Lead Found

In Teeth of
Slum Children

Ry GARY BROOTEN

. Of The Bullctin Staff
The “haby" tecth of chil-
dten of Philadelphia snd sub-
urthe have yielded striking
new evidence for the exis-

o NSk

polsoning. ¢
The evideace, though pre-
liminary in nature, supports
the contention of some doctors
that subtle lead poisoning is
widnspread among toddlers in
America’s  decaying  innee
cities. | reinforces the high
privtity  some  Inner ity
groups place on the remo®at
al lcaded paint from homes,
And it may point to a re-
* scarch breakthrough on the
nalure of the lead paisioning
prohlem. €
The  prevalencd of unde-
™ Irad paisoning by sus-
peeled as onn factor Aontribe
utig 10 the poor sel

dren, Xince Iead is kndwn to
affect ¢ ™brain.

S Timas More Lead

Bahy, ar deciduous, tecth
are the oncx that all out be.
tween the ages of shaut 5 and
12. A resenrch tcam has taken
some of these tecth, analyzed
:ll:r:n chomically, and found

M, t

~~Rahy tecth from dov ving
arnfs of West and Ndrth
Tlhifladeiphia contain an &
us‘ of five times mare le

thgn  haby tecth from ¢
Méddia, Fikine Park and
linpion County, K.1.. area:

~While some suburban chil-
ifren have ni measurable lead
In their haby teeth, this
daesn’t srem to happen In the
loner city. And on Inner-city
footh wan found loaded with
70 times more fead than the
suhurhan average,

llarvard Prafessor

The findings were reported
st a recent psychistric meete
Ing In Mexico City by Dr.
Herbert 1.° Necdicman, assise
tant profesgiir 61 psychiatry at
the Harvard Mc#l’:ll Schoal.

Dr. Neediemal
for the study while an the fae-
ulte of the Temple University
: Health Scieneces Center and

the <ttt of ‘Temple's Commu-

oty AMental tHealth  Ceater,
which he left faur months
. aro. The wark was done in
coliabarativm with Dr, living

Shapira, & University of Penn-

svlvania biochemist who spee
i cializes In foth and miouth
i studies,

Thoudis the sample of hahy
tecth wae glatislichlly amalil
-- A tala] of 119 - the dix.
i tribution of sesulty’ was so
! striking that, it fefe fittle doubt
' ahout the relatively high ex-
{
i
i

posure of inner city children
11 Iead poiseming hazards, Dr,
Neediemian  said in a tele-
phoue interview, .

r~ “
formuice of inner city chil-

Housing Unit

‘Sued in Use of

Lead Paint

Twao suils against the Phil-
adelphia  llousing  Anthority

alleging  negligence  againet 4 goe jic contefl fnr tead-hased
ihe danger of iead poisoning/ naint and (0 femove the paint

to children were fitert INday in
Common Pleas Courd,

‘The suits were fited by the |

winthe il thrged-
LY s:uf{lﬁﬂhi .1 Wﬁﬂmm
system - damage  fram  lead
poisnning and hy  the  City-
Wide Coalition Against Lead
Paint Poisnning, an nrganiza-
tion of more’ than 5 commar-
nitv and prafessimnal groups,

One suil, filed on hehall of
Mrs. Pearline Shyfnrd, 1943
N. 1#th st., and her daughter,
Samantha, §, secks $100,600 in

- epitive and other damages.

The suil charaes the Honsing
Aunthorily with negligence in
expacing the gird to lead paint
in violatinn of the city Heaith
Crede al the N. 1ith st ad-
drees, n huilding owned by
the authority

The zuit allezes that the
neglizgenee {od (o hiam dany
age and injury ta the child's
ot st e

Mape on(lead
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necvous system ascessitating
ireatment at Fjpiscopal Hospi-
tal. .

{he sprand
half of Mrs,
coalition, seelfs an injunction
requiring the fiousing Authori-
ty to inspect g1 prapesties un-

wherever it js found.
. The suit s§ys the defendanis

tthe  presengr of  {ead.based
paint an sifharity praperty as
a resuli of city Health De-
partment reporis showine one
ml of every three children
tested in recent years has had
an abnarmally high level of
Jead in his hody,

The suils were fileg hy John
Padova of the law firm of
Sola, Beegman, Trammer, Pa- |-
dova and Albert, 225 S, 15th
st.

mre—— an l

paint

got the idex |

« *7Teeth of children in ghetto housing in

Z;iladelphia have been found to contain
ve times as much lead, on the aver-
{e, as the teeth of children in neighbor-
g suburban areas.

This new, confirming evidence of the

« {sceptibility of ghetto children to lead

Jisoning is reported by researchers at
e Harvard Aledical School and the
niversity of Peansylvania.

-Possibly some of the higher lead in-

* ke came from incieaszed air pollution

..the cily. But there is littie doubt that
ad paint flaking {rom the walls and
ondwork of older housing is a serious
1alth hazard o young children,

The evidence against lcad’ paint

“‘ould prompt a number of rcactions.

ore councern for poszible damage to
e mental and emotional makeup of
wetto children from lead~-poisoning
2eds to be shown by both'the federal
ad city governments,

— =

In the racig'f‘h lead poisoning epl-
demic among disadvantaged children,
Congress last year voted $7 million for a
lead paint eradication program nation-
wide, Philadelphia has been taking
landlords and homeowners why fail to
comply with the city’s lead paift ordi-
nance to courl. Dut it has relied/ on re-
ports of suspected lead poisoning rather
than an direct housing inspectigns, The
Philerielphia  Housing  Authorjty, too,
has been, slow In removing lead paint
from its older rental units.

Community groups and/ individuals
can do much to elimin}lz Jead paint

themselves, Wark parties tan be orga.
nized to scrape and repaijit lead-painted
rooms, The Citywide Coalition Against
Childhood Lead Poisonjhg can warn of
the paint peril even moge forcefully than
it has done in the ya:!.
Lead poisoning amhong children can
no more tole”ated than other
preventable diseases!
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