
November 9 , 1937

D r, C, R, Wilcox Re: George Turner
712 L au re l S t r e e t  
Ja ck so n v il le *  F lo r id a

Dear Doctor: W ilcox:»

The su sp ec ted  I l ln e s s  of 
th is  employe© Is  o f more than u s u a l  im portance In 
r e la t io n  to  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f le a d  exposure in  tank  
c lean in g  o p e ra tio n s  of the type d esc r ib ed  in  the 
Ja c k so n v i l le  in s tan ce*  I  have a t  hand th e  c o m p le te ^^ ^  
reco rd  of Dr, K i tz m i l le r ’ s exam ination o f M r , V H I Hb  
the  a n a ly t i c a l  d a ta  ob ta in ed  on him , and v a r io u s  o th e r  
reco rd s  g iv in g  the  h is to r y  of the in c id e n t ,  I  have 
the  u tm ost con fidence in  the judgment o f  D r, K ifcamiller 
oho, as you p robab ly  know* has been a s so c ia te d  w ith me 
in  t h i s  work fo r  a long  time* I t  seems im probab le, 
th e re fo re ,  ith a t ^ H |^ B h a d  any se r io u s  i l l n e s s  as a 
consequence o f le a a a o lo r p t io n *  On th e  o th e r  hand 
our ex p erience  w ith  t h i s  problem is  such th a t  none of 
us who have seen cases o f su sp ec ted  lead  ab so rp tio n 
o f th i s  type can be e n t i r e l y  c e r ta in  of the  s ig n i f ic a n c e  
of our c l i n i c a l  o b se rv a tio n s . D r, K i tz m i l le r  would no t 
be too c e r ta in ,  th e re fo r e ,  and I  am in th e  queer p os i t io n  
of be ing  le s s  c e r ta in  by one deg ree than Is  even h e, 
s in c e  I  ¿14 n o t have an o p p o rtu n ity  to  see the c a se .
Our lead  d e te rm in a tio n s  on th is  p a t ie n t  were a l i t tl e  
b i t  ambiguous and a re  c e r ta in ly  no t co n c lu s iv e  ev idence 
o f any le a d  a b so rp tio n  on h is  p a r t .  Under th e  circum ­
s ta n c e s  which e x is te d , I  d id  no t l i k e  to  I n i t i a t e  any 
f u r th e r  in v e s t ig a t io n  in to  the  problem , b u t I  do r ai s e  
the q u estio n  w ith  you and I  would a p p re c ia te  I t  very  
much i f  you would g ive  me the f u l l e s t  in fo rm a tio n  which 
you may have, or which you can o b ta in  on th is  p a t i e nt ,
I  take i t  from  th e  f a c t  th a t  you d id  n o t o b ta in  samples 
in  the  c o n ta in e rs  which were se n t y o \^ th a t  i t  was not 
p o ss ib le  fb r  you to  g e t aho ld  o f Mr, ^ ■ ■ ( f c f o r  t k i s 
pu rpose, I  wonder i f  i t  would be f e a s ib le  f o r  you to  
see him a t  your reaso n ab ly  e a r ly  convenience and f in d  
ou t what h is  p re se n t s ta tu s  l a ,  and I  wonder a ls o  if  
you could jle t me have some f u r th e r  in fo rm ation  about 
what has happened to  him s in c e  we l a s t  heard  from him .
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D r. Wilcox

I  do n o t l i k e  to  aga in  r a is e  
the  q u es tio n  of th e  n a tu re  o f th is  manfs i l l n e s s ,  bu t 
I t  Is o f th e  g r e a te s t  Im portance th a t  Ï  know, a s  c er ta in ly  
as p o s s ib le , w hether th e re  was or was n o t some f a c to r , 
be i t  la rg e  or sm a l l ,  o f le a d  ab so rp tio n  In connection  
w ith  h is  i l l n e s s .  I  b e l ie v e  th is  cou ld  be determ ined  
w ith  reaso n ab le  s a t i s f a c t io n  by knowing th e  c l i n i c al  
developm ents In h is  case s in c e  th e  tim e he was seen by 
D r. K i tz m l l le r .  I f  you cou ld  o b lig e  me by g iv in g  me 
any In fo rm ation  t h a t  you have, or i f  you cou ld , w ithou t 
too g r e a t  e f f o r t ,  o b ta in  somewhat more in fo rm a tio n , I  
shou ld  re g a rd  i t  as th e  g r e a te s t  c o u r te sy  on your pa r t .
For your convenience in  t h i s  m a tte r , I  en c lo se  a s el f -  
ad d ressed , stamped enve lope. Moreover i f  you w ish it ,
I  s h a l l  reg a rd  any in fo rm atio n  which you can g ive  me 
in  the s t r i c t e s t  co n f id en ce .

C o rd ia l ly  y o u rs ,

RAKjis R ober¥ l,,À7 Kehoe, '¡0 5 .
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