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RUTHERFORD T. JOHNSTONE, M. D.

Srockman Building
520 “est Seventh Street
Los Angeles 1k, Calif.

May 18, 1955

¥, Hanfred Bowditch

Lead Industries Association
h20 Lexiﬂgtsn Ave.

¥ew York 17, ¥. Y.

Dasr ¥r. Zowditeh:

I have your letter of May 16, 1955 together with 2 copy of the letter to
yvou from ¥r. Brian Taylor of the Broken [Iill Associated Proprietary Limited,
Melbourne, Australia, r. Taylor's communication states that the Federal
UGoverrment has been asked to legislate azainst the manufagturing of paint
containing wore than five per cent soluble lead. The request is made by

an Crganisation of the Blind.

My reoaction to the above requested legislation is that a similar regquest
could Le made by assocliations repressnting crlwyles, nephrities or dyspep—
tics and for oeﬁter raassﬁ, namely, if lead intoxication 1s present, ine
testinal colic is freguent, nsphritis nuch leas Irequent and so with wrist
CI0Pe

Optic nourditis wee reporbed as resulting from abnormal sbscrption of lead
many yesrs age in Uurope winere modern industrisl hyziene was not praciiced.
Lr. £lice flamilton states PYoptic neurlils has rarely been reported in the
United States." Those cases that have been reporited are due to an induse
trial exposure which occurred in the carly part of this cenbury and {again)
wefore good industrial hysiens wes existent.

The legislation (if not in existence in Australia and it undoubtedly is)
should be directed toward the mammer and contitlons of exposure. in umy
opinion optic neouritiszs would not occur under ordinary use of any standard
paint on the market. In twenty years of a medical practice entirely limited
te elinical industrial toxicology I have never seen a caae of optic neuri=
tis occurring in any type of exposure to lead., Furthermore, even the com-
monest type of lead intoxication, lead colic, is now exceedingly rare in
painterse

For the above reasons I feel the request for the aforementioned legislation
is unwarranted.

Yours very truly,

/e/ R. T. Johnstone, M. D.
H. T. Jonnstone, ., D,

= (Quldd



