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STIPULATTIONS

It is agreed by and between the parties
that all objections, except as-  to the form of the
question, are reserved to be raised at the time of

trial for the first time,

It is further agreed by and between the
parties that all motions to strike unresponsive
answers are also reserved to be raised at the time of

trial for the first time.

It is further agreed that the deponent
will read and sign the deposition and that the

sealing of the said deposition will be waived.

It is further agreed by and between the
parties that notification to all parties of the
receipt of the original deposition transcript is also

hereby waived,
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Ruth G. Griffith, the Deponent having been
previously sworn, deposes and says as follows:

CONTINUED DIRECT EXAMINATION BY MR. RENDINI

Q. Ms. Griffith, this is a continuation of
your deposition which was first taken -- which began
on May 9th, 1990. Do you understand yourself still
to be under oath?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay.

MR. MINOFF: Same stipulations
obviously as last time.
MR. RENDINI: Obviously.

Q. (By Mr. Ren@ini) Ms. Griffith, you said a
few ﬁinutes ago there was sometﬁing vyou wanted to
clear up in terms of answers to -- from the previous
deposition?

A. Yes, 1 would like to correct one of ny
responses. It appears on page 128 of the transéript,
9th 1iﬂe. Your question begins on the 9th line. The
question that begins: Have you ever made any clains
against Monsanto?

Q. Yes. Would you like to add something to

your answer or change something?
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A. Na. I would like to add something to my
answer and I would like to clarify. You asked the
gquestion in two different ways and the operative
word, not -- as a layman for me is "claims."

"Have you ever made any claims against
Monsanto as a result of unsafe working conditions or
conditions which you feel threatened employee
healtﬂ?"

And when I asked: "You mean personally,
my own health, or somecone else's," you rephrased the
question: "You personélly ~= your health‘or soﬁeone
else's health -- have you ever made a formal or
informal complaint to Monsanto?"

Nﬁw, my answer: "My own health, no," is
in response to the question phrased using the word
"e¢laims," which means to me a legal, yéu know,
something that's serious, written and way beyond the
word "complaint." That might not be a legal
distinction but to me the word "c¢laims" means
something different. My response: "My own heaith,
no," is in response to the claims.

The correct answer, my corrected answer to

the second question: "Have you ever made a formal or
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informal complaint to Monsanto?" My own health, ves.
I've made complaints to Monsanto since -- from 1943
to 1982 on a regular basis.

Q. Are those complaints or were those
complaints all of the same nature or did they cover a

variety of different topics?

A. This involves health, safety and health.
Q. Okay. But did they -- Within the topic of
health, dida they cover —~-- was it about one subject or

many different subijects?

A, No, mostly about inadequate ventilation
but involved several different chemicals and working
conditions.

Q. Can you describe these complaints or do
you remember any of them specifically?

A, I can describe the earlier one because
I'll never forget it. It was a long periocd where I
had hgadaches every day, which must have been in '44
or very close to that. I worked for many hours evefy
day on an open bench yith ether and acetone, very
involved gravimetric tests.

| I started going to the plant hospital to

get, not aspirin but whatever they were doling out
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down there. And I think around the second week I saw
the doctor and he said, Well, if you have continual

headaches you should go to a doctor to take care of

it. And I was real irritated and I explained to him
exactly -~ and I c¢ould find this in my medical
record. The only reason I got a headache was -- is

because of the job I was on and the job was
rasponéible for my headache. I didn't have any
headache outside of work and when I went out to get
fresh‘air even in a lab it disappeared. I said, If
you could improve the ventilation I wouldn't have
headaches. And then he asked me what I was working
on. The next day that operation was put inside of a
hood and my headaches disappeared.

Q. Did you have any complaints with regard to
health subsequent to that?

A. On the same problem of headaches?

Q. | Well, oﬁ ény health complaint, trying to
run through them sequentially?

A, Oh, vyes. You see, one of the problens, we
wefe so well trained, we were spooked about the
dangers‘of everything we were working with,

principally, the fire hazards; however, not health

RSV0022740
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hazards, fire hazards. But most of us believed if we
got a headache or we got sick to our stomachs when we
were working with something that was the cause., We
associated one with the other whether it was true or
not.

So they hammered into us the dangers and
then when we confronted the dangers and suggested a
way of getting away from it, sometimes it was
resented but it was usually changed. If a remedy was
simple it was changed. It just needed pointing out
at the time., I can remember one about wvinyl chloride

that occurred to me as I was reading this yesterday,

again, about ventilation.

As I mentioned before, we had to share a
downdraft hood with the men or the analyst who was
working on the vinyl chloride monomer and because
some of the excess monomer was poured on the screen,
the screen became clogged and up through towards the
motor became clogged'through the ductwork. So the
draft was negligible. And other analysts who had to
work on that screen say with benzene or chloroform or
some other heavier-than-air solQents complained

because the hood wasn't operating right. So the
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hood -- After a while the hood got cleaned out, had
to been ¢leaned out periodically or sometimes a cloth
put over the screen would obstruct it. I can

remember complaining about that sgveral times.

Q. When was that?

A. It was in 3 Lab so that puts it before
'68.

0. Can you describe for me the configuration

of the hood that you'wve been talking about?

VAL It was a bench-top hood. It was designed
for heavier-than-air solvents, fumes. The working
area was a large screen. I think it was a sheet

metal frame and you worked on the hood and the
benzene or chloroform, whatever it was, from the
beakers would be pulled down through the screen and
from the exhaust they had extrusion through for out,
up to the top of the ductwork. It would be pulled
out up through the ductwork into the -- into the
Indian Orchard air.

Q. So the screen, in other words, formed your
work surface?

A. Yes.

Q. And the fumes were sucked out through the

RSV0022742
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A. Yes.

Q. And therefore away from you?

A. Yes. And it was about -~ I don't Know --
5 feet or 5 feet long.

Q. Okay. Now, you said before when you were

talking about the previous complaint that they

hammered the dangers of these various chemicals into

you?

A. ,O0h, yves, all the time.

0. Who were you referring to?

A. Each department had safety mesetings and I
think the lab was probably more conscious than any
other group because they worked with everything, not
only chemicals that were used in the plant but
re-agents, you know, that labs use. And it was so
-eagsy to have an aceident mixing them or something so
the lab really spent a lot of time trying to educate
the analyst who worked there.

Q. Now, aside from the one instance that
you've just described to me about vinyl chloride
monomer, did you ever make any other .health

complaints that involved vinyl chloride monomer?

R8V0022743
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A. I may have when I got to 10 Lab, the new
lab, when we started doing monomer testing there
because the basement was so hot before they got the
air conditioning going the second year. But it
was —-- it would have been a general -- I would have
to think about that. I probably ~-- We used to Have a
safety log where people logged in suggestions or
complaints about specific¢ safety hazards. In fact, I
started it.

Q. Where was that log kept?

A. In the 10 Lab.

Q. How recently?

A. Well, it started in '67 or so and went
just a couple years. It didn't last very long.

Q. Do you know if thaﬁ log was maintained
anywhere?

A. No.

0. Do you recall any other complaints éither

by'yourself or people that you knew compiaining of

‘headache or nausea from exposure to chemicals?

A. . You mean outside the lab?
Q. Anywhere really.

A. Yes.
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Q. Okay.
A, Yes,
Q. Do you recall any of those incidents

specifically?

A. I recall being told of several occasions
where men had passed out inside the vinyl chloride
kettles. I remember one area mechanic, Bill Cook
Sr., who pulled out Jean Duprey, D-U-P-R-E-Y. That
was in the early fifties I think.

And then several other stories. I heard
most of these stories fromFHé}old Williams who took
care of the safety problems over in that area. He
became the chief steward and he handled a lot of
safety complaints.

Q. So your knowledge about the difficulties
in the vinyl chloride kettles is froﬁ conversations
with Mr. Williams?

A, No, it'% -- I heard that long before I
heard that from Harold. I heard it from his son I

think, Bill Cook, Jr.

Q. Okay. Bill Cook, Jr., is that his name?

A, Yes.

Q. And, of course, his father is the Bill
RSV0022745
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Cook, Sr. that you referred to before?

A. Yes., Bill Cook, Sr. is no longer 1living.
His son is retired.

Q. Do you know where the Jr. Mr. Cook is -now
living?

A, He lives in I believe Belchertown. His
last Christmas card was from Belchertown.

Q. You wouldn't happen to have an address for
him, would you?

A. No. 1It's a box number I think.

Q. What about Mr, Williams, is he still

&, No, he isn't.

Q. Did you hear any stories about
difficulties with the kettles or men fainting in the
kettles f£rom anyone else?

AL It seems to me every time you talked with
somebody who worked in that area you heard something
about someone being affected by it.

0. Who were the individuais that you knew

that worked in that area?

A. Let's see. I have to look up a list of

people  who worked there,
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Q. Okay. If you --

A, {Interposing) Harold Mufray was one of
them, Paul Cullinan, Vito Martea, M-~A~R-T-E-A. Most
cf them dead. Almost all of them are dead. Are you
looking for someone who is living?

Q. If there is anyone living.

MR. MINOFF: What area are we
talking about specifically?
THE WITNESS: Carl Rehm, R-E-H-M.

MR. RENDINI: Speaking about people

who worked in the kettles.

THE WITNESS: He was foreman of the

kettles.

Q. (By Mr. Rendini) Did you ever inspect the
kettles yourself?

A. Not really. The only time I remember
going into one of the kettles was -- was I think 92
and I just went in to the first floor.

I've seen kettles. If you've seen one
you've seen them all. And I saw the inside of 92
Building on TV. That's the first time I had ever
seen it. They had a news segment or a weekly series

on Monsanto and they included some shots inside. One
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of them was inside 92 Building. It was the first
time I had ever been inside where the kettles are.

Q. Do you remembher when that was, the
television —-

A. I'd have to look it up. '79 maybe, I just
don't have a handle on that right date.

Q. Was this a iocal news report?

i. It was Channel 40. What are the call
letters? I can't remember the call letters.

MR. MINOFF: GGB? /
THE WITNESS: GGB, vyes.
By the way, 92 Building was used for two
entirely different processes.

0. (By Mr. Rendini) Okay. I was just -—--
Thank you for reminding me. It was a question I was
thinking of asking.

A, Yes,

Q. I know we spoke in the last section about
the buildings you had seen and where the kettles were

located. Could you just refresh my memory, what

buildings were the kettles located?

A. The first one was 86 Building, then 88, 84

and 92.

RSV0022748
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Q. Now, during your employment were they
always located in all four buildings or did it change
over time?

A, It exchanged.

0. How did it change?

A, | Well, in the case of 86, which is the
first one, half of the building was polystyrene and
the other half was polychloride. And after they had
an explosion they hurried up building a separate
building for vinyl chloride, which was 88 Building.

0. So when was the explosion if you recall?

A. ‘51 or '53, I forget which.

Q. Then Building 88 was built?

A. Yes, yes. I think they were about to
build it anyway or they were in the process but they
certainly hurried it up after that.

Q. So was Building 88 devoted entirely to the
VCM process?

A. Yes. And the others were also until PVC
closed. Then they converted 92 Building to what they
call barrier resins.

Q. So Building 88 came on board around 1953

RSV0022749
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F ‘ 1 A. Around there I would say.
2 Q. What about Buildings 84 and 92, when did
3 they start the VCM process in those buildings?
4 A. I would have to look that up. I don't
5 know. Around that same time I would sav. 92
6 probably was the —-- No, it was 84. 92 was the last
7 one I guess but it wasn't too many years after that.
8 Q. I believe we've mentioned Mr. Rehm's name
9 before but let me ask you this: Do you know where
10 he's located now?
11 A. He lives in Holyoke.
;_! 12 Q. - Do you know his address?
|
13 A. No, I don't.
14 : Q. Do you remember any other complaints of
15 any symptoms, be it fainting or headache or nausea,
’ ie involving VCM?
17 MR. MINOFF: From whom?
18 | MR. RENDINTI: Well, from anyone that
19 she knows.
20 MR. MINOFF: Complaints made to her
21 or to someone else?
22 - MR. RENDINI: Okay. Well, let me --
' 23 MR. MINOFF: A little vague.
® |
RSV0022750
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Q. (By Mr., Rendini) I mean the gquestion to
be a broad one but the gquestion is: Do you recall
ever hearing or ever being involved in an incident in
which there was a complaint of headache or nausea or
some other physical symptom because of physical
exposure to VCM other than the ones, of course, that
you've already described?

A. Well, I have my own. I got terrible
headaches when I was using the full face shield when
it was so hot in the basement. But all I did was
take it off and go away for a while and came back.

But I -~ Every time I met somebody when I
was working in Saflex, which was 99 Building. During
my last ten years at Monsanto the building had
nothing to do with PVC but a lot of men who used to
work -at PVC were transferred or bumped into jobs in
99 Building so we had practically half of the
population in 99 were exX-PVC workers. And it seems
every time we talked about working conditions,
whether it was 85 Building in processing or in the
kettles, somebody had a story about either somebody
passing out, getting high or gettiné sick. I mean

this was very -- this was common. I don't know

RSV0022751
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whether they were repeating the same single incident
but it seemed to me, getting it all at once, that it

was a8 common occurrence.

Q. Do you recall any specific person who told

you such & story?

A. I'd have to think about it. I'd have
to -—- I can't recall. Some of the men I probably
didn't even know their names; we met in the smoking
rocoms or something. Offhand, I can't picture any of
them specifically.

Q. During your employment at Monsanto did you
ever make any complaints about health affects caused
by expesure to any chemical other than vinyl chloride
monomer?

A, Pf&bably.

