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June 2, 1972

M r, G. G, Schuknecht
Johns -M anville  P ro d u cts  C orporation
Lom poc, C alifo rn ia  93436

D ear J e r ry ;  . .

Subject: S tandard  Indus t r ia l  M in e ra ls ' W hite 'E ag le  T alc

With re fe re n c e  to ou r telephone d iscu ss io n  of May 30 on the above su b jec t, I have 
som e notes th a t I d iscu ssed  in  a  fragm entary -w ay  w ith P e r r y  M artin so n  w hile he 
w as h e re . P e r r y  suggested  th a t I com m unicate  any notes I have to you w ith a 
copy to h im . This te tte r  is  to b rin g  you up to d a te , ' ■ * . '

As-1 told you o v e r the .telephone, S tandard  In d u s tr ia l M inera ls  has been  m ining 
and stockp iling  White Eagle T a lc  a t Z u rich , C alifo rn ia , fo r  o u r account in  1 ,0 0 0 - 
ton lo ts . We a re  ju s t now s ta r t in g  on the second  thousand tons which we pay fo r 
as sh ipm ent is m ade to us in Los A ngeles a t  $34, 50. p e r ton L o ,  b . . Z u rich .

We have a ll  been concerned  h e re  with the p ro b lem  of tremo'Hte in  ta lc  and  we a re  
getting  in c re a s in g  c a lls -fo r trem olifca-free  ta lc . A ccord ing ly , I contacted  Don 

, B rand t a t  S tan d a rd 's  Reno office about two w eeks ago and suggested  that h^ give 
som e thought to fu r th e r  q u an titie s ,fo r u s . I a lso  had an o th er purpose  in  h a v in g  
a d iscu ss io n  w ith h im : to ca lL h is ia tten tio n  to  im purities o c cu rrin g  in the tah- 
o th e r than trem ohfce. We haveiuseeS W hite E ag le  T alc  inThe p a s t and a r e  s t i l l  
using it fo r our No. 140 s e r ie s  cohm etic  ta lcs  as w ell a s  fo r  DESERTALC® USP 
Dick L a m a r has been te lling  usi; th a t  W hite E agle T alc  c a r r ie s  im p u ritie s  th a t  ̂ ’ 
downgrade-.it as to d o lo r  and: g r it .  A ccord ing ly , Dick; sam pled  very  thoroughly 
-wo recen t sh ipm ents of White Eagle; crude ta lc  and made, som e iden tifica tions and 
recom m endations in  two re p o r ts  dated  Mhy 5 and May 1 6 ,1 9 7 2 . I a m  enclosing  
copies of these.reporfcs. Oddly enough, we have been able to pass U-SP te s ta  b le a u s  
the ta lc  is  v e ry  low in acid  so lub les although it is not a pu re  steatite ta lc  .¿s'-such.

A t any ra te ,  it  is^-the only so u rce  of ta lc  we have tha t is tre m o lite -f re ® .:. AcPordw 
ingly , in o rd e r  to do a u ttle  planning fo r the fu tu re  I asked  Don B randt to com e 
dovm and see  me whan convenient so th a t I could show h im  the; sam ple Dick
re fe r re d  to and d iscu ss  purity  of product w ith h im  a s  w ell a s  to m ake som e plans 
io r fu ture  q u an titie s . , • . , . ;. v . .

Don cam® dovm on M a£24  and brought w ith h im  Mike Eva so v ie , who is in charge 
of th e ir  m ine  o p e ra tio n s . They w ere .im pressed .'w ith 'the  re p o r ts  an d 'p ro m ised 'to : '
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. im p ro v e .th e ir  so rtin g  so th a t on Mature sfcockpU.es they could éliminait® som e of the 
• questionab le  products.-. I asked  them  what quantity  they’ m igh t -require to give u.s 

exclusive  rig h ts  to the output of- the mine» but they -did not w ant to com m it th em -
• se lves fo r the rea so n  thaï they  told m s they had d iscu ssed  the m a tte r  w ith o th e r 

people b esid es  u s , However» ho did ind ica te  th a t they, would give se r io u s  con­
' s id é ra tio n  to  p ro tec ting  us on an  annual co n tra c t for-a  m in im um  of-100 ton« p e r

m onth a n d 'a  m axim um  of 500 tone p e r m onth . Beyond tha t they want to be free  to 
f) ' s e l l  e lsew h ere  if  we could not take m o re  than  the  m axim um . .

