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¥r. E. Wa Webb, T b
Ethyl Gasoline CO?p;,
Chrysler Bldgey . -
New York, No. x. .

Dear Mr. Vebb: - R

I must apologize for my long delay in answere
ing your letter of May 8, in which you enclose an ingquiry
of Dr. L. Ce Smith of Hamllton, Missouril. I am afraid I -
have allowed my correspondence to get a bit aheed of me in . S
the past two weeks. I cshall attempt to make amends. '

It is my feeling that a reply to Dr. Smith
should state that our observatlons up to the present do
not indicate that any considerable quantlity of lead gains
entrance to the crank case oil (Dr. Edgar can give you de-
tailed figures on this item which are more accurate than
any I have avallable at present). I should give him the
informatlon he asks as to the type of lead which goes inteo
LEthyl Gasoline.

It 4is quite clear that the animals will not
have been poisoned by sbsorbing lead through the skin. It
is not entirely certailn that they may not eat and conse-
quently absorb some quantity of lead as result of licking
themselves and eating food contamlinated with such crank
case o1l. On the other hand, it does not seem to me that
the quantity of lead involved heve 1s likely to produce
serious damage. I should regard 1t necessary in order to
arrive at a dlagnesis ass to what killed the animals, to :
make an autopsy upon the dead animals and to determine the
cause of thelir death. It is puch more likely that the
enimals died of infeotious processes which are common to
hogs. On the other hand, 1f they died of lead 1t should
be reasonably easy to exclude the infectious conditions
at autopsy, after which it would be possible to determine
vhether or not the animals dled of lead poisoning by sult~
able analyses of their tissues.

So much above for your own 1nformation. In
writing to Dr. Smith I think it would be best to say that -
there are good reasons for doubting that the animals in
question died as result of the absorption of lead., first,
because no appreclable quantlty of tetraethyl lead is
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.lpresent 4in crank case oil, and secondly, because only very
small quantities of - any type of lead are present. I should
consider it in order to indquire whether or not Dr, Smith -
has actually seen these:animals in the course of his prace . U
tice, or whether his information has come more or less. from L
hearsay. That is to say, I would not place myself in the
position of directly questioning his knowledge of the in-
fectious diseases of hogs, but I would question the fects
in the matter unless, indeed, he has actually seen animals
which have sickened and died with no apparent other cause
for tHeir sickness and death.

I trust that what I have sald may be of some
value to you in replying to Dr. Smith.

Vgryvtruly yours,

RAX:EJ _ -




