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The ocutlock for lesad in Argentine is decidedly grim, 3t. Joe's Aguilar
Mine is the caly producer at present, slthough there are prospectsa with possi- =
Bilities, under & favershle governmental olimate. At lsast cne new lead-sine
mine has besn fully developed but ocannot be brvught into production des to e
chargs restrictions on the importation of the necessary equipment, )

Some idea of conditions in Argentina can be foimed whem you realise there
mnam-uuoudvtpor'ukuthmmtmtmmu‘m
world, They will probably have to import wheat this year rether than sxpors as
in the past,and their money’is not readily oonvertitls even in neighboring
countries,for exmple, Peru and Cidle,

In addition, the countryts government owned and opersted transportatioa
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system i3 greatly in need of rehabilitation,and the effect is particularly marked
in those areas served by only ore rxilroad, Outside of the metropolitan areas,
little improvement has besn made in the highways during the Peron regiame,

1ead production at Aguilar has suffered a sore or less stesdy dealine fream
a Mgh of 26,368 metric minl%Otouonmmls,me this year, laok
of spare parts,opersting supplies and acdemiming equifment, caused bty the Bance

Centralia denial of the required exchange,is largely responsidls for tids ecme
dition, ‘

9 ® Presented st the 24th Annual quu, 1sad Industrise Aseccistion,
ipril 18-19, 1952, Chicege,Ill, . : ‘
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For the past year the price received for pig lead produced ia srgenting
has been 2,000 pescs per metric tam, At the realistic black market rste of sz~
changs of 3O pesos to the dollar, this is ) cents per pound] This omditiom,
which advervely affects the development of Argentina‘s natural rescurces, is cne
of the results of the Lnsvitabls price controls of this comiination totalitarisne
welfare stats, ) ‘

Fringe labor costs for pensions,sick lsave,severance pay, Christass boous,
ste, Lamm‘nmmuwbcunnnuo,muinunmtound-
one-balf times the 19L3 rates, In the United Statss we are grevely concerned with
Iringe costs of 20-25%5, It 1s spparent then that the Argentine econcmy camot
stand an indirect cost of 7S% for time not worked. Until recently there has been
50 wage oeiling. The one recently established, if it eu;u'un.aaumu.
provides & minimm of 805 above Septesder, 159 rates mnd the govermment volded
all collsctive barysining agreensnts that ¢id not meet tids requirement,

Argenting is basically rich in its natursl resources,pecpls asd climatie
conditions. 1n spite of the country's present ecomamdc plight, largely broughd
sbout by unfortunets goverrmental policies,it oculd, given g few ywars of cone
structive changes in the viewpoint of the govermment such as Peru has recently
experienced, retum to 1ts former position as one of the wealtiiest per cepita
nations of the world,

On the cther hand, one of the bright spots in the mining world sinoe the
war has been Yorth Africs,particularly the eastemrn section of Morcoco, The Sociebe
des Mines de Zellidja st Bou Beker,which prior %0 the war was just ocming imde
production,has,in the past two years,greatly expanded its operstioms, Starting
ul9h6nt§ sssistance from the Mewont Mining Corporsticm and the Bt, Joseph
1sad Comparyy, 201144Js has expandsd 1ts mining and ailling operstions from around
8,000 tons to & present rete of approximately 100,000 tons per momth, Curreat
production from this property is now approxiastely 3,250 mstrio tons of pig lead
and 1,600 tons of sinc per month, Zellidja's neighdor, the Toudsset Xine of the
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Poyals Asturionne, wiich in 1945 was trosting less than LOO tons per day, has
incroasod fts xilling facilitiea to somothing over 1,000 tons per day. Zsllidists
othar neighbor, Sociste Nord Africsine du Plomb, sxpocts to be ia production Yy
fall, st a rate approaching 1,000 tons dxily,

The ore doposits at Tallidja, Touissst and Nord Africaine have some
similarity to those in Southesst Missouri, but considered as s whole, the sree
is anrked dy quite dafinite soning. Ihe orvs in the Toulsset Mine which lies
to the west of 2ellidja, contain relatively little zine; and thoss of Mord
ifricaine to the east, are primarily ainc with s relativaly low load coatent.

The ore vhich Zsllidja is now milling and which i3 more or less ropresentative

of the dulk of the kn»m resarves, runs about Lf load and ascut 3§ to 3.5K since
mumaamnumumummmw-t

Ouod B Hrisor, about 16 kilometers from the mine, a Scotoh Haarth smelting plant

with 10 Bousan hearths and a lead blast furnaco is in the procoss of comstruction,
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2inc concentratas, and any sxcess losd concentrates from Zallidjs, sre trucked
%o the railroad at Oued Bl Buimer and shipped scme 60 wiles to the Port of
poupours Just over the Moroccan 1ine in .lgiers, Toulsset concontratos and the
1ine concentrates from Yord .fricaino will be hondled in the samo manner.
Morocco 49, of course, within tha Fronch Coloninl Espirs, and herotofore,
with minor sxvoptions, most of thls production has movod to France or Belgime
smtltors and has buon disposcd of within Motropolitan Francc. It is umlikaly
that therv will by ary substantial movomont of oithor metal or concuntrates
direct from North .frica o the Umitod Statcs, although indirectly repymont
of 3.C.A. loans %0 the Z:llidja compary will be made by & portion of this proe

duction ovur ths puriod of tho roxt five orf eix yourse
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