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Dear Doc:

This w i l l  confirm  ay  co n v ersa tio n  w ith  D r. K arl K i tz m il le r  r e la t i v e  to  
our d iscu ss io n  on Monday, March 1 5 th , reg a rd in g  th e c lean in g  o f  Tank No. 101 a t  th e  
G ulf R ef in in g  Company te rm in a l, L o u is v i l le ,  Kentucky, by L. M. S lack , J r .

At my re q u e s t B i l l  Newman co n tac ted  Mr. 7/. P. Lynch, G u lf ’s C on stru c tio n  
foreman on th is  p a r t i c u la r  tan k  c lean in g , and Mr. J.  G. Schang, G u lf 's  Term inal Super­
in te n d e n t, and ob ta ined  th e  fo l lo w in g  in fo rm atio n .

On February 4 th  and 5 th  ^ H |^ H H B ^ . c a s u a l  la b o re r ,  and*___
G ulf employee, e n te red  tan k  101 p ro p e r ly c jS fn e c R n d  w earing b low er raask^nd  removec 
approx im ately  20 bushe ls o f  s ludge over a p e r io d  o f 10 to  12 h o u rs. During th e  tim e 
th e se  gentlem en were removing th e  s lu d g e , Mr. Vi. P. Lynch observed th e  men working 
in  th e  tan k  v e ry  c lo se ly , and Mr. H. G. Southw orth, S uperin tenden t o f  O perations f o r  
G u lf, made co n stan t checks w ith  Mr. Lynch by a c tu a lly  v i s i t i n g  th e  tank  and by c a l l in g  
him on th e  te lep h o n e . On February  5 th  ou r Mr. L . M. S lack , J r .  was p re se n t f o r  th e  
work and observed th a t  th e  men were p ro p e r ly  c lo th ed  and wear in g  mask s . A f te r  th e  
sludge was removed acco rd ing  to  th e  men working in  th e  ta n k , en te red  th e  tank
w ithou t p roper equipment f o r  a  sh o r t  in s p e c t io n . F ind ing  th a t  some s lu dge s t i l l  r e­
mained in  th e  tank  he im m ediately  went ou t and asked th a t  and

again  e n te r  th e  tank  and remove th e  rem ainder o f the  s ^ S ^ ^ T h e s e  men were 
p ro p e r ly  c lo th ed  and wore masks f o r  t h i s  p a r t  o f the  work.

A fte r th e  rem ain ing  p o r t io n  o f  th e  s ludge had been removed th e  tan k  
was then  f lu sh e d  w ith  a h igh  p re ssu re  f i r e  hose f o r a  number o f hours from  th e  o u t­
s id e  o f  th e  ta n k , th e  w ater th en  pumped to  a  p i t  a llow ing  th e  sludge to  s e t t l e .  At 
th i s  p o in t th e  Gulf R ef in in g  Company re q u e ste d  th a t  th e  work be h u rr ied  as much as 
p o ss ib le  due to  th e  f a c t  th a t  th ey  had 40 a lco h o l tank  c a rs  on th e  s id in g  w a it in g  to  
be un loaded. The f o l l owing men th e n e n te re d th e  tank  withou t any p r o te c t ion o th er  
th an r ubber b o o ts :

ana a n  o i~ u u ir  ahn
,, our re p re s e n ta t iv e .  These men s p e n ^ ^ ^ o u a ^ o r  f iv e  hours i n  th e  

tank "w ithou t p ro p er c lo th in g  andm asks sweeping and b ru sh in g  sawdust so as to  d ry  up
th e  ta n k . D uring th is  work Mr. and The m a jo r i ty  o f
th e  sawdust was removed around Sunday noon, February  7 th , and th e  Government a lco h o l 
in s p e c to r  e n te red  th e  tan k  w ith o u t p ro te c t io n  and approved th e  tan k  f o r  th e  s to rag e  
o f a lco h o l. .
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_ On Monday, Feb ru a ry  8 th ,
en̂ ere(̂ the

c B P ^ S d  re rao v e^ sf f le ^^H iese  gentlem en d id  t h i s  work w ithou t p ro p er c lo th in g  o r  blow er 
masks.

