FER 15 1968

' TELEPHONE HUDSON 3-6126

Manufacturing Chemists’ Association, Inc.

(FQUNDED 1872)
1825 CONNECTICUT AVENUE, N. W.
WasHINGTON, D. C. 20009

February 12, 1968

TO: Members of the Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Chemicals Committee
and Others on the FDCCC Mailing List

SUBJECT: Guidance for FDCCC Representative to Codex Committee on
Food Labeling

Gent lemen:

I am enclosing a copy of the report of the third meeting of
the Codex Committee on Food Labeling at the request of Walt Meyer,
who is representing the FDCC Committee as an industry advisor to |,
the U.S5. delegate to this Codex Committee. The distribution is to
one person only from each company.

Mr. Meyer requests that you or someone else in your company
review this report carefully, and send in your comments to me by
March 15 for compilation. Your comments are needed so that
Mr. Meyer will be in a position to speak for a cross-section of
chemical companies at the next meeting of the Codex Committee.

Sincerely yours,

/Mm

Morgan M. Hoover
MMH: sijg

Enclosure
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JOINT FAQ/WHO CODEX ALIMENTARIUS COMMISSIiON

CODEX COMMITTEE ON FOOD LABELLING

THIRD MEETING

OTTAWA, CANADA

26~30 June, 1967

1. The Third Session of the Codex Committee on Food Labelling, under
the Chairmanship of the Government of Canada, was held in Ottawa, Canada,
26-30 June, 1967. The Session was opened by Mr, S.B., Williams, Deputy
Minister of Agriculture. Mr. H.V. Dempsey, Director, Inspection Servic ,
Department of Ficherles, was the Chairman of the Session. Representatives
from 22 countries were present: Argentina, Australia, Belgium, Canade,
Cuba, Dermark, Dominican Republie, Ecuador, Federal Republic of Germany,
France, Israel, Japan, Mexico, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Sweden,
Switzerland, Trinidad and Tobago, Turkey, United Kingdom and United Stat s
of America, Observers were present from the following organizations:
International Federation of Margarine Associations, International Organization
of Consumers' Unions, and The Food and Drug law Institute (See Appendix I
for the 1ist of participants).

2. The Committee adopted the provisional agenda with a slight rearrangem nt
of the items of business,

Genera) Standard for Labelling of Prepackaged Foods (Step 4 of the Procedure)

3. The Committee had before it government comments at Step 3 of the
Codex Alimentarius Commission's Procedure for the Elaboration of Standards
on the General Standard for labelling of Prepackaged Foods, After a full
discussion of the General Standard for Labelling of Prepackeged Foods and
government comments, it was agreed to make a number of changes to it before
submission to the Commission at Step 5. The reviged General Standard for
Labelling of Prepackaged Foods is contained in Appendix II, o

Purpose of Food Labelling

A The Committee recognized that paragraph 1 of the General Standard for
Labelling of Prepackaged Foods entitled "Purpose" should not be considered
as part of the Standard.

Definition of Terms

5. The Committee agreed that the section of the General Standard for
Labelling of Prepackaged Foods dealing with definition of terms should be
introduced by the statement "For the purposes of this Stzndard.”
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fLak~)! and "Labeliing?

6. After consl rrirg proposals of the Dolegate of Triand f-r a revision
of tra definitions for "'abel®™ and "labelling,” the Commitiec “oided to
lewra thase d2finit-cns unchanged in the General Standard for labelling

of Frepatkaged Foods.

e The Delegnte of Deam-rk suggested that the definition of labelling
might include adverticing. The Committee recognized that advertising did
not come within its present Terms of Reference, but agreed to consider

at its next meeting whether a recommendation should be made to the Codex
Alimentarius Commigsion for its Terms of Reference to be amended in this
respect,

