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70 Concerns Here .
Cited as Polluters .

By EDWARD C. BURKS

The Department of Air Res
sources reported yesterday a
record crackdown on industrial .
alr polluters here with the be-!
ginning of show-cause proceeds- .
ings against 70 plants. .

Deputy Commissioner Fred
C. Hart said the department .

was still sending out the shows.. *
cause orders, whic eventuallyi .
will total 125. -

“We have never done any:- .
thing of this magnitude as far
as industrial polluters are con-, -
rerned,” he ‘said. o

The show-cause notices lli7~:
struct the violators to send -
representatives to a hearing in .
the department ofices at 51 °
Astor Place to explain why an
order should not be issued to .
“seal,” or close down, the of-
fending equipment.

In the first batch of 70
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City Moves Against 70 Plants
In a Crackdown on Air Pollution

| Contioued From Pege 1, Col, &

! orders, plants were cited in
every borough, including smelt-
ing operations, dyers, asbestos

, and chemical companies.
byM'I%St of th:e plants—operated

separate companies--~are
relatively small. But Mr. Hart
emphasized that the pollution

, involved was not just smoke,
soot and grime but in a number
of cases included “exotic pol-
lutants”~-chemicals and fumes
that could be far more dan-

. gerous, .

The department also said that
there were large plants, suchas
those - of Phi Dodge in
Queens and U.S, Gypsum on
Staten Island, on the list of
plants not yet officially served
with show-cause orders,

Hearings have already been

. set up through the first week

of August.

The first hearing, yesterday
moming, involved- Nassau
Smelting and Refining Company
on Staten Island. Mr, Hart said
. that as a resylt of the hearix;g
an agresment had heen reach

with the company on & schedule
for its compliance with pollu-
tion-code regulations.

The second hearing, sched-
uled for yesterday afternoon,
was for National Dye Works,
Ine., of Ridgewood, Queens, Mr,
Hart said, but no one from the
company showed up.

Mr, “Hart detailed the chro-
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nology of the stepped-up activ-
ity apainst industrial polluters.

Months ago an Alr Resources
Department five-man task force
headed by Ben Radzka, and
including engineers and in-
spectors, was set up to “iden-
tify the problem” and to con-
centrate on the worst industrial
offenders.

Starting last Febryary and
continuing through May the
task force mailed out notices to
the 250 worst offenders, point-
ing out violations and giving|
the campanies 30 days to com-
ply with regulations, Half of
those notified complied suf-
ficiently to get off the “black-
list,” according 10 the depart-
ment.

It is against the remaining
125 alleged offenders that the
department is now moving,
with 70 of the notices already
gent out. The new campaign
goes far beyond another meth-
od used by the department—
the issuing of a summons,
which can resuit In a fine of
$25 to $200 in court.

Under the show-cause pro-
cedure, the department is em-

owered to require a schedule
Tor compliance ot issue an or-
der “sealing the equipment,”
closing it down, until compli-
ance, _

In addition to Nassau Smelt-
ing and National Dye Works,
the companies that have re-
i::ared show-cause notices fol-
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