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~and Antigerspirasis
‘ C‘ Present evidence implicates vinyt chloride gas in some
L :l cases of sarcowma of the tiver. Since soma of the hair
Sprays in cocmman use contan viny! resin that is, | beleve, a con-
pound derived from vinyt chioride, t am concerned alaut the haz-
ards that may be zssociated with their daily use. Do these hair
T Tsprays really conlain bazardoustomponenis? I so, what are thoy
and vhat Nafm do they cause? Mas thare bren a change in haie-
“gpray compasition since the Food and Rrug Administraticn (FDA)
became interesied in those products? Wmt hazards are associ-
ated with tha use of anliparspivants and othizr types of acrosol
preparations? .
' Ramon A, Yan, 14D
Buflala, Y

This question was referred to fiwo consuliants, whes? discussions

are as lollows:

Currently avaiiable hair apreys in ).mm"l use do
not contuin hazardous comnponants. lmpropor use
rg into the eyoes, spraving into a plastic bag and
thea placing one’s head inlo the bag) can resuit in hasard-
ous eaposures, Similarly, under notmal conditions of wse,
other Lypes of perzonal .mronuls (such as deodorants and
feminine hygiene spravs) or household serosels conizin no
hazaedans companests in presentiv availnble products.
There is an hiter-Industry Aavosel Suflety Sub -ummiti ‘¢
that has s,)(mumui aogories of stodies on propofiian sys
tems and ifredionts spriyed fron acrosols, While theve
are anumber of projocts the s\ubcrnu.mtu hus yel fu conm-
plete, the studics as of now are said to indicste that the
acrosol Msufely rangn iy l,l‘Cm("l(luu:'« U normal use” How-
cvor, the subcocnirittee 38 concidering addittonal studics
m‘.zxu\-u to particulntoanntter disteibution and retenidon
by the respivitory svalem and the seute, subehronie, and
chrenie effcets fer respiridory sys ((,m of enpeliod
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Provis oo resadied in
dustvy or hy poverrmer,
whint (he facis are peantralivd studios
Buve Bheadiined ra rengti br-
chrdes, 1o bl nreenntd oeenpdotod invesifnion soon-

barge-aento Tolta sponeored by in-
fermine B o seientee sludy
B

'
eyt

e e o MY
biine Par, Lo

“,‘:.‘} Looadverse TR T "

Dt by Oonmae 30 Ty R R A L S NP
L T N O L O N [ T PO | ..‘:.'.
S P L L USSP T L e

B . TN
LN T ERYTN e a BRI TR S

G e €
o I"«».,

S T LI N T B IOV v LA UTR AP SN TN
T AR AT S RN PN
N R T BN R R PRI U IR S R

Cchlaride has Leen eliminated as

sored Ly the TNV in Salt Lake City, whare l‘.' 'z
heanticians (thav sepnwnt of U w,wm(m:\ moat
be overexposed o hair-zpray vs) were studied: lw::'_l of
thia study are vow heing tobulated sud probably v will be
publialicd,

As o procautionary measare, prompted by

.

o
bl
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v the dats gen-
eratad by grrouns involved with eccupativnal hazards, vinyl
an weiroaol propellant.
Thus, while all the final resulis of all the scicntific studics
that could (and may) be undortaken are not in as yet, the
present state of kuowledge gives aeross] products, in nor-
mal use, a clean hill of huallh.

