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ber of lccalized incidents of con-
tamination each year that we
m;s :m' about.” of S .
Mo., mﬁ invented the chemical
in 1929, has issued scores of
releases and sent its top of

on gozens of speaking tours to de-
nounce what it calls PCB

““The hazards of PCBa to hu-
mans have been greatly exagger-

. ated. PCBs are not human can-

s s g

i pany's

cer-causing agents and they are
not deadly toxins. PCBs are con-
sidered only mlldly toxic on ln
acute basis when ingested by hu-
mans about on the same order as
common table salt,’" said John H.
Craddock, manager of the com-
product and environment
sa!et dmson

he public has been unfairly

alarmed about PCB, and that's
because officials in the govern-
ment corcr?letely ovema ed and
chose P kind of toxic
scapegoat,”” Craddock said.
But what exactly is PCB used
for and why is so much ot u
arouud - nn estimated 750
lion ?
Since 1929 it has been used as a
cooling il in nearly all electrical
things because it was extremely
successful at greventing fires.
Even though PCB was banned in
1379 when Congress approved the
Toxic Substances Control Act, the
law allows a five year phase-out

race lreﬂod That means that

B-filled appliances and equip-
mnll be in use around the

unti

PCB’s blggest consumer has
beerr the utility industry, which
uses the unique chemical to cool
its huge electrical transformers

and capacitors. The chemical is
50 extraordinary that nothing
be found to replace it for
many years. For that reason, offi-
cials with the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency say, it was not
outlawed until 1979, even

its toxic dangers were known
- the late 1960s.

PCB was a laboratory break-
through because it had so many
desirable quauuu The compound
was ¥ in water,
to biological and chemical de-
struction and could tolerate ex-
tremely high temperatures with-
out changing its chemical form or
igniting. It did not freeze nor did
it boil. It could insulate hot elec-
trical coils without conducting
current, and it satisified "er‘y
government safety code when it
came Lo electrical fire prevention.

Then, in 1975, a two-year test
study on female rats linked the

hemical to liver . Hun-
of articles were written, all

dreds
: labeling the chemical a cancer

- many ind

agent, ln% tl;: hym‘lbm
rea ore ca

.d.m.f research now shows that
PCB may not cause cancer in hu-
mans and does not conclusively
cause cancer in rats, either.

After that batch of studies,
officials breathed
a sign of relief. And as for the

. bioaccumulation fear, a recent

‘_ audy on fish in the Great Lakes

showed that toxic chemicals are
not inherited. In other words,

bloaccumulation of compounds
' Im PCB D passed

DT are not
generation to generation.
Unlonmuly. no one knows
t happens to le who are

blood tests, there’s no way to de-
termine how much PCB each of
us has in our bodies. Monsanto
Co. “wanted to stop production of
PCB in 1975, but the EPA asked
us not to because there was noth-
ing to use in its place,” Craddock
said, “The EPA thought that tak-
ing PCB off the market without a
suitable replacement chemical
would have a catastrophic effect
on the nation's utility industry
and would cause widespread
power outales. he said.

What's been the result of all the
lbl‘ooplauover polychlorinated

yls?

Amnﬁni to nearly all govern-
maent and induatry officials con-
ucud by Gag’n.eu News Sorvwe,

Over the years, chemists have' -
come up with two such replace-;
ments: silicones and a .chemical’
called dioctylphthalate, or DOP,
which is being used as a PCB sub-
stitute in electrical capacitors.

Some of that replacement is go-
ing on now, even though the EPA
ruled that electrical equipment
does not have to contain non-PCB
fluids until that equipment be--
comes faulty or malfunctions. -

Even though PCB is on its wny
out, the toxin trauma that the na-
tion's electrical industry has gone
through is far from over. In lact,
many utility officials fear that it.
may only have begun. Their fears’,
m basodhon at;ﬂ results recently

Slm 1977 the nation's unllty
companies have been searching
for an adequate substitute for

3

| Cancer
Imutuu 'he resulls show that

one of the non-PCB reg::e’m,
10 cause cancer in femnale rats. |
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