Ingredient

8, The Delegates of Poland and Switzerland were of the opinion that
there should be a definition of the term "food additive" in the General
Standard for Labelling of Prepackaged Foods in order to make a distinction
betwoen food additives and ingredients., Other delegationa considered

that it was not necessary to have a specific definition of "food additives”
as the definition of "ingredient" already includes food additives, and
moreover, there were no specifie references to food additives in the
General Standard for Labelling of Prepackaged Foods. The Committee agreed

to leave unchanged the definition of "ingredient,"
Nome of the Food

9, A number of delegations considered that this section of the General
Standard for Labelling of Prepackaged Foods was insufficiently clear as to
the circumstances under which "coined or fanciful names"™ might be used in
placo of a long or complicated appropriate descriptive name, and expressed
concern that unqualified use of a "¢oined" or "fanciful" name might not

be informative to the consumer. It was agreed by the Committee that when
coined or fanciful names were used they ghould be accompanied by an appro-
priate descriptive term unlesg the nature of the food was obvious to the
consuner, The Committes amended this section of the General Standard for
Labelling of Prepackaged Foods accordingly. The Delegate of Poland
objected to this part of the General Standard for Labelling of Prepackaged
Foods as being unduly complicated.

List of Ingredients

et
10. With regard to the question of the listing of ingredients on the
label in descending order of- preportion, the Committee considered, at
some length, whether this should apply to the final product or to the
product at the timo of mamufacturey. The Committee agreed in general that
consumers would normally expect to find the ingredients as declared on the
label in descending order of proportion apply to the final product,
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It was recognized, however, that in some instances the orlcr of proportion
declnred on the label would have to apply to the amounts added at the time
of mamufacture because of changes during processing and storrge. In view
of this, the Committee decided to amend the stetement contained in the
Genersl Standard for labelling of Prepackaged Foods dealing with this
matter by deleting tho expression "in which they are preccent in the final
product.” The Delegate of tha Netherlands, however, expressed the view
that this statement should remain in the General Standard for Lalielling
of Prepackaged Foods becansae it is the final product which is used by the
consumer and which is examined by the enforceoment agency. The Delegate

of the Netherlands also stated that, in his opinion, where & national or
reglonal standard for a food existed, such a food should not necessarily
be_required to carry a list of ingredients.

The Delegate of Switzerland drew the attention of the Committee
to the possibility of misleading the consumer if some mention of the
quantity for a given ingrcdient of particular value or importance was
not required before permitting its mention in the list of ingredients,

Congideration of Foods to be Exempt from Ingredient Listing

11. At the Second Sesgion of the Codex Committee on Food Labelling
(ALINORM 66/22, paragraph 13), it was agreed that Governments should be
invited to sugrest foods for which a list of ingredients on the label
might not be required. As a result, the Committee had before it & numb r
of suggestions of foods which might be exempled. from an ingredient listing,

The Comnittee concluded, however, that it did not have sufficient information

before it to come to a satisfactory decision.

12, The Committee recommended that Govermments again be asked to suggest
foods which, in their opinion, need not be required to carry a list of
ingredients on the label. In addition to listing such foods, Governments
should indicate the reasons for exempting these foods from ingredient
listing. It was further agreed that the attention of Governments be drawn
to the public health risks, such as allergies, involved in exempting fooda
from the 1listing of ingredients, and that Governments be asked to comment
on this aspect as well,

13. In addition, the Committee was advised that the FAO Secretariat
would prepare a paper, for the next meeting of this Committee, dealing
with national legislation regarding the exemption of foods from ingredient
listing. The WHC Secretariat was asked to seek expert advice on the
potential health hazards that might be involved in the omission of listing
of ingredients on prepackaged foods, especially in relation to allergiec
reactions.

Deglaration of the Amount or Percentage of Insredients

1. The Committee concluded that, as a general rule, it should not be
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negnasary to deelare the ingredients in amounts or percentages. The
Committee did fesl, however, that in some instances, such as thoao
involving ingredients or mixtures of ingredients of particular importance
to the consumer for monetary or other reasons, it might be desirable to
indicat: the percentares of some or all of the ingredients, particularly
if the absence of such a declaration would lead to fraud or deception.

Declaration of Components of Ingredients

15. The Committee declded that it would be desirable to obtain more
information regarding the listing of components of ingredients on food
labels., Accordingly, the Commitiee recommended that Governments should
again be invited to comment on the question of the listing of components
of ingredients. At the same time, Governments should indicate the reasons
behind their suggestions.