Q. Do you remember such a complaint?

A, I can remember just one but there were
probably many of them that made me il1l,

Q. Okay. What's the one you remember?

A. It was cresylic acid, C-R-E-S-Y-L-I-C, I
guess. My spelling isn't too good.

I was running a distillation range on it

and it went dry. And as I assembled -- disassembled

RSV0022752
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the apparatus I got a whiff of the fumes that were

left, just the fumes that were left on the bottom,

and it made my very ill. I had to go to the nurse's.
0. When was that?
A. I don't -~ I'd have to look it up. It's
in my medical record. A lot of the safety reports,

if you can remember them and you did report them, you
were Qupposed to report everything to the medical.
You weren't -- Now, evén a headache, nausea, burn,
cut, anything. In fact, I know a man who got fired
because he didn't go. So that's a pretty‘good %ay of
checking updates. Offhand, I can't tell you. It was

in '67 maybe, around there.

Q. It was in the sixties sometime?
A. Yes, late sixties.
Q. Were you yourself exposed to any other

chemicals that caused you to have some sort of

painful or unpleasant symptom?

A. Many times, many chemicals.
0. Do you recall any other specific instance?

A. DMF I remember, That's the last one I
remember, dimethyl formamide. That's the chemical I

was told was fetal toxic.

RSV0022753
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Q. When did you come into contact with the
DMF?

A. The first time in 10 Lab before '70 but
the last time in Saflex Lab.

Q. What is the particular incident to which
you're referring?

A. I was use using it. We use to clean out
Fenske pipettes. It's a glass apparatus used to
pressure viscosities. And it spilled on the bench
and I got sick cleaning it up.

Q. Are you talking about nauseous?

A. Mm-hrm.

Q. About when did that occur?

A, Seventies, late seventies I would say.

Q. Do you recall any other such instances of
exposure that involved you personally?

A. There are so many. You ask anyone who

worked in the lab and there are just =--.'I couldn't

possibly recall all.

Q. Just the ones that actually stand out?
A, . That is what I mean, ves.
Q. Are there any other -- Strike that.

Are there any others that stand out in

RSV0022754
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your mind? If there aren't, that's fine.

A. Well, I can remember quite a few but T
can't remember the name of the c¢hemical. It was a
mercaptan (phonetic) something. I can't remember the

right name.

0. All right. Do you ever remenmber any other
incidents that you witnessed involving someone else
in which there was a chemical exposure leading to
some physical symptom or sickness?

A, Yes. A man on a shift I was working on.
passed out from fumes on, I think it was what they
¢all a bubble extruder.

Q. Do you recall what chemical was involved?

A. It was fumes from‘the PVC. No, wait. Was
it PVC then? No, it was styrene then, styrene of
some type.

Q. Do you remember who the man was?

A. His last name was Pittsley,

P~I-T-T-S-L-E-Y, Ralph.

Q. And do you remember what his job was?
A. He was same as mine, lab analyst.
Q. Do you recall where this incident
occurred?
RSV0022755
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A. It was the basement of 10 Lab. It was at
night.

Q. What was Mr. Pittsley doing at the time?

A, I'm not positive but I think he was

extruding polystyrene in what they call a bubble
extruder or some type of extruder. Either that or he
was extruding PVC. They d4id both down there.

Q. But you don't know which it was?

A. It was a very small lab-type extruder. I
just can't remember which product he was working on.
He normally worked on PVC but they had changed over,

Q. Do you remember approXimately what year

this was?

A. Well, I was in 10 Lab so it had to be from
‘65 to '70.
Q. Do you remember what happened to Mr.

Pittsley; was he given medical attention?

A. I think they called an ambulance finally.
In fact, I complained about the length of time it
took to get him ;ttention.

Q. . Was anything done to change the

conditions -- change working conditions because of

that incident?

RSV0022756
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1 A. I think there were some, ves. I think
2 there was some action.
3 Q. Do you know what that action consisted of?
4 Al I think they did a study. I can't
5 remember specifically. I guess he probably would
6 remember, T don't.
7 Q. Do you recall any other incidents that you
3 witnessed?
9 aA. I can remember suggesting that people
1p go —-- We were always told to go for a walk. I
11" | remember that if we were getting woozy, I can
12 remember suggesting that to a couple of people who
13 looked like they were pale or gray or something but I
14 can't remenmber saying anything specific.
15 Q. Do you recall what caused you to say that
16 or what led up to their being pale and gray?
17 A, Usually it involved heat of some kind, if
’ 18 I recall, sometime in the summertime where the
19 beginning of the fumes ~- Well, the fumes were higher
20 in the summertime and I seemed to associate that.
21 Q. bo yYyou recall any of these. instances
22 specifically?
23 A. Not offhand. If I thought about it long
RSV0022757
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enough I probably could.

Q. All right. Ms. Griffith, it would seem so
from some of the previous answers but let me ask you
the guestion: Have you read through the transcript
of the previous session of this deposition?

A, . Yes, I d4id yesterday.

0. And do you recall the exhibits we referred
to inlthe previous deposition?

a. Mm-hmm.

Q. I'm going to call your attention again to

Exhibit Number 5 and especially the xerox pages of

your notebook. Do yvou recall that?
A. Yes, I do.
Q. All right.

MS. BURGER: You are referring to
the 13th page of that exhibit.

MR. RENDINI: Is this the 13th page,
okay.

Q. {By Mr. Rendini) Referring now to the
13th page of that exhibit in which on the left-~hand
side of the page, those are some notes that we've
spoken about before, correct?

A. ' Yes, we have.
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Q. And those are your notes, are they not?

A. Yes.

MR. MINOFF: Just hold on for a
second.
MR. RENDINI: Sure. (Pause)

Q. (By Mr. Rendini) Now, we have here, as we
discussed in the previous session, several names such
as Dow and ‘Conco and what's the third name there?

A. Goodrich.

Q. , Okay. We have several names followed by
numbers, co;réﬁt?

A. Mm~-hmm.

Q. And just so that it's very clear on the
record, could you tell me again where you got the
information that you recorded in your notes here?

A. That information came from individual data
sheets in the East Control Lab that had been filled

out by an analyst testing vinyl chloride monomer.

Q. And when did you go to those data sheets?
A. Well, it must have been '81.

0. And the data sheets were kept where?

A, In the Fast Control Lab which was then in

10 Building.

RSV0022759
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Q. And were they kept in any sort of volume
oY boOX ©or how were thef kept?

A. At that time they had changed the format
to large, you know, regular letter-size pages that

were pink, from the small data books that were about

that size. (Indicating)

Q. The size of the "Faith Hope & $5,000"
book?

A. Yes., It seems to me at the time I started

testing we were uging these data sheets and then I
did get this inforﬁétfon from the data sheet, '68.

Q. So the information that's on page 13 of
Exhibit 5 is from a data sheet?

A, Yes, whether it was in that form or on the

pink sheet, yes.

Q. And those data sheets weré kept in the
East Lab?

A, Yes.

Q. And this was in 1981 that you went and you

made these notes?
A. . Yes,
Q. Now, as I understand it, the data sheets

themselves were drawn from tags that were put on the

RSV0022760
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A. Yes, yes. The identification that was on
the data sheet was from the tag.

0. And the data sheets were created by the
analysts, lab analysts?

A, Yes.

Q. And at one time you were a lab analyst,
¢orrect?

A. Yes.

Q. But do you have any way of knowing that

the notes you took from the_ﬁata sheets that you tock

from 1981 were taken from a data sheet that you had

created?

A, I don't think any of them were other than
the first entry which was "Earliest RGG VCM test in
file, April 26, 1968 or '69.4

Q. And that refers to, what is an "RGG"?

A. That is Ruth Gladys Griffith.

0. I see. So that refers to a =--

A. {Interposing) That was the earliest one I

¢ould find on the data sheets.

Q. So that was a data sheet that you yourself

had created?

RSV0022761
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A. Yes.

Q. The data sheet in which you got the
information that you recorded as "Dow, Conco and
Goodrich"?

A. Mm-hnmm.

Q. Were those data sheets that you yourself
had created?

A. No, it was not my writing.

0. S0 those are drawn frdm different data
sheets also? ;

Yes, they were all different data sheets.
And data sheets that you had not created?

None of mine.

What was your understanding of what the

of what the word "Dow" meant?

The supplier.
What was the function of a data sheet?

To identify the sample and the test

And the function of the -- Strike that.
And the information of the data sheet canme
from the tags that were affixed to the bombs,

correct?

RSV0022762
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A. Yes.

Q. " %Who prepared the tags on the bonmbs?

A, The tank farm operator.

Q. QOkay. So no lab analyst prepared the
tags?

A. No.

Q. Was it the normal practice to have the

name of the supplier on the tag?
A. Not in my experience, until later when

Texas City no longer supplied Monsanto in

Springfield. -
Q. Do you recall when that was?
A. Well, it was around the time I was testing

vinyl chloride monomer.

0. So at around the time you were testing
Texas City stopped supplying?

A. It might have stopped before, I Jjust
wasn't that knowledgeable about it.

Q. Mm~hmm, But at the time you were testing
did you test any VCM that came from Texas City?

A. I -- Well, you mean, all i.would know -~
It wasn't marked Texas City. All I would know is if

it was an MONX or, as I said before, a GATX, I
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assumed was Monsanto.
Q. Now, the letters you are referring to --
A. {Interposing) They were tank car

designations.

0. Tank car designations?
A. On the tag, ves.
Q. But why did you assume that they came from

Monsante if they had those letter designations?

A. MON sounded like Monsanto and GATX was
common enough that I thought so I just reallg didn't
think about it before I was told that Monsanto was
looking for other sﬁppliers and we might get other
suppliers to test.

Q. Do you remember when you were told that?

A. It had to be the time that I was actually
in that group on 3 to 11 so it had to be after '68 or
after '67, somewhere around there when I went back on
shifts.

Q. S0 am I correct in interpreting what
you've told me that at sometime toward 1968 Monsanto
began, at least from what you understood, to have
different suppliers?

MR. MINOFF: Objection.
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MR. RENDINI: Strike that question.
That's a bad question.

Q. (By Mr. Rendini) Did you understand
starting sometime around 1968 that Monsanto was
looking for other suppliers?

A. Yes.

Q. And you understood that because of
conversations you had had with people in the plant?

A. Yes.

Q. Was it ever the function of the tags to

identify the suppliers?

A. I don't think specifically in the lab. We

just had to have some identification for the sample
Wwe received. The supplier designation was up to the
tank farm operator or his boss, how they wanted it
identified.

Q. S0 there was no reason why the lab had to
know who the supplier was?

A. No, none whatsoever,

Q; Was it unusual to see a supplier
designated on a tag?

a. In my'past experience it was but I didn't

know at the time until I talked with Joe Zalewa that

RSV0022765

33

COMPUTERIZED TRANSCRIPTION PHILBIN & ASSOCIATES




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

VOLUME II

he was aware of other suppliers many years before
that.

Q. When did you have that conversation with
Mr. Zalewa?

A, This was after I retired during the
Cullinan case I talked with him.

0. At the time you were testing vinyl
chloride monomer in the lab during that time period
when testing was part of your function, was it ever
the function of the tags toldesignate suppliers?

A. Just tank car number.

Q. Now, with respect to the data sheets that
you drew the infeormation from here in your notes and
on Exhikit 5, there were words that you understood as
indicating suppliers, correct?

A, Definitely, yes. I wouldn‘ﬁ have known
that tank car was Dow, for instance, unless it was on

the data sheet.

Q. Now, you no longer have those data sheets,
do you?
A. . No.
Q. All you have is the notes?
A. Yes.
RSV0022766
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Q. When you went back to extract this
information from those data sheets did it surprise
vyou to see the name "Dow"?

A, It pleased me because it confirmed what I
had been told.

Q. Was it -~ Did you find it unusual that you

saw something that to you meant a supplier?

A. Not for that time, no.
Q. At what time --
A. (Interposing) It would have been unusual

I think before‘that time.

Q. I see. So and what was the time when you
saw —— when the data sheet with the word "Dow"“ on it
Wwas created?

A, Well, it was ~- I associated it probably
wrongly with the period when Monsanto was using other
suppliers or looking for other suppliers.

Q. Why do you say "“probably wrongly"?

A. Well, I just assumed that when I was told
it had something to do with thg designation on the |
tag for the first time.

Q. Okéy. Looking at your notes here, 1is

there a date next to the number that's next to the
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word "“Dow"?

A, Yes.

Q. What is that date; where did you get that
date?

A. The date is the date the analyst had put

on the data sheet, that was the date he tested the
sample.
Q. Is that the same for all these entries

here, that the date came from the data sheet?

A. Yes.
Q. At the time of these dates, which are all
in 1968 --

MS. BURGER: Objeétion. You ought
to look. They aren't all 1968.

MR. RENDINI: Okay.

THE WITNESS: The confusion about
the first entry, as I recollect, '68 or '69 is
because on the data sheet my eight sometimes look
like nine. I'm almost positive that's an eight but
it really could be confused with a nine on the data

sheet that I copied it from,.

Q. (By Mr. Rendini) Let's refer to the
entries which begin, "Dow, Conco, Goodrich." Are you
RSV0022768
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certain that the dates that you recorded were all
1968 for those?

A, Yes.

Q. Referring to those three entries, at the
time of those three entries was it the usual practice
for such a name as Dow, Conco or Goodrich to be
recorded on the data sheets?

A. I don't honestly —-- I can't answer that
gquestion because I didn't -- I would just notice the
ones probably I was testing.

Q. Did you -~ When you went back to look at
the data sheets did you notice if it was the usual
practice for the data sheets generated in 1968 to
have such a nane?

