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OFCD COUNCIL TAKES MAJCR DECISION WITH RZGARD

D0 _THE CONTROL OF CERTAIN TOXIC CHEMICALS

"OECD Member countries have sgreed to control the
manufacture and trade of industrial chemicals knovn as
. Yolychlorinated Biphenyls (PCBs)*, the use of which mey lead
~~%o-the contamination of the environment. This ic the first
international egreement simed st limiting the producticn-and

1fafted rumber of uses, specifically listed in iue {ICD Co-inil
DNeedzion end including,in perticuler,applications vheie U
nen-Tlamability of PCBs is on essential racicx, siciila bo K
e el Tatker1cgid) T "The Decision also sllows for production of ilis
sor use in closed systems, such os ccndensers ond trancforiiiis
.. dn loxge electricel equipment, which present minimsl risks fox
the environment.

The agreement recommends that Member countries in
inplementing the Decision give priority attenticn to ‘the
climinstion of PCB uses in such products ss heat transfer fluids
fer foecd processing, snimal feed and pharmaceuticals; adhesives
and seelents; hydrsulic liquids, other then in mining, and
lubricating oils; vacuum pump fluids and cutting cils; also
pegticides., . . . . .

The OLCD action stems from the widespread concern of
Governments, follcwing a series of occidents. The persistence
and toxicity of PCBs first become apperent with the discovery
in 1966 of traces in poisoned figh end wild birds. Accidents
dauring the past four years hove includcd the occurrence of .. -
ICBs in chickens coused by obsorption from PCB-conteining plestic
vrappers; the discovery of PCBs in food wrappings due to
wecyeling of ecopying paper in the production of poper pulp; the
-pceurrence of Péns in milk from cows given fecd vontaminated
Lo PCBs through herbicides or silos wlere it had been stored
(U.5.4., 1969, 1370, end 1971). %The most serious oceident. . .
Auvolved humon poiponing Yollowing leakopre of hent tronsfer fluid
in e yice oil postiurdvotion plont in Jopon in 1968, /

#  Bee Teclmical Note attached. -
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- ... . The text of the asgreemen%, set out in the Council . -~
Decision on the Protecticn of the Fnvircnment, is a2ttached
‘togather with a teclmical note on ICBs reculting from en

cig, ltf’{?@nth investigotion by, the GiCH Fuyd Fornen b Connitlee e o sms o &

e TS et orTGToup (Gh *Ets’ Unintended ‘Ocourrence of Chemiczls inm the -
Invironment. The cgreement steus ircm rropossls of the Zroup

’ Tor concerted sction drsawm up at its reeting in lovember 1972,

" @s vart of the Orgsnisstion's vork of develcping co~ordinstion

' betueen liember countries o nminimise distortions in internstionsl
trade that could srise from lack of hzrnonisstion of national
neasures.

The Decision, esteblishing co-ordinated envircruzental
i -regulstory action zmong OLCD ccuniries,leys stress on the
ultimate need to entirely eliminete the dispersal of PCBs;
it is 8lso in line with the Rescluticn pessed by the United
liations Conference on the Buman EInvircnment in June 1972
colling on Governments to minimise the release of cangerous or
toxic substences, espeecially wherc they are persistent.
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. DROTSTAY OF THE ORCD COUNCTL -
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or FOLY_CIHJORINATED BIPHEIYLS

The Council, SRS PR, ..

Having regard to Articles 5(a), S(b) and 12(c) of the
. . . Convention on the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and
Development of 14th Dacember, 1960;

-+ Having regard to the Recommendation of the COuncil of
26th May, 1972, on Guiding Principles concerning Internatioral '

K

Economic Aspects of Environmental Policies |

o “HaVing regard to the Note by the Secretary-General ef ”
. 7th February 1973, concerning Proposals for Concerted Ac»iu~
iisbh saspact.to Iolvnh] crinated Biubenyls. s

the
P

. ucu:idcrinv that
\ . 1

éﬁvup into vae env;ronment,-fr-c;ru-

On the proposal of the Environment COmmituee;
I.  DECIDES:

1. Member countries shall ensure that in their resr
territories, Polychlorinated Biphenyls (PCBs) shall rot be'
for industrial or commercial purposes, except in the following
catesories of use:

Dieloctrlc fluldu for transformers or large pov er factlox

‘correction capacitors;

" Feat_trenafer fluids (other than in installetions for .
broveusing oiroods, drugs, feeds and veterinary prod izt

lvdrvavlic fluids in minding eguipment; . . . e

Sunl) enpacitors (subject to the provisions of u\cbnoq
‘ll.u yluw),

PR
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and, as
in thone ¢
inflanmability outwL
end im which Menobter c
controls are axexd 1vkﬁ in ¢r@er
cnvironrent.

