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_:Iune 2, 1_19?2

Mr, G. G. Schuknecht 5
Johns-Manville Producte Corporation’
Lompece, California 93436 ‘

Dear Jerry:

s A S .,

Subject: Standard Industrial Minerals' White Fagle Talc

With reference to our telzphone diacussibn‘of May 30 on the above subject, I have
some notes that I discusaed ina fragmentary way with Perry Martinson while he
wase here. Perry suggeeted that I communicate any notes I have to you with a -

copy to him. This lettér is to bring you up to date.

A Itold you over the teleghone, Standard Industrial Minerals has bees mining
and stockpiling White Eagle Talc at Zrich, California, for our account in 4, 000.
ton'lots. We are just now starting on the second thousand tons which we pay for
as shipment is made to us in Los Angeles at $34, 50 per ton . o,b. Zurich, =

We have all been concerned here with the problem of tremolite in talc and we are
getting increasing calls for tremolite-free talc. Hccordingly, I contactéd Don
 Brandt at Standard’s Reno office about two weeks ago and suggested that he give
some thought to further quantities.for us. I also had another purpose in having.
2 discusaion with him: ‘to call-his attention to impurities occurring in the tale
 other than tremolite, We have used White Fagle Talc in'the past and are still
using it for our No. 140 series cosmetic talcs a8 well as for DESERTALC® usp,
Dick Lamar has been telling us that White Eagle Talc carries impurities that
downgrade it as to color-and grit. Accordingly, Dick samptled very thoroughly
 two recent shipments of White Eagle crude tal¢ and mads some identifications and
recommendations in two reports dated May S'and May 16, 1972, Iam enclosing
copies of these reporta; Oddly enough, we have been able to pass USP tests becaus:
the tale is very low in acid solubles although it is not a pure steatits tale 28 such.

't any rate, it ia:the only zouzce of talc we have that is tremolite-free. Accord«
ingly, in order to do 2 liitle planning for the future I asked Don Brandt to come
down and see me wh2n convenisnt ao that 1 could show him theisample ‘Dick
referred to and discuss purity of product with him as well as to make some plans.
for future quantities. . ey T e B N T

Don came down on May, 24 and brought with him Mike Evasovic, who is in charge
of theiyr mine operations. They were impressed with the reports and promised to.
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improve their sorting sc that on future stockpiles they could tliminite some of the
- questiconable products.. I asked them wh:ai' quantity they might require to give us
to

“exclugive rights to the ov:me of the mi *’mi they 4did not want to commit them.
selves for the reason thai thay told me 2‘. v had dizcussed the matter with other
people besides we, Howsver, he 4id indicate that thoy would give 5@3‘10@;;&: con-

sidaeration fo gmt@ctwg ug on &n annuel coatract for 2 >, miniranm of 100 tons per
mounth and 2 mhaximum of 500 tong per month, Beyond that they waut to be

" gell Msewnere: if we c&md not take more than the maxiyomm,

Al .&!r p”eﬂam fsvmé the mine in close cﬁaw and will not he reopened until thay

. get farther orderss, Tnmf state that h 2y will have fo spend about §10, 000 to im-

i

prove the mine and to providas for a second way out, For this reason they have
to be assured of enough tonnage to jusiify the expenditura,

Standard Industrial Minerals haz the White Eagle mine ander iaa > for the tife of

‘the mine from ite owners, United Sierra Division of Cyprus Minés, Sicrra only
gets a small royalty for the tale and hae tried hard to break the Ieasfz but has lost
.out in conrt battles in their effortd to secnrs cancellation of the le rd

has put 2 Lentative price on the lease to us, if it is transferable, o
which ceems to ms to be very high. However, thay have mn;!rd of the tremolits
restrictions and feel in o pretiy vtrong pom%mn. v .

Ton confirmed ﬁ‘mt M ggemyer of Caicxte Corpomt;&on has no interest in nor cone
tract with them covering the White Eagle Tale, He iells me that Niggemyer has
just recently traded his stock in the Calcite Corporation for stock of Diversified
Earth Scignces,” He will continue to manage Calcite Corporation, accordinglto th

' story we hear, for a period of three years, When he bought the mill at Laws. from
Standard, ke did not buy any of the minea. According to Don, he does have an optio:
to pur chase clay and ‘a"vnphvll“'e from their other mines. Niggemyer may be trying
to horn in'on v.hf* iaic desl if he caz smell 2 sale. ’

Imssume tha“ ytm are farml iar wze.h the location of tn@ White Fagle mine, I“ nod;
you can find it by *akmg the Saline’ ‘Valley Road out of Big Pine, passing up the
first mnction and remaining o the. ‘right into Saline Velley, a total of 59 miles
“from Big Pine, (The road iz a dirt road, Bamahmee maintained by the County, but
. is passable to mes,i equipment. mea is 2 pretty long letter, Jerry, but Persy
thonght that it would be interesting tn you becauvss you will be fhnf’tmmng inan:
operating way 8¢ {ar 25 this iz oncarved We bave anjoyed our mestings with.
Perry this week and hope that our 2 ﬁﬂmtmﬁ wiil be of great mutual heneft, We
A4
F it

shall also be happy to work wif:h 3 in any way we can,
, ) . © Yours very truly,
‘ : DESERT MINERALS, Inc.
RiZllaworthjes o, : ‘ President
Eaclogures . . :
ey Meo Po A "’vi;: tinson
x T
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