A, Well, as I was saying, in my experience it
would have been unusual but then I didn't -- I didn't
find any that I had tested that were identified this
way.

0. Now, just a few minutes ago you referred
to Mr. Joe Zalewa?

A. Yes.

Q. And after you retired yvou had certain

questions for Mr., YZalewa?

RSV0022769
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A. Yes, I did.

Q. And vou talked about suppliers of VCM to
the Indian Orchard plant?

A. Yes, T did.

Q. And what did he tell you in those
conversations?

A. Well, he remembered several suppliers not
just from the time period that I was talking about,
the '68 period but he remembered them all through the
time he was testing them and he identified them by
their tank car designation.

Q. What suppliers did he remember?

A. He remembered Goodrich, Union Carbide and
I don't remember that he mentioned Dow. I'd have to
look up my notes but those two he remembered. And T
asked him if he could tell me when hé remembered
testing them and he said almost as far back as he had
been testing raw m;terials, which would be in the
1950's.

Q. All right. Did you have your conversation

with Mr. Zalewa before or after you created the notes

‘here in Exhibit 13?7 (sic)

A. Oh, a long, long time after. It didn't
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occur to me to ask people those questions at that

time when I was doing that.

Q. And you are referring to the notes?
A, To'the notes, yes.
Q. Other than the data sheet that you saw and

from which you recorded these notes and your
conversation with Mr. Zalewa, do you have any other
reason to believe that Goodrich might have
supplied -- and by -- Strike that gquestion.

Other than your conversation with Mr.
Zalewa and other than on the data sheets you referred
to in creating the notes in Exhibit 5, do you have
any‘other reason to believe that B.F. Goodrich

supplied vinyl chloride monomer to the Indian Orchard

plant?
A. It seems to me I talked to another analyst
who gave me Goodrich. I can't remember, I talked to

so many. I'm positive Joe's not the only one who I
talked to who gave me Goodrich.

Q. Do you remember anyone also that you
talked to?

A. It might have been a tank farm operator, I

just can't remember. It might have been Harold or

Id
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Carl Rehm. I just can't remember who it was.
would have to check my notes to see.

Q. Well, aside from conversation -- Do you
have other notes? Strike that.

Do you have other notes that you have not

produced?

A. Well, they are all in the Cullinan case.
T wouldn't have anything since the Cullinan.

0. Aside from your c¢onversations with

whomever, be it other tank farm operators or lab

analysts or Mr. Zalewa, and aside from the data

sheets that you drew your notes from, do fou have any
other reason to believe that B.F. Goodrich was a
supplier?

A.. Well, it had occurred to me not too long
ago that the tank car designation GATX might be
Goodrich but it just began with a G or it might be
General Aniline or whatever but that's just a theory
I have. I have no =-- When Joe told me he remembered
Goodrich he didn't tell me Goodrich was GATX, I don't
think. Now, he might have. My understanding., to
me -- and I have forgotten -- but that's the only

other connection I have that the possibility that
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that might be the designation.
Q. Mr. Zalewa, do you know where he is
currently living?
A. He died two years ago.
MR. RENDINI: I have no more,
MS. BURGER: Do you need to take a
break before we go any further?
THE WITNESS: Yes,

(A recess was taken.)

CROSS EXAMINATION BY MS., BURGER

0. Ms. Griffith, although I've been sitting
here today and was here on May 9th, let me take a
moment to formally introduce myself to you. I am
Sharon Burger and I represent three of the defendants
in this lawsuit, Union Carbide Chemical and Plastics,

Conoco Chemical and the Dow Chemical Company. I know

I've heard this but if you don't understand anything

that I've asked you, please ask me to rephrase it and
I will do my best to ask you a guestion you do
understand. And if you need a break or anything just
let us know and we'll be happy to accommodate you.

We were delayed, Ms., Griffith, in getting
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this deposition going because recently you had an

injury to your wrist. Is it your left wrist?
A. Wrist, mm—hnm,
Q. I just wonder, are yvou presently on any

medication because of your injury?

A. No.

Q. Are you on any medication for any other
reason?

A. Yes, you know, for a chronic problem, has

nothing to do with my wrist, no pain medication.

Q. What type of medication is it?

A. Thyroid.

Q. What is the name of it, of the medication?
A. Synthroid,.

Q. Do you take that daily?

A, I'd rather not answer questions about my

health if it doesn't have anything to do with my
presence here,.

Q. Do you know if that medication has any
affect on your memory at all?

A, . No, I don't know.

Q. The réason ~~ and I don't mein to be

unnecessarily personal --
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A, (Interposing) TIf it's affected my memory

it would have affected my memory for eight or nine

years. I've been taking it that long.
Q. Are you on any other medication?
A. No, I'm not.
Q. Okay. Ms. Griffith, you'wve been asked a

lot of questions about your notes that are the 13th
page of Exhibit 5 and I will ask you some more
guestions about that if I may. Do you have that in
front of, you now?

A.  Yes.

Q. bid you go back to the data book -~ Is

that the right word for it?

A, Yes.
0. So you went back to a data book in 1981 or
19827

A, Yes. 1I'm not sure if it was '81 or '82.
Oh, shortly before I retired.

Q. And the purpose for which you went back
was to determine.when you personally had first been
exposed to, amongst other chemicals, VCM?

A. Yes.

Q. And the specific reason you wanted to do
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that at that time in 1981 or 1982 was because
Monsanto had listed chemicals to which you had been
exposed but excluded, among others, VCM from the
list?

A. That's correct.

Q. And you, being confident that you had
tested VCM, wanted to check that out?

A, Yes.

0. When you proceeded to do your search, did
you have to ask anybody at Monsanto for permission to
examine the data goo@s?

A, No.

Q. Did you at that time have personal access

to the data books?

A, Anyone in the 1lab did, yes.

Q. So you did?

A. Yes.

Q. You were still employed then?

A. Yes.

0. Where did you go within East Lab

physically to get these data books that you examined?

A. It was the first floor of 10 Building lab.
0. And was that the ordinary place in which
RSV0022776
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1 you would find stored data books?

A. Yes. Well, I correct that, not stored
really. They weren't very old. The storage area was
in the storeroom. This was the lab itself, a part of
the lab that had recently stored data books. I
didn't go into the storage area.

Q. So the place that you went was in the
basement of 10 Lab.

A. No, no.

Q. First floor?

A, First floor.

Q. When you went into the first floor of 10
Lab you were able to get books that had not been
moved off-site into storage?

A. Yes.

Q. And you said they were recent data books,
correct?

A. Well, fairly. They would just store then
until they did not have anymore room over the bench
tops. They were stored over the bench tops and I
don't know, I didn't notice how long they had been
stored there.

Q. Were they stored alphabetically?
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A. I think they were stored by group maybe,

like raw material group would have their storage area

and resinenes would have theirs. 1It's not clear in
my mind.
Q. In what category or area did you search

for the VCM data books?

A. Vinyl chloride monomer.

é. Ié vinyl chloride monomer a category of
its own?

A. I would have found /it under the raw

materials section of data books.

Q. The data books containing information
about VCM contained data about no other chemical; is
that right?

A, That's correct,.

Q. Did youvhave in mind before you began your

search a year in time that you wanted to begin your

search?
A. I don't recall how I did it.
0. Do you recall what year you started your

search with?
A. Ne, I don't.

Q. Do you recall whether you started at an
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earlier yvear and moved forward in time?

A. Well, if I had been thinking properly I
would have started with an earlier time. I don't
know whether I did or not, I Jjust don't recall.

0. Were you specifically looking for your
earliest exposure?

A, I was.

Q. Were you concerned with any subsegquent
exXposure you may have had?

A, I probably was looking —--/Also, it

occurred to me at the same time I could find out
about other suppliers, which was another gquestion we
had, another gquestion at the same time.

Q. Well, when you say, another gquestion that
we had, who was the "we" to which you refer?

A. Well, the group of us that was concerned

about people who were dying.

Q. Who is the group to whom you are
referring?
A, The KOSHA.
Q. Who are the people in RKOSHA to whom you
refer?
A. The people like me that were Jjust
RSV0022779
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interested people.

Q. Ms. Griffith, what are their names?

A, I can't tell you who the names are because
I'm the only one who knows who KOSHA is and part of
our agreement was that no one would of ever be
identified and our agreement was that no one would
ever be identified.

Q. You understand that you are under oath?

A. I'm not lying to you. I'm teliing you
what I promised, that I wouldn't reveal the/source of
my information and I have never broken my proﬁisé.

Q. So you are refusing now to tell me -~

A. {(Interposing) No, I'm not refusing.

Q. Wait a minute. Let me finish my question,

Are you refusing now to iaentify the
people other than yourself who are associated with
KOSHA?‘

A. I can't do it.

Q. So you are refusing to answer?

A, | No, I'm not refusing. It just is an
impossibility for me to do it. I'm not refusing.

0. Why is it an impossibility?
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A. I've given names freely whenever I was
asked of people who I contacted. I've answered ever
question so far that has been asked me, who gave me
the information, who I found, who told me this. I
have not refused to answer one specific question or
give names that I could remember but I can't answer
your gquestion. I caﬁ't. It is a physical
impossibility for me to answer that question.

Q. It is a physical impossibility?

A, Yes, it is just an impossibility for me,t
answer the question.

Q. Ms. Griffith, what is the physical
restraint?

A, Will you ask the question again?

Q. Yes.

Please identify the names of the
individuals other than yourself who were or are
associated with KOSHA?

A. There are no members of KOSHA. There are
no associates of KOSHA. There are synpathizers and
people who I worked with, who helped me, so I can't
identify specifically because I listen carefully to

your question and I just can't answer it.
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Q. Ms. Griffith --

A, (Interposing) I don't know of any such
people.

Q. Ms. Griffith?

A. Yes.

Q. Earlier when I asked you essentially the

purpose for your search, you said we were also
interested in determining other suppliers of VCM or
something to that effect; do you remember that
testimony?

A. Yes, I do.

Q. And I asked you who "we" referred to; do
you remember that gquestion?

A. Yes. I was using an editorial "we." I
always speak of KOSHA as we,

Q. So at that point you were'speaking only of
yourself?

A. Yes.

Q. And your testimony here is that there are
no other people who you can identify as being in any
way associated with KOSHA?

A. Not -- sympathetic, helpful, helpmates,

interested, caring.
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Q. Where did the name --

A. (Interposing) But not associates. I mean
no way —-- You are trying to get me to do something
that's an impossibility because there were no
dsscciates, no members.

Q. Where did the name KOSHA come from?

A. I don't even remember that really.

Q. Did you create the name?

A. I did and I can't remember. It seems to

me it was to distinguish it from OSHA.

Q. Did you publish the name any place?

A. I used the name several times in
correspondence.

Q. In correspondence with whom?

A. Oh, whoever I happen to be writing to, a
lot of different people. NIOSH I think was the
earliest.

Q. Who were the people who were sympathizers
of KOSHA?

A. You mean who worked at Monsanto?

Q. No, I mean anyone who you would identify
as a sympathizer qf KOSHA.

MR. MINOFF: "What time period?
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MS. BURGER: Any time period that
KOSHA existed.

THE WITNESS: I can't remember now
who the first ones were. These names are people who
assisted in anything that we were interested in as
KOSHA.

Q. (By Ms. Burger) "We" being you?

A. "We" editorial, KOSHA was interested in.
"We" meaning I was doing it because I was concerned
and I couldn't do it alone. There were some things
that I just could not do alone and I got help from
people like Harold Williams, who is not a member of
KOSHA, never was.

0. Well, you've testified that there are no

members of KOSHA, correct?

A. No members. So in your question to me I
¢annot --
Q. (Interposing) Bold on. There is no

gquestion.

There are no members of KOSHA?
A. . No, never.
0. You have used the word sympathizer to me

and I would like to know who the sympathizers were?
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MR. MINOFF: I believe she was
continuing to answer that question.
THE WITNESS: Harold Williams.

Q. ({By Ms. Burger) Is there any other person
besides Harold Williams that you can identify?

A. There are dozens of them. I don't have a
list of people. They change. Most of them, in fact,
almosﬁ all of them are dead.

Q. Ms. Griffith, would you do me the favor of
letting me finish the gquestion, primarily so that the
court reporter can get it?

A. I thought you finished the question.

Q. Are you able to identify by name any

sympathizers of KOSHA other than Harold Williams?

A. I am able to.
Q. Will you do that?
A. May I have a word with you?

MR. MINOFF: Sure.

(A recess was taken.)

MS. BURGER: Would you read the last
guestion?

(Reporter read back as
requested.)
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MR. MINOFF: I think the question
is: Will you do that? Ruth?

THE WITNESS: I don't want to
prolong this anymore than I have to, I know your
time is valuable too and mine certainly is but there
are several points that I'd like to stress:

Number one, it is true that information T
received from some people was received on the
condition that they be anonymous.

Number two, I cannot at this time recall

even probably one-hundredth of the people you asked

for, namely, sympathizers of KOSHA. To single out a
few people among those hundred is not fair, whether
they are dead or alive except Harold Williams. I
think he'd like to be singled out. I think he'd like
to be remembered in that way.

Number three, I am concerned about the
well being of people who are still employed at
Monsanto. I am concerned about people worried about
their pensions from Monsanto and I would do
absolutely nothing to increase their worry or
anxiety, whether it is real or imagined. And naming

a few people out of hundreds of people would do that
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or it might do that.
I am also not impressed with your need to

know. I don't understand what this has to do with

John Warren. So I have answered specific questions

about vinyl chloride and the people that gave me
information about vinyl chloride. I've given
addresses, If you go through and pick out the names
that appear in the deposition of May and this
morning, those would be probably the sympathizers of
KOSHA. I cannot rattle off names because I just
don't héve those names in my head. I would have to
sit down and think very, very carefully and what I
came up with -- Say you gave me ten minutes to come
up with a list, if I came up with a list they would
be a small 1ist and their importance would be
exaggerated because théy are only the ones that T
spoke with maybe recently or had something to do with
thig particular caée. So I think the guestion is
very unfair and I don't see a need for it.

