., this "dining roo111" i11 \':liicll Ille 111t•n regularly galher-strong healthy young 111c11 who have worked in the pl:1nl for only a few months; 1111•11 predisposed lo ptrlr11011:ir-r tu1Jen·11lo>i> and tire whole c:1lcgory nf put. r11011ar·y infection; r111•11 who h:i\'e worked in the pl:111I 1'01· a n·a1· or ~o :111d who<>e l1l'.illli h lici11g 1111dcr111i11cd h.Y i11hal:ilio11 of ;i~bnlo' du~t; llH'll wlio l1nvc developed ·:t.~!Jc,losis :ind who 1·xl1iliit 1111• sii:n<> :111cl ~y111plo111<> lo a 11101krnlt• or lo a11 ad van1·e1l d1·1;1·L'l'; :111d 111e·11 at flictcd :1t Olll' !.lagt' or anolhL•r Ly c·o11!:1gio11' 1111l111011:1r.v disra.\C :ill c·o11~lting :ind spilling in prof11-;io11 :di O\'<'I' Ilic pl:H'l', citl1cr fro111 the d11\l al lar~e i11 I he 1·oor11, or front .\O[l' I hrn:1I, IJ1'011diili>. or 11ul111ur1:i1·r t1ilH·r·t·11lo\i<;, 01· fro111 :1 dl•\'cloping or :111 t•sl:ililislH•d :t>IH•.\lo,is . .\111! this has gone 011 eo1rti1111011<;Jy in :i roo111 tli;it ha~ 11ot l1t'l'J1 properly ck;1nl'cl :llld p:1i n ll'd fnr· r11:1ny )'l':ll'S. Dozens of men, SOllH' now dt•:1d a111J 1'<Jirc, sorne pre~enllv f:ttully ill with :1!.· bcstosis :mu/or its complications, have lingcrell in this room of penfiknec, anti tltC' tirnl' 11:1<; long since pasSl'<l whcn it should ha\'l' IJL'l'll wiped off Ilic f:1cc of the earth hy the Cornp:in\' and Ilic go\'ern111c•nl responsihll' for its <':•d,t­cncc. 

Sotnc of lhC' men \vorking in and :11>0111 the n la 11 I us c l h l' tin' 111iti1 's shop n s n 11 1• :i tin:-: l' I :1 c e. But cln't conditions in it :ll'C not mud1 ln•ltcr than :inywhc•rc else in Ille plnnl. 
The toilt'l plac·t•s in tire Jllnnt nrc fo11I :llld a!Jominahle, nnd like :tll oilier pnrt~ of Ilic 111:111!, musally s:if11r:tl<'cl hy nshrslos elm!. Afll'r Yl'ars of 11t•t;lect, these place's have \'L'rY rccC'nlly hcrn n•pnintecl. 
Two :\'oun~ wo11H·n ( 1·nch about l S y1•:1rs of agl') work in n small roor\l cnsily penetr:tl<•cl by lht• c!l!'d procli1<•1•cl in tire pl:111!. ThPil' \\'CJrk is lo re1rni1· a111l !1> prcpnrl' lht• b:1g-; in wlii1·!1 :t~hrsto.c; fibre is .~!tipped lo ifs dt•\li11:1tion. Thrirs is a cl11sfy Joli i 11 its own ·right, an cl lite lilt•rnt11re on nshC'stosis rnllc; nllt•ntion In its cl 1111 f{Cr, 
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The clulhing lite work111t•11 weal' Js cncruslcd f,y dirty greyish-green asbcslos dust. Dust 1m­l'\'rnly ovcrlnys their hands ancl faces, :ind drifts in sb::1l>lc 11111mmt ngrdn~t l'rehrows, lips, nosc.s and hair. 

Conclusions re plant 
Tllrrc is not n single pince in this plnnt to which worknH'll t•an rcti1·1• from Ille dust for 1~vc11 a few 111i11utc•s d11rin1t !heir worldug hours. ;\!orc­o,·rr, for 1110!.I of lhc Y<':ll', they l'nnnot retire rrnm lh1· dust h;\' !,f(•ppinit out into lhc yard. Extrnordin:iril~· enoui.:lt, the nval:111!'he or dust is~uing fro111 tlic rhi111ue~·s, wi11dO\''.~ :rncl doors of the plant hring~ :1ho11t as heavy 11 co11c1·11lra­tio11 or \he dtr\t in llil' \'an! llS J>r!'\':lils in SOllle pnrts of lhe .vlnnl ilsclf. Afll'r only 1!i minutes 111 \,his yard, I found hrenthing diffkult, nnd hc•gnn to cough ond lo spit. 

Conditions "11nl prevail Oil the premises or Ille (lurhec A~!Jrslos Corpornlion nre !.Uch that few ordinar;\' worlo11e11 <':111 work thrrc over a period or li111r will10ut d!hC'r suffering severe .physicnl dn111ngc, or developing nshcslosis nnd/ or its ron11>lir:ilion .... No prccnu!ion wl111lsocvcr is !nken either h~· the C:omp:rny or by the provin­rinl g0Ycr11111cnl to protect the health of these 111cn. Prrhnps the hcst way to elnbornle tliis rh:irgc: is lo 111nre on rci-ord n few typi!'nl case historic.~ <if !he unfor!1111nt1•s who hnve worlrnd, or who :irr now worldng, thrrl'. 
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CASE HISTORIES 

Dossier No. 53 
Uo11 Cinquantctrols died In 1040 nt tho ngo <l! , forty.· 
When l1c was nbout fifteen yenr:i o! nge, he slnrlccl to work nt the Quebec Asbestos Corpora­t!on. So far ns -cnn ·he learned, he did uot '\York inside the plant ltself. He wns stntioncd In n Jonr, covered pnssnflewny which led from the in­trrior of the l.rnild111g lo a point some distance nwny from it. This pnssagcway housed n con­veyor, that is, mac11incry tbnt carried waste ns­Lestos mnlerinl out of the plant and dumped it on to the huge pile of refuse always prominent out­side nsbcstos plnnls in Quebec. There is a large amount of dust ·continually at large throughout this pnssngcwny, ·which is 1111venlilntcd and un­hea!c(I. Consequently, the temperature inside i3 always dnmp, and most of lhe year cold or frigid. It is in this p::is~ageway that Leon labored for twelve hours n dny, often for sixteen hours a day, over a period of years - this without any pro­tection ag:iinst such working conditions beyond llw! which his own body nfforrle(I. As a boy and young man, Leon's health was good; there is no record of tuberculosis either in his mother's Cmnily or in his f:lt11cr's. lie mar­ried at the age of nineteen. As do all these work­men, wllctl1er they be in good 11cnlth or not, be too coughed occasionnlly, but no attention w:is pni(I to this, since it is the usllal state of affairs. :\long about 19·101 his wire noticed that he began to cough more 1rcqnc11tl:v, somc!i111cs a tlry cough, sometimes wet. As the months went on, this COllf~h prog1·cssiYely increased in frequency and in inlcnsity. Leon then noticed t!1:tt he tire(! easily, especially when w:ilking up !he hill !:J his work, nnd tlwt he would arriYc there out C1f brc:1ll1. lie began to Jose wci~ht; and exertion of nny ldncl produce1l nn out~of-brcnth feeling . 
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Jnc\'ilahly, ANU ·AS COULD HAVE fiEEN FOHE.SEEN \'EAH.S PHEVIOUSLY, Leon fell into serious illness, so serious he had to give up work. \\'hereupon, lie l'l1tcred 1111 hospitul in Quebec City where, according to l1is wife, the doctors did not !ell him much of nnythin~ nllout his illness. l'\ot fceli11g nay !Jetter utter sl:iying in lhe llos­
r:it:ll five 111011tl1s, he became discourngecl, nncl 
rdurncd ho111c. On his llc)Jarlure, J1ospil:d nu­ll101·ities did not volunteer m1y information thnt 
rniglll l!a\'e hclpl·d Iii n1 in n·spcct to his rnalatly. 

Leon's home was so situated as to receive n goocl den! of the dust belched ont Ly the plant, c·spccia!ly in lite s11n1rncrlime, Ncverthclcs$, lie 
n:~lccl there for some thrrc months. At the encl of 
that time, he hnd been eii:;hl months wil110ut in­
come, nnd since he had a wife and seven children to su111wrt, feecl and clothe, he wns compelled lo disregard ltis malady. lle returned to work nt the ().uel.Jcc Asbestos Corporation, This time he wns set to work nt small and "easy" jobs in the ynrd and in sm.all sheds immediately outside the !Jlant. :Uut, and as pre\·iously recorded here, the atmosphere tl1ere i'i heavily tilled wilh dust most of the time, ns heayily saturated hy it as is the :itmosphere of some parts of the plant itself. Even a normal person in full health cannot stay in this yard for as Ion·~ as fifteen minutes without expe­riencing some diffkulty in ·breathing, 

How Leon managed to disregard his distress :rnt! to work in this y:1nl for the next three years ntllst ever remain an imperishable tribute to .his 
fortitude anti lo his sense of devotion to his fam-. ily. One cnrly morning after he had completed 
his l:1c;k<; during lhe night-shirt, he started down the hill for hollle, cour.:hing, spitting-, nnd this lime bringin:.: up hloocl in quantilv. UJintlly and _instinctively, he stag-gcrcu townrd his home nnd finally rc•acl1ctl il, having left a Jong trnil of his liluod upon lhe .snow. llis \\rife md llim at the door. By this lime his fal'e h:td }Jecome chalkish in colol' and flC'cketl with hlood. llis wife de>· 11:1leliet! some of the children lo the doctol' and to the priest, and kd him to a sink in lhe kitchen, 
hatl him sit down, nnd held out a basin under his lips lo rl'tci\'e the life-l>lood that wns now 1rnurinf.{ 011t of him profL1sely, In a few minutes, he fdl over into her nrms, and died. 

To this dny, this family docs not know the came 
of Leon's clcntll. The doclor who attended. hlm nrter death, and who supposedly filed the <lenth certificate, did not volL1ntcer any information on this subject. TJ1e family hns never applied for com.pcnsalion either from the Company or from 
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the government. Leon's wifl' ~11stH•rle<l th:it !.0111e· how her hL1s!J:1111l's drnlh wa~ tic·tl up wilh n'>­bcstos dust, nntl she hncl hc:irtl n v:1g1:e rumor about "compensation" - n lo11g worcl. The idea of compensation in connection with her h11~· li:111<l's clcnth scemecl fn11t:1stic lo her, since she w:1s aw:1rc lltnt no one in simil:1r rirrnnsl:ince'> in East Broughton w:i~ collecting it. Nevcrtlicles> she i11c111irccl hffe ·ancl there, hut no one knew anythin~ :llH>llt it until ~hr stn1ck :i nol:1ry. It so happened th:1t early in life Leon h:tCI c!e· cidetl lo snve money anti lo protect liis family by investinl{ in life ins11r:inre. Accorclingly, he hnd insured his life for $7,000. Con'iidrrin~ !he IO\\' rate of pny prevailing nl !Ill' ()ur!Jrc A~!Je'>loo; Corporation before tile war. it rem:iins n rnyslerv as lo how he rnan:igccl lo ~upport his family nncl to pny his inmrancc premiums too, Tl11t he clitl. News that his widow wns colll'clin~ $7,000 insur· nncc money lrnvellerl fn~t in tll~ <;111all Yi!la:ze. The notary whom she conc;nlleil tclcl her she could not obtain compensation, since she had collcctecl on her hnsbanrl's life insurance policy - a lamentable piece or misinformation th:it in­fluenced her to give up all thought 0f claiming 
compensation. In ronnection with this inrnr­ance money, it is worthwhile noting lliat an n;rnt 
of "Les l\fcrcs Necessitcnses" did not nnw·ar :it her ·Joor. No help was forthcoming from an~,. 
qn:irlcr. 

The f:11nily tightened its hcJt, and h:is so far managed its rcsources·wcll. TI1e two elrlest girls, r.ow twentv vne and twenty respectively, :i.rc teaching school. •Another girl, :i'.Zed sixteen, is nttenclin~ !Normal School :it Thetford \Iinc!!. Three of the C'l1ildren ::ire unckr sixteen, :ind still at school in the "illnge. But Leon's eldest so:i is in :1 sanatorium, seriously ill, sllndows on his 
lungs, 

Dossier No. 14 
::'lfaurit'c Ou:1lorw c!iecl in 1f11G nt !ill' :ir.:c or Sil. He hncl worked for the Quchet• ,\\heslo' Cor­poration ll!Jl)t"OXilllatCJ}' 25 years, lllOSt or the time ill parts of till' pl:111t where the du<;! io; not so thick ns in some otl1er n:n!~. But lti.c; wifl' reports th:i! he lrnd :d<;o workl'1l fnr v:1riN1c; inclcfinilc periods of lime "in !he clnst", which is {O S:lV in the )nngu;ige of fhr IJC'OpJr, in l1e::1vy 

concl'ntrntions of the dust. She s:in th:1t on arl'ival homl' from work Iii' rlothini:: '\\'oulcl he covered with the dirty '\\'hitish d11~t. nn cl lhnt sometii1H's ht' woul<·! reni:irlc, "Today, th!." clu.c;t wns so thick where I workccl th:it it ro11lcl 
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J1nYc been cut with n knife." Some five to 
six years preYious to his dcnt-h, J\Ianricc began 
to reel we::ik. incnn::ible of work, and gcncrnlly 
ill nl case nhysically nn(I mcntnlly, nil this nc­
c-om11nniccl by much cou.!!hing. Ile consultc1l a 
doclor :111<1 wns told he had nslhma, nnd !hat 
he would recover from this illness. He continued 
nt his worlc. 

J\lnurice lived in n small poorly built cotlnHc 
silualccl in close :m(I rlirect line lo receive a 
full share or Ille avalanche of dust coming down 
upon lhe village for most of the time. All win­
dows in such a house nre kept tightly closed in 
nn effort lo ket>ll lht> du~t out. Tli~ wife rcJ)0rt.s 
llrnl he had great difficulty in brcrlhing, I.hat he 
choke•( easily, nnd that he coughed n good deal. 
She :•rnvs he woulcl wake un in the night g:1sning 
for hrrath, :rnrl that lie woulcl cry out in clcspcr­
ation thnt lhe windows he opened. This wns a 
mnn in cruel and ominous distress, nnd 11ot lo 
be denied. The windows were oncnccl. \\'here­
upon. a YcritalJTe stonn of dust would blow into 
J11s room nn1l all through the house. IInving 
obeyed nn imperntive instinct lo tnke ':tction 
-110 mnller how hlincl-lo relirve his agony, 
~I:rnrice would calm clown a hit, go off inlo 
n filful slecn, mcnnwliilC' inlrnling more nnd 
more of lhe dcnlh-dr:iling dust thnt now 
M1turalerl the l1011se. And in n 1·00111 near liim 
In~· his son. :.vl1ose snhsrq11ent stomnch ailml!nts 
:incl onrrnfinns nre usunlly closely associated 
with nn nnxict:v nnd fcnr comolex. 

i\[:inrke hccmne more nnrl more ill, ;md lie 
finnlly hao to J.?i\'e UJ> work' altogether some 
th1·"'· month.,· nrior to his clcnth. Such was his 
snfrering nnd misery thnt ·he was removed lo 
nn ho'!)ital in Ouehec- l.ilv. There. acc-onling 
to his wife. he wns told he hnd "enlnrw:ment 
or the hcnrt", nncl tlrnl he would never get well. 
Hr wns nlso !old 11fnt his clinical piclure wns 
somewhat confosed. :mrl thnt the doctors could 
not say positively that he had either ~ilir.osis 
or nsl1cslosis. Shortly nfterwnrds, 1\fnuricc died. 

