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Legislator would ban PCB
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INDIANAPOLIS — A rela-
tively unknown chemical
compound n existence for
48 years is threatening the
million-dollar fishing indus-
try in the Great Lakes, and
an Indians fegisiator is

ing to minimize the dam-

age.

“We might de (oo laste
already,” sald B. Patrick

. Bauer, D-South Bend, au-

thor of a new bill, House Bill
(HB) 1383, to prohibil manu.
facture, sale and use of
lychiorinated Biphenyl Ter-
mcn‘:. better known by its

tials, PCB. '

Bauer, chairman of the
Public Health and Environ.
men! Commiltee of the Indi-
ace House, has called a pub-
fic hearing on his bill. It wil}

Bauer said PCB might be
deadlier than DDT. He noted
Chicago area publications
mmln( thet Lake Michigan
fish not be esten because of
excesslve amounts of PCB
found i them.

A month ago, EPA sdmin-
istrator Russell Train con-
ducted & hearing i Chicago
and alerted the nation Abon(
recent discoveries showing
PCB as extremely danger-

!wer said _the Great
Lakes and the nmmm

EPA s potential danger
tm‘ for PCB contamina-

be in the Statehouse at 7:30 the product

am. (Northwu! Indi

unvl N SWCIIOI’ &
her in South Bend, said

‘‘Not enunlh is known '
dam-

about it, or haw much
age it has caused,” sald
Baver. "For years, il ef-
fects of PCB were blamed
on DDT.” .
Generally, DDT has been
banned. 1t is » powerful
fnsecticide (hat was ysed in
agriculture untii the U.S.
Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) prohibited its
use.

tors, It also (s used in mak-

ing paint, printing ink, seal-
ant, some adhesives and
hesting and cooling fuids.

" Baver saig 3 bas been
estimated that 200 million
pounds of PCB has deen
pruduced in the last 48
that production
tndly ts al the rate of 40
million pounds per year,
Since the materis) doesn't

2

mmum about the materi.

lm 1383 would ibit
PCB or an mlurupl:ohwn
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