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CAREY. CAREY-CAN ADI AN ASBESTOS
A DIVISION OF PANACON CORPORATION

P. O. BOX 15070. C IN C IN N A T I. 
T É LÉPH O N É : 513-821-3000

9 March 1972

O H IO  U.S.A. 45215 
C A B LE :  C A R Y M IN E S  
T E L E X :  21-4184

R. W. Grigg
Commodity P urchasing  Manager ■
K a ise r  Gypsum Co. In c .
K aiser. C en ter 
300 L akeside Drive
O akland, C a lifo rn ia  94604 *

Dear Ralph:

The enclosed  memo from R. J .  M e r r i l l ,  P re s id e n t, 
Carey-C anadian M ines, L td . ,  i s  in  answer to  your 
in q u iry  o f December 27 and f u r th e r  to  my l e t t e r  
o f  January  7 >

We t r u s t  h is  re p ly  w i l l  answ er your q u es tio n s .

We a re  p leased  to  be o f s e rv ic e .

S in c e re ly ,

H arold  F. X. P la te /jm  
S a le s  Manager

E n closu re

RECEIVED
. m a r  1 3  1372

K A I S E R  C E M E N T  *  G Y P S U M  
P U R C H A S I N G  O E P A P T M P N Y
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s u b j e c t -. L E T T E R  FR O M  R. W. GRIGG, KAISER GYPSUM CO. 
D e c e m b e r  27,  1971

I know of no b e t t e r  w a y  to e v a lu a te  the  h e a l t h  h a z a r d  of us ing  our  a s b e s t o s  
t h a n  to t e l l  the  s t o r y  of our  m in ing  o p e r a t i o n s .

I shou ld  f i r s t  point  out th a t  o u r  m in e  i s  lo c a t e d  a p p r o x im a te ly  15 m i l e s  
a w a y  f r o m  any of t h e . m i n e s  c o m p r i s i n g  the  T h e t f o r d  Mines  g roup and 
th a t  the  m a j o r i t y  of o u r  e m p lo y e e s  l ive  in  the  town of E a s t  B rough ton ,  w h ic h  
can ;be  c a l l e d  a " c o m p a n y  town" a s  o u r  m in ing  o p e r a t io n  is i t s  only i n d u s t r y .  
We .em ploy  300 h o u r l y  r a t e d  and  50 s a l a r i e d  e m p l o y e e s .  E a s t  B rough ton  
d e v e lo p e d  in the shadow of and  dow n -w in d  f r o m  o u r  f o r m e r  m ine ,  The 
Q u eb ec  A s b e s t o s  C o r p o r a t i o n ,  w h ich  o p e r a t e d  f r o m  1918 to 1958. D ur ing  
t h a t - p e r i o d  w e -em p lo y ed  up to 150 m e n .  Our  o r e  bod ies  of c h r y s o t i l e  
a s b e s t o s  f ib r e  con ta in  the h ig h e s t  p e r c e n t a g e  of a s b e s t o s  of any m ine  in 
Q uebec  an d  r e q u i r e  m u c h  m o r e  c r u s h i n g  and g r ind ing  to r e l e a s e  the a s b e s t o s  
t h a n  the o r e s  of t h e 'T h e t f o r d  g roup  o r  th a t  of J o h n s - M a n v i l l e .  We r e c o v e r  
the  a s b e s t o s  by d r y  m i l l in g ,  c r e a t i n g  a lo t  of d u s t  in the  p r o c e s s .  M o d e r n  
m i l l s  c o l l e c t  th is  dus t  w i th  a bag  f i l t e r .  The p r o d u c t  of the bag f i l t e r s  is  
p a r t l y  p r o c e s s e d  and  g r a d e d  to be so ld  a s  7RF and 7T F .  As th e r e  i s  i n s u f ­
f i c i e n t  m a r k e t  fo r  a l l  of the dus t  c o l l e c t e d ,  the  b a lan c e  is  d i s c a r d e d  w i th  
the  t a i l i n g s  p ro d u c t  f r o m  the m i l l  and  i s  s t a c k e d  in m oun ta inous  h e a p s  
a d j a c e n t  to  the  m i l l .

The Q uebec  A s b e s t o s  C o r p o r a t i o n  m i l l  w as  not equ ipped  with a bag f i l t e r .
The e x t r e m e l y  d u s ty  a i r  in the  m i l l  i n t e r i o r  w a s  p a s s e d  th rough  cyc lone  
c o l l e c t o r s  and e x h a u s t e d  f r o m  t h e m  to the  a t m o s p h e r e .  Th is  p a l l  of d u s t  
s e t t l e d  c o n t in u a l ly  o v e r  the town. The  t a i l i n g s  h e a p s  w e r e  a l so  u p -w in d  
f r o m  the  town so d u s t  f r o m  th a t  s o u r c e  a l s o  c o v e r e d  the  town. It w as  only  
in  1958 a f t e r  we bu i l t  ou r  new o p e r a t i o n ,  C a r e y - C a n a d i a n  M ines ,  t h r e e  m i l e s  
n o r t h e a s t ,  and  dow n-w ind  f r o m  the  town,  th a t  the  tow nspeople  could  b r e a t h e  
a  d u s t - f r e e  a t m o s p h e r e .  Our  new o p e r a t i o n  m a i n t a i n s  w o r k e r  e n v i r o n m e n t  
be low  10 f i b r e s  p e r  c. c. and the  d u s t  f r o m  o u r  t a i l in g s  h e ap s  i s  d i s s i p a t e d  
o v e r  a n  u n p o p u la te d  a r e a .