As in the cnse of lnmrlrcrls or m,.,n in Qm~hcc, 
wl10 hnve hcen or who nre now n rmcted either 
hy silicosis or by nshcslo,is, J\f:inrice knew for 
n while nrc,·ious to hi<; clcnth thnt he wn-; nl1out 
lo 1lic, !hn"t h(' hn1l hrrn in fnct conrlemncd to 
1lrnth. nut nt !his noinl in his (':l,,r, lhrrc rnlcr.<; 
nn imnnrtanl fnctor, which, ~o fnr a<; I know, 
h:is hM'cr hccn nre~rnt in lh<' cnsc~ or Ens! 
Bro11ghlrrn 111e11 in simil:ir 11osition. nrro•·(' he 
cliccl, i\fa11rice strongly nch•isecl his family lo 
rlai111 co111prn,nlio11 from !he l.0111nnn:v :incl the 
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provincinl i;:overnment. How he learned !hat 
his fnmily hncl the right to make s11ch n clui 111, 
Rnd '\~hy he himself ditl not exercise his own 
right to mnke n clnim while he wns ill anti 
alive, I cnnnot tell. The brntnl Cnct is that, nside 
from l\laurice, these East 13rougllton workmen 
and families Jia,·e not known Jhat they 1ios· 
scsscd such rights in statute law AND in co111~ 
mon law. Neither doctors or Jnwyers, nor rnuni­
dpul nnll proYincinl authorities, nor politicians 
in or out of office. nor ncws1Japcrs nnd 111a~.1-
zines, have told lhcse peonle the Cncts regan.l1ng 
this mutter. After havin~ talked with vcrr many 
worlonen nn<l their families in the village, I 
have Y<'t to fine! n sin,i.:le person nmong them who 
hod even nn elementary knowled).!c ns to the 
rif.{hts possessc1I bv all cili7.ens in !hi> rc~JH:ct. 

J\t nny rate, Maudce's widow applied for com­
pensation, ncldrcssing .Jier clnim to "Ln Commis­
sion des Accidents". Her clnim wns summarily 
rejected on grounds thnt it hnd not been c5l::ilJ­
lishetl thnt lliauricc had contracted :my occ-upn­
lionnl discnsc compensable under the "Work­
men's Compensatio11 Act of Quebec". The lcltcr 
received from "La Commission des Accidents" 
infonncd her that the case was consequently 
·considered closed. Maurice's widow is not cli­
gihle to receive niil Crom the Burcnu of "Les 
nrcr•cs Nceessiteuscs", since her ·Children nre 
nbove the age of 1G. Iler daughter is now 13, 
and has been unable to fine.I work in the vil1:1ge. 
One son in practically nn invrilicl as result of 
~lomach ailments nnd operntions cited :il.JO\'C. 
The other son, a strong henlthy young man Jia:s 
on several occnsions applied for v.:orlc nt the 
Quebec Asbestos Corporntion (prnclicnll\· the 
only employment available in E::ist 13ronghlon), 
:111d for obscure rensons has been 1·efuscd em­
ployment, nlthough other men werr hci ng hired 
at Ille time. 

This family of four is therefore lh·ing in ex­
ceedingly strni·ghtcncd circumstances. 

Dossier No. 105 
J\lpl1onsc Ccntcinq died in 1912 at the ngc or 

forty-fi \'C. 
Beginning nt the nge or eighteen, he worked 

in the Quebc Asbestos Corporntion plant for an 
indefinite number of :vcnrs. lle thrn trnnsferc1l 
tro nnother mine :lllcl plnnt then being opcratccl 
in the neighborhood, where he worked ng:iin for 
an in<lefinilie number of yen rs. D11sl concli lions 
in this mine nnd plrint too arc \"Cportecl to have 
been bad. Alphonse returned lo work i11 the 
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·.r.:J1ec Asbestos Corporation plnnt where, on this 
nccnsio11, he rcrnninecl uniulerruptcdly for twch'c 
, ears. :mcl up to a few months prlo1· to Ms death. 
· At the Quebec Asbestos ·Corpornlion plant, Al­
phonse was n "loader", his work consisting prin­
cipally of Ji:rndling bags filled wilh nsbcstos 
fibre - n very clmty job. This occupation is not 
child's play, requiring as it docs considcralllc 
exertion. Consequently, n "lontlct"' is !Jrenthing 
deeply nntl l1envily while verforming his work. 
Ench 11:intlli11g of a bng of nsbcslos fibre releases 
into the air a .good deal of dust, espcci:illy the 
\'ery fine invisible dust that is invaria'l1ly fatal to 
the person who inhales it over a period of time. 
Alphonse's widow reports that her husband's 
clothing wns nhuncl:i11tly covered by dust when 
he 'l!Ti\·cd home from work, and that for hours 
:1flcnvanls, he would cough vigorously and spit 
out dirty-looking moist masses. lt is worthy of 
note that nrnch du~t from his clothing was rc­
IL'ase<I daily into a house whose windows \Vere 
1-<•pl lightly closed against the <lust nt large in the 
,·illnge, an<\ in which trherc lived his wife nnd 
eleven children. 

Eventually n11d inevitably, Alphonse fell into 
illucss. llis wife reports that Jus ·COuglting pro­
gresively increased, anll l11at he turne<l lo vnrions 
hon1c-macle remedies for 1·clicf. Uc also consulted 
local doctors from time to lime, always pnying 
for surh co11s111lnlio11s, nnd for various syrups 
;inu tonics supplii•<l him. lie 11lso visitctl the cli­
nic :1t Thetford ;\linrs, whl'rc X-'rnys of his cJ1cst 
were taken. ·Acconting lo his wife, the uocton 
a! !he clinic lulu him nothing. 

- Finally, the local doctors told Alphonse that he 
:.houlcl give up work altogether, tl1:1t he was very 
ill, and that he Jia<I heart trouhle. In other 
words, his heart coulcl 110 longer ·do the work 
normally cxpcclcd of it. Followin~ his wife's 
n<ldce, and hoping for bc:Llcr111ent, Alphonse ent­
ered nn hospital in Quebec City. There, he wns 
told by the <loclors that he had heart trouble, 
and hy the nurses thnt the "enlargement of his 
heart" must he due lo u "surprise" he had rccci­
\'Cd. This story of n "surprise" has since helped 
lo quiet the vague nntl healthy fear Alpho11se's 
f:imily had in connection with asbestos dust. Al­
phonse remained in the hospital for a month nnd 
a half, and then retnrned home lo die ten dnys 
later at the agc,of forty-five, 

Ilis widow was left with eleven children, the 
ddcst being se\"Cntccn years of age and the 
>'Ollll~cst three, She has never applied for- com­
pensation. She knows nothing whatsoever re.: 
E(artling her rights, nnd those of her family. in 
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this rC'spcct. One fine day after Alphonse's 
death, tht:'rc nppe:ll'ccl my~lerlously al her door 
nn agent of "Les Mere> N~ceso;itenscs", a provin­
cial govcn1111ent relief organization. Some 
months after this visit - and this is a long, Ion~ 
time when there nrc twelve person-; to feet! and 
clothe-the family wns officiidly plnced on the 
relief roll of the Province: rale of relief about 
$50.00 y1er month. '!'.his beggarly allowance was 
for a whole yc:1r the sole i11co111c or the family. 
Jlerc then was a family condemned to extreme 
poverty. Each ycnr since !lien, one of the cliil­
clrcn h:H reacher! an cl pa>>ccl the ng:! or si:-.lceu. 
Conscqucntly

1 
the monthly check received from 

"La Commission des Accidents" ha9 each year be­
come smaller and smaller, while the cost of liv­
ing has scored progressively to everyone knows 
where ... 

The c-ondition of this family Jrns improved vcrr 
slightly during these Inst two yenrs. Tlte clclest 
daughter died nt the age of twenty-one in H.115 
c•f a pulmonary ·disease in which m::dnutrilion 
pays a pro111incnt part. Two of the ~iris h::t\'c 
left ho111c, :111cl nrc working in hotel Ill ne::irby 
towns. (Three less lo free! nncl to ·clollie nt 11omc) . 
The rldest son has now been working for so111c 
rnonth.s at the Q11chcc Ashcslos Corporation 
plant; snme hint\ of work, -same dust conditions, 
c11ro1111tcrecl by his fathCL". Two or three or lite 
you11f:c1· ehilclren Ol'Cnsion:11ly fi1ul odd joh~ in 
the v11lagc !hut bring in n few precious doll:lrs. 

Dossier No. 79 
Louis Soixantedixneur is now forty years old. 
There is no rccorcl or pnlmonnry t11!Jerculosis 

either in his mother's family or in his father's. 
As n young man in cx·cellcnl health, lie workc<l in 
various ashcstos mines and plants for about four 
ancl n ·lrnH years. Aflcrwnrcls, he worke<l for the 
Quebec Asbestos Corporation for ::ihout cle\'cn 
years. Louis was first employed by this Com­
pany in its open pit, where he nssistcd in <!rilling 
operations, always perfO\'med by dry mcthocls. 
Ile reports that on many occasions he helped in 
borinrt into the side of the mine wall. ::ind then 
in hollowin~ out n long tunnel in which he and 
his compa111ons worked for honrs at a time. The 
dust in the air inside these tunnels wn~ so thick 
the men could hardly sec cuch other. The Com­
p:rny cllcl not provide them with masks of any 
description, nncl no one c'•cr told Louis that the 
dust was dangerous. 

,\Cler working for about a year in the open pit, 
Lo11is was lrnnsflTC<l to the job or ''clcnncr" in· 
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side the plnnl. Two or thl'cc times during hh working hom·s, he would gather into piles the rlnsl thal ha<l settled :rn<l nccnmulntcd on the st:iirwnrs nnd floor nssigncd to him, using for this purpose a dry brush nnd shovel. At these times, he moved and l>renlhcd in nn extraordina­rily hcnvr eonccntrntion of dust. And when he was not lmsy, the only "refuge" avnilnblc to him wns the liltle cn!Jin on his floo1·, which ns we hnvc recor<lc1! was n dust-trap in itself. Among Louis' <lttties, there was one that as· s11111es wc:it i111porl:t11cc in Ilic scheme o[ thing~ that has prevailed in this Enst .I3roughton plant. The "dust chamber" in which a ccrlnin amount of 1lust is deposited by the vcnli 'ntion system fills up rnpidly. Thus twice' n week, Louis would enter this room to dean it out. On these vccasions, he would wade knee-high, and some­times wnist-high, in the dust of the centre of the room, open a s111nll trap door in the floor, and the tlmt woaltl fall to nnothcr place on the floor below. To get the ·bulk of the dust out of the room, it was neccssnry to shovel it down thr-ough the lrarHloor. After this had l>cen done, Louis wo114! use a sort of !'akc or dry brush to clc:m Ifie walls nnd floor of the dnsl, some of which is ~!icky. He reports that the dust was so thick in lhe atmosphere that the light from the electric hullJ at the ceiling wns totally blotted out while he wns in \he room. The Company did not pro­vide him with nny protection whatsoever against the dust. 
No m:111 c:m wilhslnntl such conditions success­fully for long. Inevitably, Louis became ill, -excessive .cough, out-of-breath spells, wealrncss, incapacity !01· work and scncrnl mnlaisc, nil pro­gressively increasing as time went on. Frnal­Jy, he had lo give up work about six years ago. Ile rested al home for ahout six months, and re­turned lo his work. AL. the end of another year, he had to gh·c llJl again. He rested for a shott lime, :rnd !lien found n small job that required little exertion in another villrigc. He had to $ivc up this work too in a little while, and Jias .s111ec remained at home incapa('itatc1l for work of nny kind - n very sick man • When Lonis bcc:uuc seriously ill, he rcpnfrod to lhc clinic nt Thctfol'cl :\lines, where x~rnys were t;,J\en of his lnng>. He w:is told he h:irl sh:idows 01· spots on his lung.~. p1·ohnbly lnbercu!osis. Louis ,s:1ys lhe doctors fell into 50ll1C sort of clisp11tc over the nature of Jiis illness, hut th:it nflcr­wards it was decided he h:icl "simple silicosis". U11dc1· their clircction, he applic·d to "La Gommis-
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sion des Accidents" for compens:ilion. He re­ports that "La Commission des Accidcnb'' inform­er! him thnt il nllowcc! compcnsnlion in ca~es or "double silicosis", not in ca!>C~ of "simrlc .~ilico~­is", :ind thnt his claim wns ll1ercfore rci<;cled. hut lhnt he was ac!vhcd lo ~o to a certain hospi!:il in ~Ionfreal for further examination. Lo11is fol­lower! the ndvice ·given hy "L;i Commission r!r~ 
Accidents". About three montlis bier, the hos­pital doctors rcpOl'[C<} that the 11:.1tlll·e Of his nrnlady was unknown. Since then, he hns from time tn time cons11ltc(l local doctors who tell him that his lungs arc {liseaserl, prescribe cert:ii11 medicines, and suggest n sanatorium. Loni-; Jmows he is close to death; he does nol \\':rnt to clie away from his fnmily; nnrl he rejects the i<lca of a s:mnlorimn. His home is in direct line lo Tl'· 

crive a full shnrc or the dust helchc<l 0ut hy the plant. Asbestos dust seeps in, dcsoitc tip;l1t!y closed winrlows, nnd the unlirin~ efforts of his wife to keep it out. 
Tn 1944, Louis rrnrt his wife nncl their one chilc1 uow cigllt yc:irs olrl ·were placed on the public ,·e)icf roll <lf lh<' tll'OYince, and ns usual hy w:iy of "Les ~Icres Ni·ccssllcnses''. Thercnftcr, this familv received from thi~ somee · n monthly check of $20.00 up to OctolJC'r 1!'J 17, when the n!l1ount was raised to $30.00. The mo­ther 1i:is fonnrl 11alr time work in the \'i1l:igc, nncl bl'ini:i~ in n few ·rlollnrs. The family is vc~y lloor: Louis' ·consultntions with doctors nnd the mcrli­<'inc.~ they hn\•c prcs<'riherl ha\'e been cxp<'nsivc; in arlclilion - and who can blnme him - he has ho11ght one expensive patent medicine rifler an­other in desperate hope or betterment. )!unicipal taxes on the humhle dwelling owne<l hv !he fam­ily arc nearly three ~·cars ovcrrlttc: lh~re is nn 111oncy to pay them. Therefore, the f;1111ily is faced with the prospect or soon losing its homr, since the '.:\luniciral Conncil usunlly forecloses when taxl's arc mol'c lhnn thl'ee years ovenh1c. 