Class Names

16. The Committee conaidered the relevant provisions of the General
Standard for Iabelling of Prepackaged Foods and had before it the Report
of the Second Scusicn of the Food Labelling Cormittee (ALINORM 66/22)

in which a number of examples of acceptable class names were listed., In
addition, a number of Governments had submitted their views on this matter,

17. After considerable discussion, the Committee decided that the only
clagss nemes which were acceptable to the Committee at this time were starch,
herbs, spices, vegetable gums, flavours and colours. The Committee agreed
to request the Codex Committee on Fats and Oils to propose class names for
fats end oils when used as ingredients in foods, The Committee also agreed
to consider other c¢lass names when more information became available, and
that when a class name was agreed upon for substances which were subject

to endorsement by the Codex Committee on Food Additives or other general
Codox Committees, only those ingredients listed within the defined clasa
could he declared in this way.

18, The Delegate of Japan asked that the clags names being considered
by the Codex Cominittee on Food Additives include the names "anti-crystallize
apenta" and "chemical ceaconings.” )

19, Following a diccussion of the use of the terms "natural" and
"artificial,” the Committee deciced to invite the Codex Committee on Food
Additives to express its views as to the possibility of making a scientifiec
distinction between "natural" and "artificial" eolours and flavours,

Deelorstion of Added Yater

20, The Comnittee agrced to the wording of the statement contained in
the Ceneral Standard for Labelling of Prepackaged Foods regarding the
declaration of added water,
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Not_Contents

21, The Cornittre had before it a statement dealing with net < ntents
as found in the General Ctandard for Labellirg of Prepacknged I'ocds
prepared at the Second leeting of this Committee. Some diseunsion took
place recarding the net content declaraticn on foods where unavoidable
moisture changes ocecur. The Committee concluded that, in gencral, the
declared net content be precent at the tim2 of retail sale, The Committee
recognized, however, that there were a numher of products for which
exceptions may be required. The Committce, therefore, recommended that
tho Codnx Cormodity Committess be invited to sugpest thoce foods which
migh% vary in weipht from that declared on the label at their time of
retail scale because of the nature of the product,

22, The Delegzate of Japan expressed the view that the net content to be
declarced on the lebel of frozen foods covered with a glaze, should be th
net weight of the frozen food exclusive of the glaze, The Committee agreed
with this point of view., The Committee further agrecd to draw this matter
to the attention of the appropriate Codex Commodity Comnitilees.

23, The Committee also considered the question of a "drained weight"
declaration on ecertain food items, The Cormittee noted that Codex
Commodity Committees are already giving consideration to the question of
minimum drained weight requirements in the preparation of certain commodity
stzndards, The Delegates of Demmark and Poland expressed the view that
drained weisht should be declared on all feod products pacltied in liquid
media,

24, In reply to the quention rajised by the Delegate of Denmark regarding
the method to be used in determining the net content, it was pointed out
that this matter was being considered by the Codex Committee on liethods

of Analycis and Sampling,

25, The Committec noted the recommendation of the Executive Committe
of the Commission that, in all Codex Standards, where tle metriec system
is uced the measurements sbould be in S.I, Units, ?

Name_and Address

26. Some delegations questioned the extent to which the address of th
party responsible for the product should be declared on the label, The
Cormittce considered that this section of the General Standard for Labelling
of Prepackaged Foods did not require amendment and it would be necessary to
have an address on the label which would be sufficiently complete to enable
anyone Lo conizet the party nared,

Country of Origrin

27, The Committee agreed that all prepackaged foods should bear a state
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ment of the _country of origin sxcept when manufactured and sold within
the country of origin. VYhen processing sufficient to chanre the nature
of a food is perfoimed 1n a second country, then the name of the country
in which the processing is performed wouid be considerad the country of
oririn., The Committee ancnded the Genernl Gtandard for Labelling of
Prepackaged Foods accordingly.

23, Thn Delegnte of the Netherrlanda was of tha view that the original
wordling of the Goeneral Standard for Labolling of FPreprckagerd Foods did
not Tequirs amendmont.