Fo»m 5339-2 4/29 7 0



s ' age i  wo

Thi3 s o m e w h a t  d e ta i l e d  d e s c r i p t i o n  of o u r  f o r m e r  o p e ra t io n s  and the 
u n f o r t u n a t e  f o r m e r  p light of ou r  e m p l o y e e s  w a s  n e c e s s a r y  to show that 
o u r  o ld  e m p l o y e e s ,  p e r h a p s  m o r e  th a n  any f r o m  the o th e r  m in e s ,  should  
be e x p e r i e n c i n g  s e r i o u s  p r o b l e m s  of p n e u m o c o n i o s i s  and b ronchogen ic  
c a n c e r .  T h i s ,  h o w e v e r ,  i s  not the c a s e .  T h e r e  a r e  no c o m p en sab le  
c a s e s  of a s b e s t o s i s  among our  e m p l o y e e s  n o r  do we have any  knowledge 
t h a t  a n y  of  o u r  e m p lo y e e s  m a y  be e x p e c t e d  to deve lop  co m p en sab le  
a s b e s t o s i s .  All  have  been  annua l ly  e x a m i n e d  a t  the  T h e t fo rd  Mines  I n d u s t r i a l  
C l in ic  f o r  the  p a s t  25 o r  30 y e a r s .  We have  p e n s i o n e r s  with o v e r  50 y e a r s  
of s e r v i c e .  When we c lo se d  Quebec  A s b e s t o s  C o rp o ra t io n ,  we t r a n s f e r r e d  
a l l  of  o u r  150 e m p lo y e e s  to the new o p e r a t i o n ,  thus  m a n y  of our  w o r k e r s  
h a v e  o v e r  25 y e a r s  of s e r v i c e .  No u n u s u a l  i n c id e n ce  of b ronchogen ic  
c a n c e r  h a s  b e e n  no ted  am ong  ou r  e m p l o y e e s  a s  c o m p a r e d  with  o th e r  m i n e s .  
D r .  M a c D o n a l d ' s  s tudy inc luded  o u r  p r e s e n t  and  f o r m e r  e m p lo y e es  in 
the  g r o u p  of 11, 000 on which  he r e p o r t e d .

Q u e s t i o n  No.  2 can  be a n s w e r e d  a s  fo l low s :  • • . : ■ ■

a .  C h a r g i n g  and blending  o p e r a t i o n s  shou ld  be a d eq u a te ly  
v e n t i l a t e d  to  m a in ta in  the w o r k e r  e n v i r o n m e n t  below
12 f i b r e s  p e r  c. c. f o r  s h o r t  p e r i o d s  and  a v e r a g in g  below 
5 f i b r e s  p e r  c. c.

b. E m p t i e d  bags  should be b a l e d ,  w r a p p e d  and  so ld  as  w as te  
p a p e r .  Sp i l l s  should  be c l e a n e d  up w i th  a  v a c u u m  c l e a n e r ,  
no t by  p u s h  b ro o m .

c.  The  r e c o m m e n d e d  r e s p i r a t o r  i s  3M3710__________  .

d.  T h e  r e c o m m e n d e d  d u s t  m o n i t o r i n g  te ch n iq u e  is  the M e m b r a n e  
F i l t e r  M ethod ,  a copy of w h ic h  i s  e n c lo s e d .

e .  S in c e  a c c id e n ta l ,  s h o r t  t e r m  and  o v e r - e x p o s u r e  wi l l  not 
r e s u l t  in p n e u m o c o n io s i s  o r  lung  c a n c e r ,  no e m e r g e n c y

• ’ ■ p r o c e d u r e s  a r e  n e c e s s a r y .  ■ • ■

3. U se  an d  a p p l i c a t i o n  p r o c e d u r e s :

J o i n t  C o m p o u n d s  - Avoid c r e a t i o n  of v i s ib le  d u s t  when mix ing  
d r y  m a t e r i a l s  w i th  w a t e r .  An a p p r o v e d  m a s k  should  be w orn  
b y  a l l  p e o p le  w o rk in g  in the a r e a  of hand  s a n d p a p e r in g  but it 
w o u ld  be  b e t t e r  if  an  o r b i t a l  s a n d e r  e q u ip p ed  with  v a c u u m  dust 
c o l l e c t o r  cou ld  be u sed  in p lace  of h a n d sa n d in g .

W a l l  T e x t u r e  - Avoid c r e a t i o n  of v i s ib le  d u s t  when mix ing .  
A v o id  o v e r s p r a y .



P a g e  T h ree

or  C e i l in g  T e x tu re  - Avoid c r e a t i o n  of d u s t  when mixing.

: - L a m i n a t i n g  Compound - Avoid  c r e a t i o n  of dus t  when mixing.

4.  (a) C op ie s  of p r o p o s e d  E P A  an d  OSHA re g u la t io n s  a r e  av a i l ab le  
‘ to you.

(b) T h i s  q u e s t io n  i s  c o v e r e d  in  the  above  r e g u la t io n s .

l o r  » n o y !>►• V