Do!.sicr No. 87 
A<lt'lard Qualrcvingt~rpt i> n co111plc!i-ly hroken down m:m, \'<'r:v ill :1111! dose lo the point of rlenlh :il !he :u{c or fifty-ll11·cr. J\rtelnn! was in rxC'rllc11t hc:ilth whrn he first went to work :it the Queller Ashcsln~ r.orpor:i!ion plan!. Tlirrc is 110 rceorcl of p1!1111onary tnl>C'r­n1lo\j~ in his n10lhcr'.~ r:i111ily, rl!' in hi.~ f:1!hcr's. T!C' was fir5! c1nployc1l in lhc• plant as :i "h:1gr~cr". The work of such a 111a11 will Ile c!cscrih<'rl in tile 11n.I dossier. S11rfiric11t to s:t~· here th:it !hi< ;. 
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. 1 ,,r :ill jol~s in the mine un~ plant.. 
, 1 ·~:,r.< .1 day, six days a wcr.k, Ath·l::ird la­

. c 1 ,~c 11 uously nncl ·brc:1thed deeply ia :m at-. 
0
• cil1 ,c~l'c conl:uninnlocl !Jy an infinite number 111 SP I . . ·11 't• I f I l I t n( yj,j/J/e anc I 11\'JSI) e nar IC cs 0 ns JCS OS ( llS. 

lie .~:i.1·s llial !hr d11sl was M> thick in the air that 
,,awl inte<; h<' ·could not clearly sec ohjc'Cls ten 
feel nway. llis home was situated so ns to rc­
C'C'i1·c a full share or lhc dust hekhcd out by the 
planl. Th11s for eight yc:irs, never a breath or 
clean ni1· while :1t work; :incl for most of the 
I imc not n hreath or <"lc:rn fresh nir while nt home. 

.\cli'.•l:trd, til'C'<I of his joh after ci~hl yenrs, gave 
it up, :ind went to work on a farm. J\bonl ten 
~·cars late1·. he returned to work again :1t lhe Que­
bec J\sh<'slos Corpcwation pbnt. This lime, he 
w:1s set lo work 011tsiclc the plant, on what ls 
called "le cah·airc'' hy French 'Canadian work­
men. Thi~ wonl "·cah·aire" is n corruption of 
the Englisl1 word "·culvert'', nncl ·never has the ge­
nius or th<' F1·c11ch C::111acli:111 ordinary people for 
Frcnehifying English wonls Jicen employed more 
aptly (lnngu:1ge professors, tnkc note) • 

To work "sur le calvaire" means to work nlong 
n11il nt the e111l of n sort of road atop the gigantic 
pile of rcjcctccl nshcsto~ ore seen outside Quebec 
:1shrstos 111·occs~i1rg plants. Along the ridge of 
sud1 11iles there is a con\'cyor !lt:tt cnrries rekd­
r1l m:itcri:il f1·om the Diani, nnd dumps it at the 
f:tr encl of the Jlilc, which in time becomes mount­
ni11ous in sizl'. flt lhe \'Cry encl of "le calvairc", 
.snlhe two lrnnclrecl and fifty feet 111> in the nir, 
Aclel:ircl met his fin:1l <100111. The continuous 
clumping of the rcjcelecl 111:1terial· onto this pile, 
:incl lite act of sprcacling it ·out 01· shovrlli11g it 
dnwn inlo spncr, proclucl'1l a dense c:loucl of du~t 
whirh wns blown h:1ck sharply into J\clcl:lrrl's 
f:ice hy the high winds generally prc\'aili11~ nt the 
high cnrl of "le c:dvnirc". Al 110 lime clicl lhe C:om­
panr provi1lc him wilh nroleetion of any kincl 
:1g:1inst the dust. He bougl1t n pair of go;rnle<> to 
nrolrd his cvcs. He cli<I not know that it was 
rfnngerous lo inhnle the dust, hut since breathitrg 
in it wn~ not too p!rasant, he would periodicnlly 
huy a mouth nnd nose mask at the villngc store. 
He hnd to discnrcl these mnsks, since he could not 
clo his work while,wcaring one. 

.\flcr some six month.~ "sur le calvairc", Adc­
Jard Legan to feel ill effects • Ile noticed a 
marked out-of-breath feeling nrtcr exertion; he 
felt vngue disti·ess; he tired en~ilv and he began 
to cough frequently - a clrv congh, He consulted 
n local ·doctor :incl was told he had heart troulilc. 
Jic was nclvisecl to go to the Thetford !\lines cUnl~ 
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for x-rny examination. After n while, he repaired 
to !he elinic, whose report was forwnrdcd to his 
local doctor. iAdl·lard wns then told llint he had 
n "veil" <ivcr his lungs, nn·cl that his mnlacly wns 
not contngious. (Asbestosis alone is not co11tag­
io11s.) 

Although markedly ill, AdC!arcl hnd nil through 
this phase continued at his work; the rn:rn lt::icl n 
wife and a houseful of children, some of them ill, 
to support. But the lime cmne, some two or three 
years lnler, when he had lo f:iYc up work alto­
gether. Ile could no longer walk the long paiaf11l 
rand of "le enlvairc" without iiccoming so 011~-nf­
brealh thnt he could not work for the rem:iindcr 
of the 1lay. He ng:iin repaired to the Thetroru 
~lines clinic. This time he was tolcl that he h:-td 
henrt trouble :rnd t11berc11losis, allll that his mnla­
'-'Y wns eontngious. Ac·cording to Ac\~lnr<l, none 
ol' the cloclors whom he eonsulte!l ever mentioned 
the word "asbestosis" to him. His cough hat! 
Jong ngo become wet, ancl there he sits ancl lics to­
day, e-0ughi11g :ind spiltiw• µ1·ofusely, !lre:HHnlly 
ill, in a rnmslrnckel house that is ns lightly closed 
;1s possible against the avalanche of ·dust clescend-
ing upon the village, -

No cloctor, municipal or iirovincinl go\'ern­
mcnl official, or Compnny officinl hns ever 
JJl'ealhcd the word "compensation" to J\dcbrJ. 
He knows nothing whatsoever abont "La Com­
mission 'lies Accidents", and hns never applied 
for compensnlion either to it or to the Cornp:iny . 
About a yenr ago, the name of his family was ins­
cribed on the roll of "Les ~lcres Neccssiteuses". 
Let us then sec how U1c fnmily has fared. 

The eldest dnnghlcr keeps home for the family, 
the mother having died of nulmonary <lisc~sc 
:10011t six years ago. A son aged nineteen has 
now been in a sanatorium these last tht"ec 
months; he ~oughs a good deal, and nccort!ing to 
report, is s11ffcrin~ from "pleurisy", nnd infl;11n-
1nalion of the .Jungs. .Another son, suffering 
Crom pnlmonnry ·disease of some sort, entered a. 
s:rnnlol'ium when he wns twenty one, tired of tlle 
confincrnent after three ye:irs, and returnee.I 
home, \\'here he has been these fast three years. 
When I visited him early Inst September, he wns 
shockingly ill but still on his feet. (Two or 
three weeks Inter, he died, supposedly of pulmo­
nary disease). 

Two of the older sons arc now working "in the 
woods", slate of health unknown to me. A son 
oged sixteen remains nt home; not workir.g. 
Three other small children nrc still at primnry 
school in the village, 
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The la~t lime [ visilell this fnmily was in Sept­
cmher of HJ.lS. ll was on n Thursday :tfternoun 
of a cold dny, and the wind was !Jlowing a thick • 
storm of dust upon the house. All the windows 
were tightly closed, and hnd been conlinuously 
for near Jy four nights a1Hl -days. Nevertheless, as­
!Jestos dust hnd seep.cu into the bouse

1
· it lay in 

visible degree on wrn<low sills nnd ierc nnd 
there on the floor, although the home wos clean 
<.>thcrwise. The air inside the kitchen-Jiving 
room in which we nsscmlJlctl was warm and op. 
pressiYC. The poor father, Adclal'll, sot Ly.the 
stove, nnd despite nil efforts tc U1e contrary, 
c.ouglletl :111d spat. The son, who was to die of 
higl1ly contagious disease a few weeks Inter, 
stood and swayed in front of the stove, coughing 
ant.I spitting. '1'11c three smnll children hnd co111e 
in froin school and hatl lJ\·ought nlong some of 
tl1cir little friends; nnd in n corner of this room 
of pestilence, the group of seven or eight hncl 
settled down to the busy occ·upations of children. 

"' Conclusion re dossier~ detailed here. 

Asbestosis nearly nlwnys lends to pulmonnry 
tuberculosis or to heart disease, and frequently . 
to both. 

According to medical nnd government records, 
these workmen arc ill or hnve died of pulmon­
ary tuberculosis or of henrt disease. Uut if 
proper consideration is given to the dusty con­
ditions in which they worked for five, 10 and up 
to 25 years, one may say in all certainly that 
these men are or were victims of asbestosis and 
its complicnlions. It is asbestos dust that short­
ened their lives. 

These "·orlrn1cll, ill or dead of :in occupational 
cliscasc, hnYe ncYc1· received compensation, al­
though tl1cy were fully entitled to it )Jy way of 
both common Jaw antl of the 'Vorkmen's Comp· 
cnsation Act of Quebec. 

They neYel' recci vccl com pcnsntion )Jy way of 
common Jaw hceausc they never brought suit 
for d:1111age :1gninst Ille CD111pnny; :111!1 they never 
hro11ght suit against tile Company Jiccause no one 
hns c\'el' informed lllem rcgnrdinr-: the nature of 
nsbeslosis. None of the numerous persons inlet·· 
'·icwcd, workmen presrntly ill, wit.lows, mid 
children of clr:id workmen, seemed to know any­
thing nt all rc{-iarcling this cliscnse. 

( 

Al lhi.~ point, the doelo1·s in the :ishcsios reRion 
of Quebec IJlll.\t face their re~ponsihilily in this 
wlioJe ~iluntion. IIow can they explnin that 
t I,,....•• ,, : ,1 " ..... ' .,, , ,..,, ,. ,, 1 I,,.., • ..., .. , • .-.._ •• T. ~·· •• r f' • ' •• • • 
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or workinl{ in this 11d11c and pl:mt? How c:in 
llicsc tloclors explain that they <licl not tell ll1cse 
\Yorkmen they were ~uffering from nsbcstosis, 
and that, consequently, tliey had right to comp­
ensation? '\Ve do not know the answers to 

· these quc.\tions. But what we do ~u10w is) 
that not long ago one of these doctors s:iiu, "lf 

/\we told the workmen of Easl llroughlon that they 
were affcctccl by as!Jc~tosis, it woultl cost lhe 
Company too much llloncy". 

The workmen of East Tiroughton, or their 
widows, ha\'c never !Jro11glit suit for c!11111:igc 
:1gai11st the Co111pa11y. Ant.! if they hacl tnkcn 
s11el1 nction, perhaps it woultl have given rise 
only lo other "l'roccs des \'cuvcs de .St-He111i 
cl' A111hcrst", the lesson of which should not he 
forgotten. 

The workmen of East Broughton, or their 
families have never received compensation from 
•·i.a Commission des Aecitlcnls de Quebec". T!Jc 
Ycry few claims they addressed to the "Commis­
sion" were side-tracked. 

Tile refusal of the "Commission'' to ;-i\vnrd 
co111pe11sation wns bused upon rnacccplahle pre­
text. For example: one of these workmen, ratally 
ill of an occupational disease, was told by a res­
ponsible official of "La Commission des ,\cci­
dcnts": "The government nwards compcnsntion 
in c:iscs of '·double silicosis', hut not in rnscs of 
'simple silicosis'" This term "double silicosis" 
docs not exist in medical literature. There is no 
disease recognized .as such by the metlicnl pro­
fession. 

In outline, these cases arc like yery many of 
those at St. Hemi d'Amllerst: a Company abuses 
:111 employee }Jy mninlaining conditions of ,vork 
that must eYcntunlly and inevilnbly bring nbout 
his prcmnture death; the Company escnpe5 !ts 
responsibility altogether; the pro,·i11cinl govcrn-
1ncnt sits by idly, Jrnowing of these conditions; 
the pro\•incinl government rejects the employee's 
cl;dm to co1111)c11s:ilio11, gh·ing one fdYolo11s rea­
son or nnolhcr lo justify its arlion, a111l llten c0n­
<le11111s his family to hopclc~s poYcrty by sane· 
limoniously inscribing its name on the relief roll 
of the proyince. 

There arc liternllv hundred5 of such ea~cs in 
Quebec. Hesponsibi.lil~· for their c:dstcnce rc1ts 
11po11 the Companics that tnke :uh·:intn;;e of tl1c 
i1~norancc of tile porrnlnlion in mc:_clir~l mntlcr.~: 
\llJOll certnin cloctors who nre not fnlfillin~ lhrir 
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~uclt :d111st·s; 111111 t1po11 socidy, which docs not 

i·:1ist• its voic<' in cffccti\'t' protest. 
Therefore, the mnin oh.icctiycs in this siltwtion 

:1t Ens! llrou~hton mar he simply oullined. 
Socil·ly as a whole must force the Comp:rny nntl 
the go,·crnrncnt (1) to 1·epai1· :is far 11.<: is po~siblc 
lltl· \\Ton~ perpclr:itr<I upon· thl'sc families, nntl 
(~) lo climi11:1tc ashcslo'> <ln<;l from the !lir being 
inhak1l hy tht''i<' people. If the second objective 
i-; not :ill:iinl'1l. trn;.:e<liC's such :1<: those dctnilC'<l 
hen• wil! mnltiply in number in the very ncnr 
l'ut 111·<'. 
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THE BAGGERS 

Twenty-four men who work in the plant 

operated by the Quebec Asbestos Corporation, 

but who ore not employees of the company. 

The <lustiest, :inti therefore the .most cl:rngerous, 
ta<.ks in this plnnl arc accompli\hcd by men 
who nrc not rmployet·s or the Quebec A'>h1·stos 
Corpornlion. S[nce the work lhc<;c men do i<; :in 
ntl-import:mt anti intr~ral part or !lit' \\'!1rk tli:it 
must he done in tlw plant, why arc tltcy not em­
ployees of the Comp:my? Surely, there mmt be 
an nnswer. \\'hat then arc the facts in this e:-;trn· 
ordinary situation? 

Tbese 2·1 men nrc known in the pl:mt :is "bar.:­
gers" :ind "pilers". Their story will he told 
here l>Y wny of the story of n "ha:::gcr" whom, for 
the sake of conYenience, we shnll cnll Josc1)h. 

