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INSIDE THE WEST WING -- "As Trump Weighs Shake-Up, He Faces Recruiting
Challenge," by NYT's Peter Baker and Maggie Haberman: "[T]alks with two former
advisers, Corey Lewandowski and David N. Bossie, about joining the White House staff
[have grown] more complicated. Mr. Bossie ... signaled that he does not plan to join
the staff, citing family concerns, one person close to the discussions said Tuesday. ...
Whether Mr. Trump will actually reorganize his White House team remained
uncertain.

"He has often talked about expelling people from his orbit, only to decide not to, as
he did with Stephen K. Bannon, his chief strategist, a few weeks ago. Seemingly
reinvigorated, Mr. Bannon is now among those leading the effort to convince the
president that he needs to overhaul his operation to focus more intensely on the
nationalist policy goals that animated his candidacy. ... The president has joked
repeatedly with [Reince] Priebus, whose mother is of Greek descent, that he would
send him to Athens as ambassador to Greece. Speculation grew last week when a list of
ambassadors was compiled at Mr. Priebus's request, and the Athens position was left
blank, officials said." http://nyti.ms/2sl95Gi

POLITICO STARS ANDREW RESTUCCIA and JOSH DAWSEY: "Russia probe
scares off potential appointees": "Four people who work closely with prospective
nominees told POLITICO that some potential hires are having second thoughts about
trying to land executive branch appointments as federal and congressional
investigations threaten to pose a serious distraction to Trump's agenda. ... According to
the nonpartisan Partnership for Public Service, the White House has announced
nominees for just 117 of the 559 most important Senate-confirmed positions."
http://politi.co/2rDE8Rd

-- WHO REPLACES MIKE DUBKE?: Communications director to President Donald
Trump is a nearly impossible job. Setting a message for a man who could undermine it
with a tweet is not a terribly appealing job to the top communicators in D.C., many of
them tell us. Who should get the job? Drop us a line, we'll be publishing a round of
ideas in the coming Playbooks.

DEADLINE WATCH -- PRESIDENT TRUMP must decide by tomorrow whether he
will move the U.S. embassy from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem. He can sign a six-month
waiver to keep the embassy in Tel Aviv while he continues to seek Middle East peace.
He can also extend the waiver while signaling his intent to move it eventually. That's
what we hear he'll do.
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