Fooda for Sparial Dietary Purposes

29, The Committee agreed to retain the present text contained in the
Guidelines draling with special dietary foods, The Committee noted that
the Codox Committee on Dietetic Foods would be submitting labelling
proposals for endorscment by the Iabelling Committee. Among many state—
ments of detail made by delegations, the Delegate of Poland waz of the
opinion thrt quantities of added or eliminated substances which result
in a special value of the food ghiould alas ha Aeclared., The Labelling
Committee recommended that the Codex Committee on Dietetie Foods should
pay particular attention in its proposals to the labelling of thosge
special dietary foods where the addition or removal of substances
resulted in the food having speclal properties, Such properties should
be declared in order to inform the consumer of the true nature of the .
food,

Presentation of Mrndatory Information

30. Conslderablae discussion took place regarding the statement contained
in the General Standard for Labelling of Prepackaged Foods dealing with the
precentation of mendatory information. The Committee agreed that a sentence
shouid be addad to this statement to the effeect that when a container is
covered with a wrapper, the wrapper should carry the necessnry information,
or the Iabkel on tin container siould be readily legible through the outer
wrapper or not obscured by it.

Optional Tahelling

31, The Cormittes also agreed that any information or pictorial device
may ba used on a label provided that it is not in confliet with the
mandatory requirements nor would mislead or deceive the consumer in any
way. The Comuities further agreed that no food should be described on a
label by worus, pictorial or other devices which are sugpestive of another
product with which the food might be confused,

Size of Twng

32, Some delegations suggested that a minimum size of type should be
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required for the presontation of the mandatory information. Other delega-
tions, however, wera of the opinion that if the information on a label
were presented in a clear, prominent and readily legible menner, it should
not be necessary to specify a minimum size of type.

33, Sinco some countries have laws dealing with this subject, the
Committee asked that the FAQ Secretariat prepare 4 paper on "size of type
for mandatory information™ after consulting the legislation of a number
of countries on this matter.

1abel Statements for Foods having Special Requirements for Storare and
Preparation

34 While some delegations considered that the General Standard for
Labelling of Prepackaged Foods should contain a statement dealing with
the labelling aapecls of foods noeding spacial handling, stornge and
preparation requirements, the Committee decided that such a slatement
ghould not be uritten into the General Standard for Labelling of
Prepackaged Foods at this time because individual products need special
consideration.

35. The Committes mgreed to bring to the attention of the Codex
Commodity Committees the need to consider the special labelling for those
foods which require special handling, storage, transport or preparation.

Date Marking

36. The Committee had before it a document prepared by the International
Organization of Consumera' Uniong recommending that the expiry date and
date of mamufacture be marked on certain categories of food. OSome delega-
tions supported this recommendation, The Delegate of Japan informed the
Committee that in his country certain foods were required to bear the

date of manufacture and expressed the view that this requirement should
be adopted in Codex Standards. Other delegations, however, expressed the
view that for many foods, date marking, whether expiry date or date of
manufacture, might prove to be a disadvantage to the consumer aa it might
lead to a false senze of security or to higher pricea, These delegations
also considercd that there were factors, other than perishability and
storage 1life, which neaded to be taken into conaideration in connection
with date marking.

37. The Committee recommended that Codex Commodity Committees, when
elaborating standards for perishable foods, should consider, in the
interests of protmction of the consumer, the need for such foods to bear
an explry date after which time the fnod should not he congumed. The
Committen stressed the need for gound scisnbific jnstifications for the
ugse of expiry dates.
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Disposition of General Standard for Labelling of Prepackamed Foods -

a3, The Comiittee agread that, the General Standard for Labelling of
Prepackapged Foods should go to the Commission at Step 5.

Codex Committee on Fish and Fishery Products

39. The Committes sonsidered the labelllng matters referred to it by
the Codnx Cormitten on Fish and Fishery Products (ALINORM 66/13), With
regard to the Marking and Labelling statements to he found in the
Provisinnal Standard on Frozen Fillets of Cod and Uaddock, the Committee
decided that these statements were generally acceptaoble, The Committee
did wish, howevsar, to draw the attention of the Codox Committee on Fish
and Fishery Products to the facts (1) that if glaze were present on the
product, then the_net weicht declaratlion should be exclusive of the
woight of tha glaze, and (11) that ecoding which would include the lot
and day, a3 well as the month and year, ashould bs encouraged.

40. The Committea noted that in the Proposed Draft Provisional Standards
for fish products and in aimilar standards for other foods, no distinction
was made betwoen prepackaged foods and bulk products which may never

appear in the rotail trade., The Committea agreed that the Codex Commodity
Committens should ba invited to comment on need for such a distinctlon.

