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Drastic Cut in Asbestos Exposure Urged
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For VA Hospital Jab

. By QAIL ansou
8tsfl Reporter of THE WiLL STREST JOURNAL
Federal researchers are urging & drastic
reduction ‘in the ocoupational exposure of
more than 250,000 workers to asbestos. &
carcinegen, to ass-tenth of the cur-
t federal ¢tandard Qorcinogens are can-
produclnz’ "of 1nltting agents.
. In an unpgbliahed report, the National In-
-Occupiitional Bafety and Health

mecom| that worker exposure W air
borne y be_limited -to 100,000 fibers
ple ’.I'ltz,h eight hours. In -d-

‘ciibational Sdety and Health Administration
in 1972, ‘st which time industry was given
four years to comply. Plants were required
to set wp improved ventilation systems. In
the interim period, an '‘smergency’” expo
sure standard remained in force after it waa
set by Os:H.A undet preasure from the AFL-
C10.

" The lnsmute recommendations in 1972 o
YOSHA were well beiow those actually car-
tied out. *Our 1972 recommendations were
designed to protect workeu {rom asbestosis,
or chronic lung disease,” says Verne rose,
ingtitute d\rocwr for critsria documentaton,
Ty -?.ruy «trom -cancef, ‘We are
,;:‘.&: un‘ -thé *least detectabls xpo-

level-in the workplace. Thé feason is
At ‘we amtkno\iwnnooummybr
.sale lavel of expodiire over the working life-
time withaat adverse health effects.”-.
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to asbetos dust im the work- "
phce is slashed, industries that use the ma-
Aeetal such sa gonstruction and oll refining.
may come under increaged presmure 10 sub-
stitute noritoxic materiais. Asbestos ts used
tn tireproof textiles,” shingte insulstion, and
thermal piping. smong other products. -
“1t's not possible to estublish a safe expo-
Mre )en! for cu;:inopnlc activity of as
- Joha ¥, Fihkiea, z..m
::her«m emphasis should
biting the occupational
Ose of esbebigsin -other ‘completaly
ciosed operations, and on ssbstituting other
products whenever pooable "
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gbae Soclety. vﬂusuéﬂ workers

1m an asbestars fuctory. Based on that work,
the inatitute concluded that a two-millioa-fi-
bers limit would prevent asbestosls.

However, when the British plant was res-
tudied in 1972, it was found that there was a
greater incidence of asbestoais than the
British standard warranted. In fact, 38% of
the workers exposed for 10 years lo 18 years
had some kind of chest abnormality, and the
rate’ of abnormalitiea increased with the
rate of asbenlos exposure. '

Other studies show an increased morial-
ity rate from cancer among workers ox-
posed Lo asbestos, says John Dement, an in-
stitute industriai hygienist. A British study
publizshed this year showed thal workers ex-
posed.to asbestos from 1833 to 1850 had 1.8
timgs as ‘much chance of contracting lung
cancer as the expected number of cancer
cases in the general population. Mr. Dement
adds that British secientists found that in
workers ‘employed .up to 15 years beyond
1950, during a period when industry im-
proved its engineering controls and technol-
ogy for plant environment. the excess can-
cer case statistics continued to show up.
‘Excess of Cancer Risk’ .

In a South Dakots gold-mine study pub-
lished this year, researchers found that the
440 workers had three times as many cases
of respiratory disease as expected, bused on
the state mortality rates. These workers
were exposed to lesa than 250,000 fibers per
cubic meter in eight hours.

“'We're saying reduce exposures (o ap
bestos) to a bure minimuin because we
| can’t tell you how Jow you have to go to
eliminats a oancer Fiak,” says Mr.

*All gtudies have shown an excess oﬂqucer
risk at 'alf levels of exposure 10 asbeatos.” .

