CHICLE DEVELOPMENT CO.,INC

500 FIFT_H AVENUE
NEW YORK

PLEASE ADDRESS ALL COMMUNICATIONS TO THE COMPANY

Foedbruary 26th 1938

Messrs. Helson L. Buok
J«Cs CoOX
WeCo Arkell
P.L. Becker
J.S. Ellithorp
C.W. Dunn
S«C+ Prescot
R.As, Kehoe.

Gentlemeni=

I enclose copy of a letter
from Dr. Cowgill, dated February 24th, in which he gives
me the specifications of the government with reference to
various articles deleterious to food.

In order to be thoroughly
protected et the end of this investigatlion, I would suggest
that you suthorize the examination of the latex which has been
sent up to see if any of these other substances are present
in any appreciable amounts.

Very truly yours,
cHIcLE DEVELOPMENT COMPANY

S 0&?’
resident

SSY-W
Encl.

cos GRC

KE 0366440



NEW YORK

February 24th 1936

¥r.S.S. Yates, President-
" Chicle Development Company
. 600 Fifth Avenue

New York Citye.

Dear Y¥r. Yates,

In emswer to your letter of Februeary llth a8
govermnent tolerances I submi-b the following data.

g about present

t‘cog!];e‘r'and zine

or lion,
fylturel Experiment
en any aoction

Some years ago the U.S. governmental authorities 2%
should not be present in amounts greeter than 50 end
respectivelys Upon consulting Dr. Bailey of the Ttmnectiout Ag
Station I learn that to the best of his howlm e has neve
teken with respect to these partiocular mo‘béla

The other tolersnces that have been dexéi\t&y st and which have served es the
basis for regulatory actions, refer to \zbrine end leed ; the exact
tolersnces for these elemsnts are l.4, l.4 PsPshe respectively. From

time to time in the past these 'h}v subjugted to slight changes as improvements
in the methods of spraying f beexs ¥developed. The figures just given
are the present tolaranoes_.

The research division of th od and Drug 1istration is studying in this con-
nection some other elements ich are presm in foods in relatively minute amountse
Perhaps the most interesting ork along thi line at the present time concerns

in

the element selenium, ch o¢ neoiable emounts in certain soils of the
middle and fameéEe tes, “has been found %o be exiracted end eon~
centreted in certdin plants, otably the wheat plent, with the result that the

plant is rende eﬁ toxie a.nd refore unfit to use eas & foods It would not be sur-
prising if, aflt¢r more rese has been done, some regulations and a ‘tolerance

for selenium should be establigheds When in Washington, Jamuary &nd, Dr. Skinmer,
Director of thé Research Division of the Food snd Drug fdministration, told me
confidentially \:h:;b in a on to gelenium, some other element, at present unidenti-
fied, is responsible T6T ceTtain phencmena of toxioity now being studied in the westem
states by the federal govemment; one guess that was serving as a besis for further
research was that this element might be molybdenum.

From the standpoint of your partiouler problem I think it would be suffiocient to

make e few ohemical analyses of representetive products of interest for the different
metals mentioned above, but most particularly for arsenle and fluorine, beocause these
two ere at present very much at the foous of attention of the government offiocielss
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; -'CIIICLD DDVDLOP\IL‘NT COI\IPANY
500 TIFTH AVENUE
NEW YORK

(2)

- I do . not know to what extent you are interested in the regulations of
foreign countrisss For the manufacturers of certein products that are
exported in large quentities, such foreign regulativns may be of
partioular interests« As an illustration one may ioite the fact that
Austrian regulations specify more than 100 parte per million of tin

as injurious to health; in this particular case, however, there are no
records of motion heving been taken under this regulation. An illustration
of enother kind of reguletion is seen in the Publie ! ’&eal-bh Regula tlons

for the United Kingdome which specifioa113 forbid the addition to articles .

of food for sale of any coloring mestters whioh are cdompounds of

eny of the following metaels; antimony, ersenio, caﬂmiuh\} chromium,

oopper, meroury, lead and zinc.. Many of the ocountries have a law for-
bidding the use of any solder-in"the sealing of a food container which
selder containsg more then 10 peraent of deads It is probably reasonable te
believe thet, if a product mesets all the ‘requirements of the laws of the
United States, 1t is no*t; likely to. enooun‘ber any diffleulty in foreign
countries, ",-- e, T \\\

SN
SN
< -

I hope tmt this" information may prove helpful

to yous

Very truly yours,

“,

cos’ 'bo ¥r, Charles Wesley Dunn -

. b

signed ~ ~ George R. Cowgill,