During Mr. Newman's co n tac t w ith Mr. « ■ ■ ■ and Mr. on
March 12th th ey  adv ised  him th a t  ’f l H H H I P  had b e e K ^^ B g  nervous and had a  lo s s  
o f  app e t i t e  a few days a f te r  th e  tank  c lean in g  had been com pleted. They a lso  s ta te d  
t h a t ^ f l H m B B h  had been s e n t  to  a  lo c a l  d o c to r by th e G ulf R e f in in g  Company ask ing  
th a t  n ^ o e  checked f o r  le a d  p o iso n in g . T h e d o c to r  advised  th a t  he shou ld
be opera ted  upon f o r  a p p e n d ic i t is .  M r . i n f o r m e d  th e  docto i^ h a t_ h e  was n o t 
h a v in ^ a n y  p a in  in  th e  lo c a t io n  o f  th e  append ix^  and. in s te a d  bo th  and
M r .^ B H B js ta r te d  ta k in g  co ld  m ed ic ine, and a f t e r  a sh o r t  w h ile  were fe e B n ^ g o o d  ag a in . 
These gentlem en b e l ie v e  th ey  had bad colds due to  th e  f a c t  th a t  th ey  were working on 
th e  o u ts id e  o f th e  tan k  w h ile i t  was ra in in g  and snowing. None o f  th e  o th e r  gentlem en 
mentioned above c o n trac ted  a  co ld  or had any nervous fe e l in g .

7,hen Mr. Newman made t h i s  c o n tac t on March 12 th  a ll  o f  th e  above g e n t le ­
men who en te red  th e  tan k  were fe e l in g  good and were 'working, and th e re  was no su sp ic io n  
among them th a t  th ey  had been do ing som ething dangerous o r  had broken any re g u la t io n s . 
Mr. Nevman ob ta in ed  th e  above in fo rm atio n  by s ta t in g  th a t  i t  was n ecessa ry  to  compile 
a d e ta i le d  re p o r t  f o r  th e  c lean in g  o f ta n k s  i n  which a lco h o l would be s to re d , and th i s  
in fo rm atio n  vías g iven  w i l l in g ly .

Dr. K itz m i l le r  adv ised  me th a t  he was o f th e  op in ion  th a t  I  shou ld  n o t 
co n tac t G u lf 's  D iv is io n  o f f ic e  in  L o u isv i l le  and d isc u ss  t h i s  s u b je c t  u n t i l  I  re c e iv e  
a d e c is io n  from you. T h ere fo re , I  w i l l  ab ide by h is in s t ru c t io n s  and w i l l  aw ait word 
from you on th e  above s u b je c t .

Doc, th e  reaso n  we checked im m ediatel y  on th is  tank  clean in g  a t  th e  G ulf 
te rm in a l was due to  th e  f a c t  t h a t  in  look ing  over ^ H Bp t i n i e  from January  18th  to  
February 1 8 th , we found t h a t  he had sp en t 13 days in  observ ing  tan k  c lean in g . You ad­
v ise d  me th a t  t f H J P ^ f i r s t  t e s t  was tak en  on February  1 1 th and th e  second on February  
23 rd . The ta n l^ a b G u l f  took  th re e  days s ta r t i n g  February  5 th  and was th e  most lo g ic a l  
p la ce  to  make an immediate check which re s u l te d  in  our f in d in g  what had happened. I  
d id  n o t check th e  tank  c lean in g  o f February  17 th  which was between th e  two exam inations 
Louis had a t  your o f f i c e  because he s ta te d  to  me tha t  i t  was n o t n ecessa ry  to  e n te r  th e  
tanks w hatsoever. I  am g iv in g  you th is  in fo rm atio n  s in c e  th e re  was no p o s s ib le  chance 
o f Louis be ing  exposed to  le a d  a f t e r  th e  tan k  c leanin g  f o r  G ulf on th e  5 th .

I  am happy to  h ea r t h a t  has improved and I  c e r ta in ly  a p p re c ia te
your co o p era tio n  i n  keep ing  t h i s  m a tte j^ T O h f id en tial as I  b e l ie v e  th i s  experience has 
taugh t  a le ss o n . On th e  o th e r  hand I  th in k  i t  would be a good id e a  f o r  you to
c a l l  have a  ta l k  w ith  him sometime i n  th e  v e ry  n ear f u tu r e .

Very t r u l y  y o u rs ,

H. A. MACK.
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