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In order to improve our defensive position in the

event of a ban on all Aroclors, it 1s necessary to
evaluate the biodegradability of other fire resis-
tant diluents,

The most promising family of materials is the
brominated biphenyls., These cempounds provide fire
resistance at a lower bromine level as well as
improved physlcal propertles over the corresponding
Aroclors., Several brominated biphenyls have been
synthesized by R, Welss and their acute toxicity is
similar to the Aroclors.

I strongly urge that we run biodegradation tests on
three representative compounds as soon as possible.

When analytical services have been allocated, I
will forward samples to Dr, Swisher and Scott Tucker,

P. D. Fowlkes
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