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. Yederal and private health xpecialists concluded
yerterdny that American mothers 1an continue to
breast-feed their babiex despite the prescinee of Iraces
ce of indusivisl chemical called T'CUs in mothers milk
yampledi n 11 states.
: . : But the apecialists— meeting at the National Insy).
N . toter of Health to coniider the new public health
. probiein—-called for immediate studies to find out
whether (he TCE» are doing babivs any harm.
Fointing to newly disclased effects in tnfant mon-
keys. they said the eftort whould include recearch to
nee whether even low PCB Jevel in 3 haby's dist
might cause later learning disabilities or hyperactiv-
Roth of these effects sppesred in monkess whore
mothers’ milk cuntained V'CB Jevels not (or above
. some found in 79 of the 50 mothers sampled in 11
slates,
. Severa) federal officials also advised pregnant
. women, a3 weil a3 all fiivls or women who expert (o
“ have babics some day, {o avoid eating any sport {ish
: * identified by authoritics as PUB carriers,
The offictals addressed this recommendation cven
1o girls beeause PCRs—polyehlorinated biphenyls—
. * Todge in human, or othcr animal, fat and once there
s - remain for many years.
: © s POBs firdt cume into wide indusirin) use in the
~ 1930s. Thelr largest uce today Is in clectrical mu-
_chunery,
.- .- Only since the mid-1967 has ft besn lesrned that
they have widely contaminated the entire mdmu'hl
_world's air. waters and soul.
The Environmental Protection Agency Merd:y
. reported that the chemica)s bave now been found m
. . amounts ranging from ftraces up to potentnlly
. Parmful in 79 oul of 80 1874 and 1973 nursing moth-
- er's milk ssmplea in 11 sates. EPA added Indian: to
thie list. though only onc Indiana rezulf, was avail
able—~3.2 parts u_! PCB per milllon in the milk {p!
-I The average amonnt found in. milk fat in the 11

states was 1.8 parts. The other TUXUTMs are Vir-
ginia, Marviand, Florida, Georgin, Michigan, New
Jersey, North Carclina. Pennsylvanin South Caro-
. .. ~lina and Tenncssec. Among those 10 statcs the high-
N ot average level, 26 paris, was found in North

N Carolina.
<o . : EPA officials also reporicd that PCR levels had

been dow and falling in foods olher than-some fish
and nonexistent recontly in prepared infant. foods.
. Though no effcets have been scen in humsn be-
T ‘Ings, none has heen lovked for. Dr. Lavid P. Ral)
void, and “Wiis is what we have to do now, and ef-
forts have aircady Mavied.” Rafl ix director of the
Nationa) lmitute of Environmenta) ieatth Sci-
ences,
“Roughly 5§ Tor cont of us have one (o twg parts
rer mithon of TCB: tn our tivd e end Thumas
Keorp of 113, “They'se Zom: 10 be w ug for years ™
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. " T Lavels ke 1.8 are calied not wiich more than a .

trace, Bt Lor, Jamen Aflen of the Cuivervity of Wy
eonam told of stugdies on rhexus monkers M whith
there were yntoward cffeels on bahes whee mnth.
era ok fat contained a8 hitie as 4 fn 6 parts pre
e 39,

nilk fat in the 11 states reavhed those Yevels, the
ARTTOAT T some individual mothers’ mith did,

. Althongh none of the PCB dverazex v mothers!' '
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