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“Report Paints

- Grini‘Picture

. Of Ashestos

3. " By Cstoline E. Mayer

o ; Wasninglep Foel Suatt Wrikee
. *More thaii’ 200,000 of the 9 mil-
Jion surviving ‘workers who have
Ibeen exposed o ashestos during the
-2 tpast 40 yesrs will. die of asbestos-
®usociated ,gan_cer_“_:f the end of the
,-<entury, an:internal Department of
-Labor report concludes. :
:" 1 Tholsands.ol mote cancer deatha
+ .4l occuz among the workers® family

- meinbers’ds swell a3 among consum.
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. former’ members .ol the Armed

*” Porces who were exposed to the can-

- cer-cawing midefdl, The report con.
chudes. The-650-pagt’ report, which

. is expeed 16" betakeesed by the
Labor Depsiiment early next year,
was - oblained”. by ‘the Washinglon
Insurance’Newsletier, -

Even before, its.relesse, a number
of insurance cobpanies were criti-
cizing the report,”ivhich was pre.
pared by Dr, Itving d- Selikoff, a spe-
cialist in dequipational “disease, espe-
cially eshésio-associated cancer,

If its findingy:areaccepted by the
Department. of: Lahdr, the report

. could lead t6 sigaificAut changes in

policy. Yor one thing, it could Jead to

.. tighter standards’.for-asbestos expo-

*- sure in thework: plade. The Oceupa-

*  tional Health-2ad:Safely Adminise

* fration” iy, %cheduked to seview the

- current pulgnet-fear;

" The:report™ako could lead to
changes ia % Wégker™ compentation
programs and hroduct lishility laws.
The report conchudes that as the
number of- deathis tifcrease and as
the public beconied more aware of
their.* caust; =5 7.many additional

- worker diesbli{ty:claims and damage
suits will be fijed: that the exfstin

. compensation-and legal systems wiﬁ

not be able to handle them, -

‘The. inerease”,In tlitigation also
could hurt the. financial stability of
many Insurén¢e companies that end

: up paying, the’‘monetery domnges,

3

. the report notes, 4 -

Among its specific findings:

* Approximately 8,500 asbestos.
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{ASBESTOS. FromDs *
related @n&";@e{t}zs’l}ge ¢ocurzing
" annually- among: sworkers who were
. expoted to. a.sb_'&sté&'s'ince 194C. This
total will risé:to-absut.10,000 by the
| year 1990, v st 2 .ot
¢ There was'né!minimum expo-
sure level at &hich workers are safe.
. Less -than_one’.indnth of work was
suffident to.increase the risk of
- deathf significanlly, <05
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® Even consumers who use asbes.

- 108 products and employes who are
. not exposed. 'dircc(,ly.)to asbestos
- whert itis used ace risks. “We may
. haveSto inclide risk to the arage
; Supervisor oro¥her: it addition to
“the braké.repair “roechanic, to the
- supervising -archifect 2 well as the
-carpentet, the, naval draftsman as
well &s the shippard. Welder, and to
the plent guard af. theiasbestos fac.
- tory,” the report siysy :
¢ Expisure 457 2sb55 108 increased
.the 1isk of Jung'cancer about four or
five timel. "The risk is even higher to
-exposed workers who also smoke—
- 50 iimes as’great as that of & non.
-smoker nat exposed to asbestos and
Jfive times greatep thin other smok-
-ers, o Tree s, -
- ¢ The number of lawsuits against
-menvfacturers of ashestos products
-has increased dramaticatly. :
2. Incthe fical"yZar -that ended
-Macch 1, 1976, 124 suits were pend-
ing dgainst=Johns-Manvills Corp.,
-the nation’s Jrgest ashestos compa-
ny. In 1978 that numbsr grew to
623, and from 1950 to 1981 the
*number. zosex-from- 2,857 to 6,800,
according "o’ "2 "~ Johns-Manville
sp\qkwnan. " g
r

CAPCO JUEN 0O

13312

———



-

From:,.

[4

' T €. Osbome W

CAPCO JUEN 0013311

\