. , At .the -prissent: tim e the m ine is  c losed  down and w ill not be reopened  u n til they
• . get fu r th e r  o rd e rs .  They s ta te  th a t they w ill have to spend about $ i0 ,0 0 0  to im - 

•• p rove  the m in s 'an d  to provide fo r a second way out. F o r th is  re a so n  they have.. 
to .be a s s u re d  of enough tonnage to ju s tify  th e .expenditure.»

. S tandard  In d u s tria l M inerals  has the 'W hite  E agle m ine under lease  fo r the life of 
the m ine fro m  its  O w ners, United S ierra. D ivision of C yprus-M inés. S ie r r a  only 
gets a sm a ll roya lty  fo r the ta le  and has t r ie d  h a rd  to b reak  the lease  but lias lost 

' out in  court, b a ttle s- in  th e ir  efforts* to se c u re  cancella tion  of. the laas®. S tandard  
has put & ten tative p r ic e  on the lease  to u s ,  i f  i t  is tra n s fe ra b le , of $1 m illio n ,'' 
which seem s to .me to  be v e ry  high .. H ow ever, they have h e a rd  of the tre m o iite  
re s tr ic tio n s  and feel in a p re tty  s tro n g  positio n . .

Don confirm ed  tha t N iggem yer -of C a lc ite C o rp o ra tio n  has no in te re s t  in  no r con­
tr a c t  w ith th em  .'covering the White E ag le  T a lc , He tells- m e that N iggem yer has 

. ju s t re cen tly  tra d e d  Ms stock in  th e . C alcite  C o rp o ra tio n  fo r  stock  o f D iversified ' 
E a r th  -S ciences. He w ill continue ‘to' m anage C alcite  -C orporation , accord ing lto  the 

. s to ry  we' h e a r ,  for a  p eriod  of th re e  y e a r s .  When’ he bought the m ill a t Daws .fro m  
S tan d ard , he did not buy any of the m in es . A ccording  to Don, he does have an optloi 
to p u rch ase  clay  and pyrophyllite  from, th e ir  o th e r m in es , N iggem yer m ay be try ing  

, to h o rn  in  on the ta lc  deal if he- can sm e ll à  sa le ,

■ -I sastim s' th a t you a re  fa m ilia r  w ith the location  of the -White E ag le-m ine , If. n o t,
....' you can find it by taking the Saline V alley  Road ou t'o f Big P in e , p ass in g  up the '

• f i r s t  junction and rem ain ing  to th e ’rig h t into Saline V alley , a  to ta l o£\59 m ile s .......
fro m  Big P in e , ¡Thé ro ad  is a. d i r t  road , so m etim es m ain ta ined  by the County, but

. is p a ssab le  to m o st equipm ent. T his is  a  p re tty  long le t te r ,  J e r ry ,  but P e r r y  
thought th a t it  would be in te re s tin g  to you. because  you w ill;be  functioning in  an, 
o pera ting  way so’ fa r as th is  is  concerned . Wo have enjoyed o u r m eetings with - 

. P e r r y  th is  w eek and hope th a t.o u r a ffilia tio n  w ill be o f g re a t m utual benefit* .'W® 
sh all a lso  be happy to  w ork w ith  you in  any way w e 'can . . . . .

. ■ • . ' Y ours v e ry  tru ly ,

‘ ■ DESERT MINERALS, In c . '

P re s id e n t ' ' '. ■. ■ ' '■
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E JE U aw orth ijec  ^
E n c lo su res  . : -
c c 5 M r. P . Â . M artinson  

M r. E a r l  B . Sm ith


