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Jamusry 25, 1930

ir. J. P. Woodard
Johns—ifunville Cormeratien . L
22 Basit 40th Street o .

jiow York 10, liew York , o o ‘

Dear Yuge: ' L .

I have your letter of January 24ih and will give you my slant cn this.
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Mirrsy Hill 3-1€00 -
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This matter of tho piezcelectric theory wos presented at a meeting

in Chlcago lsst fall ond the dochor in illwatkee who ¢ld tse work hed an C s
czhibit, lic recd his peoer and Dr. Verwald discussed it, Dr. Yorvald get T

oub his bowie knife znd procesded to skin the gentleman slive. This irritated
a meber of people particulerly his friends in 'dlwaukee who, felt that Art.was
a little LIt rough. . S ) ) . L
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mhe theory is interesting end I thirk it is quite possible.that this

- ;_. electrical reaction of molecules or molecilar structure may turn out to Le
“ww the key Lo a number o riddies lhst now ccenlront us perticularly in the field - L
6F surface irritaiion wheiher we ere talking sbout the skin or the surface -* S
linings in the lungs. . s i o o

your stondpoint I den't think taat the matter is per<icularly
cizlly st this time., Ye know, and everybody scmits, that silica
dust causes silicosis and that esbestos dusi causes ashestosis und we know how
© 40 diegnose thece digezses ané we know how to prevent them within rcason. o
tle also know that amorphous silica does not preduce disabling pneumoconiosis, o
or eny conditicn resembling silicosis proper. The statements in lir. Zlwers! ';-
" zrticle ure ineccurate end fell .under the peneral classification of jsurnal- - '
" istic pseudescience. He states, "In recent years the list cf minerazl dustis
knewn to be capable of causing the.disease has grown to include such minerels -
. as wulfenite and terlinite, which do not contain silicon . . M Yo dusts cause S
) silicosis except silica dust, No dust causes asbestosis except asbestos dust..

From
important espe

. <t ) .

E The proof of the pudding is in the eating.’ We do not, in -industry,
> xnow of disebling pnewncconioses except those due 1o silica and asbestos. It is
possible that other malerials muy bo found which will cause a diszabling yneu- .
b noconicsis. The veryllium prcblem which is still belng intensively studied '
.7 .may finally ccne under Lhis elassification er msy fall inic the cutepory of
t.0 ) lgcute toxic effects, The causztive -Tactor .in Shaverts disease is still in doubt,
oIt is quite possible thai boith of these dizeases mey ultimetely be clessified '
, ' .us. pneumoconioses, It is also possible that silica mzy v tae offending apgent,. ...

-.at lewst in Shaver's disease. S o
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i'r., Sluers pro;:ourds ‘the theory that only those disseses that ! s

shew the e"ectrlcal reaction which he describes cazuse pne*.xmocon:.oan.s. . YTet, N
ke edn .L'Ls tliut esbestos does not have Lhis eleetricel reaction so of % oL

wo principal .Lmlus rlel dusts that cause disebling pnewnocomoses

ora of them falls into IT. "lwers‘ category, ) e - :

ThsTe is no guestion. thst these “troves of *e..earch ere ext ...aly SO
- valuable end il ve can ultimetely -fird out why and how certein dusts producs- '
2 disublin: reuction end why und how scme of -these reactions sre tied in

with susceptibilily to tuberculosis, “our.work in prevention and, control P
will be greatly aideds -~ ~ - .- . LT . e cL e
. ~“'.:-- - . s e e » "'.'.f."

-

With respect ¢ -
under 'r, Elvers’ cla.,szi‘:.cata.on and.so would be & non-prcducer cf pm.x..mo-
ceniosis., h preat desl uore work hes to Le done before your investigaters - - .,

at lerguette ere foing to be in a position tc a:l.firm or deny the cArrect- o etk

ness, of this electrical reacta.cn tzeory. L .- ST e

e With best regeards, ; '. . S o - -
" . L e . R . ) .Y

) Sincerplv yours, BRSO A
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