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Gentlemen:

Early im March the "New York Times" and the '"Herald Tribume",
reporting the establishment of a new environmental health laboratory at
Mt. Sinal Hospital (New York City), revived some publicity (copy attached)
in regard to Asbestos dust as a health hazard. We understand that a few
newspapers in other cities picked it up,

"Out of context" reporting leads to erroneocus conclusions, and
this i8 no exception. Neverthelesgs, we should reckon that such a commentary
will recur, and all of us should use the tool we now have at our disposal to
make certain our customers are acquainted with the facts:

1. You have copies of Dr. Dernehl's "Asbestos Toxicology Report."
Additional copies are enclosed. Use these, and call particular
attention to Dr. Dernehl's statements in regard to "Threshold
Limit Value"fur asbestos. Control of asbestos dust exposure

i{s necessary, as is control of exposure to any of a variety of
dusty operations.

2, Union Carbide pellets offer a clear-cut weans of handling
asbestos under exceptionally low dust conditions,

3. No work yet conducted or published presents, nor pro-
fesses to present, incontrovertible proof of a relationship
between cancer and asbestos. Some publications have re-
ferred to the association of deleterious organic compounds,
among them jute oilg from jute sacking material, and 3,4
benzo(a) pyrene, We do not use jute bags. Further, we are
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analyzihg tandom samples of our product, and expect shortly
to prove the absence of any polycyclic aromatics.

Your pelleted asbestos affords customers the best means of avoiding
dust hazards. Make this clear,

" Very truly yours,

A.E.Pufahl/dh

Enclosures

W
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?‘A shestos Dust Called aHazard
! To at Le~st One-Fourth of U.S.

| : ‘

"Dy JANI B, BRODY
| Asbestas .ust, whichh has a\-\strucuon worlters and
ready been connccted withlfamilie,s.
the development of fatal can-
ser in one-halt of asbest,osithree recent limited studies, the
workers, may be a ' potentizl{dangers might extend to the

acalth hazard for one-quarter Bencral population,'The studies,! .

of the population or more, 1tlwhlch involved autopsies on
was reported yesterday. “11,100 -persons in three cities,

This prellminary finding was!showed that 25 per cent of the
described by Dr. Irving J, Sell-/pcople had asbestos lodged in
koff in announccing the estab-|their lungs. S ’
lishment of™an “environmental] Dr. ~Selikoff explalned that

Jhealth  laboratory at Mount|the studies had used a “erude
einag i . technique” that disclosed only
[Sinat Hospital. The 1aboratory|those asbestos fibers that had

will  further investigate “thelnacome coated by an iron-rich
{drngers to man of asbestos and|yiterial while lodged in the

{other  cnvironmental contamle|lynes A more refined technique

thelr}-

According to the findings of {.
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linants.

. now shows that ma:. , persons
beg:\\: Sehkoif.sa)d the Mnkipaihor noncoated asbestos fi-

een cnncer and asbestos bers as well he said
had led him to suspect that ¢l ne saic.
other mineral dusts. that con- Now Study Started
taminate both urban and rurall Dr, Selikoff and his . eol-
air m‘xght. crcatg medical haz-|leagues at the new laboratory
ards for the public, - /have started a three-year study
The new laboratory will be(in which they will:

headed by Dr. Scllkoff who,| . GExamine, with the de-
with Dr, J:-5b Churg, found|ceased’s family's approval tihe
that asbeste wvorkers eventu-{lung tissu¢ of the from 3,000 to
ali  showed to seven times(4,000 persons expected to die in
tt normal death rate from Jung|the next two years at Mount

= e s

cancer and three times the nor-|Sinaf, Llmhurst Hospital and
maj death rate from cancer of{Veterans Hospital in the Bronx.
the stomach, colon and rectum.[The doctors will look for un-
Other Workers Affected coated as well as coated asbes-
Dr. Sollkotf noted that theltos fibers in the tissues.
dangers of exnosurc to asbestos| GLool for correlations be-
dust were n

ublquitoug Insulator and filler|In lung tissue.
materiai, The dangers, he sald,

ous trades,” such ag other con-l/relatives and other pertineat
e = " ‘ipackground information.
Asbestos is & fibrous mineral
highly valued for its noncore
roslve and long-wearing prop-
erties, In addition to its common
use as a fireproof material, Dr.
‘| Selikoff said, asbestos makes up
. about 50 per cent of asphall
. : tlle and is used in dental cement,
brake linings, plasties, beer fil-
ters, gas masks and paper. Until
last year, soms schools used
asbestos dust instead of .sand
for children to play in.
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mited to 't} isoltween the causes of death andjh =
who work directly with this the presence of asbestos fibersig -
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QDetermine the occupat.ion:zl!‘ti
Jextend to workers in “contigu- history of the deceased and thcirlu
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- les reveal that such workers
run four times the risk of

“was bad for your lungs. Now
“Insulation blowers,
. rates skyracketing.

"doctors at Mount Sina! Hos«

. be expeccted in a non-exposed
population.

o

. the same death raie a3 ths
-rest of the population.

- phasized yesterday by Dr.

“occasion of the
‘ment of an environmental

-~ pital.

. yemts Or more who were non-
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8 tﬁciy Links
Asbestos

To Cancer

By Earl Ubell
Scilance Editor

. Belentists have known {or
& Jong time that asbestos

8 study of New York City
workers, both roofers and
reveals
that exposure to the mineral
sends lung-cancer death

The flgures—gathered by

pital—show that such work-
ers have eight times the lung-
cancer death rate as would

More suprisingly, the stud-

getting cancer In other parts
of ‘tho body. }vlth cancer of
the colon particularly singled
out. For all other diseases,
the insulation workers have

These findings werd em-
Irving J. Selikoff, head "of
Mt. Sinal's Division of Envi-
ronmental Medicine, on the
establish-

health laboratory in the hos-
The Ilaboratory has
received granta totaling $324,-
000 from the United States
Public Health Service and
the New York Clty Health
Rescarch Council.

Dr. Selikoft elso pointed
out that cigareite smoking
‘seems to heighten the effects
of the asbestos. Among 130
men exposed to asbestos 20

smokers, he found one lung-
cancer . death among 310
‘smokers, 21 such deains. )
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