Jose1ih is n stron,:i. well-IH1ilt and vi~orous 
~·oung mnn nged nbout 25, a cnpable worker in 
excellent health. He hns worked in n lnrge room 
on the first floor or the Qur.liec Asbestos Corno­
rntion nlant for these Inst four years. Into thh 
room there enters many o;hutt>s from whi<'h a<;­
hcsto.c; Cih1·c rcn1l.v for "h:1ggi11g" fallo; co11li1111-
omly wltt•n the nl:u1t is in 011cration. At various 
plaecs nlong n wall of this room, the fibre nccum· 
ulntec; in great piles, nt the etlgc of which Joseph 
stands, n shovel in his hantl<:. He bends down 
cl0~e to the pilr, scoops up a great sho\'cl· 
full of the fibre, turns :11111 clumps it into a hnr­
lap hng h<.'ltl out widc.op<.'n tD him by a frllow. 
worker. The fnllin::: of the fihrc onto the floor 
n11cl Joseph's shovdling comhine to relcnsc into 
tile air n wry lnn:e nmmmt of <lu~t. in which 
Joseph is working with lowered hcn1l an<! breath­
ing deeply. For this is :i strcn11ot1<; ioh, and more­
over, he is working nt top sprc<l, sin('c he is 
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paitl nccording In the 1111111hcr of .. lrn1::s he tilts. After he hns filled fifty hags or so, he ch:i.nr.:cs places with his companion, who tnkcs a turn 
nt shovellinA', while Joseph holds the bng> open 
lo receive lhc fi11rc. As n hag is lieil'lg filkcl 
nn<.l the fihre slrnken down compnctly into il, 
consitlernhle dt1st is shot directly up into 
Joseph's face, since he Is st:111cling over the !mg 
nnd looking down info it. When n bag has been fillecl lo its proper limit, Joseph, who has heen hol1lini:t n nccillc In hntHI, sews it up in n few 
deft movements •. 'l'hc hag is then picked 11p hy 
n "pilcr", who slncks It on others at n f:ir end ot the room. Fifty or so b:igs Inter, Joseph returns 
to shovelling, {llld so on throuRh his working 
hours. 

It hns heen menlione<I previously lhnt the ns­
lir~los dust on the i.lnirways nncl floors of the 
plant is JJerioclicully collcclctl hy "clcnners". 
This parliculnr dust ls CY!'ntually <lcpositecl in n lnrge clwmher, ahout SO x GO feet in size. 
Twice n week. lite "baggers" nncl "pilers" must· 
enter this room lo bag the clusl it conlnins. For 
this dust is sold for good n1oncy. All of the dead· 
ly dust :it l:lrgc in the plant or belched clown 
upon the Yil1:1ge is Yaluable nn<I salalJle. Aud 
since devices to c:wture practically all or il nt 
its point of origin hnYe Jong exislecl, it must lie 
conclucled that frtilurc to imhll them is clue lo 
n mnle\·olence or to n stupidily heyoncl compre­
hension. Aflrr all, purchase nncJ installation of 
.~uch ·devices colllcl he paid for by sale of the 
<lust they capture. 

At any rate, Joseph and his companions work 
at top-speerl in the "clust cltn111her" for hours 
:it a time. twice a week. When they first enter 
the l'h:\111!Jer. tlir elm! p:id;ccl clown upon tlte 
floor is more than knee-high, :rnd into it tl1cv 
wade an(l work actinly. Every movement the'.~' mnkc· stirs tll) the (Just, :incl the nir they hrcatl1c 
is filled with visible and invisible particles of 
the 111i11crnl to a point th:it clefies cle.scrip!ion. 
Finallr, the men slngr;rer out of the cirnmher, choldng. coughing :incl snittin[.!. their clothing, 
hands ~nd faces. cncnislrcl hrnYily by clmt. They shnkc off :is 11111ch or it ns they can. n111l rrlllrn lo fliC'ir 11.~11111 nl:icc of worlc. not much Jes~ dnslv 
than the "d11sl chnmher" ilsclr. · 

.To~enh :incl hi.-; 2:J co111pnnio11~ at·e rrnl pro­
''icled with protPclion of n11'' kind n~;ii11$t file du~!. TltPre is 110 nl:ice in or i111111edinlelv oul­~iclr tl1r 1>l:111! In which llt\'Y l':111 retire fot: t'\'Cll 
nnc hrt•nllr of 1·lr:i11 frrsh nir. Tltr 0111~· li1111• lhrv 
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gel nwuy from i11crcdil1ly lic:ivy co11cc11lrnlio11.~ 
of clusl cl11ring working hours h wl1c11 t11ey cal their midworking dar 111eal in the foul :111d di~­ea!:ic-producinl{ "dini11g-roo111" previously clc­
scri!Jed, or when they retire to the a!Jo111innldc 
plncc cnl!ecl n toilet room. 

After his work, .Joseph walks cl0wn lite hill lo 
his ho111c. Some of tlt1~ cf115l he !t·15 inli:ill'cl <luring his working lrours ha.s mixed \\'ilh lite 
111oisl !ieerclions inside hi!! no.5tril.5. This 111i:\t-
111·c !ta.~ hnrdl'ncd, :ind r:tl;cd lite in~idc 11f his 
nose so thickly that he· can hardly brr:1llte 
tl1rougli it. \\'hereupon, he rnnst stick a fmgi:r 
up his nostrills, and di~ out Ilic cakes of h:lnkn. 
cd clust - a process th:1t frequently injures lite 
lining of his nose, start.\ no~clilccding, ;ind opens 
the way widely, or rather, invites i11fcctio11. CJ11 
arrival home in his <lmt-laden clothing, Jo~cph mually finds the hott\e tightly closed a;.:Jin~t 
the storm of du~t oubidc. :'l!ueh clust ha' 11e\·e1·­
thclcss St'<'ped into it, ancl he lltercfore inhalr~ 
ll!Ol'C Of ii. 

Presently, .Josrph is iu c:-.ccll~nt hcallh. Ile 
cough<; very 11111ch 111orc frenqllcnlly llt:i11 docs :111 
l1t•allhy 111a11, hut this docs not bother .hint too 
lllllCh, since he is \llla\\':tl'C Of ifs ~ig11ifica11ce, 
About a .Year ugo, he caught n touch of the "grip­
pe" and becoming ·<darrncd rcpnirecl to the 
<"linic :it Thclforrl :\liill's for x-ray cx:i111in:itio11. 
I le was tolcl th:tt e\'CI') lliing wns i 11 goo1l (lrckr. 
.lo'icph is 111nrriccl; he supports n wife, lti.5 f:ithLT, 
und !tis brother's child. 

Joseph's brother, whom we shall enll Arthur, is 
now 2ti ve:trs old. He ltacl worked "in lite clllsl" 
nt the Quebec AslJl'stos Corporation pl:int for 
:1'>011t n )'car and :t half wl1rn an :1e11te ntl;1ck of "plcllrisy" knockt'd lti111 out. Arter rc~linl{ 
:it home fo1· .SOllll.! lime, lie rel11rncd to l1is work. 
Four more Jllonlhs "in lite dt1\I" w;15 sufficirnt 
lo l<noek hi111 out pcr111a11c11lly, :111d he was sent 
to u sanalorit1111 where he is locl:iy: cliJw1osis, 
"pleurisy", pulmonary disease. Arthur co11glis a 
soo1l deal, :ind nceonlinf.: lo reports, is still hring­
ing up out of his respir:ilory ~y~tcm "le colon". 
Tlte men c:ill aslic.slos fibre "le colon", and 
have learned to rceogni7.c il.s presence in the 
gluli11ot1s massC'~ they .snit out. 1\flel' At lllur's 
trn;.:edy hnd takrn cll•finile form, pul111011:iry Ill· !Jerculosis Jll:111ifeslrd ilscff in his wife; thrrc· 
t11>on, she~ iointtl lii111 a~ i11111~le of lltr .~:tnnfo· riu111. Jo~eph recci\'C'il !tis !Jrolher's rllilll into his home, which l11Q11gli .rnmcwhnt <lu\ty, pro. vi<lc<l ;i roof ove1· ifs he:id. 
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?\o one lw!1li11~ position nf m1thurity in (.\tic- t._ 
bee hns C\'l'I' told Jost'pl\ that inhulntion of :is· 
ht'~l•>s is d:111~crous to his hcnllh. Ile s:1ys fhal 
.~OlllC or Ilic older workers in the J)laat insist 
thnt the 1lnst is nol <lnnuerous, but thnt the 
yonni.:cr workers nrc skeptical nnd tmeasy on 
tllis score. This Joseph is n fine intelligent 
young man; an cl the s:wie muy }Jc snid of hi.~ :.!3 
ro111pa11ions in work. The group docs nol know 
the tl'ulh of th<· cotHlitions hearini:: down upon 
it. Btrt it is beginning to discover it lw.phazarcl-· 
ly hei-c and there. And the most 1irombing sign 
seen throughout the g1·ou1> is the !Jcginning of a 
1let'P :rnd stuhhorn auger - nn emotion vital to 
the prr<>crv:1lion of life, nncl that can lcncl to 
ncco1111ilislt111en!s tltnt nrc soci:illy conslrucli\'C 

i C tlwt nngu· is kept under control. 
Death on the installmcn~ plan :\Ian\' 11n·11 have worlcl'c! us "baggt'l'.~" :mil as 

"plll'rs" in Ibis plant for ns short n period 11s ~ix 
1no11thc;. n yc:ir or lwo. an1l liave then left hc­
c:n1sc they coulll no longer ~!nncl !he dust. It 
Is t'lllin•ly re:isDn:thle lo :t.\su111e llrnl the~c 111en 
wen· physically tl:1111:ige1l lo 11 dn:rec lliat left 
lltt·111 l'Xlraorclinnril.\' suseeptihlc lo infections of 
m:mv ltinds. Few men c11n work und1:r such con. 
dili,;ns for a pcl'ioil of fh'r lo It'll years with· 
out conlracling n11 ashcslosis that will lead lo 
prenwturc clcalh. 

f:et us return to the specific case or .Joseph, 
which exemplific'\ the case of the 23 other mrn. 
Should he continue to work "in tile <lust", for 
:inotlicr two, three or four years, the road nhcad 
for Joseph is filled with tmmeritccl disease, 
misery nnd nhjccl poverty before he finally 
joins his IJrothcr, nlso headed rirecipitous!y for 
the graYc, l\fcdical litcr:1!11re i~ full of such cafes. 
To the JJCrson wlio would q11arrcl wilh this un­
crirnlificd prognosis given here, we might snY 
that the tiny hit of doul>t lhnt exists in It, ns 
rnml in :my prognosis, should be clL~rcgnrclcd: 
the life of an in11oce11t man 1111<1 of his fllmily is 
:it stalcc. 

Dorlors who 1·cft1sc to reconnize 11~bestosi-; 111 
an individual until x-rnys confirm its tircscncc 
nrc in scriot1~ <'l'l'OI', X-1·,1ys do not nlwnvs ~lvc 
n true pirlurc of what hnnpens to the lnd!v1cl11al 
wlto inhales oycr n period of time nir contuinin~ 
.1 hea\'Y proportion of asbestos dust; !hey uo !IOI 
reveal the onset or lite ·<liscasc: nn<I frecrncnllv. 
th<•y t!o not reveal ii.~ progress or even its exist-
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c11n• at an ndv:inccd sla;.:r. /.\lorco\'cl', :ntd 111ost 
importantly, when x-rnrs do confirm the cxbt· 
'-'11cc of the disease in nn individ11:il it is tno l:ite, 
111uch loo lnte, to do him any 1-(0od; !Jy that time, 
his malnrly ha> become incurnhlc nn<l f:1tal. 
There is hut one in\clli,qcnt nppro:ich to the 
proulcm of aslie>to<;is. Jo<>eph \\'ill become 
f:ilally ill H_hc continues to work nntl to live "in 
the dust". Eliminate \he dust from his cnviron-
111t·11t - and this ran he 1!onc - :ind lie will nut 
contr:td this disease. whose complicutcd forms 
arc difficult - often irnpos~iolc -- to recognize 
or to scpnr:ilc one from the other .Uy way of 
x-ray techniques. 

'\"hat has been said in the above p:ir:1gr:ip!i 
:iLout asbestosis is ccrually nnnlica!Jlc to silicosh. 
The rather mixed reactions or the Provi11l'ial 
go\'crnmcnt lo my :irlicle "Ln Silicose" (puLli~lt­
t•il "llclations", l\f:irch HMS) cnnnot he dct:tilctl 
here; hnt one of thrm scn·cs In illu\!ra!c Ilic 
gcncrnl i11<'0111pcl('JH·e of !Iii.~ govcn1111c11! lo deal 
with the vroblcm of occupntioll al ti i <>e.1sc~. A 
new government eornmi>~io11 has Jiccn set 11p lo 
stn<!y the l>l'l;·blrnt Of siJieo~i<.,. :rnd !ll'C\tllll:dJ!V 
of :1s1Jcs!t>si<;. The first nntHlJlllec1J move of this 
Commission wns lo .scncl n prominent doctor i11 
govermncnt employ to London nnd Pat'i-;, where 
<'OllfC'rcnces on occ11p:1tionnl di.<;e:isc<; wer·c 
sclscdulcc!. This is the same 0111 hunk with 
which lite government ha<; met tile- prolr~tnlions 
of the people of En<>t lll'oughton for more tl1an 
four yenrs. Announcr.mcnt of one cxncnsi,·c 
tl'ip nflcr :mother by t;ovcrnmcnt funclio11aries 
to hcrr, there, and everywhere, ::ill naicl fo1· by 
llic pnblic. we need not s:iy. Promises passed 
out galore ])cforc !rip :rnrl a(ter trip, hut ncYcr 
one sillglc effecti\'c ad to eliminate or to ctintrol 
the dust being inhnlrd by these vcoplc. Tile problem :it East lJroughton is ncule, 111111 

<ll'tnands immcrlinte nction, not deluxe \'Oy:igl'S 
lo various disl:rnt noints 1'f the rarth. Th c 
pco1>h' of E:1st Broughton nre riddled by :1sl>l·.~to­
sis, tubrn·trlosis, heart c!iscnsc; the facts in :ill 
their horror nrc avail:iblc, nnd the government \

. knows llli~. Ample and nuthorilntivc 111cdic:1! 
nnd l'nginct•ring liternlurc on !he subject of in-/ 
hnl:ition of nslwstos dust has been in the J)O~~l'~'i­
ion of tile go\·crn111cnt for years, 01· h:1c; l>rcn 

(/~ 1·11~ily nv11il:ililc lo it. Thrnu;::hont lid<; lil(•rnture 
\ · I here runs !he ineseapa!Jle rdr:iin: Ille rc!>ulting 
' disc:isc is incurnhlC' nnd fat:il; it t.1l;rs m:my 

forms, some of which nrc f:imilinr :rnd others 
not; it is n tlisen.~c tltnt cnn he prevcntetl b;• ron-
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ll·ollinl! M uy eliminating the dust In the.work. L·rs' e11viro11mc11t; mcnns so to do exist, n111! cnn he applied. These few facts indicate the ne­cessary nnd immediate steps to t:1kc to solve 
the prnblcm at hand. Any knowledge nequircd 
rcgnrcling the refinements of the disease ut these 
London nnu Paris conferences is ·an embellish-111cnt thnl mi~lit well wnlt until after the ohvions 
i.ll·ps have !Jcl!n taken. 