Josren B Jopoue, Mult |
ANA Qopattrazat 0! Drugs
Chicago .
fq The uze of vinyl chilocide a3 an aerosol propel-
“ lant was a2 comnian practice up until the time e
pul-lic and scientific community heonis alertad to the
probuble cansslity Letvwecen vinyl chloride and the inei-
denee of ang m- ALeems of the liver. I\l::r};eting of acrosel
products containing vinyl eliovide has been piaced andera
han by (he I L)A, alro, the Co'lmme.' Mioduet Safeiy Cora-
misziun hag served wetice thal such pradoels may consti-
tuie & Lazurd, thereby Lringring H‘.:‘m imdor re“'\"‘x",f(.n of
tho Fode el Thosrdons Substanee Act (e Weels, Moreh
4, 1674 Oet 16, 19
Aside from tha covdinogoiic pisl thit mny
(he inhudation of vinyvteh .-,('M, ihere in the hozaod of an-
other soid z-.ti(‘rxdia‘~'j the elroniv inhaialion of the wgpe
ubiguitves flu bydracerhen prapellanta fu', the
ch,u- Sype compuundaj The bect ahown Lo
sennitine themyoeadinm Lo epinericize, therehy eronting
A orisx ol ventiieulay wpshydhnies, admhox, roduded
commpinds (0w, hniothan <) thal are cuiploved as anos-
thetic agents)) e to eascs of jaundiee in pa-
Licnts ana the hercicad fueidernes of sponlaneous shor
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and fever geneentiv np-
\l‘,, U'n\‘ "[.-

W pornens
are s'foct wani-
festodas on; "'uw"'l‘“‘ of the small airenys However, sas-
cu;w”;h eatons amnd thoese with koown cardiag st puimo-
navy dizowders ave espeelally at vi=k and shosld, of courase,
a\n:r} UBeCessary OXpOLITS,

The pulmonoery Thazds of antiporsofrants, on the othoer
nend, have been stadicd move recently in laboratory ani-
mals by Drevs ot ald 'u‘ 2y were convertnt with one of the
moers populr ingredionts, o opolyethvlene glycol complex
of alumiaum cb 'ml\:-}m‘ droxide. A granulomatous lesion
was ebserved wl the hifureating of the brancheatveolar
diets (raversibility of the leslon was undetermingble). In
addirion, thotigh mixed-funetion exidase activity of the
liver micresonies wes uaaltered, lung microsomal "r'u\'il.y
was diminished, Adinittadly, the conceniration and extent
of exposure in exporimental studics may excend condi-
tions tht mizht he eneountered in setual vse by man

Mennwhile, othor antiperspirant sgents bozord on zice-

siner, chent tirhitness,
r o fons nrter an e
fuets wre shoctdaoing and l‘i‘\‘,':\{i;:'l» \
by the zeasithuily penction-—-usaantly

FIATEUN Fortuna
and nol

confunt are under ceruting by the FOAL Althoush some

furers have asserted thal extensive inhalation
iv zivesuiva formulations have peesonted no

ehloriivdeate compe-

manalect
studicos of thel
vicoence of tung disos ders, ziveoninn:
sitlcas hava Lem\ suspoct. It is reasonable Lo expect, thate-
fere, that the datn for vther ziveoniuan compounds be i
refusablo batore ilese compounds arve judged safe for
himan use.
n summa; '3', it rust he cowtaded that all aernzel con-
Jduels 2re potentially to hmmuans,
evidenea s lueking ce inconcliive 45 to

1

SIBET poy duereas
Even if mnodica
how harmrel thesa praducts are, thair ease of
inndzgnate lai;c:»n;;, and wideaprood usn tend Lo pive a
falie sonse of seenrity. Theu, tea, many consumers do naot
excrcize yeod judlrment—cithor h"v dize e npalhy or iyno-
runee-and emscjueatly expase thenasalves, or others, to
far grreater cxeessos Lhan the manusaciurer and govern-
ment regulatory agencies may have anticipated.
b B Saarea, MG
AN Depaiinan: of Envarenaiznia,
Poxie, and Cegupatior if Haalth
Chitago
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aceonsihility,

1. Drew RT, Cupta BN, Rond JI, of ok
eomplex of aheninuni-ch'seide-tivedzide,
19714

Ted rlation studies with a glyvent
Arels Znairon Health 283204005,

J v Proyomidon of Nos ;oco"rml
urgical Infeciions

Cur hospad surgcal staif s study ing postonarative wouaed

J
Yond niactiang, espraatly iose due to Siphylocaccus aueus,
with the purpoce of roduzing and P"»'.‘CIL‘:/ eliminnting cuch intec-

tiana Can your coassatnt < ",:.A" aationdd statistics on nownce-
ot rovastigaive and camedial

mint wound infoctons and S
procodares?