If you insist that I answer it, I would
say I cannot answer it as I told you before. I
cannot physically answer the gquestion. I cannot give

you sympathizers, all the sympathizers. And there
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are other sympathizers of KOSHA who are not
affiliated with Monsanto that I don't even know —--
whose nameg I don't even know. There are other
sympathizers that I have never known that did so, so
that I don't even know who they are.

If you would like to rephrase the question
I might be able to answer it, Your question said

sympathizers of KOSHA. I cannot answer that

question. I do not know the answer to that, fully,

to that question.

Q. (By Ms. Burger) Ms. Griffith,
respectfully, I would ask that your answer'that
you've just given be stricken because it wasn't
responsive to the simple question of will you
identify people or whatever the precise question was
which was very limited.

MR. RENDINI: If you are making a
motion to strike, I djoin.

MR. MINOFF: They have been reserved
and I think she's answered your question and more.

MS. BURGER: The question was will
you do that.

MR. MINOFF: I think the answer is
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no, unless Ms. Griffith has a different answer.

Q. (By Ms. Burger) I gather the answer to
will you do that is no, Ms. Griffith?

A, The answer is I cannot. I told you I
couldn't. I do neot have that information in my head
at this time.

Q. You've just spoken for approximately ten
minutes with Mr. Minoff in the hallway about this

igsue, correct?

A. I didn't notice how long it was.

Q. You just had a conversation with him?
A. Yes, I did.

0. Qut in the hall?

A. Yes.

Q. Does Mr. Minoff represent you in any

capacity?

aA. No, he does not.

Q. Would you tell us generally what your
conversation with Mr. Minoff was?

A, About your question.

Q. And what was your conversation; what did
you say and what did he say?

A. Do you have a tape recorder on you?

RSV0022789
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MR. MINOFF: She's just asking you
for your best memory, Ruth.

THE WITNESS: I told Mr. Minoff

approximately, not in the order that I just gave to

you, what I just sald what my reservations were,
especially since I had promised in some cases
anonymity. I also did not understand what this had
to do.with John Warren's death and since the
connection to his death in this case wasn't clear to
me, I wondered if any information that I gave could
be used in some other way at some future time.

I went over every point that I just gave
te you about not -- not knowing the names of the
hundreds, not being able to bring them out of my head
at this time and if I did try, the fact that I could
remember today, it would be unfair to all of the
others. It would seem to exaggerate perhaps the
importance of the few that I could recall.

Q. Ms. Griffith, did Mr. Minoff say anything
to you during the course of your conversation with
him?

A. He said he understood what I was saying

but he could not advise me since he was not my
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counsel. He said that in a case of my refusal, I
could be ordered to answer the gquestion in a court.
He said other things generally trying to c¢larify I
guess what I had Jjust told him.

Q. Do you understand that part of the process
of taking a deposition in a civil lawsuit is to
gather information which may lead to the discovery of
evidence for trial?

a. Are you telling me that now?

Q.. I'm asking you if you understand that as

one of the bﬁrposes?

A. I understand it as you say that now, yes.

0. That is one of the purposes. I represent
to you that one of the purposes of the deposition is
to gather information which may lead to the discovery
of evidence that would be admissible at trial. Were
you unaware of that purpose of the deposition
previously?

A. No, not really.

0. You have said that there are specific
people to whom you promised anonymity with respect to
their sympathizing with KOSHA‘or providing

information to you:; is that right?v
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Yes.
Will you identify those people now?
No.
How many people are there =-
(Interposing) I have no idea.
Let me finish the question, please.
How many people are there to whom you
promised anonymity who you will not identify now?
A. I give you the same answer, I don't have
that informatign in my head.
Q. Are there more than five such people?
A. I don't ~=- I would have to think about it.
I just don't happen to have a photeographic¢ memory.
Q. Is ROSHA -- Withdraw that.
I believe you have described KOSHA as an

ad hoc committee, correct?

A. It was always one ad hoc¢ after another,

Q. What do you mean by "one ad hoc after
another"?

A. . We were always interested over long time
periods, depending upon the circumstances in the

special project usually.
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Who is "we" in that context?

"We" 1s KOSHA. "We" is me and people like

Q. Did anyone suggest to you that you form an
ad hoc committee which would investigate issues
relating to chemical exposuresg?

A. I don't recall if anyone did.

0. Did anyone direct you to do it?

a. No.

Q. at some time form such a
committee?

A. No.

Q. When is the first time you used the

terminoclogy KOSHA?

A. I would have to look that up. I really

don't remember the first time.

0. What source of information do you use as
KOSHA in order to go to people to find information
out?

A. I use my name, Ruth Griffith.

0. How do you know to whom to. speak if you
want information?

A. Well, if we're talking about a vinyl
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chloride problemn, safety problem, I go to people who

have worked with vinyl chloride.

0. Talking to people only at Monsanto?
A. No.
Q. Do you go to people at other chemical

companies?

A. T don't recall ever going to another
chemical company.

Q. Where else are the people located othér
than at Monsanto to whom you go for information?

A. Libraries, books, organizations that are

similar like 'the COSH groups, MASSCOSH in particular.

Q. Which group is that?

lA. MASSCOSH.

Q. What did that stand for, do yvou know?
A. Massachusetts Coalition of Occupational

séfety and Health.

0. And is that actually a group with a
telephorne number?

A. Well, they are in Boston now. They did
have branches all over the state at thé time I was
active in it.

Q. You were active in MASSCOSH?
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nail?

Q.

just a few

VOLUME ITI

Yes, I was.

Does KOSHA have a telephone number?
No.

Does it have a mailing address?

Well, it did have a mailing address
the Orchard, Box 122 I think it was.
When did it have that mailing address?
‘80, in the mid-eighties.

For how long did it have that address?
About a year.

Was if at Monsanto?

No.

Was it at someone's home?

Indian Orchard post office,.

Who was the person who collected that

I collected it.

(The lunch recess was taken.

(By Ms.lBurger) Miss Griffith, I have
more quesﬁibns.

Ms. please.

I'm sorry, Ms.

Ms.

RSV0022795
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Okay. I'd be happy to use that.

With respect to KOSHA, is that funded in

A. How -- I den't understand the question,
"funded.™
Does KOSHA ever have any expenses?
Yes.
And who pays the expenses?
I usually do.

Q. Are there occasions when somebody other
‘than-you pays the expenses of KOSHA?

A. I've had donations. They don't pay
really. I've had donations of paper and envelqpes
and things like that.

Q. Have you ever told either Mr. Minoff or
Mr. Tourtelotte the names of the helpers or
symbathizers of KOSHA?

‘A. They've never asked.

Q. What is the purpose -- Well, let me
withdraw that.

My question isn't whether they have ever

asked. My question is whether you'wve told them the

names?
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They have never asked and I never told

What is the purpose for which KOSHA

A. The purpose changed over the years. I'm
trying to remember the original. The original
purpose was to facilitate the NIOSH study. I think I
mentioned that last time. That was an ad hoc
situation where we were concerned with helping the
NIOSH proportionate mortality study and to establish
a connection with the epidemiologist in charge of the
study so that we could supply them with alternate
names of deaths émong our local, that is, Local 288
members, not KOSHA members.

Q. Roughly what year are you referring to in

the NIOSH study?

A. The NIOSH study would have been '78 or

I'm not sure thch.

Q. S0 to the best of your present
recollection it was 1978 or 1979 when NIOSH or --

A. (Interposing) No. That's. when they
published the study. It must have been earlier when

they started it, '76.
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Q. "They" being NIOSH?

A. Yes. I would say they started when I was
on the negotiating committee so it must have been --
or before, 1975 maybe, 1975.

Q. Now, you've referred to providing
information through KOSHA of Local 288 members'
deaths; is that correct?

A. We could only provide them with the hourly
peoplefs deaths because we didn't have any list or
any information-or little information on salary

)
people. e

Q. What was the source of information to
ROSHA about deaths of Local 288 members?

A, Well, at that time all our -- I wish you
wouldn't use the word "members" -- but all the people
who cooperated were members of the Local 288 at the
time. They were the same people. They were both
Local 288 members and people who cooperated with our

ad hoce committee.

Q. That is back in the mid-1%970's?
A. . Yes, '75 or so.
Q. Is there any relationship between KOSHA

and Local 2887

RSV0022798
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A. No, except that fact.

Q. Except what fact?

A. That at that time all of the people
helping the ad hoc¢ committee were also union members.
That suspended later and was no longer the case but
at the time the first people were all members of the
Local 288. There was no official connection with
KOSHA and Local 288 and there never has been. Even

though I was an union officer at the time there was

no official connection.
/

Q. And the NIOSH study that these people were
supporting or providing information to waé about
what?

‘A. It was a proportionate mortality study of
production workers I believe at Monsanto, Indian
Orchard from 1950 through 1976.

Q. Going back to the 13th page of Exhibit 5,
may I ask if we have that handy?

MR. MINOFF: Here. {Indicating)

0. (By Ms. Burger) Before we got off on a
tangent I was asking you about the periéd of time
during which you reviewed records -- Withdraw that.

I'll just ask a question instead of trying
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to go back to what we were talking about earlijer.

What was the time period which you
reviewed in coming up with the information that is
contained on page 13 of Exhibit 5°7?

MR. MINOFF: I'll have to object to
the form. I think it's pretty ambiguous the way you
phrased it.

MS. BURGER: I'll rephrase it and do
it in smaller pieces I hope.

MR. MINOFF: Okay.

0. (By Ms. Burger) Ms. Griffith, you've
explained that you have looked at data books for VCM
sometime in 1981 or 1982, correct?

A, Yes.

Q. And your primary purpose at least in doing
that was to determine when you personally had first
been exposed to VCM? .

A. Yes.

Q. As I understand it, you also had a
secondary purpose, did you not?

A, . Yes.

Q. And that secondary purpose was to

determine the identity of suppliers of VCM to
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Monsanto other than Monsanto?

a. Yes.

Q. And that secondary purpose was the result
of your involvement with KOSHA?

A. More or less. It wasn't specifically
KOSHA but it did involve my interest in KOSHA.

Q. Why did you care personally in what
suppliers there had been of VCM to Monsanto?

A. Well, most of KOSHA or most of my work I
will say, if I might use the personal pronoun, most
of my work involvéd answering questions and I was
asked this question so many times and got so many
answers, I wanted to get an answer that I could
believe. And the only way I could do it was to get
something in writing. My memory wasn't that good.
This happened in '68 and I was doing it in '81 or '82
and I was told first that Monsanto was the only
supplier then -- after Texas City -- this was after
Texas City. Then I was told that Dow was the only
one after that and there were conflicting opinions
about who supplied more, if Union Carbide supplied
any at all. Some thought that they had and some

didn't remember. These were all questions that I was
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trying to answer. And 90 percent of my work was
inveolved with answering all-kinds of safety
guestions. That happened to be a question that kept
coming up and I was just curious about what the right
answer was.

Q. Who is it -- Who told you that Dow was the
only supplier after Texas City?

A. I can't remember whether if was a tank
farm operator or who. It was while I was still at
work though. It wasn't after. See, I'm trying to
s;parate the knowledge that I was able to obtain
after i retired and the knowledge I had at the time I’
got this information from the lab. At the time I got
this information frqm the lab I really didn't know
much of anything about suppliers except what I was
told, that Monsanto was getting othef suppliers, to
check to see whether their quality was okay. I
didn't know that tﬂat they picked any or they used
any because I had left the-lab before the PVC units
shut down in '75,.

So I think the answer to your question is

I got the answer about Dow after I -- after 1981.

After I retired‘when I was asking about it.
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0. Ms. Griffith( my question --

A. (Interposing) I don't remember. The
answer to your question is I don't remember who told
me .,

Q. And you don't fecall for certain when you
were told of that?

A. No, I don't.

Q. Do you know whether it was true or false,
that Dow is the only supplier of VCM after Texas
City?

A. I don't know that it is true or false.

0. You stated in your last answer something

about looking to other suppliers to check if their

quality of VCM was okay?

A. Yes. I'm sorry, go ahead.
Q. What were you referring to?
A. If I recall right, the first information I

received as a lab analyst from a supervisor or
another analyst was we were going to check several
suppliers for quality including running some tests
that we wouldn't normally run on Monsanto. My
original idea or impression was that the lab was

going to receive samples from a lot of these
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suppliers and then the company was going to decide on
a supplier or a prime supplier. T never knew whether

that was true or false. I suspect it might have had

some truth to it but that's what I meant by Monsanto

was going to check out the quality of the VCM.

Q. And who is it who told you while you were
a lab analyst that such sampling of suppliers'
products was to occur?

A. I don't remember. I don't even remember

whether it/ was another analyst or a supervisor.

Q. Do you remember when you were told that?

A, Well, it would have had to havé been about
'68 or about that.

Q. Do you know whether any o¢f the samples
that are referenced on page 13 of Exhibit 5
cons&itute samples from suppliers which were being
tested for quality in order to select a new supplier?

A. I have no knowledge. That would have
represented an entire tank car now, that's a pretty
big sample.

Q. . What?

A. Each one of those samples tested

represented an entire tank car.
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Q. What is the basis of your knowledge that
those samples represented an entire tank car?

