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vinyl-chloride

By DENNIS POLITE
Lesisvite Tiees Sttt Wreater
Twe B. F. Goodrich Co. plant on Bells
hne s=2y4 3t wil upgrade its moiloting
#andards for workers who are. exposed
to viny) chloride.

The Tedaral Occupstional Saleiy’ aad
Health Administration (OSHA) cited the
plant last month for failure o properiy
mohiter \forter exposure to vinyl chlor-
ide,

The Gilation was issued afier an earlier
wis tito the piant by a federal oocups.
tional bygenist,

Goodiath has

citstion, and wili bring its moaiforiag pro--
redure for workers iato line with the fed-
eral siendard, 1o Frank Fiua-
Fan, wer OSHA direcior. He ssid
mmymvuympmhwc. o

Wyw-m coeperative

-pecdxczlb‘ “the citation cbuged that -
the company failed “to monitor & sufff-
‘elent pumbder of employes so that & repre-
seatative samplz of exposure to mu.l
chloside may be Setermined.”

Flanaged's ofiice empbasized, 8 d:d'
the company, that it &id not find exposure
Ievels sbove the governument slandard.
when it visited the plant. The standard
is no more than 50 paris of vinyl chloride
pes million parts of air.

Vinyi chloride i3 a gas. 1t is used in the

prodsction of polyvinyl chioride, a build-
Inpbivck {07 many plastivs,
. Exposure to vinyl chieride is thoaght
to tause the rare jiver Cancer, angiosar-
toma There have been six deaths of for-
er Goodrich workers !m-n that cancer
_sipce 3955,

The 1atest death was uyncovered re-
cently. Two oiher workers, both living,
30 ha\! the cancc:

Sn.ﬂr: mapal!"s action

; Yiﬂ!ldﬂoﬁd‘iﬂthew
deﬁéednﬂ!ocoﬂeath' 2
- yosing even beyond tbat vequied in tbe

- lem

'n 53 3t did not contest the OSHA oita- £

B. Osborne
P, Kenney - A, L. Hatfield
Greene

monn‘onng

amoeam of exposire 10 workers, ard m B e
ditons far moniloring eapssure. The
standsrd was 500 paris per million; § wag &
changed to 50. I
1t wag 2 portion of this 1emporary fan- s
dard of which Goodmh was found in vio. i:
istion.
‘The standard Fequires In parl that -
wortess wear & mositoring device -of ;.
their eniforms 10 fecod the monni oL E .

Goodsich bad monitoring devices, but R
pone of the type called lor in the gas-{- . - -

Asum&thcmpaws:ﬂ “The
company pointed ost to OSHA teal-in
addition 1o personnel moniloTitg, B. T,
-Goodrich bas bren doing extensive momni-

stand ‘I’d—" .

~gaid 1t iy faslalling the 3.
a5 calied for in the stasderd &
lon’inawmsc‘uttbemaztu;'
- prow : '

r:muﬂ said the visit 10 Goodrich by dr -
ihe hyziecist was Prompled by the com- i
pany’s ipvojvement with viayl chloride. - &

He s3id the chemdeal is a “target healih
hazard” 30d 35 such gots specisi attention
- {rom beatth snd safety officials. .

1t was added 10 2 list which conteins (£
such things a3 asbeioy and Jerd, afier it F7 -

wag determined that exposure to wiayl ;& . -
chimde possidiy cavsed cancer, Flame- :§
o t3id.

Although Rentucky has ils own occups
tional bealth angd safely standadrs, Flans- :
Zon said, the temporery standard on vinyl )b .
chioride » rol among the slate mu- ;

Istions. |,

Since ‘the federal standard is :aore
“siringent. it “applies to Goodrich mhcr
ihan & st2te role, he said

: ‘hen Goodrich announced in Jamm-v Under e federal ru}e. Goodrich mm
lsl‘ 1 suspected that W to W‘ ample exposure no 1t freguently tm
chloride edused the cancer, it spfrked » -mu\ ontil it gets: results showing the |
number of attions by geveTament snd 1he  jpye] below 50 paris pes miilion pases of |
industry. , air for three conscutive weeks. Then the
- (e of the Wmni 3 ”uon’ was 1o . m‘ o be done mmmb’ a ]ong
instzll 2 temporary siandard 02 the 405 resdings are above 0.
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