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INDUSTRY RESPONSE TO EPA PROPOSED RULEMAKING

On Jonuary 23, 1986, the U.S, Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) annownced it will

gf:rcpom o rule prohibiting the monulocture ond sale of asbestos-cement {AJC) pipe ond
ittings.

It is importont thot you understand that this will be a proposal for comment, not o finol
rule that has the force of law. The manviacturers of A/C pipe want you fo know that
fhey plan to oppose the proposed ban through EPA's rulemdking process and, if necessary,
the courts. This precess probably will lost for yearss Therefore; it is the lndustry’s
intention ¥o continue producing and selling AJC pipe products.

This decision is founded on the Firm belisf that workers manufocturing and installing AfC

pipe are oot ot increased risk, nor {s the general public. (ingesied asbestos via drinking
water is not an EPA concern in this proposed rulemdking.)

EPA's proposal will be Issued under authority of the Toxic Substances Control Act. This
low empowers the Agency fo regulate products iy in the judgement of the EPA
Adminisirator, they represent “unreasonoble risks™. The proposal will express the opinion
that there may be additional risks to workers alreody protected by Occupational Safety
and Health Administration {(OSHA) reguiation — including the siringent asbestos
occupational standard which will be in place by mid-1286,

We disogree on $wo counts. First, EPA has no legal outhority to regulate workplaces.
Second, even if the Agency hod legol authority, the “risks” of monufochuring AJC pipe
are peither uareasoncble nor significant.

For well over a decode, the AJC pipe indusiry hos shored EPAYS interests that the
munufacture ond vse of AJC pipe be os safe os scientifically ond economicolly feasible.
We have lobored responsibly and continuously 1o comply with environmental regulations.
During this period the following focts formed the basis of Industry's pesitions

o  Asbeslos Is unique ond irreplacecble in the manufocture of AJC pipe.

o The risks , if any, from occupational exposures fo asbestos have been
minimized through manufocturers' complionce with OSHA stondards and
uvse of industry-recommended work proctices §or A/C pipe field
operotions

o There is no evidence thot current environmental discharges from AfC
pipe plonts, if they ccour at all; resolt in a risk to the general public.

° A bon on AJC pipe is not supported by medicol/scientific evidence.
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