-“The yeason for GSHA reevaluatiny the ash{
bestos standard stems from a 1974 suit by
the AFL-CIO’s industrial union department
sgalnst the'Department of Lahar complain.
3og about several foints.(n the 1972 &xposure,
standard. The.. FLAJO pettianed for

changes to be made ta tha'requined medical
records that employers maintain on work-

ers, and 1t requested that the Uimetabie for
lowering . asbestos _exposure umntc.be‘
stepped up. .

" The federal cqurt of appes in wmung

ton, D.C.. directed OBHA ¢ reconsider those
two provisionx of the standurd At that timne,

the ensorcemer agency dectded the stan
dard posweibly waan't protective snough of
asbestos workels® heslth and {t decided w
repropose the ‘enidte standard: beyond:the

court disectve says an. eamull.

O8HA enlisted the ald of the Natonal In-
stitute for Occupational Safety and Health in

‘4

[

1the r sluation to stydy w research de-
velopmients and_ lore advances in protec-
‘tve ngiogy as they related.to asbestos

| pxposure. The DSHA spokesman said the
agency will hold public hearings early next
year on proposed.revised siandards before
promulgating the linal rule.
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By o WALL STREXT JUCRNAL Staff Reporter
DALLAS-Centex Corp. said its J W.

$19.1 million for the second phase conatruc-
tion of a 400-bed mphcem«rrhosplw at the
Veterans Administration Holpltal in Colum-,
his, 8.C

Centex soid Bateson's \vork Mll be per-
fdrmed by {is subsidiary, Cardina) Contract-.
ing Co.,
lurrhmg the initial emutnx:mn work

GM Agrees to Gwe

To Safety‘
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By a Wall. Srusnlocmn. Btctfkm
WASHINGTON - General Motors Carp.
notified & federal - occupational Thealth
agency that It will furnish many of the rec-
ords on worker exposure (o lead that the
agency had threatened to subpoena.
The National Insdtute for Occupmanal
Satety and Health said GM's medical direc-
tor, Dr Robert C. Weincek, notified the
agency that the data would be made avaih
able ut a meeting pext month. *“We are oon-
it the which will be submitted
rqﬁect mgmm with employe health’
| dafety, W' fﬂmt ooly a fair and ob-
kpﬂyjl of & data,” the letler de;

clared
Federal oﬂicmu hope- D\e GM records,

determine whether there iz a relationship

ords involve GM's Muncie, Ind., Delco-
Remy lead battery plant. In late November,

tastitute offftials ssMhihey were considering

declined 1w ake them available.

The company saud ¥ would furnish mont:
wrig duta from 1878 L0 1976, a8 well as a.
atudy of women employed at the plant trom
1972 to 1875 It wlac sgreed Lo discuss sub-,

1! would e«plam ‘aumerous factors which
"limil the use of the data in conducting the
‘study the institute has in mind. .

Ordered for New Utilities |

Hy a W ALL STHEKT JOUKNAL 8eaff Reporter -

WASHINGTUN — The Federa! En-~
ergy Administration intgnds o require
20 proposed electmc utility plants to he F
bullt with the capability to burn coal.

\Jacquin Aides Fined

For Not Assisting
SEC Liquor-Inquiry

The latest FEA orders are part of'a .
" federdl program to require utilities to
burn abundant coul, rather than the
more-scarce supplies of oil and natural
Kas. to generite electricity The ugency
alrendly has anoounced its intention to
order 122 ‘other nroposed power plants
o burn coal. anc has epquired T4 exisy-
ing plants o coavert © coal trom oll
aid pas

If 41l the FEA orders are carried
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Bateson Co. unit was awarded a contract of”

the concern that is wrrendy m, §

LeadrExposuteDaId;'
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which go back more than 2 years, will help |

between lead levels ln. workplace alr and
lead levels found in workers' dlood. The rec- { °

| -subpoenaing | thaqccords because GM had,)

| 'mis#ion of the earlier data. GM added that

Coal-Burning Capabzhty
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