For mennwhilc, Joseph is trudging u1> the hill to the plant, where the fitnre of l>e:ith meets him 
tlaily lo make n pnymcnt of n few uollnrs upon 
his life, which it contr:1cte1l fo1· - somcwh;it 
:ilonf.( the lines of :m installment nlan - when 
he fir~t Wl"nl to work there. This yo1111g man 
ls even now running short of lhc commodity he 
is exchanging; \•cry soon he will nm out of it n llo~ctl1 er. 

Why are not Joseph, the "baggers" and the "pilers" employees of the Quebec Asbestos 
Corporation? 

I shall not nltempl to answer !he nbovc ques­tion. But I con tell the precise effects this extra­ordinary arrangement has upon the fortunes of 
Joseph ::mu of his 23 companions, upon the Que­bec Asbestos Corporation, and upon the provin­cial J(Ovcrnment. 

Joseph. and that is lo sny here the "bag­gers" a!ld "pilers", arc employees of Lucien Na­deau. 
Lucien Nade:iu is a former employee of the 

Quebec Asbestos Corporation. Ile worked in the T'l:mt for some 20 ycnrs, and then became in· c:ipacitnlcd for work. It is generally t11Hlcrslood 
f among the villn~crs that f\Ir. Nadeau is afflicted 

.' hy "silicosis". (Throughout tlic asbestos re~ion Ilic wonl "nshc.~losis" seems taboo. The illness the men contract ia the mines and plants is in­<liscrimi!1nlcly called l111Jcrrt1losis or heart !rn1t­hlc or silico~is: 111cn!ion or nny word tying up 
tile illness to nsbcstos being grncrnlly :ivoiclcd. 
Snrh C\'asion serves lo keep tile wodrn1cn n1ul thdr f:unilirs in line, since iL nllavs wha!cvrr 
fear !Jicy lllrtV have rer.wrding lhe danger Of ill· 
lrnlntion (If ns!Jestos dust.) 

After he hacl h""n ,,,., nr •· '. 

1· 

Quebec Asbestos Corporation. And there 1111 ar­rnngcmcnt w11.~ concluded whereby the Company set him up in business as n "contr:ictor". Jn his 
cntrncily ns "contractot"'. ::\fr. Nadc~u ngrccd !t') 
bag nil the ashcslos fibre nroduccd in the J)hnt, 
nncl to set the bags :isi1le for shipment. The <:omp:rny l1grec!I lo nny him :i smnll comn1i~sion f01· each h:i~ of fibre nrcpnrC'1l for shinm<'nl -an nrr:ingcmcnt thnt J)ermitlerl him In collect n 

µood day's nay for himself, But :\Ir. Nndc.iu kHl no 111oncv lo 1rnv Ilic men 11crc~.>:1ry to ~cl lite 
work doi1c. Whereupon, Ilic Comna11y agrccil lo give l\!r. Nadeau n check nt Ilic rnd of cach 
lwn weeks <lurini.! the !illlc in which !hr cnntr:ict 
wa:o; in force - !lie size of the check to clcpcnd unon Ilic 1111101111l he wo11l1l nc<'<I lo rnv !lie 
"hng~rrs" :mcl "nilrn" at rm-rent rntcs. nl11~ his own commission. Tl111s nl the end of c:ich two week ncriorl ~incc l\!r. N:-idf'att has !Jerome a "contrnclor". he 11:i.'i rrcrivf'cl n check from !he Compnny. He turns this check lnlo n1011ev, and nays his men in cash. the amount left over hl'!inR his own rcm1111rrnfio11. i\fr. Nnrlcau !l1rrdor~ is not nclunlly :rn independent husiness rnan, sinre he i<; fin:inccd fhrouf.{hout hi.;; career :is ·~con­fr:ictor" hy the Comnnnv. Jn other word~. this sct-11p from which Lucien Nadeau cmer!{cs ns n "contrnc!or" is n fake. Uni Ilic men who work for him arc legally his employers. The nrofit J\fr. Nn1lea11 rollrcls :is "ronlractor" is suffic-icnf lo sunnort ltirnsrlf a1Hl famil\·. nncJ no more. Therefore, he is unable lo nrol'iilo llis cnrnloyccs with lhC' nrofcc!lon lie lnll'if. if he wishes to a\'oid serious clrnrgcs of criminnl neg· ligencc. f\Iorcovcr, he knows rclath·cly nothing :tbOllf tJie dangers Of inJi:iJalion or :l~!JC.\fO~ d11~I; he knows relatively nothin~ nhout the dnic·ps which co11lfl climinnlc or control !his deadly clust heing inhaled hy his enmloyee~: :ind if he did Ji:-iye such lrnowlcdgc. he docs not 11:1\'e n nickel to pay for their cost of purc11nse :me! in· 

stallation. 

Enter Mr. E. E. Spofford who was up to a few months ago general manager of tfi,.. ().,t"'IJ.."_ ~ • 
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M. Hugh O'DONNELL, K.C. 

• po,,tion. l\fr. ,O'• 
Donnell, son - 1n -
t..w to tho Primo 
Minister of C.1nJ• 
d:>, Mr. Louis St. 
L.1urent, acted as 
lcg.11 counsel lo 
the "TI m m i n s 
group" implicated 
in tho "silicosis 
Jff.iirc". The so­
c.1llcd "rectifica­
tion" of my ;ir!icle 
"L.1 Silicose, de St. 
Reinl d'Amherst a 
l'Ung.w;i" by "Re­
lations", and tho 
subsequent refus;il 
of "Rcf;itions" to 
pri<11 t any reply by 
mo to cled;it;itions 
mJdo either publi­
cly or privJfely by 
the " T I m m i n s 
group'', wero 
brour,ltt ;ibout pcr-
h.1ps chiefly by Mr. O'Donnell, whoso brilliance and abi­lity h:ivo been well-known to tho C;inadlan lc~al pro­fession for some years. 

Occupational dis!!ascs in the United States. 
Tile next fac.:tor or imporl:111cc re the ~t;1tus or these men should !Jc introducc<l by way u{ n p:ira~rnph on the histor·y of occu1J:-ition:1! tlis­asc in the United States. The sul!jcct or da1Jgl·r­crns trndc<> has occupied tile clo~e nllention of Ilic Arncric:in people for n101·c titan ·JU years. ,\n<I while worki111-: conditions here allll l11ere in the U.S. arc far fro1J1 itlcal, YC't'Y great prngr ns lt:is licc11 111:i1le in solving the prolilclll. Tlti<> ill•· sirnhlc remit hns been :1chievctl in very large part Jiccausc wu!'lrn1e11 have exercised t11cir rights to )iring da111ngc suits ngain\t nn e111ployer who m:iilllaincll unhcnl!l1y working co11t!itio11s in his place of business. Such :in e111ployer found hi!Jlself bdng suc<l in Culll l ]Jy one or l\\'O 01' ns !Jl:tllY :1s JO, 15, 23 01" llJOl'C of hi~ C'lll· pfoyees ·:lllcl their fa111ilic.>. each or tl1e111 el:1i111-i11g :rnywltcre from $15,000 lo $~G.OOO nnd !llOrc In innt1111cralilc cnsc-;, suclt suits wrrc deciclc!i i 11 f:1vor of the employee<:, socict v 111e:rnwliilc sf:mding l>y :111d encouraging <;t1d1 ;1clion l>y Ilic t•111ploycc.~ •. ~incc il was rccog11izccl Jiy pr:1clic:illv 1•\•e1·yonc 111:11 f1erc w:1,<; nclion !Ital Jiendilcd society ·a<; n whole, ns well no; lite inlcrco;led parfics. Tile crnployer got out of the JllC'>'> lie krd t•rrull«I a> hr.~! lie roulll - a \'1•ry ex1JL•11sive ex-pel'i('JJC'C in 111:111y cnsr>. lie :tl~o 111ad·~ :111 :1l-ft•111pt low:rrcl cli111inalion of tl1c workin" t·on-

On occn>ions in the p:rst, Joseph and liis dilions lhal hnll !Jrought di>n">lcr upnn l17s c111-
fellow-\vorlccrs have co1111ilainetl :tl){)llt working ployccs, so :1s io avoid rnorc suito; in tlic f11!11re. 
co11dilio11s lo l\!r._ !)paffor11. Joseph tells me that .\nrl ii' ht• did 110! lta1•c St'nsc enough lo take this 

_ on these occnsions, l\lr. Spnfforcl h:is replied ~trp of hi.~ own nrcord. the i11\11rnncc co11111:111y 
"Yoll rlo not work for the ()uehec Ashcslus Cor- that h:1nrllrd his lrn~incss nrudded ltirn into it 
por:ilion'', or "I don't know you", 01· "I 11:1\'c in no 11nccrt:tin rnnnnrr. News of such dc\'ci•))J· 

CL--­

' 

nothing- lo do with you". l\fr. Sp:iffor11's legal !llenh sprcucl r:ipidl:v among intlllstri:ilists :ind 
1>0-;ition is unimpcacliuhle. But one clay so111c- 111.\11rnne!.' ro111p:iny offiei:ils, rn:rnr of whn1J1 '! 

tirnc :1go, Joseph, having finislted hi~ clay's wo1·k, \'ol11nlaril:v look steps lo clirnin:ite in !ILC'il' O\\'!J j; 
w:ilked to :1110 11 11•1· part of .the pl:mt, 111cn[1\\'l!ile ~ pJ:1c!.'s of Jrnsinc~s condition~ tl1:1! might !iring I' 
JHrlling' n dgar!.'Llc 011! of l11s poeket an<I l1ghl1ng dan1:1g-c suits down upon them. As r!.'sult, '\'nrk-
il. It is forhidden to smoke in this JJ!ant. l\lr. in~ co11clitio11s in1111cnscly imorn1·cd thmu!.;l10ut '. 

Sp:1fforrl, coming nlong nt Ilic 1110111cnt, saw the ro11ntry. and an incalcul:1!Jle :rn1ou11t of dis- : 
Jo<;eph smoking-nu incident that Jell promptly • rnse :rn<I r<lnc;equcnt lr:igedy nvcrterl. It i~ enlirr- r 
lo Joseph hcing fired from his job. After Joseph • !Y snfe lo S<l:I' lh:il nil Amcric:m employers a11<l . 

hail rcpnirell to tllc Company oCfic-es three or 1 ns11r:rncc romp:rnics of :i11y consequence have •· 

four times, l\Ir. Spaffor·,!] finnlly tol<l him he conlcl been for now mnny :vcnr.~ co111plct<.'ly infnrmcrl 1~ 
go Jinck to work. AnrJ so npparen!ly, }.Jr. Sp:1f· 11hout tlte.~e mnll('rs. 

r 

· · fonl hns the oowcr to hring about lite summ:iry 
• f. 

i I dismissal of these men, or ~o hire them, nl- Nullification of common low in Quebec. ; 

I though they arc not legally lus c111ploy~es. 

I 

, ' Nntur:illy, the men ·tlo not vress thc~r co~u- , The nr,rnngment hclwecn the Quebec ,\<>br\fos " 

'I plaints 11pon !heir JPg:rl cnmloycr, Lur1cn Nu- C.orpornt1on :md Lucien Naclcnu de~poils the ~ 

1 ilt'atr. Ht• is as lit•lplcss :is llH'Y :ire. "bnggcrs" nncl "pilers" of the rii;ltt which Amer- I 

I ~ 
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••• 1;;cruus occ11pulio11s have excrclsetl ..c!i sal11tarY effects: In other words, t!1c 11 rc 1\s!Jc~tos Corporation hns been, nnd is, 11 1 11 ; 0 ~1 cornpklcly prolccl_c<~ .hY wny of lliis ar­r:t1t/,'cllle111 from tile poss11J1llly of dumnr,:e sllils liy 1l1c 111cn who lrnvc prcp:ired, or who urc now r>1·cp;11·inu. nslJc~to.~ filJJ'c for shi111nenl out of its plan!. Aud let 11s remember that these :ire tl1c men who perform tile dustiest ml.LI most clungcr­mrs work in the plan!. 
There arc many men in this category at Enst Broughlon who hnvc lcgitinwtc elnims in com­mon I:1w fo1· irrep:1raulc dnmngc conimittcll upoa lhem, and conditions in the plant arc such that their numhe1· will be substnntinlly augmented in the not distant future. ~orne of these men have :tlready clied, thrir rights to bring suit for dnm· :1ue hn\·ing dcvolvccl upon their families. Uut, r\'en if :rny of tltesr. pr:icticnlly ncnniless proplc lind the 111oncy lo pay for legal services, it is 1!011btrul lhnt . nny lawyer would Lindcrtakc to )Jring <lama;:;c suit on their bclwlf. 

To illustrnlc the nbovc: Jct us use the c:ise o! Josc1>h ng:ii11. Let us assume th:1t sometime in lhe next fire ycnrs, or for ~ood measure, the next ten ycnrs, Joseph becomes inc:apacit:itcu for work and fntnlly ill, as he surely will if he con­tinues to inhale asbe~tos dmt in the rr11nntity 

l 

. 
~-. 

t•acli and all of Ids "e111ploycr.\", lh:il is I•> ~:iy, a m1111her of praclic:tlly penniless 111c11. Furtltcr­lllOrc, the mrn set-up as "employers" by the Onc­hcc A~lir.~los Corporation arc 11rnnlly 11111clt oldt:r llian lllc "l1:1ggt"rs'' :uJCI "pilers"; \'l'l'Y often llr.'Y 11re men who, like J.11cie11 Nacleau, l1avc l1rco1ne incnpaci t:1fe<l for wor·k. One such "c111ploycr'' is even now srriously ill at East Brou:.:h!on. Tltus one or rnol"e of .Joseph'.~ "emplorcrs" rnny quite prouaLly !Jc cle;HI hy the filllc Joseph hcc•>nics ill enough lo .\lie for rl:1111:1gc. To snr Ilic lc:i~t. it is vc1·r c!iffic11lt to rnnkc good n clnint for <lamn:.:c auai11.\I a dead m:111, since the Court lllt1st hrnr the other side of the story bdorc it C<tn pronounce j11dg111cnt. 
One 111igl1t say tlr:il .lo.\epli coulcl, c111 !Jeco111ing ill, s11e the Ot1eher. A~hcslo> C:Mporation :111d tile w!10!e lot of his "clllploycrs", :ill nt one :mcl Ilic ~r1111e lime. This is a prosprct !haf wo11lc! 111:ilce 11lmo~t any lawyer fain! oulrig-hL lle•;iwnsilJility for :mv clnmngc th:1t mny rome lo Jo~eph Crom inha!ntion of asbr~los dmt ltns !Jcrn so clisnersecl thnt he wonlcl hnvc pr:iclically 110 chance :1t all of eollecting even a penny by way of C1rnrls of Lnw drsign co lo prolrct basic lrnman ri.!:h t~. 

