
October 10, 1927

Hr. K. £.'•  V>ebbf
c/o Ethyl Gasoline Corp.,
25 Broadway,
Hew York City*

My dear Mr. Y ebb:

In accordance with 3/our- telephone conversation I wer.  
to Winston Salon, arriving Thursday afternoon, I fo und that the case ha  
been temporarily postponed until Monday, October 10, I discussed the en  
tire case with the- local representative of the stan dard Oil Company, and  
with one of the men from the Medical Department at 2 6 Broadway, I then  
interviewed the attorneys.

By this time I was quite certain that it was not de­
sirable for me to testify in the case, and I was also  f'arily well assured  
that unless it became absolutely necessary to do so, the c ase should not  
be allowed to appear in court. For obvious reasons I had no opportunity  
to interview the plaintiff in order to make an examinati on of him.

As near as I can make o u i ^ r œ o a l l  of the available  
information, the facts are as follows : - hr. the plainti ff, was
employed in the capacity of repair man over a -period of  several months,  
(namely, from about June until December 1924), in whi ch capacity he v;as  
working with the small mixing meter and handling mot hylcter containers  
of Ethyl fluid. île apparently worked without instr uctions as to dangers,  
etc,, over this period, From this time on, however, lie was riven instruc­
tions on ecuipment with which to protect himself agai nst possible dangers.
Be became ill, from what cause I am unable to say, and his illne ss contin­
ued over some weeks or months and he was finally sen t to the Beeonstrue tier  
Hospital in Hen York, after being seen and cared for by a number of  local  
physicians. His condition was variously diagnosed b y these local physicians  
as hyperthyrcidV’ neart disease, etc. Dr, Touart*s exam?.nation  and final  
report at the Keconstraction Hospital is to the effect that his was a typi­
cal case of tetraethyl lead poisoning, complicated by a parasitic infection  
of the intestine. lie was discharged from the Kecons tr action Hospital appar­
ently well. Since this time, he has not been employed oy t he standard Oil  
Company, and, according to the story which I sun told , he has been incapacité  
At present, he is said to have a miffcal disturbance of some type, How serious  
this is 1 do not know, but the attorney for the defense, Hr, Hombl e, said  
that in his opinion the metal disturbance was not f eigned. Vine the r it is  
due to tetraethyl lead is very questionable, in fact,  I third; it quite  
unlikely, but he apparently has been able to give the i mpression of genu­
ine méritai upset, which, as we know-, would be conside red a likable possi­
bility of tetraethyl lead poisoning. :

to proceed :
There were two points on which the defense had inten ded
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1. That the possibility for skin contact and Ingestion  was not  

sufficient to give rise to poisoning, and that it is no t. possible  
to get poisoned in any other raanner (the defense was  of the opinion  
that it is not possible to be poisoned with Ethyl flui d by inhalla-  
tlcet. Why  they should have had this opinion heaven  only knows).

2. That the man had signed the release under no dur ess, and that  
this should be legally binding.

1 do not know anything about the lav; in the matter ,  
but it strikes me that it is hardly likely that a jury  would hold  
that Cl,000  represented adequate compensation for complete dis ability.  
The council for the defense felt that It was unlikely that the jury  
would consider the release as legally binding, with out consideration  
of the evidence of illness, exposure, etc.

After these discussions and the discovery of these  
facts, I declined being used as expert witness in the  matter, and  
the defense attorneys were very glad to get rid of m e in this manner.
T suggested, however, that it was my opinion that thi s was one of the  
most difficult cases that had been presented; that the claim of the  
plaintiff was apparently reasonable, and the means of defense in such  
a suit extremely meager. I felt that under the circu mstances, both  
you and the representatives of the Standard Oil Company would advise  
a settlement out of court, if a reasonable settleme nt could possibly  
be made. I pointed out, of course, that this was my pers onal opinion,  
and recommended that they tab© up the matter at once with hew York to  
determine what procedure should best bo followed.

the
caa

I trust that the above will acquaint you with all  
circumstances, and If there should bo anything furt her which  
do in the matter I shall be glad, to know of it.
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Kindest regards.

Very truly yours,

EAKsEJ
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