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Pollution Sewage killing marine life

The way in which several tons ot
the industrial chemicaly polychior-
nated biphenvis, or PCBs are be-
wip gumped cuoh yesr in coastal
-waters round Dritain is autlined in
a report (rom the Fresnwater
Fusheris  Labnratory,  Pitlochry,
lund.

1t provides the pusnbio explana.
tion of how this substance has been
able to accumviate ofishore in
u;rmkut Qquantilies to harm marine

e
 Anzicty abmut the spread of
PCHy has grown over the pust two
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i carned by bost to the estuary
and dumpod in deep water i
miles southr of Garroch Heed, hie
of Bute. ]

1t appears that it is in this pec-
cess that of hiphenvla ur

dumped in the northern Jrish e
and Thunies estuary, B
Me, Holdon suggests thut some
PCBs muy be enkering the sea
divectly 10 areas where waste is
[T} ufishore without rrest.

deing dispersod in the sou. Prelim-
inary ostirutes sugzest that about
a ton of PCUs is being dumped i
the Clyde estuary this way.
Similar dJdisposal oporationa (¢
Manchester and London ivdicate
that similar quantities are being

ment, ang the disposat of sludpe on
fand could kad to PCR rﬂ?lm
entering the terresirial ovosysiem
by t-ansfor through food chains.
By Pearce Weight, Science
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yearu with the detaction of harm- °

ful levels in sca birds, scals and

'other murme life. There chemicalt
;have been a contnbutary caune of -

ithe deuth of large populations of
laome wildlife specics. ,
| PCBy are produced [or a wide

lvurkly of industrin) procoses. The

veomed

tory effluent into tivers and thenve.
downa to estuaries. But it hay heen
(diffieult to reconcile this iesmingly
israightforward evont with the find-
1ing of biphenyl substanocs in cere
i\lm cancs of wildlife death. .
. The invasugatios at Pitlochry

sturied from an analiws of manne

{(ish und moifuscs in Scottish watcrs
1hat_showed Lhe -highent rasidues.
iof PCBy 12 be in sawples. laken
! from the Firth of Clyde. :
1 Atilempis were made 10 (rave
rthe sounce of pollwtion by exam-

< *ining the vanous waters dischatped

“intv the nves ot trisrvais.along the
Clyde 10 U ¢contre of Girawgom.

No  detevtable  amounts  wite
fownd: nor ware any apprevciahly
Jeveln shown in an examinative of
the cltluent feom the trunk acwery
varrymg the mak of trested waste
dincharged from many husdreds of
fetorien, .

In the rfeport Mr. A V. Holden

waed 10 studying the sewage
sludpe from treatment works which
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