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Qctober 10, 1u27

Lr., ke Ve %webb,

c¢/o Ethyl Gosoline Corp.,
28 ;ro"dway,

liew Yorlr City.

iy dear lir, Vebb:

In accordance with vour telephonc conversation I wen
to Yinston Salenm, erriving Thursday aftornoon. I found that the cese hs
beern temporarily postponed until Monday, Uctober 10. I discussed the en
tire case with thc local representative of the Standard 0il Company, and
v3%r one of the men from the Nedical Peparbuent st 20 Eroadway. I thon
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interviewcd the attorneys.

wiis tiszs T was cuilte certaln that 1t was nol dew

’“‘v
sirable for mc LC testify in the case, and T wae also farily well assured
that unleses it became abgmlu+cly necessary to do so0,; the case shnmuld not
be allowed to appear in court. For obvious reasons I had no opportuniiy
to intnr" aw the plaintiff in order Lo male an examination of hin,

As near ag L ocan magan oul {rom all of the
mtion, the facts are as followa e
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e became ill, fron what cause I s unabl , 1o illiness contin~

ued over some weeks or monbths and he wasg f “‘113 se;“ o the heconsiru f“io“
Hospital in llew Torlk, afiter beins gseen and cared for uy g nuiber of loco
thic;bvc His condltion was variously diupnosed vy tnese loca nz;u¢c;3n<

3
S .
kvnorthv cid ‘M%eurt disecase, etc. Dr., Touartis cxamiation gnd L£in-l
report at the Hecounstrucition IIosplial is to the effect that his was a tyni-
cal caze of totraethyl lead poisoning, complicated by a narasitic infcetion
ol the irntestine. lie was ﬁ*sc“avbvu from the Keconstruction Hospital appar-
ently well, Since this time, he has not been employed Ly the Standard 01l
Company, and, according to the story which I an told, he has been incapac¢tn
it present, he is sgid to have a mdtal disturb nce of some typc, Mow scrious
this is I ¢o not know, ‘ut the attorney for the defensc, iir. tomaleg said
trat in kis opirion t“u ndtal dlotkroance was not feigned. Uhether it is
due to tot_botp§1 lead is very questionable, in faci, I thiniz 1% guite
unlilely, ~ut he apparently has been oble to pive the iupression of bcnu

ine maital upset, which, as we know, would be considerecd o li.able possi
ility of tetraethyl lead polisoning.

There were two polnts on which the defense had intended
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to proceed:
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1. That the possiblllty for skin contact and Ingestion was not
sufficient to give rise to polsening, and that it is not possible
to ret poisoned in any other manner (the defense was of the opinion
that it is not possiile to be polisoned with Ethyl fluid by inhallae
$iox, Why they should have had thils opinion heaven only lmows).

2. That the man had signed the release under no duress, and that
this should be legally binding.

I do not kmow anything about the law In the matter,
tut 1t strikes me that it is hardly likely that a2 jury would hold
that 1,000 represented adequate compensation for compleote disability.
The councll for the defense felt that it was unlikely that the jury
would consider the release as legally binding, withoubt consideration
of the evidence of 1llness, exposure, etc.

Lfter thesc discussions and the discovery of these
facts, I declined being used as expert witness in the motter, and
the defensc cttorneys were very glad to get rid of me in this manncr.
T sugrested, however, that 1t was my oinion that thies was one of the
moct difficult cases that had been presented; that the claim of the
Plaidnsif? vas arparently reasonable, and the means of defensc in sucn
& sull extremely neagere I felt that under the circwustances, bobh
you and the representatives of the Ztandard (il Company would advise
& setilemcnt out of court, if o reasonakle settlement could possiibly
he maede. I pointed out, of course, that this was my porysonal opinion,
and recommended that they tave up the matter at once with liew Yori: to
deternine what procedure should best be followed.

I trust that the above will acguaind you with all o?f

the clrecumstances, and 1if there should vo enything further wiich I
con €0 in the mabtier I shall be glad to Inovw of it.
Kindest regards.
Very truly yours,
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