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November 9, 1967

Hr, Ralph D, Scott 
Econo.:.! at, Research Oepartn.'nt 
International usaocictton of Machinists 

auJ ..aospdce Workers 
1>)0 CutMcCCicut Avenue 
Washington, U. C. 11011J6

Dear Kr. bcottl

Your letter of November 1 to Mr. Byem regarding Information on 
asbostoal* has been referred to we for reply.

The i*uhliu Health Service Is very interested in this subject and 
presently has under way a health study involving Cohorts of workers 
In the insulation, brake lining, building products and textile 
asbestos Indus tires. (Bee L. J. Oralley "btudy of tho Asbestos 
Products Manufacturing Industry in the United States") Xn addition, 
the Public Health Service is invest! eat in# the environmental ex­
posure of these workers with the ultimate aim to develop criteria 
and standards involving safe levels of exposure. (See J. R. Lynch 
''Asbestos Study • Procedures* and Findings")

It Is recognized that asbestos la a hazardous material and that 
axposure must be controlled. In this respect, this material la no 
different from a host of other toxic materials encountered in the 
industrial environment. We do not know at this time the exact safe 
levels of exposure to asbestos but recent studies have shown chat 
when exposure is kept at a low level demonstrable physiologic or 
pathologic changes in asbestos workers are either highly reduced or 
eliminated, (kef. J. F. Unox, h. S. Doll and I. D» Hill, “Cohort 
Analysis of Ch/mees in tho Incidence of Urmchlal Carcinoma in a 
Textile Asbestos Factory", Annal a of the flew York Academy of 
'•.deuces Volume 13^, Art. 1, p. b26-5Jb — T. F. -Hancuso and 
A. A. Cl-Attar, "Mortality Rattem in a Cohort of Asbestos Worker*", 
Journal nf Uccunatl om.iI .Medicine 9j4, April 1967)
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r
xllhou.'h it i* reco. ai;ted that exposure to asbestos Itself may he 
tn< .otUiii in the d«»v(.-1 opium t of disc-use, there remains unanswered

reujrdln;; live lmport,-.ncu of various type* of asbestos and 
of vui"i'>uu ircrfaLLic and organic tcitcrials which *any l>u associated 
with the asbestos fib.ir itself. (Seo L. J. Cralley, l;. C. Keenan, • 
and J. h. Ly.u-h "exposure to Metal* In the Manufacture of Asbestos 
itxtile rroducta")

in addition to the work belru; done in the i'ublle Health Service, 
aavt.rui Investigators in this country are doing research Into the 
health aspect* of asbuutoa exposure and the role of other components 
of the environment to which asbestoa workers are subjected. Among 
these arei

Ur. Clark W. Cooper 
School of ruhllc Health 
University of California 
Berkeley, California 94703

Ur. ruul Cross
Industrial hygiene foundation 
44V} Fifth Avenue 
Jrittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15^13

Ur. Jan Lisbon
Ulvlaloa of (Occupational Health 
Pennsylvania Qepartiaent of Health 
Health and Welfare building 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 1712J

Ur. Arthur J. /oruald 
• - College of iclne

Uayne btata University 
Uatroit, Michigan 4J207

Inquiries directly to- these Individuals would allow them to bring you 
up to date on the various aspects of research in which they are partic­
ularly Interested.

I trust this Information will be of value to you and If we can be of 
further help, pleas* let me know.

Sincerely yours.

i
r
f

H

William S, LaInhart, M.U. 
Hcdicai Director 
Assistant Chief, Field Studies 
Occupational Itualth program

WSLA l&lART i ea j 
Knclusures -----2°2^059*7
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