A. Well, I don't have any. I just assume

Q. Did you go back and look at the data books
for the year 1967 in order to search for your
earliest exXposure to VCM?

A. As I told you, T don't remember how I did
it. I assumed I picked an early date if I did find
my first one I would have gone back. In other words,
if I found my initialg on a page in 1968 I would have
gone backwards to see whether I would have found an
earlier one.

0. Do you know as you sit here whether you
looked at data books for the year 1967 to search for
VCM tests which you conducted?

A. I'm sure I did.

Q. Did you look at data books for VCM for the
year 1966 to determine any testing you did on VCM?

A. Probably not.

Q. And why would you assume you looked at

1967 but did not go back as far as 19667

A. I don't think I was testing VCM but I'd
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have to check for that but I don't think I was

testing VCM in '66.

Q. What would you check to determine that?
A Oh, at that time I might have remembered.
0. No, but what would you have checked today

if you wantgd to find that out?

A. Oh, now, my work history.

Q. While looking at the data book for 1967
did you see any entries for tank car identifications

which were for suppliers:as you understood it other

than Monsanto?

A. I can't answer that yes or no because I
don't remember specifically whether I was looking for
that in '67.

Q. Were you looking for the information about
suppliers for 19687

A, I think I was trying to match them up,.
looking for the suppliers at the time that I knew T

was testing so that I went from '68 beyond.

Q. Did you examine data books for VCM for all
of 19687 | |

A. I don't remember if I went all through
‘68.
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Q. Did you examine data books for all of
19697

A. I couldn't tell you that either but T
assume that I did. It wasn't that d4ifficult. You
know, it wouldn't take that long to go through a year
but I couldn't say for sure whether I did.or not.

Q. Did you examine data books for VCM for the

year 19707

A. For my signature or the suppliers?
Q. Either,
A. Not for my signature and I don't really

know whether I did for suppliers or not.

See, the suppliers were secondary at the
time. I just sort of jotted those down. The primary
one that I was interested in was my own earliest
test. I didn't check for any of my iater testing.

Q. Do you know who the lab anélyst was who
performed the testé on the entry that you have for
Dow X 3337, July 19, 19687

A. No, I don't.

Q. Do you know whether that test passed
specifications?

A, Ne, I don't. I didn't write down any test
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results,

Q. Do you know whether the VCM from which the
sample was taken ever made it into a storage tank?

A. I have no idea.

Q. Do you have idea whether the VCM from
which the sample was taken reflecting Dow X 3337 ever
made it into any kettle?

A, I don't have any information on anything
that I ever sampled of what happened after.

0. I take it if I ask you the dame
question ~-- And I hope you will bear with me on the
next question but I do want to ask them.

With respect to the entry under Conco --

A, Yes.

Q. -— CONX 9066, dated October 14, 1968, do
you know the name of the lab analyst who performed
that test?

A, No.

Q. . Do you know whether that sample passed'
specifications?

A. . No.

Q. Do you know whether the VCM from which

that sample was taken ever made it into a storage
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tank at Monsanto?

A, No.

Q. Do you know whether the sample from which
that test was taken ever made it into any kettle at
Monsanto?

A. No.

Q. I'm going to ask the same question for

-~

Goodrich, which is the next question.

Do you know the identity of the 1lab

analyst who performed the test on the sample

identified as Goodrich V8 2527, dated Octobgr 14,
19687

A. No.

0. Do you know whether that sample passed
specifications?

A. I do not.

Q. Do you know whether the VCM from which
that sample was taken ever made it into any storage
tank?

A. No.

Q. Do you know whether the VCM from which the
sample was taken ever made it iﬁto any kettle?

A. I do not.
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Q. Do you have any records in your possession
of shipments of VCM by Unioen Carbide?

A. No.

Q. Did you in your search of the data books
come across any entry which reflected a sample from a
tank car with Union Carbide's name on it?

A. Nothing with Union Carbide's name on it.

d. . Did you come across any other entry in
your review of the data books which suggested to you
that Union Carbide was the supplier?

A. No, because I didn't know that Union’
Carbide was a supplier then.

Q. At some point after 1981 or 1982 when you
seaxched the data books did someone tell you that

Union Carbide had been a supplier?

A. Yes.

Q. And who told you that?

aA. Joe Zalewa.

Q. And he is now diseased?

A. Yes.

Q. . And what is it that he told you about

Union Carbide?

A. He said he remembered that Union Carbide
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was a supplier of the monomer he tested.

0. And he was another lab assistant?

A, Yes.

Q. An analyst?

A. He was 5 lab analyst at the time.

0. Did he tell you the basis of his knowledge -
that Union Carbide had been a supplier of the VCM he
tested?

A. He said he was told and he recognized a
car identification. It was either UCX or something
like that. He said he was told that that was Union
Carbide,.

Q. That UCX stood for Union Carbide?

A. I don't remember the designation but he

was told a certain car designation was always Union

Carbide.

Did he tell you who told him that?

No.‘

When did you have this conversation --

(Interposing) Yes, he did tell me. He
told me supervision told him. Supervision -- I can't
remember whether it was lab supervision or productiOn

supervision, someone he talked to though but --
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Q. Did he give you the name of the person who
told him that?

A, No.

Q. Did you ask him about this in your

capacity as a RKOSHA sympathizer?

A, No.

Q. Was it in your own personal capacity?
A. Yes.

Q. Why were you interested?

A. I was ~—- I was checking information for

the Cullinan case.

Q. When did you --
A. (Interposing) Supplier information.
0. When did you have this conversation with

Mr. Zalewa?

A. Well, I had-several convefsations with him
over several years.

0. Specifically, I'm interested in the
conversation you said you had with him about Union

Carbide being a supplier of VCM?

A. . First time, I'm sorry. It might have been
before the Cullinan case. I can't remember when that
was.

RSV0022812
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VOLUME IT

Q. Do you recall the conversation the first
conversation you had with them about suppliers of
vCcM?

A. It was a telephone conversation.

Q. And did you call him in order to speak
with him about the subject?

A. I think it came up. I think we were
talking, you know, general terms about a lot of
different things and I didn't call him for that
specifiec reason. I did call him later for that
specific reason but years -- maybe over a year at
least,

Q. And the reason for your subseguent c¢all is
because you were investigating about suppliers of VCM
for a case called Cullinan?

A.‘ Yes, but it seemed earlier ~- when we
talked abopt it earlier we weren't talking abeout the
Cullinan case when we were just talking about vinyl

chloride cases in general.

Q. Cases meaning lawsuits?
A. Lawsuits, that's why the supplier came up.
Q. Are you aware of any lawsuits involwving

VCM other than the Cullinan case and this case

R8V0022813
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VOLUME II

involving Mr. Warren?

A, Not any lawsuit. Maybe_it was the other
angiosarcoma case. I just can't put a handle on the
year that I talked to him about it. We were talking
about the legal aspect of suing in Massachusetts, not
being able to -- most people who asked us assumed you
could sue Monsanto so we had to look up just tao
explain why they couldn't sue Monsanto on the state
level.

Q. Who do you mean when vou say "we" in that

context?

A. Well, Joe was one of the ones who was
asked because he worked on monomer. He was supposed
to be an expert. When you work on something I guess

you are supposed to be an expert on it,'so I guess
that was maybe one thing we were discussing.
0. What role did you play in the Cullinan

case in terms of investigating?

A, Well, I wouldn't say I investigated it
but -~
Q. . What did you do in connéction with that
case?
A, I tried to answer questions that were
RSV0022814
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asked me about suppliers and about any other
questions that came up about his working conditions.
I had taken notes of a long conversation I had with
Paul before he died and I tried to get people who
would be reliable witnesses to tell me what would
helpful in his case.

Q. Did Mr. Cullinan's attorney ask you to

help find information?

A. I think I volunteered because I had -- I
had been involved in his c¢ase long before he had an
attorney. He didn't have an attorney at the time I
talked with him.

Q. At the time that you talked with Mr.
Zalewa was that on behalf of Mr. Cullinan without
regard to any lawsuits that he had?

A. The first time was without a lawsuit, ves,
the earliest time.

Q. You've mentioned earlier today about notes
that you had taken of conversations with, I believe,
Mr. Zalewa and perhaps Mr. Williams; do you have
personal notes that reflect telephone. conversations
or-in~person conversations that you had with either

of those people on the subject of VCM supply to
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VOLUME II

Monsanto?

A, I gave all my notes to Attorney Halpern.

Q. Attorney who?

A, Reith Halpern, the Cullinan family's
attorney.

Q. Can yoﬁ spell his last nane?

A, H-A-L-P-E-R-N.

Q. Where is he located?

A. Boston.

0. Do you know the name of his firm?

A. No, it changes so often I couldn't tell
you.

Q. You gave Mr. Halpern all of your personal

handwritten notes?

A. On telephone conversations relating to
what I was doing for Paul's family.

Q. Did you keep a copy of those notes?

A, I don't recall that I sent him the

original or -- I probably did send him the copies.

Q. Where are the originals?

A. . It's a good question. Somewhere in the
files.

Q. In wﬁat files?

RSV0022816
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Well, somewhere in the file that I keep.
At your home?
Well, would be mostly in my home, yes.

Q. Where else do you keep files?

A. I think I have some in a barn in
Southwick. I think I might have some. No, I threw
those away. No, I threw those away.

Q. You threw what away?

A. The ones in Southwick.

Q. In a‘barn?

A, Yes.

Q. So the only place you have them would be
at home?

A, Yes, I forgot. I did take care of those.

Q. When did you throw notes away that you

kept in Southwick or materials?

A. I think shortly after I retired, maybe

Q. When is the last time you saw your own
notes reflecting telephone conversation or other
conversations you had with anybody about VCM supply?

A. Well, the last time I looked something up

for Mrs. Warren I couldn't find all of them so the
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ones I found were a couple years ago.

Q.

A.

Q.

A.

PVC file

Q.

A.

Q.

asked to

A.

that the

included

take the

Q.

Cullinan

A.

the amount of time it would take

it but research it --

What did you do -=
{(Interposing) Three years ago.

What did you do with those notes?

I think they are in either her file or the
somewhere,

What do you mean by "her file"?
The file I have for Mrs. Warren.

Did you look in that file when you were
produce documents at this deposition?

No, because I assumed you had everything
Cullinan case had and that would have been
in the Cullinan case. I really couldn't
time to duplicate work I had alfeady done.

You understand that this case and the
case are separate legal actions?
No, but I assume they are available and
me to not only f£ind

You know, if you want me to

produce everything I have for the Cullinan file that

I can find it would take me a long time and a lot of

copying and I just don't have time for it.

And T was

told that you had available to you everything in the
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- 1 Cullinan case so all of the material that I provided
2 to Keith Halpern would also be available to you.
3 Q. Who told you that?
4 aA. I don't know, somebody I was talking with.
) Q. You don't know who told you that?
6 A, I den't know who it was.
7 Q. And you just assumed it was true?
8 A. Well, I guess I assumed it was true
9 because every time I asked the question about do I
10 ha%e’to produce this or -- not in this case but in
11 several other -- in one other case, the Cullinan case
12 I guess it was -- and if they could they could get it
13 through some other means, you know, through another
14 attofney, you know, they did.
15 0. Ms. Griffith, I'm going to read to you one
16 of the paragraphs in Exhibit Number 1, which is the
17 notice of taking your deposition. Paragraph seven
18 asks you to bring to the deposition any and all
19 photographs, drawings, papers, records, notes, books,
20 and other writings relating to or identifying the
21 names and addresses of suppliers of vinyl chloride to
22 Monsanto facilities in the Springfield area during
23 fhe years 1947 to 1983. My gqguestion to you, having
RSV0022819
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read that, is: Have you, in fact, not provided us
with all documents which fall within that category?

A. You mean notes specifically? I don't know
of anything else. I've given you all that I have as
far as documents, that one page from my notebook.
That's the extent of my documents that I have. As
far as my personal notes, I assumed that you had
those; If my assumption was wrong I'm sorry.

Q. Your assumption is wrong and what I would

ask because I don't want to take up your time any

more than necessary is -- so I don't want'to ask you
to come back for another depositiop -~ I would ask if
you would f£ind the notes and provide them either
directly to me and to other counsel or to Mr. Minoff
who could then provide them to us?

A. I would 1like to see the notes you have. I
don't have all of them. I tried to provide them to
Mrs. Warren and I couldn't tell -- I just have some
of them.

Q. When did you try to locate them for Mrs.
Warren?

A. I don't know, a couple years ago.

0. Did you locate some of the notes for Mrs.

RSV0022820
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Warren at that time?
Yes, some of them.

Did you supply them to Mrs. Warren at that

No, I don't think I d4did.

All we can ask you to do is to provide
copies of that which you do have. If vyou have
discarded them or given some to Mr. Halpern and not
retained copies, whatever, my only request to you is

to look for note’s that vyou do have and provide us

with a copy. Will you do that?
A. I understand,
Q. Will you do that?
A. I understand and I will try.

MR. MINOFF: What notes are these so
we have it clear on the record exactly?

MS. BURGER: What I understand to
exXxist are notes that Ms, Griffith has taken of
telephone conversations or perhaps in-person
conversations she has had with people like Mr.
Zalewa, perhaps Mr. Williams or others, where they
have identified the names of suppliers of vinyl

chloride to Monsanto; and as I understand it that is
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requested in Paragraph seven. I certainly appreciate
Ms. Griffith's not having provided them earlier.

THE WITNESS: I put all that stuff

MR. MINQFF: As long as you
understand what it is specifically that she's looking
for.

THE WITNESS: I understand exactly
what she's looking for.

MR. MINOQFF: Okay.

