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I have just spent two days going carefully through so far 4 old volumes of Industrial 
Medicine in the Hopkins medical library and have found these things on DuPont:

1. DuP Med Dir George Gehrmann's presentation "Industrial Medicine and Toxicology" shows 
sophisticated awareness of the ways toxic substances kill people. He refers to silicosis as "chronic, 
progressive, and incurable". (5:204,1936)

2. At a symposium at Harvard later in 1936, DuP's Dr. Foulger spoke on a program with others 
including Drinker and Clark who discussed asbestosis. (5: 550,1936)

3. In 1938, the National Association of Manufacturers set up a select committee of company medical 
men, and one of those included was Dr. Gehrmann. Others were Hazlett (Westinghouse), Shoudy 
(Beth Steel), Selby (Gen. Motors, and McConnell (Met Life).

4. In 1939, McConnell listed the non-governmental programs in occupational health. The 5 
"employers" noted were "duPont, Union Carbide and Carbon, Chrysler, General Motors, and 
Westinghouse." (8: 70,1939)

It is fair to conclude from this that DuPont was a leading industrial firm in occupational 
health, that DuPont doctors, including Foulger at the chemical company's Haskell Laboratory for 
toxicology and industrial medicine, were aware that asbestos was a dangerous dust in the 1930s. 
DuPont officials were regular speakers at professional gatherings, and the company's leaders and 
program in this field were accorded the highest recognition by their peers in industry in the late 
1930s.
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