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PICERR cLINIC

Go te say of the "herd roeck? mines of the world, ia Camada,
Australis or the United States, the South Africas Resd or the "big hill® {a Batte,
Nontana, and watch thoussnds of miners going to the mines vhere gsllows fremss s
aine houses, skeluton-like’ strustures, stsnd over well-like shafts; watch them
eater the cages which drep hudrddo. sometinss thousends of feet under pm. and
follov them te the stopes and reises ahere they extract gold, Ioaq, sino er cepper
from the veias of ore that thread the evrth,

Some of the mimers walk ‘eln‘ly, hesit-tingly, and onde in a
vhils, they stop for s rest. These are the men whoge lungs have been "dusted®,
They have ainer's cen®, *si1100618® ns the dostors call 1%, becawss of the silfce
in the dust, Some of these men 09, have tubsroulosis ss well.

. The siners work in & dusty ataosphere, for it i3 hard te
ventilats underground, and hurd rock dust urises from blastiag, chmuu aad
boulder popping. Much of thie dust ig controlled by water, which is used in
drilling end in wetting dowa suak 9{.1.:. ‘

) Inhaling the tiny perticles of sflice dust injures the luul.
* which, irriteted, inflamed and injured by the hard rocy dust, becoms fidretd. 4
scsr-like tissue develops whieh bas nene of the uml elasticity of the lung,
Bresthing 1s impaired, m &8 the disease nttrcks both lungs, thers is a mdul
lowering of vitel power, . Shortnsss of bresth, coughing, loss of weight and wesk-
Dess out into & man's capecity of work whea ‘ataer!s con® or afligosis sttecks hinm,

"Wnerts con® is not wocttou, Rar is it contaglous. It
earries a put Rsdace, however, because of the injured lung, together with lowered
vitelity in the whole bedy, affords an idesd condition for the developuent of
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tuberculosis. It is well known that asn with dusted lungs =re unusuelly susceptidle
to tuterculesis, ®hen this happeus, not only is the miner threstened with early
deeth, or #t least a more hopeless future, but he i3 » source of dunger to others,
bis fellov-vorkers, his fruily nﬁ the community. This infection is 3 faotor of
prise importance to the heolth and hyglene of the cemauanity, | i

The Raszards s bard reck aines =rs se gresy t.ut vhq; 4 wWOrke
or wants lasurance ae pays cxﬁ for it:  age 391 of the Netropolitea rste book
tells the story — “Joplin, Mo. lesd and sime sines, sheet cround ainers; specirl
Cless B; no disrbilivy, mo doudle indemnizy,.*

80§m1 yoors ago the operstors in this pertisular seation,
vaich osntérs around Picher, Okla., and extends up to Joplim, Mo. mnde & staly of
Group insurance. Une clause appesled to thea partizularly, considering the sen
ditions they fsoed in the aining dndustry in the Joplin sector. Greup iasursnce
could be bought without a medfssl exasinstion, regardless of age. fany operators
bought Jroup insurance, sensclous of the £aot that dreup policies gave the miners
¢ fecessity waich cost 80 much under oriinsry cirsumstences they coulda't buy ns
-.ueh protection as they needed.

Another thing that sppenled te the Joplin cperators was the
effective wvork the iotupoum had done elong lines of hetlth axd sanitation.
Nezy of the eperators bought Netrepoliten Group insurance end adbout a yesr xgo the
Netropoliten initiated a2 speclal health service, a cooperetive experiment similsy
in aia to other investizations made by the Cnpay in Franinghan nnd in the
Thetford Kines. ‘

4bout a yesr ago the Policyholers' Service Buresu lesraed
the United States Buresu of Kines would be interested in oxprading the Bureau of
Kines clinic in Picher and ia msking s more intezsive study of health camditions{
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83 the United States Buresu of ¥inss, the Netropolitan, emd the operncors ia the
Tri-State regiom combined forces snd enlarged the existing clinie. As sany of the
opersting mines in the lesd and 3ino fiuld which ceaters srousd Picher, Okls., ex-
tending up te Joplin, Mo., and Baxter Springs, Lsn., sre covered by Greup policies,
the Company was vitally imcerested ia ¢ comnunity heslth probles whish defimitely
effected the mortality and mordisity of its Groups. ‘

