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25th July 1961

Dr. Il. Maynoard Rennie, F.R.C.P., F.R.A.C.P.,
183 Macquesrie Street,
SYDNEY NSW.

My deear Ted,

The pleot thickems a little concerning the asbestos mine et
¥Wittenoom. By esrranpgement Dr. MeNulty, the Mines Medical Officer, whom I
haed mever had the pleasure of wmeeting previously, and Dr. Don Lethaa, the
industrial disease expert in the Public Health PDepartwent here, whom I
know well and regard very highly, came (o see we yesterday and we traversed
the whole field. Before I go any further, I muat ask you to be very careful
about the way inm which you utilise the story which I am about to tell you
because Dr. McNulty and Dr. Letham both make it wvery clear that the optimiastic
( stemont which Mr. Allan made to me regarding the incidence of "dusting™ at
wd enoom, which I quoted to you in my letter, does mot convey an accurate
picture. Letham and McXulty both regard the working conditions at Wittenoom
a8 wvery poor and astate indeed thgqt they coustitute a public menace. They
ahowed me & number of films taken during the routine survey of wmine workers
and had the cliniecel history of these men with themj appareantly 1t is quite
poassible to be s0 badly dusted as to be totally and permenently iancapacitated
within four or five yeers. Both doctors are of opinion that the Compeny has
not got & well—-develaoped counscience on the matter and feel very strongly that
wery urgent action is required. It would obviously be much better from every
point of wview If the :uinitiation:of better veantilating mecasures came from
within the. Company than a& the result of external pressure by Minesa and Health
Departasnts. As you knovw, in Yeastern Awvstralia at the present Lime we are
endeavouring to beost our production in every possible way and e public ocutcery
is not going to help to attract Western Australian mining capital to the State.
It would alse, I am sure, bring about very considerable difficultiee for the
Coapany in securing and maintaining an adequate labour force. Ou the other
hand from what McNelty and Letham tell me action must definitely be teken. My
suggestion would bhe that, if you can spare the time, the C.S.R, authorities
¢ nld send you and & consultent ventilation engineer om a tour of imspection.
wel uld make arrengements here so that on the day followiog your arriwal
McNulty and Letham, with their files and their cese records, could be at your
disposal for the dey. You could fly to Wittenocom on the following morming,
apend two or three days there, fly back to Perth and hawve aunother day with the
two doctors, and be back in Sydney inaide a workiog week.

I do ask you to regard this request wery seriously because boih
McNulty and Letham are competeant meun of good faith and the records and filas
which they showed me yesterday, and the figureas which they quoted are quite
horrifying.

With best regards,




Dr. K. Maynard Reunie

25th July 1961

Parhaps the worst cese which was domonatrated to me yaeatarday woa
of a wman who worked for two yeeors omnly in the mill et Wittenoom
ao@me yeors agdy had not been in & duaty etwosphere since and who
died the other day o

£ o walignant pleursal meascthelioma and pulmounary
asbestoala and ailicosis.

I enclose copies of some relevant reporta on

4 would, if possible,
like to have these back in due courad. ’