Tha problem of labelling bulk products might require consideration by the
Labelling Comaittee at a future meeting, The Committee further noted !
that the presnnt title of the lahelling requirament reads "General Standard
for Labelling of Propackaged Fooda," wiiieh automatically exeluded bulk

foods from its provision.

41, With regard to the Marking and Labelling mattera contained in the
Proposed Standard for Frozen Gutted Pacific 3almon, the Committee decided
to suggest to the Fish and Fishery Products Committee that it might wish
to qualify the expreossion "net weight of contents" by the words "exclusive
of glaze" if the product contains glaze.

42, The Committes also wished to draw the attention of the Fish and
Fishery Froduets Committee to the fact that there was no reference to
date marking or coding in the Frozen Salmon Standard. The Committes
folt that such a reference should appear, ta'ing into acecount the
provisions of paragraph 39, item (ii), above,

43. With regard to the Provisional Standard for Canned Pacific Salmon,
the Committes decided that the substance of the Marking and lLabelling
roquirements was satisfactory, but that the layout of this information
should be in conformity with the Codex format,

Joint =CE/Codex Alimentariug Group of Fxpearts on the Standardization
of Tnick (Deap) Frozen Foods

NP The Committen examined the labelling matters of the Geneoral
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Standard for Frozen Foods, and arread that the substance of this

Standard was satisfactory, noting the provision thnt epecisl labnlling
requirements for the sterage, handling and preparation of frozen products
should be insarted in frozen food standards.

L5. The Committee considered the labelling reqnirements for straw-
berries and qulck {daep) frozen peas and made the following commenta:

Strawberries. There should be a clenrer definition of "free-
flowing" and & clanrer indication of what was involved in the
labolling provision on "size-grading.”

Quick (Deep) Frozen Peas. There should be a elearer definition
of "seasoning" and the nomenclaturo which is to be employed on
the lahel in respect of Quick (Deep) Frozen Teas shonld be
stated clearly in thoe Snpglish text in accordanee with the
comaon practice in Snglish-speaking countries,

46, The Gommittea further agreed that the labelling provisions of
these standards siiould bo redrafted in accordance with the Codex format.

Codex Cormmittee on Fats and Nils

47, In eonsidering the labelling requirements appearing in the General
Standards for Edibln Cils and Fats Not Covered by Individual Codex
Standards, Appendix II, Codox/Fats and Oils/Report IV, the Committee agresd
that paragraph 5.2 should be reworded to make it clear that names such as

( "adible o0il" and "galad oil" should not mislead the consumer,

A8, The Delegate of I'rance stated that, in hls view, the term "salad
011" should be rejected as it is applied to certain mixtures of oils,
Bven where the baezt o0ils are used, the tarm "salad oil" seams to indicat
that there is a superior quality to a mixture of olls that are of varied
composition and nobt subject to any individual standard., The Delegate of
France considered that the appropriate term to be used for such oils
would be "edible o0ils" or "frying oils.”

49. In view of the comments by the Delagate of France, the Delegate of
the United States cxpressed the opinion that wn oll or mixture of oils
suitable for ardiintendad for use in the preparation of salads may properly
be designated as "Oalad 0i1" with an appropriate lahel declaration of th
name(s) of the oil(s) present in the product.,

50, The Committee was in general agroement with the prineiple of
paragraph 5.3 (Codex/Fats and Oils/Report IV, Appendix I, page 23), but
requested that the FPrts and Qils Committes consider whether it was necessary
to reword this paragraph to indicate clearly what procosses were envisaged.
The Committee also agreed to ask the Fats and 01ls Committee to consider
vhether it was necassary to raword paragraph 5.4 so that the designations
Mrirgin £at" or "virgin oil" would not anply to mixtures.
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51, The Committee endorsed the labelling requirements appearing in the
Standards, Appendices IIT to IV, for soya bean, arachis, cottonseed,
sunflower, rapesead, maizae, sosame ceed and safflower seed oils and for
lard, rendeared pork fat, premier jus and edible tallow.

Margarine

52, The Committen considered the lahelling requirements contained 1in

the Proposed Provisional Standnrd for Margarine al Step 8 as contained

in Appendix XIX to the 2eport of the Fairlh Session of the Codex Committee
on Fats and Qils, Following a decision to delete paragraph 7.3, the
Committee endorsed thn remaining labelling provisionz of the Standard. The
deleted saction rrad as follows: "o reference shall ba made to the
presence of milk fat or butter in marpgarine other than a statement of the
?roportion of milkx fat or bukLter presen’t wvhen this proportion is substantial
[10% of total fat content or moroﬁ."