-

0. (By Ms. Burger) Okay. Do you have any
records in your custody or possession of shipments of
VCM by Dow?

A. What records are you talking about?

0. Records of shipments of VCM by Dow to

Monsanto?

A. You mean other than this? (Indicating)

Q. Yes, other than page 13 of Exhibit 5°?

A. Well, obviously I don't have any with me,

Q. . Not with you today, Ms. Griffith, but in
your possession or custody in your home or any place

else that you have control over?
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A. Wwell, if you call notes, records, I
probably do, yes.

Q. Those are the notas to which we just
referred?

A, Yes.

Q. Do you have any records in your custody or
possession of shipments of VCM by Conoco to Monsanto
of VCM?

A. I believe I do, ves.

Q. Other than page 13 pf Exhibit 5°?

A. I believe so, I'd have to look.

Q. And other than the notes that we've been
talking about?

A. No, no, just the notes.

Q. Just the notes?

A. Mm-hmm.

Q. Did somebody tell that you Conoco was at
any time a supplier of VCM to Monsanto?

The man who told me -~- I'd spell it wrong.
And that was who?
Joe Zalewa.

Q. And what is it that he told you about

Conoce's supply of VCM?

RSV0022823
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)

A, That he remembered testing it, the
monomer.

Q. Did he tell you how he happened to
remember testing Conoco's VCM?

A. No, he didn't tell me. I might have said
something about a tank car designation but I don't
remember specifically.

Q. Did he tell you how many samples of
Conoco's VCM he recalled testing?

A. He might have said quite a few or

something like that and I said what and -- It's not

clear at this time, it happened so long ago. I can't

remember the precise conversation. It's been so long

ago.
Q. Is this something that you believe
have notes on some place?
A. I probably took notes, yes, on one
conversations, probably not the earliest ones.
Q. Do you have any records of receipt
by Monsanto from Union Carbide?
A. . Other than this? (Indicating)
0. Other than Exhibit 5, page 13vor your

personal notes of conversations?
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A. No.
Q. You don't, for example, have any invoices

to show that shipments were made by any supplier,

right?
A, I do not.
Q. And you don't have any Monsanto documents

that showed it received VCM from any supplier?

A. No.

Q. Is that true for Dow as well as Union
Carbide? {

A. It is.

Q. And is that true as well for Conco as well
as Union Carbide?

a. Yes.

0. Page 13 of Exhibit 5 you've described as a
page from a personal notebook that you've maintained
for a certain period of time; is that right?

aA. Yes.

Q. Can you describe for us what this personal
notebook was?

MR. MINOFF: You mean physically
what kind of notebook it is?

THE WITNESS: What it looked like?
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0. {By Ms. Burger) I would like to know --
A. (Interposing) It was -black with white
pages, blue lines and a red outline. It was about

three inches by five mavbe.

Q. So it was a small notebook?

a. Yes.

0. Was it a loose~leaf notebook?

A. It was a bound notebook.

Q. What was the purpose for which you

maintained or took notes in this notebook? {
A. This was the one I started I think in 1974
for safety and health notes in the plant. I didn't
use it very long. I went to some other type of
notebook so only a few of the pages were used.

Q. Were there any references in this personal

notebook to Union Carbide?

A. No.

0. Were there any references to Dow Chemical?
A.  No.

Q. Were there any references to Conoco 0il?
A. . Conoco 0il, no.

Q. To Conoco?

. No.

RSV0022826
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0. To Conco?

A. Just this ~- Oh, you are talking about
this page again? (Indicating)

Q. I'm sorry. Other than page 13?7

A. No, there are no other references.

Q. Just to try and bring closure to this
issue, Ms, Griffith, can you identify for us the
period of time over which you reviewed the data books
to find references to VCM testing?

A. You mean the entries that are in this
notebook? (Indicating)

Q. Yes.

A. I'd say it was one evening.

Q. I don't -- My question I gather was
ambiguous. I'm not referring to how long it took you

to make a review. I'd like to know the years over

which the review covered.

A. Oh, it was only after Monsanto refused to
give me the complete list of chemicals that I wasg
exposed to so it was‘after the '81 letter. It must
have started sometime in '8- -~-

Q. We'll try again.

A. You want a date? April something, 19827
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COMPUTERIZED TRANSCRIPTION PHILBIN & ASSOCIATES




’_"'"l

10
11
12
13
14
15
le
17
18
19
20
21
22

23
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Q. No, no. Let me ask the question another
way.

A. I'm sorry, I misunderstood the question.'

Q. I undersfaﬁd that. I'm trying to find a

way that the question can be understood in a third
way.

A. Well, it is afternoon and I do tend to
slow down in the afternoon.

MR. MINOFF: It also has been asked
before.

THE WITNESS: Okay, try again, maybe
I'11 get it this way.

Q. (By Ms. Burger) Going back to 1960, which
covers the time period when you were looking at --
Withdraw that.

What was the time period covered by the

records which you reviewed in the data books?

A. Oh, that's what you wanted to know.
Q. I finally got it right I think.
A, - Az I said before, I'm not clear on the
subject..
Q. Your best estimate or memory of the
period?
RSV0022828
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A. Well, I would say, if I had to guess T
would say it was from '67 through '70 or so. I might
have been curious and got carried away and gone to
'72, I don't know.

Q. Is it fair to say that you looked roughly
at a three- to five-year period?

A. I would say yes, three, five. I 3just
couldn't say accurately what I did.

Q. For that period of your review did you

record in your notes that are here on page 13 of

Exhibit 5 all of the entries reflecting a supply of

VCM other than Monsanto?

A. I tried to but unfortunately I must have
missed some because I didn't understand the tank car
designations.

Q. What do you mean, unfortunately you must
have missed some?

A. Well, I understood later through Joe and
other people that Conoco was CONX and Goodrich was V
or something else and GATX -- I still don't know what
that is but if I had been looking at tank car
designations I would have done a better job.

As it was, I was lboking for Dow, Goodrich
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VOLUME II

and Conco Company on the designation so I think I
missed a lot. And, as I said, I wasn't primarily
interested in that anyway. At the time I was wasn't
primarily interested in suppliers.

Q. Did you mark down every supplier and tank

car number from the data sheets you reviewed for that

period?
A. No, I'm sure I didn't.
Q. And that's because you would not -- you

were not able to identify them at that time?

A. Yes.

Q. Did you personally ever write a tank car
number on a string tag?

A. No.

Q. Did you ever personally see a designation

on a tank car?

A. Yes, several times.

Q. And were those tanﬁ cars VCM designated?
A. I don't know.

Q. Do you know whether or not the designation

that you saw on tank cars were tank cars which were
carrying VCM?

A, I think I assumed they were because the

[
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configuration of the tank car but I couldn't tell you
that I knew absolutely it was a VCM tank car.
0. When was the --
A. (Interposing) Well, they were
compressurized.
I'm sorry?
They were compressurized.

What was the configuration of the tank

A. They were the only ones that I knew of
that were, so they looked -~ their silhouette was a
little different but I'm not an exXpert so I couldn't
tell you.
What identifications did you observe on
cars?
I don't remember any of
Absolutely no memory?
None of them at all.
Did you personally ever write a number
from a string tag on a data sheet?
A. Yes.

Q. And with respect to the entries on page 13

of Exhibit 5, none of those were instances where you
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had written the number from the string tag to the
data sheet, correct?

A, The four entries are you talking about

Q. The four entries that start with M 33010
that go down Dow, Conco and Goodrich?

A, That's correct.

Q. If the data said April 26, 1968 or '69,
you would have been the one to write that number from
the tag to the book number?

A. Yes, I would.

Q. Do you personally know where the East
Control Lab file -- Withdraw that.

What is the East Control Lab file to which
you refarred in our last deposition, do you remember?

A, I don't know what lab filé you are
referring to. Do you mean where we filed data books?

Q. Does callind something East Control Lab
file have any meaning to you as you sit here today?

A. I would have to know the context. It

might have been a general term I used when I was

talking about a lot of different sources.

Q. After you examined the data books that
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VOLUME IX 101

we've been talking about, did you return them to the
same location from which you had gotten them?

A. Yes. There were data books and there were
data sheets in loose-leaf notebooks. And the format
had changed, well, I think just before I left so I
returned everything that I had used to its former
place.

Q. Okay. Did you bring with you today the
list of chemicals to which you say you were exposed
and which you mentioned to us the last time you were
with us?

A. No, I didn't.

Q. Where were you physically when vou
reviewed the data books and made the entries that
you've put on page 13 of Exhibit 57

A. I was on the first floor of the 10 Lab.

Q. When you had the discussion with Mr.
Zglewa regarding Conoco's supply qf VCM to Monsanto,
was anyone elsé present other than you and Mr.
Zalewa? Let me withdraw that.

Was the conversation that you had with Mr.
Zalewa regarding the suppliers of VCM in person or on

the telephone?
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A. I think the earliest one might have been
in person,

Q. Was anyone else present during that
in-person conversation?

A. I don't recall I don't recall.

Q. Any subsequent conversations you had with
him on the subject of suppliers was on the telephone?

A, Yes.

Q. Was anyone else on the phone with you?

A, Not that I know of, you never know. I

didn't hear any static.

Q. Ms. Griffith, to prepare for the

deposition in May did you spend some time meeting
with Mr. Minoff or Mr. Tourtelotte?
A. Meeting with them?
Q. Yes.
A. Why would I meet -- They are not --
MR. MINOFF: Just answer the
question.
THE WITNESS: They are not my
attorneys.
0. (By Ms. Burger) I understand that.

A. No. Simple answer to the question, no.
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Q. Did you spend any time speaking with Mr.
Minoff or Mr. Tourtelotte over the telephone on the
fact that you were to be deposed?

A. I think I acknowledged receipt of the
letter when I called Keith. Yes, I did talk with him
then when I got the letter.

Q. Did you discuss what was going to take
place at your deposition?

A. Well, we talked briefly about it, you.

Q. Prior to having your depositioh notiéed in
May or April, had you, prior to that, had |
conversations with either Mr. Minoff or Mr.
Tourtelotte about Mr. Warren's case?

A. I had no conversations with Mr,

Tourtelotte. I did have conversation with Mr.

Minoff.

0. And do you recall when you first spoke
with him?

A. Ne, I don't.

Q. And do you recall the substance of your

conversations with him?

A, It was to do with the John Warren case

RSV0022835
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that was our sole conversation.

Q. Did you discuss with him the suppliers of
VCM to Monsanto?

A. I believe we did.

Q. And do you recall what you told him about
the suppliers of VCM?

A. I think I tried to tell him what I have

told you today about what my notebook said and the

talks with Joe Zalewa.

Q. Were you approached by Mr. Minoff to speak

with him?

A, I can't remember whether it was Mrs.
Warren or Mr. Minoff, probably, yes. Since we met it
must have been that way.

Q. Did you actually meet with him in person?

A. Yes,

Q. And this was sometime before your
deposition?

A. Yes, yes.

Q. How long did you spend with him on that
occasion?

A. I have no idea.

Q. Did you meet with him here in his office?
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No.
He came to your home?
A. Yes.
Q. And you can't recall whether you met with
him for five minutes or an hour or half an hour?

A. Well, I could give you an idea, maybe an

Mrs. Warren present?
No, no one else also was present.

Was’anyone else present?

A. Not that I know of, no, no.

Q. You've just said that you do not know Mrs.
Warren, correct?

A. I don't know her personally -- I do know
her personally, yes, but I've only spoken with her on

the phone and written to her.

And vyou'wve never met her?

No.

You have written to her?

Yes.

About the death of your husband?
Yes.,

Did you retain copies of your
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correspondence to Mrs. Warren?

A. No. Well, maybe one that had something to
do with, seems to me I did keep a copy of a letter.
There was some question she asked me. I can't recall
offhand but normally it was a personal, you know,
personal correspondence, Christmas card.

Q. When you speak of Mrs. Warren are you
speaking of, is it Louise, is that her first name?

A. I believe it's Louise, yes.

Q. Have you eveér spoken with either of John

Warren's sons?
A. No, no, I never have.
Q. Have you ever met either of thenm?

No, I never have.

0. When was the -- I think it's Alice Warren?

A. Alice Louise. She goes by the name
Louise, yes. Alice is her first name.
0. I thought I was getting confused there.
When was the first time you spoke with
Louise Warren?
A, . It was shortly after her husband died.
Q. What was the circumstance under which you

happened to speak with her?
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A, She phoned me and asked me if I knew John
had died of angiosarcoma and I didn't.

Q. Do you know how she came to call you in
particular?

A. She said that somebody at Monsanto had
suggested that she might contact me for some
information about vinyl chloride. I think it was
someone John had worked with but I can't offhand

recall his name. I think impersonally I knew who he

was but I didn't know the man personally.

Q. You didn't know John Warren personally?

A. wéll, I didn't know John personally but I
knew who he was, vou know, to say hi to.

Q. You didn't know the person who Louise
Warren identified as having referred her to' you?

A, Yes. I didn't know him personally.

Q. And you say you d4id not personally know
John Warren either other than that you could identify
him?

A. Yes, I -- The last time I saw him I
didn't recognize him because he had changed so much
but I would have reéognized him, you know, a few

years earlier.
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Q. Was he a friend of yours?

A. No.

0. Was he simply a business acquaintance of
yours?

a. He was in the same union on the picket

line, occasionally brought samples over to the lab.
During his last few years he visited the Saflex lab.

é. Have you spoken with Mrs. Warren about her
husband's illness?

A. Yes.

Q. And can you tell us generally %hat ghose
conversations have been?

A. Well, what any widow likes to talk about,
how difficult the last few weeks were, the last
months, and régretting the fact that she didn’'t have
really a c¢hance to spend time with him while he was
still John Warren and all kinds of guilt, that he
couldn't enjoy his retirement.

