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On A ugust 24 , 1978, M r. L . W est, f ro m  H e rc u le s  Safety  D e p a rtm e n t, and I  
to u re d  the  H av eg -M arsh a llto n  p lan t.

T h is  to u r  w as o f a  low -key  n a tu re  and  m o re  o f an  in tro d u c to ry  type of in s p e c ­
t io n .

G e n e ra lly , th è 'im p re s s io n  M r. W est r e c e iv e d  w as  th a t H aveg h a s  im p ro v e d . 
H e d id  n o tice  th a t one o f o u r fo rk lif t  L P  fuel b o ttle s  w a s  b a re ly  a tta c h e d  to  the un it 
cau s in g  a  p o te n tia lly  d an g ero u s  cond ition . A lso , th a t th e  s ta c k e d  H600 foam  s tr ip p in g  
in  B uild ing  40 w as a  p o s s ib le  fue l so u rc e  fo r  g e n e ra tin g  a  v e ry  h o t f i r e .  H o tte r th an  
o u r  sp r in k le r  s y s te m  could h a n d le . T o  e l im in a te  th is  h a z a rd ,  he  reco m m en d s  th a t w e 
s to re  the foam  o u ts id e  o f  the building if  a t  a l l  p o s s ib le .

In the sam e  lo c a lity  th e re  a r e  a sb e s to s  p a p e r  r o i l s  b a re  and w ithou t p la s t ic -  
bag c o v e ra g e  a s  m a n d a to ry  fo r  a sb e s to s  i te m s .

W ith th e  ex cep tio n  of a sb e s to s  t r e a t in g ,  th e  d ry in g  ro o m , and  the so lven t 
s to ra g e  a r e a ,  I  a p p re c ia te  th e  housekeep ing  e f fo r t  pu t ou t by  e a c h  d e p a rtm e n t. : 
M r. W est r e m a rk e d  th a t  he c e r ta in ly  n o ticed  a  g r e a t  im p ro v e m e n t a t  H aveg. I hope 
th a t th is  a r e a  h o u sekeep ing  h a b it keeps up and  th a t  the o ld  w ays o f no t c a rin g  a r e  J  
g o n e . ^

It i s  u n fo rtu n a te  th a t s im ila r  co m p lim e n ts  .c e r ta in ly  can n o t be pa id  to the . 
a s b e s to s  t r e a t in g  a r e a s .

j M r. W est r e m a rk e d  th a t  if an OSHA in s p e c to r  a t  th is  v e ry  m om ent showed
u p , H aveg  w ould be in s ta n tly  c lo sed  down and  c ite d  fo r  w illfu lly  con tam inating  the 
en v iro n m en t w ith  a s b e s to s .  OSHA w ould a lso  im p o se , on  H aveg, h igh  p en a ltie s  in 
f in e s  an d , in  tu rn ,  th is  w ould m ake u s  w ide open  fo r  m u ltim ill io n  d o lla rs  liab le  
s u its  b rough t on  by the  p e rs o n n e l fo r being  c r im in a l ly  ex p o sed .

Such d e p lo ra b le  cond itions in th e se  lo c a l i t ie s  is  no t of a f i r s t  tim e  happening . 
M r . G ood, m y  p r e d e c e s s o r ,  a s  w ell a s  I, h av e  c o n s ta n tly  b ro u g h t up the m a tte r  
b u t som ehow  th e  s e r io u s n e s s  o f the n a tu re  d o es  n o t s e e m  to  be acknow ledged . A 
s im i la r  o c c u r re n c e ,  a lth o u g h  not re la te d  to h o u sek eep in g , w as  w hen M r. A . S im pson , 
D e law are  A ir D iv is io n , v is i te d  u s  on A ugust 23 , 1978. H is v is itin g  tim e  and the
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sp e c if ic  eq u ip m en t he  w a s  to m o n ito r w a s  w ell announced and  in p len ty  of fo re tim e  
but the a s b e s to s  d r i e r ,  one o f  the r e q u is i te s ,  w as no t o p e ra tin g . H alf an  h o u r 
l a t e r  w hen th e  d r ie r  w a s  in  o p e ra tio n  and s ta b iliz e d  enough fo r  m o n ito rin g  th e  
e f fe c t iv e n e s s  o f the co m p lem en tin g  d u s t c o l le c to r , the a i r  b low er on the ro o f  w as  
s c a t te r in g  a s b e s to s  f ib e r s  in to  th e  a tm o sp h e re , r ig h t b e fo re  the ey es  of o u r v is i to r .  
T h is  co u ld  h a v e  b een  avo ided  had  the d r i e r  been in  o p e ra tio n  and th e  b low er o u tle t 
in s p e c te d  th a t m o rn in g .

A n o th er a r e a  of c o n c e rn , in  th e  s a fe ty - in sp e c tio n  to u r ,  a lthough  th is  tim e  
th e  su b je c t does no t d e a l w ith  a s b e s to s ,  is  the h o u sekeep ing  in  the  so lven t a re a  
a lo n g sid e  B uilding 3 ? , R e s in  P la n t . I t w as found to  be d is a s tro u s  w ith  u n m a rk e d  
d ru m s ,  ungrounded  ac e to n e , e tc . ,  d isp en s in g  d ru m s , g e n e ra lly  un tidy , and 
u n su p e rv ise d . T he cond ition  of th a t lo c a tio n  w as  w ell-know n to m e  and w as 
b ro u g h t to  the  a tten tio n  of th e  s u p e rv is o r .  A ctu a lly , a  l e t te r  w ent out on June  6, 
1978 on the v e ry  su b jec t of r e q u ire d  bonding of f la m m a b le -liq u id  c o n ta in e rs . 
M ain tenance d id  re c tify  the cond itio n  in  th a t a r e a  but su p e rv is io n  stopped  th e re .
No fo llow -up  could h av e  b een  m ad e .

Such o c c u r re n c e s  canno t be ig n o re d , th e  w a g e - ro ll  em p lo y ees  a r e  g e n e ra lly  
the  c u lp r i ts  b ecau se  th ey  a r e  the u s e r  of th e  so lv en ts  in  th e i r  o p e ra tio n s  but if  no 
su p e rv is io n  is  p re s e n t  and  c o n s ta n t su rv e il la n c e  is  not m a d e , they  stand  b la m e le s s .

Not w anting  to  sound lik e  a  C a s s a n d ra , I  m u s t s t i l l  sa y  th a t I cannot o v e r ­
em p h asize  the s e v e r i ty  o f th e se  in fra c tio n s  and  a t m y a m a z e m e n t of the o b se rv e d  
la c k  of c o n ce rn  o r  an  u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f the g rav ity  of su ch  p ro b le m s  by the s u p e r ­
v is o r .
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