53. Soma delegations opposed the deletion of this paragraph and took the
view that, since the Standard permitted the addition of butter to margarine
and as there was a possibility that the consumer could be misled about the
nature of the product by certain roferences to the presence of butter in
margarine, a gpecifiec provision controlling such references was essential,

Codax Committee on Sugars

54.. The Committes endorsed the labelling provisions in the Standards
for Glucese Syrup, Dried Glucose Syrup, Dextrose Monohydrate, Dextrose
Anhydrous, Lactose and 3oft Sugars (iAppendleces to Codex/Sugars/Report 1V).
The Committee had no objoction to the format by whicech the types of white
sugar were differentiated in the labelling provisions in the Standard
for Waite Sugar. The first two secbtions of the Standard for Powdered
Sugar were endorsed by the Committee but it considered that paragraph 3
be deleted in view of the fact that antieaking agents would appear on
the label in the list of ingredients, The Committee surrested that the
Codax Comnittee on Sugnrs consider whether it was necessary to require
a snecial declarution of an anticaking azent in addition to listing it
among the ingredients.

Codex Committee on Nacoa Produstz and Choaolnte

55. The Comnittee considered the labelling matters contained in the
Re;or? of the Codnx Commithtee on Cocou Products and Chocolate (ALINORM
67/10),

56, The Committec supnorted the suggestion of a number of delegations
at the Codex Committez on Cocoa Products and Chocolate th-t the presence
of alkalizing a~ronts be declared in appropriate manner on the label.

Tha Deleonte of Jwitsorland, howerer, cxpressed tha view that, 1n his
opinlon, such a declarnbion was nol reqnired,
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57 The Sommitten notad the propecad labelling requiremes'. -
pubtar but desidel to nale no commond pending recaipt of le.i”
requirementa for the oth~r prodiets. !

58. Uith razerd ta tha Stendard for Swactened facoa Powder,
Committen ra~cmmondad that thae Codex "nnni%tﬂm on Gocoa ['ro iirtn
Choeolata ho asial t5 inlieate more ﬂlnquj the nameg Lo Fe used
labols of this produst.

5% With reioard to Sha nther otxndﬂr(,; the fabelling Oommitt

stood that the unmmlllﬂu nn Locon Prndnﬂ'1 nnl Cancolale wonld e

rewriting thase Standards in the light oxwunn Gonaral Standord {
Laballing of Prepackagnd Foods.

Codax Committaoe on Procegsnd Fruits and «qvn,theﬁ

60.  The Committes examinad the lab nlliﬁt provisions in the S|
for Cammed Tomatnes, Cinnad Green Daans anil Yaxed Deans, Cenned
sauce, Cannzd Penshes, Cammed Grapefruit and Canned Coarn, and en

T cocoa
-

i
and
an the

ne under-

or

nndards
*pple-
rorsed
for

the laballing roguirement in all the muqndﬂrdq which were ready
conasldaration by thne Counmission at Step O, In endorsing thesa )
prorizions, the Commlttrc comnented as follews:

Carnad Tomatoen. Tn conncetion with eannaed tomatoms, th
dﬂle"&uxon of the United States wam of the oplnion that
dlce] tomatnes would probably not deet. the drained woeis
requirement of 50;7; (») the statessnt on type of pacl,
as solid paci, should be mandatory, and (e¢) when residna
material has beon nsed as the paciing medium, this shoul
be a mandatory deselaration.

Canned Arplesaica, In the caan of cannad applenauce, th
GCommitber was of the opinion that pararraph 7.2, relative
to colouring mabler, wns not preeide enough. The delegat]
of tha Unit~l 8'abas nprreed to c01$ndor thin point and t
rocomaond a new vording wion this Standurd is conaidered
the next sassion of the Codex Co“11,o,nn.