Q. Did you discuss with her the illness
itself in terms of it being cancer as opposed to a
heart condition or anything like that?

A. Yes, when she did bring it up. I didn't

bring it up, she did.
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Q. What was the substance of that
conversation?

A. I didn't know whether I should mention the
connection between angiosarcoma and vinyl chloride if
she didn't Kknow but it was obvious right away that
she knew more about it than I did because she had
been aware of it before John died I guess. And I
think she did most of the talking but she did tell me
that she had an attorney. She told me the attorney's

name and I volunteered my assistance if shd should

need my help or anything in ny file about PVC, I
would be glad to help her or her attorneys at any
time and to talk to them at any time.

(A recess was taken.)

{Reporter read back as
reguested.)

Q. {By Ms. Burger) Ms. Griffith, would you

be equally happy to help Union Carbide or Dow

Chemical or Conoco 0il in this case?

A. No.
Q. Would you be in, in fact, reluctant to
help them in this case?

A, Yes.
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Q. And is that because you personally feel
that the chemical industry has been irresponsible?
MR. MINOFF: Objection to form.
THE WITNESS: I didn't say that. I
don't even imply that. That's a strange jump.
Q. (By Ms. Burger) Fine. Then you don't
feel that way?
A, I don't feel that way.
Q. Are you angry with the chemical industry?
A. I was very angry at Monsanto and all tﬁe’
other companies but you can't be angry very long.
I'm no longer angry but I wouldn't waste my time wheﬁ
ny time is limited. I wouldn't waste my time trying
to help entities that don't need help. A lot of

people don't have a million bucks and need help.

Those are the people that I'm trying to offer help

to.

Q. S0 your scole differentiation between
helping Mrs. Warren and helping the defendants in
this case is that she doesn't have money and the
chemical companies do? |

MR, MINOFF: Objection to the form.

THE WITNESS: ©No, I didn't say that.

RSV 0022842
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I said I don't have the time. If I had time to help
everyone I probably would for the experience alone, I
probably would be glad to sit down with Mr. Dow or
whoever the guy is and say what the hell have you
guys been doing for 40 years. You know, we've got a
lot of people dead. I think I would enjoy it. I
don't have the time. It's an indulgence, you know,
with the limited time and limited resources and
limited abilities I have I would rather put limits on
people that I can probably not help but at least
listen to.

Q. Do you petrsonally hope to see Mrs. Warren
win this lawsuit?

A, I certainly do.

Q. Do you, in fact, Ms. Griffith, have any

personal knowledge about who the suppliers of VCM

were to Monsanto?

A, My personal ~- I don't understand the
gquestion, personal knowledge.

Q. In other words, personal knowledge meaning
that which you saw with your own eyes. or heard with
| Your own ears as opposed to somebody telling you

something or your reading it some place?
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A. Or reading it?
Q. Yes,.
A. I -- At the time I didn't know what I was
looking at. I was conmpletely ignorant and I know now

that I probably should have recognized some other
tank car numbers but I didn't at the time so I don't
have any personal knowledge of the time either when I
was testing VCR =-- VCM or when I was assisting
testing VCM, I have no knowledge, personal
knowledge, of suppliers other than Monsanto.

Q. And what 1s the basis of your personal
knowledge that Monsanto was a supplier of VCM to
itself?

A. Wéll, I really don't know that I worked on
vinyl chloride. 1I'm beginning to doubt, you know,
whether I really worked on vinyl chloride. I
couldn't prove it to you, you know, in court. How
¢an you prove 1it? I can't. I can't prove it was

vinyl chloride monomer.

0. Ms. Griffith, truly, I'm not trying to
trick you. I'm only trying to exhaust your personal
knowledge.

A, You are exhausting me.
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Q. But am I exhausting your personal
knowledge; that's the guestion.

Let me Jjust clarify or make certain of one
thing: With respect to the entries you've put on
page 13 of Exhibit 5 where it says, for instance, M
33010, then the date 9/10/69, did you copy down
specifically that which you saw on a data sheet?

A. Yes.

Q. And with respect to the entry that said
Dow X 3337 and the date 7/19/68, were all of those
words and numbers on the data sheet that you looked
at?

A, Yes.

Q. So both the word "Dow" was there and the
number "X 3337" was on that sheet?

A. That's correct.

Q. And the same for Conco where it said
either Conco, C-0-N-C-0, a misspelling, or Conoco,
C-0-N-0-C-~0, on it, also with the letters CON¥X 9066
and the date 10/14/68 on the data sheet?

A, Yes.

Q. And the Goodrich V8 2527, dated 10/14/68,

that entry also was in that form on the data sheet?
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VOLUME II

A. Yes, it was.

MR. MINOFF: With the word
"Goodrich"?

MS. BURGER: Yes.

MR. MINOFF: I den't think you said
that in your gquestion.

MS. BURGER: Let me ask the question
again.

THE WITNESS: Ask the question
again, please.

0. (By Ms. Burger) You looked at a data
sheet from which you wrote down the information,
"Goodrich V8 2527, 10/14/68," correct?

A. That's correct.

Q. Did that data sheet have on it the word

"Goodrich"?

A. Yes, it did.

Q. It also had the number "V8 2527"?

A. It did.

Q. Is it now your understanding that the

letter V, for instance, in this Goodrich entry
standing alone connotes Goodrich?

A, No, not necessarily. I've never been told
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that.

Q. S0 you don't have that understanding now
either, correct?

A. No, no. I just copied what I saw down
there. I don't know whether it does or whether it
doesn’'t.

Q. Is it your understanding that the prefix
CONX designates Conoco in any way?

A. No, just happened to be there.

Q. Is it your understanding that the prefix
X, as in the Dow entry you have on this page 13,

Exhibit 5, iﬁ any way designates Dow?

A. No.

Q. How long did a typical VCM test take on a
sample?

A. Most of the tests took a long period,.

Actual working time you mean or how long you had to
wait for the answers?

Q. Both.

A. Oh, probably close to eight hours I think,
about one shift.

Q. Eight hours to do what, perform the test

or wait for the results?
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A. Well, before you could complete Ehe test I
think there was one that had to be -- Let me see. We
rarely did thenmn.

You are talking about a single test now?
Was your question about a single test, one tank car?

Q. My guestion relates it one bomb,

A, One tank, one tank. We rarely did one at
a timé. I actually can't recall what the overall
period -- I know it was a full night's work when we
had a few bombs but if you had one, I can't even
remember what the longest test was right ﬁow.

If it's important I could look up my
notebook for my test procedures and maybe refresh ny
memory.

Q. We can go forward. I appreciate that.

Did you ever observe personally on any
string tag the word Conco or Conoco?

A. I don't think I did. I couldn't be sure
but I don't think I did.

Q. Did you ever observe on any string tag the
word Dow?

A. I'm not sure whether I d4id or not.

Q. You have no present memory about whether
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you did or not?

A. No.

Q. So you also couldn't tell me how many you
would have seen with Dow on it?

A. No, I just have no recollection of ever

‘seeing that company name.

Q. Then I take it -~

A. (Interposing) Although something about
this does look familiar but I just don't remember
that clearly. {Indicating)

Q. Did you ever observe the letter M as an
initial letter before a number on any string tag?

A, Yes.

Q. And did you have any understanding about
what the M stood for?

A, I just assumed it was Monsanto or maybe
someone told me, I don't remember.

0. Did you ever see a string tag with the
word or words Union Carbide on it?

A. No.

Q.. Did you ever see a string tag with the
prefix MONX on it?

A, Yes, many times,.
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Wwhat does MONX represent?
Well, I was told Monsanto.
Who told you that?

A, I don't recall.

Q. And did you see so many string tags with
the prefix MONX on it that you couldn't count them
for us now?

A. No, there are so many, GATX, MONX.

Q. Did you see many string tags then with
GATX on it?

A. Yes.

Q. Other than GATX or MONX do you recall any
other letters or prefixes which you observed on
string tags?

A. Not on string tags but I seemed to
remember the tank car number SH some%here and T
seemed to be the only one that remembers it so it
probably wasn't vinyl chloride monomer but something
keeps coming back about SH, I saw it somewhere.

0. Do you know what SH represented?

A. . No, no, I have no idea what SH means.

Q. Why did you ask Joe Tierney or sonmebody

who was working in the tank farm whether the MONX

RSV0022850
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1 symbol on the string tag identified a supplier?

2 A. I think we had a question -- Well, this

3 was the time when Monsante was -- we were told it was
4 getting other suppliers and thé guestion came up

5 about identifying the contents by car number, the

6 tank car number. And there was discussion in the lab
7 and no one could agree about whether you could tell

8 what was inside by the tank c¢ar number. I don't

9 remember ever asking Tierney specifically about MONX.
10 I mean if you are going to identify your own tank car
11 y;u_;ould probably use your own name and Monsanto is
12 | pretty close to MONX. I don't remember the --
13 Someone probably told me years ago, I mean not just
14 when I --

15 Q. (Interposing) Let me --
16 A, -~ worked on it.

17 Q. Let me try and narrow this down for you so
18 you understand why I'm asking. When you were deposed
19 last time --

20 MR. MINOQFF: (Interposing) What

21 page is that?’

22 _ MS. BURGER: I'm going to try to get
23 to the beginning of it before I state a page. Page
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Q. {By Ms. Burger) I'm going to read you the
answer that starts at page 83. If vyou need to go
back and review or have me read more to you I will
bput I think this will be enough.

You were answering: "Yes, Attorneys for
Defendant B.F. Goodrich. ©Now, it made me think about
my —-— the response I got to a question I had about
how do you know what's in the tank car by the-name.
I aske@ this either to Joe Tierney or somebody who
was work;né-on the tank farm.

"if it's labeled MONX or some other number

are you sure you know who the supplier is. And he

said, No. And I said, Why not. He said, It's
because they lease cars sometimes. You know, if you
have extra cars or you're down or something, so if
somebody incoming in a GATX might be a Monsanto car
and at the time I accepted that."

I've read that to you just for a frame of
reference; that's where my question comes from, which
is: Why. did you ask Joe Tierney or somebody who was
working on the tank farm why the MONX on the string

tank identified the supplier?
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A. Well, as I say, my concern then was if we
could tell any of these other suppliers by the tank
car numbers.

Q. And this was back in the late 1960's?

A. Well, in this case it was the sixties when
I was actually working on them. It wasn't earlier I
don't believe.

Q. Why were you concerned about who the
supplier was at that time?

A. Begcause vwe were told we were testing

something different, you know, this was different,

gsomething we had never done before. And it seems to
me the qualitative control-lab was involved because
they were doing extra testing. They were doing
special testing of some of the suppliers so it was,
you know, if the name of the company wasn't on the
tag, was there any way -- I'm just surmising this is
why I asked the question. I'm not sure I asked Joe
Tierney about it but I asked somebody working on the
tank farm, either an operator or Joe or some foreman
or something.

Q. Ms. Griffith, you said in the answer that

I've just read to you that at the time you were told
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that you couldn't necessarily know who the supplier
was from the number that was on the tank car?

a, Mm—-hmm.

Q. That you accepted that?

A. I did, ves.

Q. And later on in your testimony, about
another page or so, you said -- Question on page 85.

Question: "And that indicated -- As a

result of that conversation you came to believe that

not all of the tank cars containing VCM were from

Monsanto?"
Answver: “"Well, I was concerned =-~- I

didn't believe that. To answer your question: I did
not believe the answer but that was the answer I got.
I answered your guestion: I did not believe the
answer."

A, Yes, that is confusing. Do you have the
gquestion?

0. Yes. The question is: Did you believe
Mr. Tierney or whomever it was when you were told

that you could not identify the supplier of the VCM

by the number on the tank car?

A. Yes, at first I did. At the time I was
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told that I believed it.

Q. At some later time did you come to
disbelieve it?

A. Yes.

Q. When did you come to disbhelieve it?

A. Shortly after if I remember correctly.

Q. Why did you come to disbelieve it?

A. I don't remember th. Some conversation
or some information I got. It was something from
inside Monsanto.

Q. As you sit here today do you have any
basis for disbelieving that you cannot identify the
source or supplier of VCM from the number on the tank
car?

MR. MINOFF: Objection to form. I
couldn't follow the negatives.

MS. BURGER: I'll ask the question

Q. (By Ms. Burger) As you sit here today
do you have any reason to doubt what Mr. Tierney or
someone else from the farm, tank farm, told you?

A. Yes.

0. And what is that reason?
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A. Well, I doubt anything I was told now.
You know, I have no reason to doubt and I have no
reason to believe. I just don't know the answer to
that guestion and I probably will never know the
answer to that guestion.

Q. Do you know whether in fact you can

identify for certain the supplier of VCM by the

designation on the tank car?

A, As a fact, no.

Q. Do you know whether samples of VCM were
taken from tank cars on the same day ;haz the tank
cars arrived at Monsanto?

AL No.

Q. Do you have any idea the period of time
which a tank car would sit at Monsanto before a
sample was taken?

A. No.

Q. Do you know how long VCM, once it got from
a tank car into a storage tank, would be held there?

A. No.

Q. . Do you know how long it took to get VCM

from a storage tank into a kettle for processing?

A. I have no idea.
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Q. Do you know how long the processing took
once the VCM got into a kettle?

A. A few hours. I really have no idea.
don't know.

Q. Aside from yvour entry on page 13 of
Exhibit 5 and now the conversations which you've told
us you had with Mr. Zalewa =--

A. (Interposing) Zalewa.

Q. -—- Zalewa and Mr. Williams, is ;here any

other basis which leads you to believe that Conoco

was a supplier of VCM to Monsanto?
A I can't recall that there are any. There
might be but at this moment I can't recall any
others.
Q. Okay. Other than page 13 of Exhibit 5§ --
A. Yes.