Tuircment: focr non-

ntal protcetion
waflicient
AJMR to the

the manufecture, import and cxrort of bulk

(b) institute zdecque
rereners ‘LlGn, o
disponal of surp

‘or the rocovery,
n cr oiher sale
risle;

(e) institute a cpeecial, unilorm labelling system
- ior both bulx PC3z and PCh-conteiring manufactured
preductci and

o .{d) estanlizh scfety epecilications for containers and
treneport.

o mamm eI pron e R ECOMMEND G- tha b--Hembe r= countrie in- taplomeR Ling «$he werm o nusoscn.

Decisions cet ferth in Section I alove:

e myﬂ.,.xl. .contrecl the menufecture, . import and export of PCRB=-.

containing products;

: 2. worik towards the elimination of the use of PC3s
in small capacitors;

3. give p*xorlty attomtion to the elirmination of the
f0110w1vr ”~p110~t10 of PCIs:

a) heat

ieed

ide in the Ilood,

induvetri

rharnzreuticzal s,

(b “lA\tlnlueru for n:lnu<, inke, cepyving peper,
3 L
clherives, sezlonts '

(¢) aydroulic liguids (other then in mining) and
ludbricating o0ilss ’

(8) vocuun pump fluids and ecutting oils;

(e) pesticidesns
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. 4, recuest firms to use, as PCE replacements, materials
v cm #ich-are less hazerdous to. hungin heslih-and the environment : .
than the range of PCis now in use.

W%ﬂxﬁm”’zr’ﬂ& R R D SR R R I R R A e e A
4t the beginning of 1974, 275 znd 1976 within the {rone-
work of the lnvironuent Cowmittec, i.ember countries shall ecu-
3h:nge information on the mcin stetistical data concerning
PPCEs, notabily on:
" (1) amounts of PC2s, including :

anounts menufactured bty FCB type,
" "

caounts imported ’ W and by country,
zounts exported " i » end by country,
et . onpwnts incinerated " "
ToTRmes St emountsconsuied T n om0 M T oengd by-use;

(2) PCT replacements supplied by nanufecturers,

DAL TE A p S v p

ot ot inecluding-the following pointo:

e s s s S d€ENTI T cotiON, mem i e e nne

otal czounts for each chomical type and IoF

each uge,
knovm toxicity and environmental hazard of each
WINPT PR LN A TSR RN T T T c’n%l cﬁ: typé; LRI PR ST LR T A AT T T B g T TR QAT D 1 Lt A

- ... (3) disposzl of surplus PCTs by incineretion
R (including evaluetion of incinerator efficiency)
or by other efficient reans.

Iv. H0TES the "Technical ifote on Polychlorinated Biphenyls"
contained in the &ppendix t6 this Lecision.

-V, THVITLS iieaber countries to report to the Orgenisation

at the beziiming of 1974, 1975 and 1076 on measures teken in
application of this Decision,
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Vi, NGTRUCTE the IZnvironment Conmittoe to
imrlement=ticn of this Decision, *to rovors
ia the Couneil on ths Infdrnmzticn ove
Senticm 111 of this Te-n on and 1n
jurther improve wnd ~irenZthen ihe couty : o ar
oyt PO R AT inaY ety P e T IEEh: STET TR E T
cained and the contimned wor'l of the Orgmnication fa this
Iield.
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10 Tre results

icng:

'2s found in the
: ronment and because of a number of incidents
invelving hurmzn health, some countries have taken,
o considering taking zcticn to control the use

here zre (1372) cnly six companie
enber couniries that manufocture F
lready taken steps to re
1y for a few avpreved u3

o0l

(¢) IC3c can be replaced except
their dielectric properties end non-flammability
are essential;

-

(&) The tcchology for deatruction of IC3s exists;

(e) Decuuze of the many epnlicaticns of PCBs in
vwide range of concunmer procucts roving in i

n
natienal trode, the cituotion will almest cer
becore complicated unless internaiionzl agreemen

is reeched on allowable uzes;

A
(1) 45 olf the time of the preporation of this liete, limited

studies with certnin zelected JCB-conpeounds soom
)

and: coula eventunll

recuesich
to indicote thit some ol Lheoo o
coufely be uced for certoin applications.