Conclusions he hns licen inhaling these Inst four Ycnrs. Should T<> str 111 ltf> 'flie 1 . 1 C' l I l 
11 

J I ·' · 1 l I · ·' 't · (' t · · 1 r rn 1g men s >e wec•n 1c 

osep 1 uec1c e o >rlllf! uamaI:c Slll 111 .our , Qnrh<"c Asbestos Cori>ol'nt' d · l " t t 

when he becomes ill, he must sue his legal em- · .. . · · ' • !0 " 1111 sue l con r~c • 

player, Lucien Nadeau. But if he should win his ~~~ul~". Lucien Nadeau hnng ·about the follow mg 
case against !llr. Nndcau, he cannot co!IP.ct the · ~ · • 
$15,000 to $25,000 :ind more usually aw:ml1!d hy 1) fhc Company sn.vrs money by throwing 

the-Courts in such cnses in the U.S., since 1[r. ,,hi: bu,;den or. protcd111g Ille "bngi.:ers" anll 

Na1le:i11 docs not have the money to pay even pllen from rnhalnlion of nsbesto~ dust upon 

a small part of snr.h sums, little enough in ex- n number of dtm1111y "cmJJloycrs", none 0f wl10111 
change for life or henlth. One might sny that cnn ass11mc thnt burrlen. 
Joseph could tlicn institute suit for rl<llll:tgc I 2) Tlic Company is nlmost completely nrofcct-

again.st lhc Quebec A~hestos Corporation, seek- !-'<! frnlll clarnagc suit.<: which these men might 

ing thereby to cstahlish joint rcsJlOnsihilily of !llsl1t11lc i!1 Court ng:tin.sl ii, lhi~ nspect of the 

the Comrrnny. But Joseph's legal problem will 1ss1!e hnv111J{ bccomr rnt:rnglrd in Jcg:ililir.~ 

he infinitely more complicntecl than that. wl11d1, if not in~u1·mountnhle, wonl1l rcqnirr 
Lucien Nailcau hu.~ been nn "employer" for • m:rnr yenr·:~ of. cosli)' li.tigalion lo clise11t:111glr. 

onlv n short time. As n "lrnggcr" nt the (lucbec 3) The rnnl1c11nl1le r1glil lo nrotcclion which 

Asl;cslos Corrrnrnllon 1>lnnt, Joseph hns nlrcady !'!!ell nf lhC'~l' "1.i:iggt'r.~" :111.c! "Jlilers" pn~-;e~~r~ 

I 

·1 

workec! for thrrc such "employers", nnu hcforc 111 common la.w is urossly \'JOl:1ll'd :incl nullificcl 

he becomes ill he will nrobnblv work for two ot rvcry step Ill the game. 
, 

or three more such. Therefore, legal resnon<;i- :1) These 111e11 an• ro111plclrlr hrlple\~, nncl :

1
' 

bility for nny dnnrn~e incurred by Joseph will·· llus tlirongh 110 fault of thrir own. 
rest upon Lucien Naclcnu :incl four, five 01· six 5) 'Vorthy·, 1·csuectablc nnll meriloriou~ rnc·n , 

'i other such "cmployc~s". To pre.sent his clnim such 11s J~u~ien N:iclr:iu nrc ~r~r•I n.~ unwitting I I for damage to n Com!, Joseph will need to .SllC tools to visit nlrnse upon their fellow-workers. ~ " 
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Another group of men who work in the plant 

operated by the Quebec Asbestos Corporation, · 
but who ore not employed by the company. 

.This group of eight men known ns "loatlers"
0 

1work for .n spccinl clummy emJJloyer set up by 
the Company. Their job is lo hnncllc the bngs 
fillr1I with :u,beslos fibre from the time they leave 
the IJ:1ggi11~ room up to lhc time they lrnvc licen 
Jo:1dc<I on frrigltl c·nrs. This is strenuous work, 
:111d 11111~1 IJr cl:lssific•d :is n111011g lhc mos! danger· 
rn1-; in the plant. These men nrc not 1irovidcrl 
with mnsks or other protl'ction ng:dn~t the dust, 
and - hul there is 110 point in telling the dismal 
!.Lory again. \\'hnt has been written here nbout 
'"bagger~" nnd "pilers'' applies equally tn the 
"loadL·1·s". 

• 

-"'-

I. 

-V-

EAST BROUGHTON, 
A SEM'l~OLOSED TOWN 

The pattern of rule that h:>is prevailed nt Ensl 
Broughton wns set some twcnlv five yc:1rs n~o 
by Ilic gcnrrnl mnn:1gcr of the Qnehrc Asbestos 
Corporation, :\!r. E. E. Spnfforcl. At thnt time, 
none of the \'ilbgers Jiad the slightest inldin~ llwt 
tJc.e dense cloucls of :isbcstos clnst that rollccl down 
upon the vill::igc were tlnngerous to their health. 
Jlul this dust wns nn cnc1·vnli11g 1111is.111cr, a11d it 
dirlil'cl their homes, insi(k nnd oulsicle. 

A worthy citizen of the villn~e. n :\fr. Eleuthcre 
c;ro!enn, hnd lrnilt upon his proprrty n small 
Luilclinf{ in which lie preparer\ m:iplc syrnn :rntl 
rnnplc sngnr for m;irkrt. He nn(I his frimily dc­
penclcc\ in part on this smnll hmincss for liveli­
hoocl. But no rnnller how tightly close(! he kept 
the windows and c\oors, nshestos clnst siflctl into 
thr lniildi11g, f!o! inlo his .... ~Tllll :111rl spoi!t•cl brgc 
h:tlcht's of il. i\flt'I' !!tis n11isa1H't' hacl ;.:onl' on f111· 
some lime, 7\Ir. (irolr:111 n1111ounrccl lhnl if it were 
nol stoppccl, he woulcl hring rln111;1g(' s11it :igninst 
!ht• Company. tli.., deC"lurnlion 1'prl':1d lhrou;.:!1<1111 
lhc vill:i.!.(t', and ht•t·amr known In 1111· n1:111:1~r­
menl of the Comp:rny. '\'hereupon, mine :ttHI 
plant ct'nM:cl oncrntions ahrunllv. And through­
out !he ranks of !he vilhgers lltC'1:r sprl'acl 111~·!.fr:r· 
iou~ly, or othrrwisc, lht• n1111or ll1:1t 111i11c a11cl 
nl:111t woultl not hr rcopencrl until :\Ir. c;rnlr:111 
h:11! renot1l1C'C'rl his inlrnlion lo !iring ~uil. Tl1t' 
situation held there for n fe,,· cl:t\'S, :11111 11nlil ;i 

\:ir:;:c number of the workers thro.wn out 0f their 
iohs go! together an<l rtPJ>crirrd :is n t:rn1111 lidore 
;\Ir. Grolcau's 1loor, clcmrincling lh:1! hr witl1rlr:1w 
hi.~ complninl. Under !his kind or prc~surc, :\Ir. 
Grokritt neccdccl to their 1km:111d. Thcnupon, 
mine anrl pl:inl reopened, the 111en went h:iclc to 
work, :i11d ;\fr, Grolc:it1 continuecl to pocket his 
iosM'.~ ns l11·st he roulcl. 
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Tlii~ opl·rit•111·c h:1s had 111i important and last­ing l'ffrrl 11po!1.thc psychology '?f th~ \\•9rkcrs ;11111 lhcir fan11IH•s. 1'hcy ha\•e since 11vctl in pa­ral\'7.ill~ fear of losing tllcit· work. So swift and ~o 'drci.~ive w:1s Jhc Company's action that it has 11t•\'1·r fo1111<1 ii 11t·cc·ss;11·y :1<'lllally lo clo<>c mine and pl:111l :tgai11 in ordl'r to im1iose ifs will upon J/Je people of East Uroughton. I\cports that the Co111pa11\' would c.-lo~t· its mine :111tl plant l1avc Jicr11 sufficient lo s111othc1· nl hirtb any idea con­tc111platc1l hy the workers to bctlcr thci1· concli­lions. Through fc:tr inspirc·ll by such reports, the Company has hecn nblc to rule the town :ibso­Jutely insof:tr ns its own interests have been con­rernrcl. 

! '\ The mo~t nm:izing fc:i!urc of this situation is : lh:it no political lc:idc1· of any description has \ e\•er told the people of East Broughton the follow­i ing indisput:1hlt• f:icls: Tliis 011<'llec Ashcstos Cor­• puration is ownc!d hy the PIIilin Carey l\!fg. Co. 

l
' lwliieh, to c:irry nn its vnst Jrnsin·ess in the U.S. anti l.:in:icl:i. i~ absolutely cJ.cpcntlcnt npon thens­!Jcstos produce cl in East Brotighton. Without that :1sbeslos, this Philip C:ircy ;Ufg. Co. - assets now '27 millions tloll:i1·s--could not h:ivc continued to· pile till the ,•cry large vcndy JJrofits it h:is in tire 

I 
n:isl; it conic! not even li:wc bought the :isbcstos it nrccled from other producers in Quebec or any­where else, and ~1t the ·s:1me lime havc held ifs l position against competitors lo its products. There 1 l1as r.1cvcr existed the slightest possibility cluring •the trmc 1mclcr review that Ilic Quebec Asllcstos Corporation would closc its mine :ind plant for more llrnn a \'cry short time inclcccl. This sittr:ilion pl'e\•:tils forl:iy. Asbestos fi'lwc , ·is U1c life blood of the Philio C:ircy Co. Any l 

1
• thrc:1t to C'losc i!s min·c and plant is :i hluff, pure \ \ und simple. For the carTying out of that thre:it, l :111cl holding lo it for more than a short time · mr:ins the colJ::ipsc of the Philio Carey Co. TJJC• nciglillorhourl of E:ist Broughton is extremely i \rich in still unexploitc-cl re~cnrs of this valu:ihlc rnincr:il in im mr nse deman rl. An cl there is not 

I
/ tht• ~lighll'sl pm~ibilily th:1t cxploit;1lion of this 

I 
•011rr·(• of tn•1nP1Hlo11s wealth will hc lwlle1l b~,. the Compnny itself for mor.c than n month or 1 wo :1 t mosJ. 

Thc·re may he a tcnclenc:v on the p:irt of ::i few readers to 1ll:i111e the Jll'01>lc of East nro11ghton, since it is c.-Icnr that simple clelcrminc-cl action on !heir nnrl eo11ld in a \'cry sliort lime h;i.ve brought lhis Quebec i\-;l.Jcslos-Philip C:ircy com­hinc under control. nut, no one has told these proplc the facl'i nrcr.s.snry for them to know be-
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fo1·c tht•y can l:dcc lntdll;:cnt :1dion. ~t:w .... p;1pcrs, /Jool•s ancl Ji!Jr:iric<> in wliiclt they could Icnrn the facts li:t\'e not !Jecn av;iil:ihle to them. These 111cn ll:1\'C l:irgc farnilirs lo s11pporf, :ind the one rc•:ilily they 1<11ow well i'i llrC' 'Pedrc of 11e:1r-fa!l1-i11c tlrnl li:is 11ppc:1rc1l on Ilic lliresho!d of so 111:111y (Juehcc ho111l's during tlil' J:i\t r.;('ncr:itions. The parnphcn:ilia of clclllocr:icy - elections, re. prl'se11!:1tio11 in the Quebec Le;jisl:ittu·c rnd in lhe <:an:idian Padi:imcnt - h:1s 111lerly failed them, :mcl this through no f:tull of llir:ir own or of d<:lll· ocracy. Under these circ11111~lnnce<;, they :tloJJc could not Ile c.xpcctc1I lo soh·e the social problem created at East IJroughton !Jy !he Quebec Asbes­tos-Philip-Carey comhine. 

Harbinger of revolt ( ?J 
Tile :inalornv of rcvolt1lio11 since Liie beginning of lirllc has been the object of m:inr scientific £tu<lics. and one of the primary conclusions th:it has c111c1·gecJ ic; th:it women nrc usually at the bot­tom of revolution. Since rc\'olutions arc :ilniosl invariably the re.mil of :i!Jusc that threatens or de~lroyJ; lhc lives of the abused, it n111<>t !Jc cxp.~ct­e1I llrat wotnl·n will pl:iy lJy far the 1110~1 1iro11li­nent rolc_in inspiring them. For it is the pccu­lin1· function of women to c:irry new lire ancl to protect existing life. Their prrncipal drives :ire l'entercd upon that function. The women of Eac;t Broughton run true to form. Xonc of these people uf E:1~t Broughton arc complctC'ly infonn­cd regarding lhe dnmage cau,ed clirl'clly :incl indirectly by asbestos dmt. U11t they suspect !hat grave damage to life is hein!.! llrottght about ·lJy lhe dust, :tnd !he won1cn have l.Jee11 much more outspoken about this th:in have the rncn. The sus­pir.iolls of the womcn were sufficient to J1ri11g :iboul what must he termc1I r;i.clic:il ::iction indcccl, t•onsidcring tlJ.c custollls :ind rnore> of Quebec. 

TJ1ere w:is great excitement in E:ist Dro11~hton on the day of :'ll:iy 7th, 1015. The ~ft1n1cip:il Council w:is schedulccl to J1olcl its monthlv meet­ing that evening. These meeting> arc opcri to the puhlic, but so for no wom:in or women in a group h:id been known lo attend them ::it E:1st Liroughton. Early ,Oil tlie lllOrning of th:1t c.l.1}', three or four women circublcd srp:ir::ilrly in! tl1rir immediate nei~ldrnrl!ooil, J;nockcd :ii doors,• nnrl urged the woman of thr 1!011.~c lo :illc11d the · ~lunicip:il Council meeting, :ind drm:ind that ac- / llon be t:ikcn to put .in rncl lo the nicn.1cc of ::is-, bcstos dust ot East Brou:;ltto11. I 
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{ In nrt ho111· or lwo, lior.cns of women were like­; wi.sc eirculalin.it lhroughoul lhc village, cacJ1 bent ; 011 gn!hcrin·g recrttils, :ind the mo1·c111ent assume<! 
1' Ille spo11!:111eily nJwnys present in revolution. \\'ore! of the 111orr111e11l n:1clicr! lhc cars of lhc ; ~l::iyor, wlio, according to !'<'port, was displeas'cd · and set up a cottntcr-11iovc111c11t. A very few 
1 women were persuaded to circnlnte the viJl;ir,e, • and 1wgt~ other women no! to nltend the meeting. I And ;ill lhrouglt !he day movement hatlkd against connter-moyemcnt, while the town was as filled hy rumors nnd arguments as it was by asbestos dusl. 

