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SHIPBUILDERS COUNCIL OF AMERICA

T 7 3Q  K  S T R E E T  N. W . ■ W A S H IN G T O N , D.C- 3D O Q S  ■ a O S |3 3 B -V 7 S S

April 14, 1969
To: BOARD OF DIRECTORS

w

S ubject: S afe ty  M a tte rs
You w ill r e c a l l  th a t a t  th e  M arch  5 m ee tin g  of th e  B oard

s e v e ra l  m a t te r s  w e re  d is c u s s e d  re la t in g  to  sa fe ty  and h e a l th  in  sh ip ­
y a r d s ,  T hese  in c luded :

a .  H andling of p o te n tia lly  exp lo siv e  sh ips by r e p a i r  
y a r d s ,  and
b .  R ev ised  W alsh -H e a ley  P u b lic  C o n tra c ts  A ct S afety  
and  H ealth  S ta n d a rd s , p a r t ic u la r ly  th re sh o ld  l im i ts  on 
n o ise  and a sb e s to s  d u s t .
As d ire c te d  by the  B o a rd , the  S afety  C o m m ittee  consid

e re d  th e se  su b je c ts  at i t s  m e e tin g  A p ril 2, and its  rec o m m e n d a tio n s  
to  the B o a rd , b a se d  on ex tended  d is c u s s io n , a re :

A sb e s to s  F ib e r  H ea lth  H a za rd s  in  S h ip y ard s
T hese  p ro b le m s  r e q u ir e  c lo se  s c ru tin y , p ro m p t a c tio n

and co o rd in a tio n  w ith  p a ra l le l  e ffo r ts  in o ïh e r  in d u s t r i e s .  To th is  
e n d , the C ouncil should  re q u e s t  a ll  m e m b e rs  to .p rov ide  any in fo r ­
m a tio n  they  m ay  have a s  to s tu d ie s  being  m ade  of th e se  p ro b le m s , 
v is i ts  f ro m  r e s e a r c h  g ro u p s , and so  on . C on tac t w ith  the  p u b lic  
r e la t io n s  f i r m  of H ill & K now lton , In c . w hich  now r e p r e s e n ts  Johns 
M anville  C o r p . ,  and  w ith  the  A m e ric a n  M ed ica l A sso c ia tio n  w as a lso  
su g g e s te d .

H andling of P o te n tia lly  E x p lo siv e  Ships by U .S . R e p a ir  Y ard s
T h e re  a r e  so m e  obv ious d iffe re n c e s  of o p in io n  on th is  m a t-

t e r ,  and th e re fo re  it  is  reco m m en d ed  th a t a su rv e y  s im i la r  to th a t m ad« 
in  1963 should  a g a in  be m ade to d e te rm in e  the  p r e s e n t  p o s itio n  of the 

. in d iv idua l m e m b e rs  of the C ouncil on th is  q u e s tio n . — _PLAINTIFF'S - EXHIBIT -
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D e ta ils  of the  S afe ty  C o m m itte e 's  d is c u s s io n  of th e s e  su b ­
je c ts  a re  c o v e red  in  th e  a tta c h e d  M inu tes of the A p ril 2 m e e tin g .

On the a ssu m p tio n  th a t the above re c o m m e n d a tio n s  a re  
a cc ep ta b le  to th e  B o a rd , a l l  m e m b e rs  a re  re s p e c tfu l ly  u rg e d  to  p r o ­
vide p ro m p tly  any in fo rm a tio n  on s tu d ie s  of a sb e s to s  and n o is e  p ro b ­
le m s  o r  v is i ts  f ro m  r e s e a r c h  g ro u p s th ey  m a y  see  f i t  to s h a re  w ith  
the C ouncil-

W ith re g a rd  to  the  handling of non gas f re e d  s h ip s ,  p ro m p t 
r e tu r n  of the e n c lo se d  su rv e y  w ill a lso  be  a p p re c ia te d .

Y our re p ly  p r io r  to  M ay 17 w ould be m o s t h e lp fu l .

Edw in M, - ^ " rTTh 
P re s id e n t

Copy to: S afety  C o m m ittee
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