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The only d ato  c ircu la ted  to date in  regards asbestos free  pack iu gs/gatk ets  
Is the Engineering S p ecifica tion  chat was released  for g r a fo ll item packing.
T h is , o f  co u rse . Is  applicable to  e ith e r  Iroa or Eteel waives but the prime 
a p p lic a t io n , because o f co st . Is w ith s t e e l  v a lv e s . The purpose o f  the • 
In str u c t io n  was to put Into p ra ctice  a standard, method for furn ish ing  
a sb esto s  fr e e  packing when requested by a cuscomer.
I f  you have a custooer that wants asbestos free  gaskets in  a Lind.torque 
op era to r , theo th is  fs  a subject for  n eg o tia tio n  between the 1 .0 . Purchasing 
Dcportocnt and Limitorque. I f  n ecessary, you can always change th ese prior  
to  shipment to  your customer.
1 httve not recetved any correspondence from D.Jahnkc regarding gasket sheets  
co n ta in in g  asb estos . I f  there are corporate p roh ib ition s on asb estos gaskets  
Sad packing in Crane p la n ts , then a l l  the va lv e  p lants are In trou b le.
1 f u l ly  ap precia te the need for avoidi-ig a healch hasard. Some o f  our customers 
p erce iv e  th e  workplace health regu lation s in  a very s t r i c t  way and are banning 
th e use of asb estos in  any for::. So far th is  i s  a M inority, but a slow ly  
growing one. -
The a sb esto s  used in  gaskets/packing i s  entrapped so thac few, i f  any, 
f ib e r s  art- re leased . The- health h rzerc , as 1 u oie fitsr .c  i t ,  comes above 
when a sb esto s  i s  inhaled in  r e la t iv e ly  large amounts, regu larly  and over 
an extended tim e. This environment docs not prevail in our va lv e  p la n ts  for 
workers handling gaskets and packing.
Few s u b s t itu te s  are av a ilab le  and there cannot withstand the range o f  cempera- 
to r e s ,  co rro s io n , strength  and impact o f the asbestos m a ter ia ls . We may end 
up w ith a number o f ta ilored  su b stitu te s  to  meet the range o f  a p p lic a tio n  
covered by asbestos alon e. This could be a d l f f i c u l t  Inventory problem.
V.'e have been doing lite r a tu r e  « v io la tio n s  and d iscu ssin g  su b stitu te  products 
with vendors. Thlr ir  a screening process as a preamble to  s e le c t io n  o f 
m ater ia ls  for  q u a lif ic tt io n  te s tin g  o f su b stitu te  packings and g a sk e ts .
U n til we lo c a te  acceptable a lter n a te s , or u n t i l  there i s  a p ro h ib ition  on the 
use of ashescos gaskets and packings (e ith er  by OSliA/EPi Or cuflocier p re feren ces), 
we arc forced  to  coacinue sp ecify in g  the proven asbestos tea ce r ia l  in  our products.

t-TJMcL; Ip
cc; M essrs. K. T. Liner 

C. U. Martin 
V.  E- L ivingston  
E. L. S t i l l  
V. C. Kalonc

CRNYMCKE3064