Thnl eYcning, :tlJotrt scvl·nly-fivc women march· r.d into tllL' .i\[unicipal Conncil Ch:11nl1er, and look lhdr places in ii • .i\lost o( tl1e wives of lhl! work­r1·s were absent, because of fo:ir their ln1slrnnd~ would loose Llleir jol>.s; but Ille women wlio did al!t'nd were secure in Ilic know!C'dge th:1t their ;rdion met with the approval of the overwhelm­ing number of workers' wives. The Council w:1s C'nlled to order hv the l\Iayor, all the Counsellors 1 heing present. All of thrse men were greatly sur­pl'ist•d hy these 111a~~ appearance of wo111en, anrl _ ,;01111• of them resr11tt·d wlwt they consitlered an i11tru~ion. One after a11olher, tci1 or twelve wo­i1n·11 go! up on their feet :ind addrcssc,f the C:oun­ril i11 110 11nN·rlain terms, and acconling to all acC'ounts, they spoke well. Proceedings thrnugh­out ,wnc orderly, bul deh:ilc waxed -;pirltedly :1111! Yoices rose high. Late in the meeting, one of the Counsellors i111.roducrd a resolution calling upon !he Ouchcc Asbestos Corporation to :unclio­,.ale tl1e dust conditions caused hy it. The r·eso­lution was :ippro\'ctl h.\' the rn:ijorlty of the Coun­:..dlors, :incl eopics were sent to each of the fol­luwing: the Quebec A:..·hcstos Corporation; the l'hilirJ Carey ,\lfg. Co., !he provincinl llcpartment of lle:dth, :111d the County llurean of Hygiene. Aflrr which everyone went home, all agreeing that tile resolution would not have been .approved if the women had not been present to push it through. 
A d:iy or so :iflenvards, the i\!ayor of East Broughton cvidenlly vbil<·tl Ille offices of l\!r. Sn::ifforcl. On returning fron1 the interview, lie npo1·tcd (in the hearing of 11 n11111!Jer of wit-11Ps\e.sl that Mr . .Sp;1fforcl had s:iitl c.\~enti:1ll\' the f<>llowi1111: "!Jo these people forget wh::il 'hap­pened \\'hen Eleuthcre c;roJc.111 proteslccl :igainsl dust eo11dilio11s?" which was lo .say, "wilhdrnw lhe re\1il11tio11 or I close rnine and pbnl"'. Few in E:i.~t Broughlon had not heard !he warning by ni~hlfnll. 
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011 ~f:ly 21st, lhc :\Iiinidp:1l Council rceci1·ccl :1 lcll(T from :Ill', .Spnfforcl. a~lting wli;1L proporlion of !he nopul:ilion was compl:iining about lhc dust. 
1\nd on :\[ny 2·ltli, the ;\funiC'ipal Council rcceh·· <·d :in ulti111atu111 from Mr. Sp:1ffo1·d Iha! was pcn­er:illv tnkt'n lo llll':111 lh:it !he 111i11e anrl pl;rnl \\'oufd hi' dosed, if the rcsolulions W!'rc not Willi· drawn. So far as can !Jc lc-arned, Ille' ;\lunicip:d Co1111C'i! did not reply offici:illy to .:\f1· • .Sp:1ffnrd':\ Idler.~. 

At the next meeting of the Council, women :igain lll:JIThcd into the Co1111cil Cha1111Jt•r. They uumlJcretl about tl1ir!y, rlisconra~emenl and fc:ir hnving taken its toll. 13ut this tinir, the women were lnily angry, and much more excitement re­sulted. They were asker! to wait; nnd lhc :\l:iyor tllrcalcned to resign if worncn continued to nt­lcmJ Co11ncil meetings. E1·cryone went home 1-:ood and 111acl. Ilut as time ·went 011, fewer :ind fewer wo111c11 ottcn<kd the meetings. and the whole lllO\'rn1e11t prtcrecl u11f, this llcing helped ::long hy the phntcd 1'1111101· to !he effect that !he Company could not afford lo in~t:ill dtJst elimin­:!ling clevil'rs, since u.sl>estos deposits were prac­lically e:\li:i11sled, and that the mine could only be nperated for anothrr ycnr or two at most. The resolution was eventually liurriccl "'ithout benefit of public ceremony . 
It wonld be a serious mistake to dismiss this rrC'lion lnl(Cn by Ilic womc11 of East D1·oughton as a lrfri:il l'illage incident of 110 conrern lo the re­mainder of the nrovinc.e. Tl1is is !he way 1·iolcnt re\·ol11tio11 )Jegins. That the spo11f;1neo1'1s movc­n1e11l i11iti:ilcd hy 11!1·.~e women petered out is :ilmo.\t customary in early stages of rcYolution. To rite hut one example: !he 'yome11 of Fr:ince J1arl hcen sel !Jack a 1111111!Jr1· of lilllcs licforc they inspired thek men to tear down !he lfa~ti!Je stone li.Y stone, and then set into motion "Jes sans-cu­lottes". 

' -IC conditions :ire allowed lo go on ns they nre, tlrese women of E:ist llro11ghton will recover from thdr HI-hack. ancl will not lie dcniccl. 

• 
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-VI-

PROOF OF Cbl-APANY AND 
PROVINCIAL GOVERN·MENT 

RESPONSI Bl'LITY 

I cannot tell exactly how many years the Que­
l1cc Asbestos-Philip Cnrcy combine nnd the pro­
vincial government have knc,wn the essential 
facts rcg:1rtli11g the situation at East llroughton. 
Jf Ly a11y chance, they shonlcl claim they have not 
known these facts for many years, they arc mere­
ly supplying us willi cvidl'nec of i11co111pctc11"c so 
grave that the one should be deprived of its li­
cense to cnrry on business in Quebec, nnd the 
other of its office. 

_ Fortunately, I Jiave in hand iITcfutable docu­
mentary evidence tlrnt Company officials, and 
tirovind:il government offie1nl'l, whether Union 
:\ntionalc or Liberal, were fully informed rcgard-
111~ conditions in East Broughton for mo1'e than 
these last four yea·rs. I3egin11111g l!JH nnd conti-
11uirig lo this Inst summer, citizens of East 
llrou·ghton, individuals or groups of ten to eighty, 
have literally hombardecl the Company and the 
l'rovi11 ci nl governmcn t with com plaints rcganl­
i ng ashc~tos dust at large in villngc, mine and 
plant. These complaints were formally answered 
J;y evasions of many kinds~ and by promises that 
dust ronilitions woul<l he moclifiecl. But all dur­
ing this tiinc and up lo lhe writing or this urticle, 
never one concrete and JJl':tctical act designed to 
put an encl lo ev-cn n part of the whole abuse tics· 
1,;rihcd in this article. On the other hnnd, open 
anti outright acts of terrorization have hccn visi­
ted upon these people of East Broughton: witness 
lhc section "Ilarhingcr of Hcvolt ( 1)" in this 
nrlicle. 

Jn l!JH, l!H!i nncl HHG, complninls rna<lc .by cit­
h~cns of East llrnughlon were nnswcrcd formally 
in the name of the government chiefly hy way of 
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lc!!ers sif!nrd by llr. F .• J. To1:n1ni.:t·:n1. di! l l !11-
of tile Division of !11clusL1·i:1l Ilygicnc, ~Iini\lrr n: 
Puhlic \\'clf:1rc :ind llc:dth. Evn>inn, and •1r,J­
nlis('S of hcltcrment piled up one 11po11 :1:ill!\1.-r, 
so11H? tt•n 111· 1110n• ldlt·1·s filled with w:1.·l :or\· 
gl'11en1lly kno\\'n in 011t'licc a~ "chinoiwrin", :11. 
tliongh it Sl'l'lll~ a nity lo associate such bch:ivi•_)11r 
with the dist:rnl Chinese people about wh'>m \\'~ 
know rcl:1livcly Jillie. 

On August lnt, HJ 15. Dr. Jc:1n Gregoire, So::1-
:IIini\trc, :\Jinhtry of PuMic Welfare anti llc~d\li, 
}1egnn to try his hancl :it p!ac:1ting the people or 
East Dro11gliton; he followed the s:1rne line pur­
Slll'1l hy Dr-. To11r:1ngl'all. In tire 111ea11li111t', g11\·· 
cr111n<•nt do!'!ors, nnd a go\'ernmenl en~ic•r<·r 
na111etl Sarto Plamondon, visited the villn['.c on n 
111m1hcr of occasions. All through the~e cpi1adn, 
lh<'sC governll!ent :111tl1oritics were in cor111rn111i­
t·ation with :\Ir. Spafford, 111an:1ger or the Ql1cbcc 
A~IJcslos Coqioralion, :incl with the Philip Carey 
:\Jfg. Co. . 

From the C'Orrc»pondenec in my pos<;CS>ion,l 
lhesc govrrnmcnt offici:ds emerge n~ glorified 
mc~scngcr boys of the Qnebec Ashcstos-Philin C:i­
rey combine. For their line w:is to spre:id nbout 
:Ile 11~11:d n1e1llC'y of proniist·-~. now ninfo1·ccd h? 
prop:1g:rncla suppo~cdly juslifyin.!.! the Compnny s 
t111willingncs<; lo i11sbll devices th:it would con­
trol or eliminate Ilic nsheslos cln~t :it large in \·il­
lage, mine ancl plnnt. E\·cnlual!y, the proplc of 
En5t l3ronghton tired of this pot-ponrri o pro­
mises, cv:1sions, ::incl Comp:my propag:incla, ra>s­
cd out by go\·ernrnent officials; protesL1tio11s 
and demnncls rose in lone and in volume, all ex­
cuses for failure to remedy conditions being re-· 
jccletl. 

During the first half of l!J.17, Dr. Tour·nngem1 
continued to carry the ~ovcn1erne11l's burden of 
replying to tlcmnnds macle hy East Broughton cit­
izens. In this particular period, hr wa, forc:••d 
to ~encl no less than lweh·c letters of expbn:ili1in 
for failure to act; hut since these letters wc1·e 
n1crely a stale rehash of old promises nnll cv:i­
sions, they wer<' l'C'C'Cil·l'il with ron~i1lrrahle clis­
l11vor in tht• village. App:1rcnlly, lhc writing of 
these Inst twelve lcllcn cxh:msted Dr. Touran­
gr:rn's rr~onrrrs. anil he thrrcaflc·1· bowed on! of 
the sit11:1Jion. \\'IH•J't•11non, Tlr . .1l':111 (;rcgoirc, Dr. 
Alhiny Paquette, :\linister of Public lll':1lth, :ind 
:'11:111rice Duplr.~sis, Prime l\!inio;te1-, took OYCr the 
burden of n•plying In !ht· pl'oplc of East Brough­t() 11. 

Drs. Gregoire an cl P:HJuette followc<I the line/ 
csl:ihli.<;hecl hy Dr. To11rangenu, whifl> ~Ir. D11pks-1/ 
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! ~L~ answcrcli with llH~<litH:\·c political speeches on 
lh<' rncrits of "L'Union Nationale", of which he is 
fltc Jra1Jrr, upon the 1lcvotinn of his 1\linistcr of 
Jfc:ilth, D1'. Alhiny Paquette, and l11)0n the dcmc· 

·, rils of former Lihcrnl governments. To their ct'crlit, the people of East llrough!on 
wcr·c not ovcr-awccl hv letters from such high 
!.!nn·rnmcnt officials. :11111 snernl hot n11d l'nn;-ihk 
1\~pli<'s were sent to :\Ir. Duplessis. On September 
10th l!H7, Dr. Gregoire lmlYcly >vrote (privately) 

- nothing :1bout all this aopcarcd in ncwspnpers 
- that he had sent nn u1tim:-tlnm to the Quebec 
Asl1eslos Corroralion. lt seems thnt the Go111p:1· 
ny was called on to specify within fiftc~n .<1nys 
whnt 111rasnrrs it propnsccl to tnkc to (']1111111atc 
Ilic "nuisance" c:n1sccl hy the asbestos clust issu­
ing from ils pl:tnt :i.t E:ist Ilroughton. Otherwise, 
Dr. Gregoh·e wrote, the whole cnse of the Com· 
p:111y wo11ld he Tcfrrc<I to the Allorncy-Gcnern1 -
who linppcns to be no less thnn :.'ilr. Duplessis 
himself. 

On October 15th, 1!J 17, Dr. Gregoire wrote 
(privately) thnt the case !tad been placed in the 
hnnds of the J\ttorncy-Gcncrnl. For some reason 
nnknown to me, perhaps for good measure, he 
ng:iin nnnotmrcd (prh·ately) t1rnt sl!ch nction 
Imel been tnken. And lhl•re lhc case re'>ls todnY, 
npparrnll~· rilhrr sln<'l• in Ilic ]1a111ls of the At· 
torncv-c;enrral, or cptite po.~sihly in !hr. same pi-
1!ro11-holr. where the now famous "Proccs cles 
Vcnves rlr :St. Hemi d'Amhcnl" h:is rested these 
la:-.t ei~ht ye:irs. 

The <.locnmcnlary evi1lcnre considered in this 
!>Cclion uncovers much more than another clrenry 
.sto1·y or ltctrayal of puhlic inlcrrst hy politiri:ins 
in Onrhec. 

• TlH' information :11111 complaints that po11re1l 
into lht• p1·ovi11d:1l Dcp:irtmrnt or Ilrallh from 
E;1.\l llroughlon rilizrns 1lcalt for Ille larger part 
wilh :1she~lus d11st ennditions in the village, :mcl 
only sct·o1utarily with <Inst conditions in mine 
;ind J)]nnt. 111 the mni11, lhr~r citizens were 
riglili11g to protert their proprrh·, which is clam­
:1~cd in 111a11y ways 11y the nshc.~lo~ clttsl brlrhc1l 
out h>; llie pl:111l. nncl they wrrc nl~o conccnrnd 
'-' ilh the dil'!~· nui~:rnrc hroughl about hy the rlllsl 
lh:1t srcpc1! inln their ho111rs. J!O"wc\·cr, on m:iny 
ocr:1o;;ions thc.v tlid call altrnlion in grncr:\l term~ 
In lhl' 1111hr:1llh>· :1spcc-l!-. of lhe whole ,;jlw1lion. It 11111,l he rc111cmhcrl'd tlw! none or thrrc E:ist 

l\roughton rili1.rns h sufficientlv rd11r:1trd in 111r­
diral m:1ltns In talk with n.ilh.Nil\' on the rlnn-. 
l!!•rs or inhnlation of :isht·~IO<; .lust.' Nr\'('l'!IH•lr"" 

I 
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so ca1>ahh• did lhc,v 1kscr·ihc :1sbcstos 1lust co1HJi. 
lwris nt Ea!>l Drouµhlo11 llwt ~111y doctor should 
ha\·c ,qr:1spcd the full implication of their story 
at once. i\lorcovcr, Lile doctors cspccbllr clJJre;cd 
with the ~uardinnship of nuhlic health rn Q:.icbcc 
verified their story on the spot. not only once bttt 
many ti111cs. In other words, Di-.~. F.-J. Tournn­
gea11, Jr:lll Gregoire and ,\!!Jiny Paquette, knew 
:ill Ilic c~scnli:1I facts in the \\'hole situation at 
Enst Broughton, knew wh:it du~t conditions were 
in Ilic vill:igc and in the n1i11e :111rJ plnnt, and 
knew well lile deadly cffcC'l> hro11ght :ibout by in­
halntion or asbestos r!u~l over :1 period of time. 
\\'hat thl'll did they do; wh:1t tlid they not c:lo; 
:111d what sho11l1! lhl'y have clone? 