Q. -~ and conversations that you had with

either Mr. Zalewa or Mr. Williams, is there any other

basis that you have to believe that Dow was a
supplier of VCM to Monsanto?

A, Yes. There are others that told me that
Dow was involved.

Q. And who were the others?
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A, Well, Carl Rehm was one. There was
another analyst. I think the Dow name came up quite
often in the latter part of, you know, what this time
is -- that I'd have to check my notes. I reaily am
not c¢lear on who told what.

Q. When you say you have to check your notes,
are those the ones that I've asked you to loock for?

A. The telephone notes.

Q. 1s thgre anyone else besides Mr. Zalewa,

Mr. Williams and Mr. Rehm that told you that Dow had

-

.

been a supplier?

A. As I said, I can't remember,

Q. Okay. Other than conversations you had
with either Mr. Zalewa, Mr. Williams or Mr. Rehm, is
there any other basis for you to believe that Union
Carbide was ever a supplier of VCM to Monsanto?

A. As I said, I can't recall the names of
these people and who told me what company.

Q. Okay. Was every tank car of VCM tested
before it was used?

A. . That was my impression. I was told that.
Whether it was or not, you will have to ask Monsanto.

Q. And it was your understanding that if a
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VCM sample failed to pass the specs it would be sent
back to the supplier?

A. Well, ideally but usually it was blended
off or used in junk, a junk batch which could be used
in 85 Building. I think it was rare that they
actually returned it because it was expensive.

Q. What do you mean by "blended off"?

A. Well, if you have =-- They made several
different products of PVC and some yvou needed better
raw material than others. So if you got a bad batch
you could blend it with some good batches and some of
‘these less demanding formulas and if the batch didn't
take -- turn out right -- then you could ship it
right next door to 85 Building and they could make
film or conmpound out of it. |

Q. Do you know what the prefix CVX stands for
before a tank car or other number?

A. No.

MR. MINOFF: CVX?

THE WITNESS: I have seen it but I
have no idea what it stands for. I assume it stands
for a supplier.

Q. (By Ms. Burger) Do you know how many

RSV0022859
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storage tanks there were for VCM at Monsanto?

A No.

Q. Do you know if it was more than five?

A. No.

Q. Do you know how many kettles there were in

which VCM was processed?

A. I did know at one time but I have
forgotten.

Q. Do you know whether it's more than five?

A. I would say more than five, yves.

Q. Do you know whether it's more than ten?

A. No.

Q. When did Louise Warren send you a picture

of John Warren?

A. Sometime this year.

Q. Why did she do that?

a, I asked her for it.

Q. Why did'you ask for a picture?

A. Well, I was -- I was thinking about it and

I wasn't sure if I got the right man. I knew I knew
John Warren but I wasn't sure so she sent me a
picture.

Q. Have you spoken with Mrs. Warren since
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your deposition was taken in May?

A, Yes, I have.

Q. Did you call her or did she call you?
A. I don't remember which.

Q. And what was the‘substance of the

conversation you had with her after your deposition?
A, Oh, I guess we talked about how it went
and I said it was eight hours and I didn't think we
accomplished anything. No offense.
Q. Did you discuss with her the lawsuit and

how it's going at any time?

A. Well, there wasn't anything to discuss.
Q. So the answer is no?
A. No. Well, we might have said, you know,

how is it going and it's been this long and, you
know, we discussed it but not at any great length
because there wasn't anything to say.

Q. When you were deposed last you identified
four buildings, 86, 88, 84 and 92, which were all in
Department 80; do you remember that?

A. Yes,

Q. And you told us that John Warren was in

Department 807
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a. Yes.

Q. And the basis of your knowledge that he
was in Department 80 was your reference to union
materials; is that right?

A. That was one -- that was one of means.

Q. And other sources of that information were
what?

a, Harold Williams worked with him so he knew
he worked in Department 80.

Q. Do you have any personal knowledge of when

in time Mr. Warren, in fact, worked in Building 867

A. Our records. You are talking about our
seniority records, which started in '51 so if he
started -~ I wouldn't have -- I'd have a department
number, I wouldn't have a building designation.

Q. And my question simply is: Do you have
any knowledge of whether, in fact, Mr. Warren worked
in Building 867

g. I think Harold told me he was there when
Harold worked there, which would have been '49.
That's the only knowledge. I don't have any direct
knowledge, |

Q. And, Ms. Griffith, that would be

RSV0022862
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specifically that he worked in Building 86 in 1949?

A, Yes, because Harold worked there. That's

Q. Okay. Other than the 1949 do you have any
information which would tell you whether Mr. Warren
worked in Building 867

A, No.

Q. Do you have any basis for knowing

Warren worked in Building 88 at any specific

A, No.

Q. Do you have any basis for knowing that
John Warren worked in Building 84 at any specific
time?

A. Just through Harold and people he worked

Q. Did Harold Williams tell yvou that John
Warren worked in Building 84 at some specific time?

A. All he told me was that he worked in all
of them but, you know, I didn't lecok it up or check
it with anyone or ask Mrs. Warren.

Q. I take it then you also don't know
specifically of any time when Mr. Warren worked in

Building 927
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A, Well, I know he worked in 92 when it was

changed over from PVC.

Q. Okay. With respect to exposure to VCM?
A. VCM, no.
Q. Do you know of any time when Mr. Warren,

if ever, actually worked in Building 927

A. No, no,

0. What caused you to ask Harold Williams
where John Warren worked?

A. I think I was comparing John's record with
the other angiosarcoma case. I wanted to know if
they had worked in PVC, the same building, same time,
for the length of time and the only way I could do it
was to ask someone who had worked for John for a long
period.

t

Q. Ms. Griffith, what is the other

angiosarcoma case to which you refer?

A, Another Monsanto worker --

Q. (Interposing) And who is that?

A. ~—- whose name escapes me.

Q. . You knew I was going to ask.

A. No., A French‘name.

Q. Did you say a French name? Did this

RSV0022864
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person die?

A, Yes.

Q. Do you recall when he died?

A. Oh, he died a long time ago, in the late
seventies,

MR. MINOFF: Messier?
THE WITNESS: No, no. That wasn't
cancer.

Q. (By Ms. Burger) Has Mrs. Warren ever told
yvyou in which buildings Mr. Warren worked?

A. I don't know whether we mentioned building
numbers or not. T don't know whether the numbers
meant much to her. She knew he worked in more than
one.

a. Charles Giroux, G-I-R-0-U-X, Charles.

Q. Can you spell that again?.

A. G-I-R-0-U-X.

Q. What wefe the danders associated with VCM
about which you were warned?

A. Flammability mostly, explosions, narcotic
effect, heavy doses but primarily explosion. I think

we were told time and time again about that.

Q. Were you directed to wear any type of

RSV0022865
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Q. And did you feel that you were lied to by
Monsanto?

A. I definitely did.

Q. What was the lie that you believe you were
told?

A. Well, there are hundreds of them bﬁt the
principal ones, that we were never warned about
cancer. T was never told benzene or any of the other

carcinogens were carcinogens, even long after they
knew it. We were never told about any chronic
long—~term effects of any of the chemicals. We were
told that something will burn or it will explode and
be careful of fire. Fire was —-- They were always
concentrating on fire because the record of fires
wasn't very good. And then everything changed when
the publicity of vinyl chloride came out in '72, '73,
anglosarcoma. |

Q. How did it change?

A, Well, we started looking at it for the
first time. I started looking it at it forvthe first
time and looking at the people dying around us.

There were some people who had died earlier perhaps

from vinyl chloride that we hadn't associated with

RSV0022866
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that exposure. Even after '74 the safety manuals
never changed much. They never mentioned cancer.
They were still talking about vague terms, about
handling it with care and we felt we should have
known everything that Monsanto had known. We trusted
Monsanto to know meore than we did. We trusted them
to know that benzene was dangerous, styrene was
dangerous, not in ways that they told us it was
dangerous but in other ways. And the confidence we

had was misplaced.

Q. Were youd ever led to believe by anyone at
Monsanto that any of these materials ~-- and I think
you've mentioned benzene, styrene and, of course,
polyvinyl -- Strike that -- VCM -- were you ever told
by anyone at Monsante that these materials were not
dangerous, I mean othef than for expiosion or?

A. Yes, we were told -- the typical thing,
these are so safe &ou can eat it, like PVC. The
ehgineer said you could eat a sandwich of PVC it was
so safe. I think he was encouraged to eat one
several times after that.

Q. Who was thé engineer?

A, I don't know, the late engineer.

RSV0022867
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Q. Was it a Monsanto engineer?

A. Yes, yes.

A. Everyone knew he was a dim ball but he
still was in a position of authority and he should
have known better. But I worked at Monsanto for
almost 40 years and I was never told that anything
would cause cancer until the time I retired in 1982,
never, ever.

Q. ‘Did you ever have reason to believe that

Monsanto had such knowledge but did not release it to

you?

A. As I say, with -- I understood or accepted
that Monsanto knew more than we did, that was their
job. They were supposed to know all of these things
about the chemicals; that's what they had research
and medical research for and it would filter down to
us in a way that would protect us. They didn't have
to scare the hell out of us but you shouldn't get
stuff on your skin. They should say not only will it
burn but 20 years down the line you are going to get

melanoma or something.

If they had, if they had protected us or

protected anyone properly with their knowledge, like
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in 1961 when they knew vinyl chloride caused liver
disease, even John Warren might still be alive today.
Q. Now, you just mentioned that Monsanto knew
in 1961 that VCM caused liver disease; is that
correct?
A. Well, Dow knew it. I think they shared
2ll that knowledge with the industry.
Q. Okay. Do you have any specific knowledge
that Monsanto had that awareness in 19617
A. No, Jjust what I read somewhere, that they
were instructeé at a meeting of some kind that -~ I
think they knew it, probably suspected it before.
MR. RENDINI: I have no further
questions.
MS. BURGER: I'll just ask hopefully
a quick gquestion.

k% k k%

RECROSS EXAMINATION BY MS. BURGER

Q. You say in 1961 you believed that Dow knew

that VCM caused liver disease; is that right?

A. . Yes.
Q. What's the basis of your statement?
A. Well, there was a study they did of
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animals that caused severe liver disease in an animal
study that Dow sponsored. I don't have -- I don't

know who did the study. I don't have the study

itself.

0. Have you seen the study?

A. I think I read the study or a summary of
it years ago. I don't have it, no.

Ql Do you know what it was called, the study?

A. No, I have no idesa.

0. Do you recd¢all how the study came to your
attention? )

A, Yes, because I was reading a c¢hronology,

you know, of PVC. And then there was a big meeting
of industry at some time, they were invited to
discuss this, the impact of the these study results
on their industry. And it was after that that they
decided voluntarily to reduce their standards from
500 to 50 parts per million.

MS. BURGER: Okay. Thank you.

THE WITNESS: Okay.

MR. MINOQFF: I have no guestions

MR. RENDINI: 1I'd just like to point

out that there were some documents that were
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mentioned in the first deposition that we were
supposed to get copiles of. What I'll do is just send
a letter,

MS. BURGER: I have the OSH2A
complaint number that you asked for.

MR. RENDINTI: What is that complaint
number?

MS. BURGER: Okay, the date was Méy
21st, 1982, CSHO No. G3644, Report 178. That was

Springfield, Massachusetts./

{The deposition was
concluded.)

* ok ok ok ok ok
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COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
COUNTY OF FRANKLIN

I, Rathleen M. Houghton, a Notary Public within
and for the Commonwealth of Massachusetts at large,
do hereby certify that I took the deposition of RUTH
G. GRIFFITH, pursuant to the Federal Rules of Civil
Procedure, at the offices of Robinson, Donovan,
Madden & Barry, P.C., 1500 Main Street, Springfield,
Massachusetts 01115 on November 7, 199%90.

I further certify that the above-mentioned
deponent was by me first duly sworn to testify to the
truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth
concerning her knowledge in the matter of the case of
ALICE L. WARREN, ADMINISTRATRIX OF THE ESTATE OF JOHRN
H. WARREN, DECEASED vs. THE DOW CHEMICAL COMPANY, ET
ALS, now pending in the United States District Court
for the District of Massachusetts. - -

I further certify that the within testimony was
taken by me stenographically and reduced to
typewritten form under my direction by means of
COMPUTER ASSISTED TRANSCRIPTION; and I further
certify that said deposition is a true record of the
testimony given by said witness.

I further certify that I am neither counsel for,
related to, nor employed by any of the parties to the
action in which this deposition was taken; and,
further, that I am neot a relative or employee of any
attorney or counsel employed by the parties hereto,
nor financially or otherwise interested in the
outcome of the action.

WITNESS my hand and seal this 26th day of

November, 1990. s
V!;Mdé(ﬁ / m . \Zéﬁaﬁ Z?Qc
Kathleen M. Houghton

Notary Public
Shorthand Reporter

My commission expires
April 17, 1992.
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SIGNATURE PAGE - ERRATA SHEET

I, the undersigned, Ruth G. Griffith, do hereby
certify that I have read the foregoing transcript of
my testimony given in the matter of WARREN vs. THE
DOW CHEMICAL COMPANY, et als, and that to the best of
my knowledge, said transcript is true and accurate
(with the exception of the following corrections
listed below):

Line:

DEPONENT'S SIGNATURE:

RSV0022873

COMPUTERIZED TRANSCRIPTION PHILBIN & ASSOCIATES