J-J

et Maten, MD
Oranyg e ), MY

& Qrapziead wounsd infeetions have oot yob boen elim-
\ 11‘..\(1, evor inovery lowsrisk popaiationg, Appeosi-

grneral suretend vatients e found Lo

Tar = l.

mdely 570 Lo 1 ¢
srivid wonad aoepsis when

Avtjliie aoLoceminl infections

2L JAMAL Margh 24,1975 2 Vol 531, Mo 12

ave eorafuily s U AYREY Nleplodosseens aureus con-
Littees Lo be an feortiat patiogon it was aelated Do
L of fafeetod auvgieal woands i a greun of hospitals co-
aperaling in Conter for Disease Conteol stadies—aerobice
Grara-negative ergani=m e implicuted inore frequently,
i ‘-m:rl from about 1% of infected wounda {Center
for Wircase Centrel, unmiblished duin),

Te cannot use the ananjusted data of other institu-
tions Lo doitae an aceeptoble rale of surgic:d wonnd infee-
tion, For these rates arve markedly inituenced by the types
of pmu::!uz‘os perlormed, the characterisiies of palient
populitions seeved, and the efliciency of surveillance,
Therefore, wany hospitzl infection commiltees look at the
infoction rate ol a relatively standard population (zuch as
paiionts with clean guvgieal weunds or herniorrhaphy pa-
tionts) a5 an index of their success in controlling tlwse
infeslions -

Cuoncortad eflorts on the pavt of physicions and their
haapital co~warkers can do much Lo minimize the cceur-
rence of nosocominl inteetions. The technical skill and
medical judgment ol the attending surgeon are awong
the morl impoviant vaviables determining the risk of in-
feetion; cureful attention to standard wseptic techaique,
adeqaate debeidement, unatomie elnseie, and other basie
of goucl s'u-':,iv'wl cave do nmuch to assure a rela-
tively low incidanee of wound infection. The effects of
thoue practices on the cecurrence of infeclions arve dili-
cull ty evaluate, aud it is unli‘.;elj that meaningful stan-
dards governing them can be esfablished, On the other
hund, tany other imiportant vorialilos eon e infleenced
by the haspitaly mr’u‘d, somne are the hospirals gpeciited
rasponsibilitios. Wirst, where called for, infected pationts
mns't b apprepriate (\ fsolatod to pr ownt crows Lnfection,?
Second, u.maln).ml programs for porcannel must stress
medern infection-contral proctice. Thivd, inappropriate
use of antimierobinls must be dseowraged. Fourth, o cloan
envirenient must be maintzined, and ctlective stor-
ilization and disinfection must be asvarved. Finally, hespi-
tals should conduet etletive surveilinace of all nosocomial
infeetions, not just =urgical wound infeetions. [f an epi-
demie or other problom s veeognized, a thorouzh epide-
miologic investigation is then indicated. Most state and
locid health departments peovide epidemiologie and fabo-

\
I

beinms i

aspects

ratory support to hospitals for theee investipations. —_

]

Other measures used by some hospitals Lo prevent noso-
comial w'ur;;icul infectiong, sueh s the routine culturing of
rull personned, air, or eavirnmgntal surdaees,
vabie in reducing the ind-
of nasceenial infection: ac-
cordingly, these mutine measures are ot conridered to be
im;mr!.tm. campoients of o hospital infection controal pro-
gram, -

Fovars B, Qvow, L

Canter ior Dweasa Cuatral
Atlanta

samyplos
are c\pvx wive and of dubicus
danee o inpredictin g the risk

L Cu. a P, Poord TN fiveeyoar rrogpective shinly of 2.’.3(11‘. Saryeie
waneds, Lef S I Dmazin, 107
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