What Drs. Tourongcou, Gregoire and Poquette did. ·fn their corrcsponclcncc with East Broughton 
vill:i·gcn, these doctors concerned thcmsclvc~ 
only with the asbC'stos clnst nourc1t tlown into the 
,
7i'lloi;i1.niythr pla11t. They tell lhesc villagers thnt 

efforts \\•ill he mndc to climinatr the "nuisnncc" 
caused Jiy asbestos dust at l::irgc in the Yillagc -
''nllis:ince" bcin~ a strnngc word indcccl lo use 
in ronncction w11!1 !his denclly d11st. 

What Drs. Tourangeou, Gregoire, ond Poquette did not do. In their co1--respondc11ce with E:isl Uro11plito11 
rili1cns, these cloctors not only f:iiled lo distin­
guish hetwcen dust rondilions in Ilic vill:ii::c :mll 
in the mine :incl plant. Tliry f:iilcd to tell these 
11ni11for111cd prnple !lie C,\.\Cll!i:tl f:icL~ f'l'g:11·di111{ 
inhal:ition of :1s'!Jrslos dust. 

What Drs. Tourongcou, Gregoire, and Poquette should hove clone. These doctors ~hould hn\•e tolll these people or 
E:ist Bro11gliton th:it the :isheslos d11~! :il111o~t con­
li1111ously at large in lite western end of :he Yil­
l:ige wns a serio11s d:inglT to Ilic hr:ilth of its in­
habitants, rspccinll:y lhc rhildrcn. They sllonld 
h:wc adder! that lhts dust w;l> h:i~tcning the 
deaths of the ycry many :ilrc:idy :ifflicll'cl b:v ~s­
lir.slnsis and by other pul1110n:iry di~e:1~r. They 
~ho11!1l h:wc gone into thL\ l'illnc~r :11111 c:on<l<'tn"­
cd crrtain homes and pt:hlir "·'' 
;15 l'C':JlCI'.~ cif ,,,,.i;i, .. '" .. 
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Jon" :i"o h:ivc conucmnctl as highly nnsanit~r)' 
the ~~~l~~io1i1011sc thnt lies in the ontll of the :i~!in­
tos 1(11\l !Jckllccl out hy the plant on the J::il. 
'I hc-1· sho11l•L in fact, lmve condemned tl1c wli·,Jc 
,,·ninn crJ(l of the village ns unfit for hal.Jit.1!iPn 

"r 111 :111 or )lcasl. 
These doctors should have tolcl these people nf 

E:ist llrougllton thnt the asbestos dust s3tm :11i11 ~ 
thc nlmosphcrc of the mine nnd pl:int is :in ln­
fi11ilely greatcr peril to their \vclfare th:in i1 t!1c 
dt1\I at J:1rgl! in the village. They shonl•I h:n c 
tolit all these people, and especially the \\'t•rl.·~r~. 
tile p-;senlial r:1cls reg:lrding i11h:11:1ti~n nr ;td'~~· 
tos dust O\'C\' a pcriocl of tirne. They sh:':1Ll 
11t:1\'C told these workers that co11tlili111n :it t!:c 
(.lucbee Asbestos Corporation mine :inti pl:1!1l :ire 

1pr•Hluctivc of asbestosis and of pulmon:ir)' 1u­
)i1cn:-ulosis to a terribly high tlc~rec. They ~!1oultl 
, have encounigccl the~e workers, who h.1,·c l1ccn 
1jiarnl)'7ell by an unclcrstand:ihle fc:ir :rnrl l1y n 
\ ack or nccuratc i nformali on, to Pk e d r:i·.!i r. :i 1Hl 
[1mme1,Iiate n,qion to pro!ecl their li\'CS :inti 1~1n.1c 
)of their fanu!Jes. All this shoultl h:l\'e bc·rn \:ilfl 
puhlicly agnill anrl ngain in clear, simple tcrnu 
which these East llroughlon ncoplc coul1! 11111\rr­
sland !Jy men such as Drs. To11r;111r,r:i11, l;rr;:nirc 
and Paquette, who enjoy the :i11llw11ty, the 
prestige ancl the rewards of high o!lirl', or hy 
eqnally informetl .medical men wltom tlwr co11lrl 
have nominated. 

These doctors, especially :incl conr!u\i\'C'l)' 
charged hy l::iw to protect the health of tile 1n1b­
lic, should likewise haYe forrn:ilty :i111l :i1·r11r:dr­
ly informecl U1e (lhmicip:il Co1111ril d F:i<>l 
Broughton, antl also, all officcn :111d pcrso11ncl 
of "La Fcdi."I':i.Lion cje l'Amiantc". 

Tllcrc -is noC-tii-e ·-;;[ig-htc~t- Intention here, or 
cYen inclination. to sit in j11'1;;1ncnt upon tll<' hc­
havionr of the doctors ch:irgcit with the :iilmi­
nistration of the Depnrlmrnl or !'11hlic l!P:llllt in 
Quebec. l3ut no one cnn llo1l::r the Cullo\\'ing 
fact: gross m::ilpr:icticc of 1111•d1cinc i~ one or tile 
causes for much of the 1t·:igc1ty or E:i\l Brou~hton. 
The issue is therefore ck:ir: either thnc doctors 
l :ire them~d\'CS respnn~i!Jlr rc•I' ~lll'h 111a!pr:1cticc 
I of medicine, or politico-£in:incl:il m1tl1orilY lle-
1 ylrnd their control h:i~ prcvrntnl thi:m frcnn 
lprnclicin~ their prorr~\ion n('rnrdini.: to i\\ iilr:lls. 
This is a 11\altcr whirh should cn~agr tile rlo~c, 
immediate nnil riul.Jlic nllention or "Le College 
des ~1ctlc:cins de Qucl.Jcc". 
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~VII -

THE QUEBEC ASBESTOS­
PHILl·P CAREY COMBINE 

The Quebec Asbestos Corpor:1tion i~ entirely 
owned by the Philin Carey ~If~. Co. of Lockl:.n•l 
(near Cincinnati) Ohio. Orfinal reports rcg~1rtl­
ing the exact p1·ofits ilcri\'ed by Ilic Quebec As· 
hestos-Phi'lip Carey combine from operatio1\ o[ 
the mine and plant at Ea>t Broughton ::ire not 
availal.Jle to the public. Nevertheless, one may 
make the following statements, secure in U1c 
knowledge that they cannot !Jc succcssfullv con­
tradicted. 

The Philip Carey :\lfg. Co. bas drawn enormous 
profits from the asbestos mine and pl:mt it owns 
nt East Broughton. This company stnrtccl upon 
its career on a relatively s!ll:1ll amount of c:ipital. 
Its stockholders h:we hccn rewarded from time to 
lime with very large stock or capital clivitlctHls; 
they have also receiveu exccedrngly generous 
cnsh dividends. In addition, the :isscts or this 
Company have slcntlily and largely increa-;e(l in 
value, anti now re:ieh the stun or 27 million dol­
lars. Annual net profits helcl :it high levels dur­
ing the war, averaging about $775,000. 

!Net profit took a very big jump upvrnrds to 
$2,M!l,411 for the year HMG· nnd then took ano­
ther jump upwards to $2,80G,GD2 for the yc:u· 
l!J.17. This is a very prosperous Companr. 

Not nil of the profit :ilrc:uJy disbursed to Its 
stock nnd bondhol1lcrs lJy the Philip Carey ~!fg. 
Co., and not all of the capital gnins now part of 
the assets of the Company. flow front its opera­
tions at East Broughton. llul a large part, per­
haps tile largt·st part, of holh tl1t•\c two l':rtt·:-:111 irs 
of profit c!o flow cliredly fro1t1 the :1~lH.'.,to<; film.: 
procltH'l'<I :1l Ea~t Bro11ghto11. It i~ !J1·lirl'<'d licrl' 
that few persons in Quebec, or for that n1:1ttrr in 
Cnnad:i nnd in the U.S., would oppose the idea 
of the Philio Carey 1\lfµ. Co. rollcctin~ a prnfit 
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frn111 ifs opcr:1lio1u :tl E:1.~l Jlro11ghlon. But tltnt ·~ nol Lhc ls.~llC here; the hs11e Is ClllC or propor­tion. For in its sc:ircl1 for 1Hofil, Lhr ;\!a11ai;e-111cnt of this Con1p;rny has lost :ill sense of clcccnt propo1·tion. Without in :iny w:iy c11dan~cri11g its own existence, or even its very J:i,rgc :111nuul p1·ofils. this Con1p:111y co11!1! h:l\'e e:i~ily :i[forcled lo have .~pe11l the IHOIH'Y ncccs~nry lo s:ift·g11anl lhC' health and Ji\·cs of tile n:cn \\'ho h:ive wot Ju:d on it~ pre111ise~ :it E:ist Ilro11r,Jlito11. Blindly :ind grcec!tly, the :\lanagrmcnt of tie Cornp:iny rcJee­tctl such an idc;1. This is not :1 str:i11gc phc110-111cn in human rd:1tio11~. ::\!:in, or groups of mrn, will 1'1111 wile!, 1111lcs~ the\' :ire held t1nclcr -control by law, clearly defined· :incl enforced. Des pile grave shortco111i11;ss, the J:iw in ()t1chec is cle::irly enough defined to h:1\'r c11al1kd Ille Government lo have kepi this ()ue!Jrc J\\ucslos-l'hilip Carey combine under -control. ll11l the law has not been, :llld is not hci11g- enforced. There-fore, responsi­Jiility for the hidccHI~ ~il11:1lion under study here rr!-ls :is m11d1 upon the Q11<'hec provincial govcr11-111cnt as ii dol's 11po11 the Quebec Ashrstns-Philip C:;i rcy co111bi nc 
:'lllll:h of the litcr:it11rc critic:il of !!Jc behaviour or incorpor;ited COlll)l:tlliC'S in C:1nada :111cl the lJ. S. is spri11klcu prof11st·ly with the tcn11s "·co111-pa;:11ic nnonrme" nnd "the soulcss corporation". The rirst term is n legalism, nncl the second nn e111olionnli.~111, ;me! 11se of cill1cr or both :ire hand­icaps in effort lo remedy conclilions under stu­dy. This Qucbrc Ashc~lo.~ Corpor:ition is n lr!g­nl facndc, h;ick or which a certain small and known gro11p nf men oper::ilc. Tlwse 111c·11 :in~ furlhN" entrenehecl behind anolJic~r lc2al f;ic:idc; the Philip C:ircy ~If;<. Co. To remedy conditions al East Bro11ghton, it will lie necessary lo llis­rC'gnrcl these legal fneuclcs-:ind this can be dr,ne without violation of existing Jaw - nncl carry the balllc directly to the men mnnnging ancl con­;trolli11g the combinccl compnnlcs. In other words, these two corpol'ntions arc the tools of certain known men, ancl !he real husinC'ss of the Qneliec people is not with the tools rrenled ancl used J,y these men; it is with the men themselves. I \\'ho then arc they? 
The men clirccling the Philip r.nrcy Mfg Co. con~lilule a grnup of irl'cl11.~lrin!isls highly rcspec­lccl in lhc llnilecl Stales. They nrc recognized ns c:in:ihle, c11lighlrnccl, :11HI Jiighly successful opcr-. :1lors, :111rl their :tl'li,·i!ie~ :incl interests range far IJl'yoncl the ()ucliec i\s)JC'Slo.~-Phili1> r.:irey com­liinc. They :ire in fact :1.~:-.0ci:ilr<I with many im­portant inclu:-.lri:1l :rnd eclucational cnlerpri-ics in 
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Ohio, nn·1l in OlllC'I' par(~ or lhr u. !';. The n~,'l­ci:1lio11 hclween the l'hilin C::1rr.\' ,\lfg. C:n .• 11HI Proctor & G:unhle, one of the two or three l~rt:r:t :<:oap manufacture.rs in the U. S., h p;irticubrly close. 
-Some of the more prominent and !11f!11c11tial directors of the Pl1ilin C:ircy ::\lfg. r.n. :t!~o nc-c·u­py positions Of equnl import:inec Oil the !Jo;1nJ or rlircctors of Proctor & Goimhle - :i .~f;i[r nf :iff:iir~ that has prev:.rilccl for mnny yr:irs. l'roctr>r ,\ Gamble is renowned throuiihout lhe l'. S. for i1' hunwnitari:in trc01!111enl or'its cmployeL·.s. 
:Uy inforrn:ilion rcg:ircling the Philip Carey ~!fg. Co. is not qui le so ele:ir, insor:1r as it~ opt·r:i­lions in the U. S. m·e conccrnc-rl. But this much m;1y he s:iicl. The plants opcr:itecl lJy this com­pany in Ol1io lin11dll' a vrry large amount or n~­!Jcslo~ fibre, ·:incl this without cloullt rep1·c~<'11h a potcnlinl hr::ilth h:i?.arcl for its cmployrcs. So far :i; can bl' :isC'crt:iinccl, opl'rntions of this compa-11,\' ill Oltio h:n·e not proc!ucccl nny easrs of ns­hcslosis - :incl this must mc:in thnt the ~rnn:igc-111cnt lnlces measures to protect its Amrric<ln rlll­ployccs from the disease. 

Jn st1111111ary: n t'C'rl:ii11 s111:ill sprcific- urn11p 11f 111r11 havr m:iintnin<'d '\\'Orldng ronrlition~ in the plnnls it rn:rn:is-cs in Ohio .~o a~ to ;1\'oid the JJl'11-ci11ction of asbestosis in ii~ emplO)'er~. On thl' othC'r hnncJ. lliis .~alllC' s111;il! group of rnrn h.1vc pcrmiltcrl in its Q11chee mine :incl plant ronc!i­tions which have proclucecl nsbcstosis :incl rul­monary lubcrc1ilosis on a l:ir~c scale. Wh~· lhrn this discrepancy in h<'h:1vio11r?. 
'l'hc nnswrr i.~ as '.simple :is A-1.l-C. In !he tr. S, and spccifir:dly in Ohio. lhc A111crican !'o"ern-111ent :inrl people ha\'C cnforercl their will upon this :;:ro111> of ourrators. and ha\'e cnmprllcd it tu maint:iin ht'::tithY \\·01·ki11" rnnc!itions. Tlir ~i­lu:ition is othcrwi~r. in Ouchr<', "-here !Iii' ~rn11p of llJen lt:is imposcri ITS will upon lhc ~O\'C'rn­lllcnt. To re111C'dY thi.~ .~ituntion. it will li<' lll'l'l'~­~::iry for lhc people nf ()11l'brc lo rou~r its gnvcrn-111r.11t 0111 of !hr lc!h:ir;.1~· fli:it Ji.1~ prrmi!led !hr cxhlt·11ce of :i human .-.laughlrr hou.'e up on 1111· hill :il En!it Broui;h ton. 

Burton LcDoux 

-5'.J-

I 
, 


	Cover Sheet Template 2.pdf
	1949 ASMI0013 book excerpt.pdf



