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Dear Madam/Sir,

Response to Questions about Risk Management Activities on PFOS

I am writing to request your response, by 12 July, to the questions below concerning current or planned
risk management activities in your country on PFOS (Perfluorooctane Sulfonate) and its salts.

At the 11" meeting of the Task Force on Existing Chemicals (27-28 May 2002), the Task Force endorsed a
draft assessment of PFOS and its salts that had been prepared by the US and the UK. The conclusions on the
hazards of these chemicals stated that they are persistent, bioaccumulative and toxic to man and the environment.
This assessment will be submitted to the 34™ Joint Meeting for endorsement and discussion of further work related

to the risk management of these chemicals.

To prepare for the Joint Meeting discussion on risk management of PFOS, the Task Force requested the
Secretariat to gather information from Member countries and industry on current and planned risk management
activities. The information collected will be included in a Joint Meeting discussion document.

Therefore, could you please respond to the following questions concerning PFOS (a letter with PFOS-
related questions more relevant to industry will be sent to BIAC):

1 Have you identified the exposure situation in your country? If so, please provide details as appropriate
(note that the assessment report on PFOS includes some exposure information gathered for OECD
countries and non-Member countries; please verify or amend this information as appropriate). if you

haven't yet identified the exposure situation, do you plan to do so?

2 Does your country currently regulate (or plan to regulate) the production, importation or use of PEOS
compounds?
3 If your country regulates, or plans to regulate PFOS substances:

3.a.1 please summarise the control action, date of implementation (or date the regulation will be

proposed), and chemicals covered by the action.
3.a.2 what PFOS substances (or uses) are not covered (or will not be covered) in the regulation

and why?
o
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4 Are you aware of (or involved with) any voluntary agreement with industry (or initiative by industry) to
phase out the production and/or use of PFOS substances? If so, please describe the agreement, and
deadline(s) for the phase-out.

5 Has your country taken action (or does it plan to take action) on PFAS (perfluoroalkyl sulfonates)? If so,
please answer questions 1 - 4 for PFAS. (PFAS is a generic term that includes PFOS chemicals. One
OECD country has initiated regulatory action on the entire category of PFAS.)

Please submit your responses to the questions by 12 July 2002 to Richard Sigman,

(Richard.Sigman@oecd.org).

Thank you for your assistance.

Yours sincerely,

Rob Visser