Crmnad Corn.  Conearning Lhe Standird or innned Corn, th
dolecntion of th2 Imihted States oxurﬂs wed Lhe opinien tha
the colour resimnaiion "yollow' or "cold »" sheuld appeay
13 a mindatary oorh of the lahnl;Lm. 2t rementa whon ar
priate,
\
61, In coannetinn with all the siza req iirements desec. lbed in
labelling provisions of thase t*ndnruu, the Com-itLtee ﬁ*rned tl
declaration of the maalmnreneny in inshac ghould ta permitted as
alternative So the Jcelavation nf s .:wﬂuremnn in millimetre
when the mearurcarsnt In inches is nrs ihhe dmporting country,
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62, The Committee endorsed ths labelling provisions of the Standard i
for Canned Asparagus. The Committee was also of the opinion that the

provision on lahelling in the Standard for Canned lMushrooms was

satisfartory.

Join% TOE/Codex AlimenSarius Gronp of Zyparts on the Standardization
of Fruith Tuices

63, The Committee decidad te refer the lahelling cections of the
Standerds on Fruit Julices bhacl: to the Joint CGroup for redrafting accord-
ing to the Codex format. UWith rcorard Lo the specific question of the
appropriate manner in which to dncluve ancorbie acid whon used as an
antioxldant, the Commilienr agreed Lhat under these circumstances it should
be referred to as "ascorbic acid" and not as "vitamin C,"

Codex Committec on_Risietie Foods

64. In view of the fact that the delinilion of dietetic foods upon
which the labelling requirements depend bad been questioned by the
Joint FAO/Wil0 Expert Commilter on lubrition, and that the Guidelines
were still at an enrly stage of development, the Committee agreed to
defer consideration of thia ilem,

Date and Place of Kext leching

65, The Committen connidered a possible dnte for the next meeting in
the 1light of the prospretive meeting of the Cormission in February, 1968,
and noted that if the General Standard for Labelling of Prepackaged Foods
vere to be considored at the maeating next year after having been sent out
to Governments for corments, the menting might be held in July., One
delegation pointed ouf that it might be poznible to hold a meeting in
April, 196€, in conjuncition with Codex meetings in Washington, if the
General Standard for Labelling of Prepacksged Foods were not to be
considered, but thut other matters micht be talen up at that time,

These proposals were only Lentabive znd would necd to he conaidered in
the lisbt of the schedule of mectings of all Codex Committees during 1968.
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METITY L
JOINT FANADID ALTMENTARIUS COMMLUUION
GENERAL STANDARD FCR_LARKLLING o;F CREPLCKAGED #0000
Definition of Terms
1. For the purpose of thia Standard:

(a) m™label" includes any tag, brand, mark, pictsriel ar
other descriptive matter, wrlt&en, printed, #‘e*”3173d,
marked, embossed or imwmg;* by,
container of food;

(b) "labelling" includes the 1abal‘and any writt~n, printed
or graphic matter relating to mnd accompany I ng the foed;

(e) ncontainer" means any form of’packaging of fcod for Bale
as a single item, whether by completely or partially
enclosing the food, and ineludes vrappers and confinfng
bands;

(d) "prepackaged™ means packagod dr made up in advance,
ready for retail sale in a container;

() ™ingredient” means any substance used in t!'» manufacture
or preparation of a food and present in the final groduct.

{ . ' * -
Labelling of Prepackaged Foods
2, The labels of all prepackaged food shall bear the information

required by sections 2.1 to 2,7 below, a3 applicalble fe the foo
labelled, except to the extent otherwise ﬁxpreﬂsly provided in
Codex Otandard,

2.1 The name of the food:

The name should indicste the trun naturs of the
and nomally be gpecific and not generic., Where n ns
names have been established for a food in a Codnx StA
at least one of these names shall be used, In othar
a common or usual name shall be used, if nne «ists,
no common name exists, an approprxate desariptive na

:

keing
specific

food

ime o

ndard,
rares,
Where
)

should be used. A "eoined" or “fanﬂifﬁ*“ ngmg, Rhowey
may he uged ‘
h ropriately descriptiv:
"the food i3 obvious withoub au

A%

]

oer,

ympanied
yre of
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2.2 List of ingredients: —

(1) A_complete list of ingredients shall be declared
on the label in descending order of proportion,
except

(a) az o*herwise provided in a Codex Standard;

(b) in tha czss of other foods listed by the
Cemminsion where an exemption from a declaration
of ingredients would not be prejudicial to the
interests of the consumer, or

(¢) in the case of dehydrated foods whiech are
intended to be reconstituted by the addition
of wsiter, “he ingredients may ke listed in
order of proporticn in the reconstituted
product, provided the iist of ingredients
is hoaded by a statement such as "ingredients
vhen reconstituted.”

