Personsl and Confidential

e, Herry W. Keley,
™ o wre
Desr Herry:

The following is a summary of the informetion available in
{altizore, pertaining Yo the cleaning of a leaded gasoline storage tank ab
thie Tidewater Terminal, Curtis Bay, Haryland. This information wes obtained
following o telephons call on Tuesday morning, August 13, from the privets
rhysician of one of the men engaged in the tank cleaning work and covers
the situation as we know it up to the present date.

“ork started et the Torminal in question aboub the first of
July, involving pipe line changes and the cleening of a fusl oil storege
‘;ank, bthe work being done under the immediate supervision of i, E. W,
orsey of the Engineering Department of Tidewater's Eastern Division, with
offices in New York City. It was later decided %to clean leaded gasoline
storene tank #T-1, a tank of 80,000 bbl, capacitv. Sometime prior to the
start of the work on tank #T~1, Xr. Assistant Chief Engineer
of Tidewater's Bastern Division, and in authority over ii. Dorsey, came to
Zaltinore to supervise the work. The tank was pumped out Seburdsy night,
August 3, . reported to have worked all night., The tank was
euntered Sunday, August 4, with eirline nesks,and some "heavy stuff”™ was re-
noved. Complete informetion is not availeble on the names or the mumber of
men in the tenk on this date. It is thought that a man by the name of MoQuay,
e helper to Mr. Dorsey, was in the tank on that .date. FPossibly lr. Dorsey
can clarify this point.

The tenk was steamed for nine hours on Honday, August 5, and
allowed to cool and air through Tuesday, August 6. There is no definite
information indicebing that anyone was in the tank from Sunday until Viednesday
morning. Ir. Dorsey left Baltimore "about Tuesday" for 2 tank cleaning job
in Renseleer, lew York, taking with him, it is reported, his helper,
¥r. HeQuay.

On Wednesday morning, August 7, the cleaning was started, the
workers wearing alrline masks and boots, but some at least without gloves.
On Thursday, August 8, the work continued, some of the workers working part
of the time. &t least, without masks. One worker, Curtis Hermen, not using
a mask, refused to continue work in the tenk at 10:00 A.l. Thursday morning.
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Packing of masks {or shipment to Mr. Dorsey in Remselaer was reported %o
have started at noon on Thursday. However, zrparently there was some
question cn the advisebility of working without mesks, for there were
comments indicating that the wesks were then unpacked, or at leagst the
packing was delayed until later in the day. GSome masks were used during
the afternoon. It is not known at this time whether or not all the workers
ir the tank during the afterncon used msasks.

The masks wore shipped sometime late Thursday to Renselaer, and
the work continued ¥Friday without this equipment. It scems well established
that the sctual removal of sludge had not been campleted when the masks
were shipped. Part of Friday, August 9, was devoted to sweeping a rusty
siaterial from the bobttom of the tank. Considsrable water ssems to heve besem
used throughout the cleaning procees. In addition to“ one
otner man is said to have noted some 1llness during the work on inursday or
Tridey sund did not contlinue work, at least inside the tank. During the
neriod Wednesday, Thursday sand Friday, a total of nine men had entered the
tenk, and their nsmes are as follows:

tr. el‘b i1l when he was bathing Friday evening,
conplaining of the gasoline fumes in the shower room. He returned to work
Ssturday morning, finding that some of his crew, at leest, were at the
plant, but reportinz illness. He ocelled or had someone else call Dr. Rubine,
one of the Doctors hendling compensation caeses for the Luibsrmen's Mubusl.
A Dr., Wilkerson is said to head the group of Loctors handling compensation
casaey for that insurance compsny,

obtained three more employees,m,

mland ‘and finished the cleaning of 8nK LaTurdey

;i ng. i1ni6 work is said to have consisted of cleaning the rusty msterial
from a small srea adjegsent to the manhead. This is reported to have
required two or three hours, with the impression that the usuel schedule of
fifteen minutes in the tenk and forty~five minutes osutside the tank wes
being meintained. One of the men| adviged that he had been
in the tank only sbout fifteen minutes, and t prior to the time the
tank was closed. MiMr. wes exemined by Dr. Rubine after the work
wa6 finished, apperently about noon, and was told to go home and go %o bed,
and thet he would be all right Monday morning.
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Tew details are avallable on the happenings bebween Saturday
noon, August 19, and Tuesday norning, August 13, Pive mon in addition ts
. ‘vﬁera knowm to be 111, and theiy names are os follows:

A+ . Soboleski was renorted to have been taken %o the hospital sometime
{londay, Auvsust 12,

Tuesday morning, August 13, we receive o from Dr. James
¢, Howell, privets physician for many years to Mr. » Telephons

conversabions followed bstweon our Baltiore Office and Dr. dachle in
Cincinnati. I called on Hr. S5. P« Wige, Cunerintendent of the Tidewater

Terminal in Jaltimore, and on Nr.‘ obtaining informetion on
the tank cleaning. Ifr. Witter was ranbling anc somewhet confused in his con-

versation, but most of his comments were relevent. Mr. Wise advised that
tha five other men 1ill were under the care of & physicisn., Dr. dradin ar-
rived lats Tuesday night.

— dled early “edresday morning, Auvzust 14, e
definitely lesrnmed, for the first time, t hat nore than six men had been in

the tank, and the nsmes, addresses and some direct or indirect informetion
was obtained on each.

reported some
ilIness. wno were in bthe tank

Sgturday morn

ry
inge

ing, epparently noted no ill effec 3.

YN -
o the hospitw rhursday, August 14

taken to the hospital on Ffridey, August 16.

