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Mr. E* J .  E l lsw o rth  i ■
Desert M inera ls ,  Inc ,  ■ • : . ' '
i0 9 i  South Coast Highway . .
Laguna. Beach, C a l i f o r n ia  92651

Dear Mr,. E l ls w o r th ;  .,■ ""■ ’ , .

in  answer to  your l e t t e r  o f  September 22 reg a rd in g  a tn in e ra lo g ic  d e f i n i t i o n  
d i t f e r e n t i a t i n g  between f ib ro u s  and n o n -a sh e s t i fo rm  TALC, I  am p leased  
to  quo te  from a v e ry  r e c e n t  a r t i c l e  t h a t  appeared in  Sc ience .  September 1?.
1 9 7 1 . . : . "  ; ■■■• , - . ... ----- ------:

AMERICAN CONFERENCE
■ ■". ■ V '■■... o f  : ’

GGVSRNMENTAl INDUSTRIAL HYGIENISTS

^ n 0 y
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"There i s  no f irm  m ln e ra lo g ie  d e f i n i t i o n  of commercial t a lc ,  
and in  moat a re a s  the  m in e ra l  Calc, forms much le s s  than  h a lf  
o f  commercial t a l c .  The com position  o f  commercial t a l c  v a r ie s  
w ith  the d e p o s i t .  Vermont mines produce a p l a t y  o r  g ra n u la r  ' 
type o f  m in e ra l  r e l a t i v e l y  f r e e  o f  a s b e s to s  m in e r a l s ( 1 ) .  New 
York and C a l i f o r n ia  t a lc s ,  c o n ta in  more f ib ro u s  s i l i c a t e s ,

: in c lu d in g  a n th o p h y l l i t e  and t r c m o l i t e ( 2, 5 ) , "  ■

Reference l  r e f e r s  'to?W eiss and Boehner, Arch. Environ. H ea lth  111, 30h ( I 9&7 ).
Reference  2 r e f e r s  to  Wright, Talc and Soapstone, C a l i f .  Divn. o f  Mines
Pub., B u l l ,  I 76, San F ran c isco ,  1957* Reference  3 r e f e r s  to  W ells, M in e ra l
F ac ts  and Problems,. U.S. Bu. of Mines, Washington, D.C., 1965. 4
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H erbert  E. S tok inger ,  .Sh.D. . .
.. Chairman ' 1

• . Threshold  L im its  Committee
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