A mezorendes yhzch oabodied the suggestion rgr T cooperative
experimsat reached ihe President. “"Tould the Metrepoliten be «dlling te coatribute
an annusl sum for a cliais dn the Picher minlng regice to study silicosis, its
effects and te formulste remedial i@umﬂ'

*Tes,® wms the 1acosic reply ecd the Uetropolitam sgreed o
contribute s annual sppropristion of §8,000, providec the United States Buvesu of
Mines contributed $8,000 and the lveal opervtors, $16,000.

The clinic wus fEnanced for » puricd of ihres years. It of-
fors frsv sedical exszination to all the miners in the district. Its gemersl sur-
2080 is to sxamine miners and diaguose their ceses, s0d t0 carry om educatiomal work
t;nding to elimimate silicosis and tuberculosis.

The bullding which houses the olinic wos milt by the mine
" owners wdiDr. 7. V, Nerivether of the United States Public Heelth Service, cesisted
tya staf? of Government physicisns are condusting it. Oun some days they evzmiue
eighty men ead they mﬂt te exanine fourtesn thousand befors itheir work is through.
Two clerks interrogate the miners snd £411 in the iaforastics on an sxamisation card.
The niners go to the X-ray room whers there chesis are I-ra;od by one of the best
uzchines parchasable, operated by & sikilled techrisian, I..ue n tﬁc afternoon
Dr. Neriwether holds & manfercuce- with the other physiolens, zho Xeray films taken
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the day before sre put on view 2nd sre resd ia cenjunction with the man's higtory of

slinienl findings, and a fins] diegnosis deterained, BE+ch physieian has a special

field of interest in the Muvuttg-uem and $s gathering dats for his pgruuhr-
branch of resesrch. '

Dre 4, J. lonsa, vho was dargely responsible for brmﬁg'm
Netropoliten, the operators and the United States Buresu of ¥ines tezether ia es-
tablishing the Plcher Clinic, says that the cooperstba of the operitors and miners
eugers well for the investigation. "The miners and their fratlies are practically
21l of Americsn stock. They are intelligent, mipqndnt azd industrisus. They
are efficient end individually t-ke out more rock then any other mimers in the
country. Kany of them prosper and it is comEOn szying iu sauthwestern Nissourti
thet every miner is r prospective oparctor. Ths wages »re good,

*It 1s to the interest of the miners, of the oparetors end
the Metrosolitsa, incidentdlly, aince the Conpany has Group insur«nce ou most ef
the minsrs in the regicn, to have @ high degﬁg of ;uitntioa 'l;ﬂ 2004 heslth i
the region.

*lack of funds h:ve prevented meking investigations of sili-
sosis comparable to those carried ea alrudy; but the establishment of the climie
vill result ia & thorough inquiry inte silicosis and its relation te tubercalosis.
¥hen the silicosis prtient becones tuboreulc;t;a. then is the tise to watch the case,
10 see that the people st home and at work do not becoms infected.

-"The Director of the United States Bureaw of Nines has given
Peraission to distribute a leaflet smong the visitors to the clinis which descrides
briefly and simply silicosis nnd tuberculosis, thelr snture snd preventios. It
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rTecomsends 3 physical examinatiom every six manths fsr mea warking in reak dust,
exsminatiens to be given free by geverament doctors ef the heslth alinie,

*is 20 bara cam come fram e mam haviag trus knowledge of -
- his state of health, the sinmers welceas the chanos te aveid long sad ssrious
iliness end hardship. Because the dlinic bas beea in operation » short time,
4ts results cemnot be predicted st presect but goverameat efficials beum‘

that in scope and thoroughness it will stead cut as ous of the most impertant
contributions to industrisl hygieas.*
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