S

i
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cpt 1~14~4 ef smnlJanc=b

-

toil

0 The pioblexm of recovery remains
ved. ont time, but it has to be” . .
thot t:po@d the use of PC3s in the

.¢ toneitero,

S N e S SR, | e
e il DAl it

where TECOVETY of uscd

|
{ a. “he dissipat
: 4 in clesed

PCZe is not possi
cyeteme tut in dirc

; ' k U (i) Iudbricotinc s

. . The ¢ o.re uced are
such . cn oI cmalil
quan zge azpplicaticrce,
not =bcalc be disc ntinued;

" This usc hrs Tortunatcly beer chandoned in most
countries cire~cy; if rot, it =ziinuld bes beznned with
oo et marare 10012 Y2 fff:” Since =211 C.E,C, D-.E,"uﬁ“.?ips e . e
o e

Tequite it o1 Pesticides, sucn & LELsure.
can eusily be tazken under existing legislation;

AT S PR SR L (-,111) FE PUNEE T A g T 8T Te SR e T BT LIS rem et s e e e

The ost importent category, by volume, of dis-
sipative use ieg in the fieid of nlzsticizers. They
are or have becn used in most ccuntries in a wide
variety of concsumer preducic irneluding paints, ins,
copying pesper, sdhesives, osalen tu, vlastic procucx»,
eic., meny of which arc trad:d interrationally. The
nejor spplications seem te be in the orinting and
peint industrice.

4

9. The Printin
tion of” phpCI, Wi 2
aging, the use of PCEs in the
In view ¢ the feet that wrint cen be produced witheut
PCBs and thet in any case the unt used p‘deb;V represents a
total value of only about £3C,0uC in 0.=.C.D. countries, such a
nmeagsure should not couse covicus ecconeomic demage.  Lssuning that
bODJlng papcn is uwguelly nxov;ded by the copying machlne manu=-
fecturer (]Qlutlvﬂl} few end big companie S, any cceenenic coffects
should bc cmell,

“ig% of contamina-
in food pack-

incdusiry h\v’@ be benned.,

10. - Tbe Paint Inductry po°c a somewhnot dlff(‘cxt problem.

Uver thé TasT dvecde, production han jncreascd by 3.5 per cent -

5 pex cent nnunliy ond ibe Wrend ip 2dcing in the 0,E,C.D, oree. .
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turing prevess wou

nruduction (83,654,200 tens in 196¢) ﬁnd COf“U”Dtl”n

reint incustry 2lrne

gc ountq fo, 4 Jt. Troduction
g, ]58uUred by 2 coall companies. | |
(Un1tcd Eingdow 250 2t¢n ). Whis C

" picture sugcests tha R PCLc in paints could

en P“Io. howovel. ihzt
ns) PCLo constitute o
Few details cre ova
lnta, but takin ;
(1971} ir =z pai:
ir

iz

ot

dr‘

1r‘* ‘Ll

= 70C, 000 tors of ps=
coniain 23s., Conszidsr
turers exe renerally highi

/ (o3
e
jo )
BTy
w g
P

'eﬁldce the use of £{3e, on
serious c¢ie turbance. %he use of Poe A
bern diceontiniied in some courtries sliready.

€,%17,500 ‘Jﬁ°) in C.E.C.D. countiiis srain est that impor:

uormpaintt 301 Nnon«G,E.C.7 nronu:ﬁrs moy te of nminor signiicance, :

11, In prastice, none of the products waers ICIe have been

into the environ-

1 be continuous enicrl

eliminated, the

ment due o evayoration, insufficient ‘n01n0(’*f13n etc. Judging

wasnnmebY Ahe. @ction- alreedy-taxen -in. several-countraies,-suostituies .

oL jCES,»leCH b]Dd;d, thelefore, be banned

cen reedily be found for the whole category of plasticizer use

¥ . -
rotecticr of heelth and cnvironment, but &lco to avoié undue
cupetitaon in international tiade, agreement iz ne cegsary o
iloved uees of PCEs. in oxder to ensure that home producticn

cf ray PCEBs, end as

ror uﬁe Cl’!

recognisable, ohu .
cn.any eguip-

»~ . » . containers of raw i
ment or preodauct containing

spow  (b) Suppliers (i.c.~manufnctur91: pnd_impcrtc:s)
chiould further provide ccentainers ror the trans-s

pert of PCE-contadning liouids: such ccontziners
nust tieel the eppropricte speeill

eticnec that have
been lald down to uvhsure uaicty in transport of
dengerous chemicals,

. ' 0071704
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2. It folilows from what has bncn s&aid abﬁve that for ad€1ucte

is not gubtsiituted bty import, centrol acticn by governments,
ce2ncing or other means, . is @ i ieacures oire
sgary to encure colleciion of used material, s&lety
of substitute materials:
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Lo g _‘(c)_r_,ADcvclo,MLnt of s 'sw_t'.tf‘.;‘ thatAaxe 1£3s.- harardcns
. k T than ,J‘.rsminnt TCi5(1) should bc cncouraged, Lut
in viev of the fact that no system for pre- marl'ct

.eont trol.ci_mew. cheniczls hos been jntroduced;
testing for onvironmenisl effccis-is 30 I=r en
*hr: re c:ons%blllty of the manufzcturer Informa=-

on 3 acemernt products %
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