(11) Vhere arn ingredient of a food has more than one
gomponent, the names of the components shall be
specified, except

. ' (a) where the ingredient is a product for which
a Codex Standard has been established, or

(b) in the case of other ingredients, vwhere such
ingredients are listed by the Commission.

(141) A specific name shall be used for the declaration
of ingredients except that the class titles
listed by the Commission may be used to describe
a particular group of ingredients in a compound
food, The following is a pertial list of such
class names: starch, herbs, spices, vegetabhle
gums, colours and flavours.

(iv) Added water shall be declared in the 1ist of
ingredients 1f such a declarstion would resylt
in a better understanding by the consumer of
the product's composition, except when the
water forms part of an ingredient such as brine,
syrup or broth used in a compound food.

2.3 Net contents:

A correct declaration of the net contents in either
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the metric (S.I, Units) or aveirdupois, or toth, sysinms
of measurements as required by the counlry in which the
food is 80ld must be made by volupe [or 1iqnid foeds, by
weight for s8olids, by either weight or volume for semi-
g0lid or viscous fonds, snd by count for thore foods
usually sold by number. ¢oods packed in a ligquid medium
normally discarded befors e nsumption should earry a
declaration of tho drninsd usight of the food,

2,4 Name and address:

The name and addrsss of the manufacturer, packer,
distributor, importer, exporter or vendor of the food
shall be declared. ,

2.5 Country of origin:

The country of oricin of a {nod shall be declared
except that foods go0ld within the country of origin need
not declare the country of origin, When a focd undergoes
processing in a second country which changes its nature,
the country in which the procegsing is performed shall be
considered to be the country of origin for the purposes
of labelling. - ,

2.6 Irradiated foods:

, , Foods which have been treated with ionizing radiation
. shall be 50 designated.

2,7 Foods for special dietary purposes:

In the case of a food offered for a special dietary
purpose, including foods for which claims for vitamin or
mineral content are made, the facts required to demonstrate
the suitability of the food for the purprse shall be
included on the label,

2,8 Presontation of mandatory inforn.t.on:

Statements required to appear on the label by virtue
of this Standard or any other Codex Standard shall be clear,
prominent_and readily legible by the consumer undar normal
conditions of purchase and use, Such information shell not
be ohscured by deaizns or by other_written, ) ‘inted or
graphic matter and shall be in eonbruasbing: solour to that
of the background. ‘here th> contsiner is covered by a
wrapper, the wrapper should carry the necessary information,
or_the label on the container should be readily Tegible ™~
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through the outer_wrapper. cr not ohseured by ite In
general, the name and net rontents of toe food shall
appear on that portion of tha label permally irterded
to be presented to the gonmsyner at Lhe time of cale,

2,9 lLapguage:

ASI 00002031

The language used Tor Luo declarpbtion of the state-
ments referred to in parzgraph 2,0 should te a language
acceptable to the country ir whicvii (he Foed i’ in'aended
for sale, If the language- > the criginal label i3 not
acceptable, a supplementary label ceortaining the mandatory
information in an acceptah!e language may te used instead
of relabelling,

Grade desipnations:

If grade desipgnations are used, they should be readily
understandable, of uniform nomenclature and ncl be mis-
leading or deceptive in any way.

Labelling including optional labellingm:

Any information or pictorial device may be displayed
in labelling provided that it is not in coniliel with the
mandatory requirement nor would mislead or deceive the
consumer in any way whatsoever in respaect of the food,

No food shall be described or presenied on any label
or in any labelling by words, plelorial or uther devices
which refer to or are suggestive of, eithor divectly or
indirectly, of any other precdiuct wilh which ruch Food
might be confunsed, or in such a munner as to lead the
purchaser or consumer to supprose that the food is or is
connected with such other product.

Additional requirements for specific "rodu:

Nothing in this Standard shall p- ‘'uan the adoption
of additional provisions in a Codex 3tac” . J, 1n respect
of labelling, where the circumstznces of n particular food

-would justify their incorporation in thau Standard,