Tidewster engaged workmer for covering the sludge pits and
areas whare liguid had overflowed. 7These men were completely sguipped with
special clothes, rubber gloves, beots end canister masks. The pite were
covered Thursdey efternocon and Friday, Auzust 15 ard 16, but because of the
large area over which liquid wes said to have flowed, the turning of that
ground was not completed until Monday afternoon, August 19. All of this
work was supervised by members of the Baltimore Divigion,

. Dr. Schredin left Ealtimore Fridey night, and no effort will be
mnde to irclude in this letter s resume of his many calls and conferences
during his three deys in Baltimore. Dr, Schradin may have some information
on the procedures used during the tank clemning, in addition to that con-
tained in this report.
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Reports that and wers oritically 111
continued over the week end, but Tuesday it was learned through ir. 8. P.
#ise that both men had shown improvement, especially Their
reports continue to be favorasble today. end
were released Irom the hoepitel Saturdey, s one of Them, & rd
returning for treatment over the week end. mere is little Specif’ic infor-
on on the other men in the hospital, who were not as seriously 11l as
and -, exoept that their condition seems to be satisfactory.

The Baltimore American, Sunday, August 18, published informa-
tion on the zocident. This paper hams been forwarded to lir. 0, B. lewies.
Yo news item was noted in the other Baltimore papers.

¥r. R, E, Bennar, Chief Englineer of the Eastern Division of
Tidewnter, arrived in Baltimore on Wednesdey, August 14, and Dr. Schrsadin,
r. Cronin end I talked with him Wednesdey svening. ir, Cronin snd I
conbirued our discussion with Mr. Benner when Dr. Schradin left for a csll
ot the hospitel. As Mr. Benner is listed as the “asuthority man", we feel
that you will be especially interested in a brief resume of our discussion.

¥r. Denner commented at some length on his Safety rules end
regulations, epperently wishing to estsblish the thoroughness of his depart-
ment in this respect. He also commented at some length on the ability of
Er. 1s Assistant, indicating that he felt ¥Mrd must heve been
affed y the fumes, intense hest, etc., prior to the hat the masks
were removed; otherwise, he would not have permitted thils violation of their
Safety presctice. Ve did not discourasge iir. Benner's thought that B»ﬂ.r._
w%as not in complete possession of his mental faculties at the time he per-
nitted the removal of the masks and the shipment of the equipment from
Baltimore. This possibility wes pointed out to Mr, Denner as enother reason
for his sccepting the essistance of the Safety Ingineers of the Ethyl
Gesoline Corporation in tank cleaning supervision work. He heartily agreed,
mnd when notification plans were discussed, he advised that he would
astablish a dual notificstion system whereby a member of his office staff
and the Engineer in charge of the work would both notify the Ethyl Gasoline
Corporation, advising him in turn that the notifications had been given;
further, that he would, on his chart pertaining to tank cleaning work,
ogtablish a columm for checkling to see that thess notifications were handled.
Prior to this time, when Dr. Schradin was participating in the discussion,
the latter aslked Mr. Benner if he made a practice of notifying the Ethyl
tssoline Corporation of hia plans to clean leaded grnooline tanks. MNr. Benner
gdvised that sometimes he did eand somstimes he did not. This comment, with
those of later in the evening, left me with the impression that lir. Benmner
had not in the past felt that the assistance of the Ethyl Gasoline Corpore~
tion was that which he should have but rather thet which he could have if he
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chose., It wes no epologetie comment or tone when he advised that some-
times he did and sometimes he did not notify the BEthyl Gmsoline Corpora-
tion. He gsave no impression of having previously felt thet he considersd
it andvisable or necessary to errange for the asslistence of an Ethyl
Safety Engineer in the cleaning of all leaded gesoline tenks. At one
noint he inquired if there were any cherge for the services of one of

our Safety Ungineers, stating that he hed never received any bill when
one had been present on his tank cleaning work. Mr. Benner, throughout
the conversation, seemed to express a very favorable attitude towerd ths
Ethyl Gesoline Corporation.

During the evening M¥r., Benner steted that he had tank cleaning
notilication cards on hand and that e representative of' the Ithyl Ussoline
Corporation had callsd on him in the past. 1In fact, he used the term
"called regulsrly.®

In spite of %the calls made on lir. Denner, 1t seems obvious that
he did rot consider the notification of the Ethyl Gasoline Corporstion of
tenk cleaning vlans as & "aust." #ithout any such direct statements on
hig part, I seinsd ths lapression thet uis previous abttitude had been thet
the services of an Ethyl Sefety Lnzinser were available if he wanted them,
end I am inslined to belisve thet he honestly looiked at the matter as one
of being "his choice." It is obvlous that he had confidence in his Safety
rulss end regulations and in his Engineers in charge of the tank cleaning
work. !ost men in such a position neturally heve that feeling of confidence.
It i3 also obviocus thet a representative of another company, the kthyl
Gasolins Cornoration, faces e difficult problem in implanting in the minds
of sush men that notification is a "must." A representative or a Safety
Engineer nay be svecessful in convineing most Authority Men, or even a very
hizh percentaze of them, thet notification should be a "must," but the
chances of establishing it as such in the minds of the necessary 100x of
the men they contact seem questionable.

Althouzh through the reguests of the members of our organization
directly to this group we may be successful in & high psroentege of the
cases, I believe that to clearly establish the notification ss a "must,”
specific orders from those to whom they are responsible sre required, if
ve ere to obtain complete cooperation from all Authority lien. You,no doudbt,
have ziven sonsideration to thia, and I hops to hayve an ornortunity at the
coming Division Heeting for a discussion with you on this point.

|

Yours very truly,

//’ ea

HCD:R « C. Doss,.
4
/

€C: Dr. R. A. Kehoe. \/

KE 0021169



