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In 1967, B Montague Nurray published the degailn of the first patieni o die
sf a lung disessn due to the inbalation of asbestoe dust., HNIN.4 wsle.aged
33 who had work®in the carding room of an asbestas textike factorxy for 10 yesrs
end was the sole survivor of 10 men who had worked with him, He was admitted
te the Chariny Crtga‘;s Hompitsl in 1899 and died in 1900. ogg. dbacmdacl 2 (57
Lodis
- In 1924 W B CogkL published in the BMJ 2&.?.24. the post mortem findings and

photos of sections of. lung containing asbastos fibres and of air with asbestos
dust in & patient dyingigg“fhe inhslacion of asbestos, Foat 23 - 2.b . eximy

In 1327, 3 papers were published consecutively in the British Medical Joeurnal,
1,12.27% by Cooke,who in this paper ¢eined the word "asbeatosis™, by Mcebonald
who described ibe histology of asbestosin and by Oliver {Prof., of Medicine

at Durhom} who dsscribed the clinical characteristics ¢f asbestosis and reported

2 other c¢rass,.

‘In 1928 the report of the Director Genersi of Publiec Heslth for NSW for 1827
contained a soction by Dy Charxies Sadham then Medical Qfficer of Industrial
Hyuliene of Asbestosis and guoting Cooke's csse and o reporl by I’ ¥W Simpeon
on *Pulmonary Asbestosis in South Africa™ published in BMJ 1928, 11885,

In 1938, Merewother and Price published in o HHSO Publication {UK} ihe effent

of asbestos dust on the lungs and dust auppression In thae asheetos incusiry’.
Yhey found that 26¢ of 363 emplayesa in the asbsstos textile industry bad diffuac
i\bu&!ﬁomw fivrouis. . pMere detail v~ 2 avlislec v T m@ 439! L
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In 1931, & committos was set up and asbestos industry regulstions were gazetved
the game yedr. This listed the affected procesuses and laid down methods to
be adopled to reduce dusc.

/'rhe. Lancet Sditarial on 19.4.20 revieved Morewecther's work, deslt with Price's

rocommendations regarding safe’quargs “nd stresapithat the important factors
in the Gevaloprent of asbestosiy wepe the concentration of dust and tha length

of time of axposure,
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1831, J V Sparks, Radiologist ot the London Chest ﬁoapital. presented a -

ier Teporting 50 cases of ssbestosig with post mortem Findings in 6. Tha
.nical features were described by Dr Burton Wood who poihted out that cessatien
expoBurs did not stop the progression of the disense. It was stated that

: mcjority of workers got out of the industyy after 4 years or less. .. ... ...

D

1833 Burton Wogd and Raocdhouse Gloyna described in Lancet 183l 3*§§§.§1__
ser of sebestosis 10 of which were compxicacad by tubetculos&s.

1833, S R Gloyne published in '6&bﬁcu1* $July 1933} & detaslled account of

: hirtology of ssbestopias. In the pama yeay in "Tubld *{pecember 1332}
rewether pointed out that exposure to asbestos dust for lesz than S years:
134 result in death from msbestosis. A MIHoBRAxPom op ALBESTONS

1934, B Wood and 8 R Gloyne publighed in the Lancet 22,.12,34, 2 cases of
regtosiy with cancear of the lung; in 00 patients with the disease apbestosis.

the following ysar Gloyne published in "Tuble a detailed autopsy repore

the ¢ cases manticned above.

1435, Lynch and Smith in the American Journal of Cancer desceribed a case
lung cancer in osn asbestos worker (Amevican Journal of Cancer) 24:%6.

1938, Merewsther in his annual reports described ssbestos dust as highly
agerous and reported Ji.6% of 103 patients with asbestosls develop cancax

the lung.

1933, Dr Charies Badham in the report of the Director General of Public

th for NSW reported the firet case of asbestosis in Auetraliar the man

2 & mill hand, 1In 1938, Badham aleo reported asbestosis In insulating workers.
tweens 3935 and 1939 Dr Donald Hunter of the London Hospital gave a series

post graduste lectures on Dust Digcasocs and stressed the importance of ashestos.
% disease was described in recognized textbooks of Reapiratory Medicins,

1949, Merewether published an important paper, It was his annual report
tha Chief Inapector of Factories for 1947. In it he stated that 13.2% of
n developling asbestosin died of lung cancer wherses only 1.3% of silicotics
d so, in the same yesr the Journal of the American Medical Asscciation

3.4.49) published an editerial on the subiect.

195¢, Gordon C, Smith who was then Director of the Division of Oucupational
aith in the Department of Health NSW, published an article on Factors in
imonary Dust Bissase in *ﬂ?‘ﬂadiceil Journal of Australias 25.11.590 pointing

t that ashestos produced & savere pulmonary disease.

1851, & R Gloyne publishing in the Lancet 14.4.5) described i20% necropspies
ne hetween~1929% and 1949 in 124 ¢f which he found asbestosis, All of the
tiente with asbestosie had worked under the conditiona imid down in ths factories
gulations of 1931 and i14.1% had died of iung cancer.
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February 1956, there waa an 110 Conference in Sydney at the School of Public
Lth 4t which sebestos related digecases were discussed, HeXewether was a
senter: “he subiect was again afred at the BMA Congress in May 1950 held

Jrisbane,

1985, Sir Richard Doil, Brit. Journ. Ind. Med, 195511281 estadlished beyond
ot the causal rTelstionahip betwesn ssbestoziz and lubf cancer;—ewr assbodation
oh had Ffirst been seen in 1935, In necrdfieies on 305 persons empioyed in
asbestos works, lung cancer was the cause of death in 18; 15 of these were
ociated with asbeatosis but 3 did not have ssbestosis.

the sama year the Lancet published sn editorial on the subject.

1360, an imporrant paper was published by J Wagner et -al in Srit, Journ. . S
« Med., 171260, 'This paper described a definitive link hetween ssbestosn

oBure #nd the development of a mesothelioma, For the first time, nonogcupstional
arda of =sbestos exposure wers reperted for residents living nearby to asbestos

s,

1962, & C MeRulty, HJA 21953 reported the first case of meagthelioma in
tralis. in an asbestos worker. In 1968 &t the Austxalian Pneumoconiosis

Larence he reported the axperience of Wittenocom miners and riil) workers
“matter of asbestosis and mesothelioma.

we then p vast literaturs has been published on the hazards of asbestos
ita

far as the asbestorn industry is concerned a very .important publication appeared
1838: a study of asbestosls in the asbestos textile industry by W C Dressen

al, Public Health Bulletin He.241, August 1338 published by the United States
rerpment Printing Office, Washington 1938, ‘This was a study of 541 employeen
Americsn asbestos textile mills which showed that numerous cases of asbestosis
reoiopad ar lavely grester then 5 miilion particles per cubic foor of fust.

3 mejority {333) hed werked for less. than 5 years. Dressen concluded that

the dust concentration inh asbegtos factories could be kept below $ miilion
tticlen per cubic foot, Dew cases ¢f asbestosis probably would not appear.

am the sbova it ie scen that at least in the medicel profession there would

ve bean a2 wide knowledge of tha dangers of asbestos by the middie of the

S04, Recause ¢f the free passage of information between Australia, England

% Mmorica, it 48 hard to believe that management of asbestos industries would
t have been aware of the dangers of aebestce at leget in the mid 19850's... ... .
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