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Your letter 2/26/El

The only datz circulated to date {n regsrds asbestos free packings/gackets
15 the Engineexing Specification char vas ieleased for grafoil stem packing.
This, of course, {c applicable to either {ron or steel valves but the prime
application, because of cost, is with sreel valves. The purpose of the
fostrucclon was to put into praccice a standard method for furniahing
asbestos free packing when requested by a cuscomer.

1f you have & customer that vents asbestos free gaskets in & Limitorque
opersator, theo this (s a subject for negorfstion between the 1,0. Purchasing

Deparcaent aud Limitorque. 1f accessary, you cno always change these prior
to shipment €0 your customer.

1 Luve not veceived any correspondence frow D.Jahoke regarding gasker sheets
coutaining asbestos. 1f therc are corporate prohibitions on asbestos gaskecs
and packing in Crane plants, then all the valve plants are in trouble.

1 fully appreciace the need for avoidirg a healch hazard. Some of our custowerc
perceive the workplace health regulations in a very strict way and are banning

the use of asbestos In any form. So fer this is a winority, but a slovly
groving one, )

The asbestos used $u goskets/packing ir entvapped se that few, if any,

fibers ave relessed. Tne health horard, as 1 undedstand it, comes shou:
vhen asbestos L5 inhaled in relatively large amovaots, regularly and over
an extooded time. Tais enviromment does not prevail is our valve plants

for
vorkers handling geskets and packing.

Few substitutes are available and these cannor vithstaod the vange of tempera-
tures, corrosion, strenfth and impact of the asbestos materisls. Ve may enc
up wicth a number of tallered subsritures to meet che range of applicatien
covered by asbestor alone. This could be a-difficult ioventory problec.

¥e have been doing literatuve evaulations and discuseing substigute procucte

with vencdors. Thif iz & screcaing process as a preasble to selection of
macerial: for qualificerion testing of substitute packings and paskers,

Uncil ve locate acceptable altermates, or until there is a probibtition oa the

use of ashestos gashete and packiggs (either by QSHAJEPL or cuftomer preferences},
ve are forcec 1¢ continue gpecifyiog the proven asbestos waterist tu our products.
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