
Co py to  D r . Mach ie

A p r i l  2 9 , 19ÌA

Mr . Ha r r y  Ka le y
E t h y l  Ga s o lin e  Co r p o r a t io n
Ch r y s le r  B u i ld in g
Hew Yo r k  C i t y
Hew Yo r k

Dear  Ha r r y*

I  am s e n d in g you  h e r e w it h  
a  memorandum g iv e n  me b y D r . Sc h r a d in , w h ich  I  
b e l ie v e  i s  s e l f- e x p la n a t o r y . However  I  c a l l  you r  
a t t e n t io n  s p e o i f i o a l ly  to  th e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  s a le s ­
m an, D. H . E ld e r , who i s  m en t ion e d  in  t h is  memorandum, 
i s  t h e  same man t h a t  was exam in ed  by D r . Machle» in 
De n ve r , and  was f u l l y  in fo r m e d  a t  t h a t  t im e  o f th e  
d a n ge r s  a s s o c ia t e d  w it h  h a n d lin g  t h e  p r o d u ct  c a r e ­
l e s s l y . T h is  same chap  i s  now e n ga ge d  in  a s s u r in g  
p e r s o n s  t o  whom ha p e d d le s  h is  sam p les t h a t  t h e r e  
i s  l i t t l e  o r  no d an ger  in v o lv e d  in  d e a l in g  w it h  
th e  m a t e r ia l .

a
I t  i s  o b v io u s ly*so m e w h a t  

t i c k l i s h  p r ob lem  t o  h a n d le  t h is  s i t u a t io n  w it h  
cu s tom e r s  o f  th e  Co r p o r a t io n , an d  y e t  I  t h in k  
i t  i s  n a o e s s a r y  t o  c a l l  t h is  m a t t e r  t o  t h e  a t t e n t ion  
o f  D iv is io n  Ma n a ge r s , so  t h a t  in  th e  co u r s e  o f  t h e ir  
co n v e r s a t io n  w it h  e x e c u t iv e s  o f  t h e i r  cu s tom e r  com -, 
p a n ie s , t h e y  w i l l  p o in t  o u t  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  t h is 
typ e  o f  s a le s  a p p r o a ch  an d  warn  t h e i r  p e o p le  a g a in st  

s • a c c e p t in g  th e  s t a t e m e n t s  o f  su ch  sa le sm e n  t h a t
p r o d u ct s  o f  t h is  k in d  ca n  be h a n d le d  w it h o u t  d a n g e r.
I t  I s  n o t h in g  s h o r t  o f  a s t o n is h in g  t o  me t h a t  t h e  
ch e m is t  in  t h is  ca s e  a cce p t e d  t h e  word o f  E ld e r  
t h a t  h e  co u ld  h a n d le  th e  sam p le  w it h o u t  d a n ge r .
The fa c t  t h a t  t h is  h a s  o ccu r r e d  i s  p r o o f t h a t  i t  
i s  l i k e l y  t o  happ en  a g a in , and  we s h o u ld  c e r t a in ly  
do e v e r y t h in g  we ca n  to  warn  p e o p le  who may come 
in  c o n t a c t  w it h  i t  o f  the d a n ge r s  t h a t  a r e  in v o lv e d,

I  t h in k  t h a t  in  t h is  p a r t i c u la r  
in s t a n c e  Mr . Sh an k o r  one o f  h is  men sh ou ld  v i s i t  th e  
Ch a m p lln  R e fin in g  Company a t  E n id , t o  make s u r e  w hether
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o r  n o t  t h e y  h ave  d is p o s e d  o f  t h e  m a t e r ia l  w h ich  t h ey  
have  on h a n d , an d  to  ch e ck  wi t h  r e fe r e n c e  t o  t h e ir  
s a fe  h a n d lin g  o f  w h a teve r  may be  in  t h e i r  p o s s e s s ion .

I  have fo r w a r d e d  a  sam p le o f 
t h is  m a t e r ia l  to  Dr . Ca l in g a e r t  fo r  su ch  o b s e r v a t ion s  
a s  he may w ish  to  m ake . Ac c o r d in g ly , any in fo m a t io n 
w h ich  you  may w ish  a s  to  th e  co m p o s it io n  o f  t h e  samp le 
ca n  be o b t a in e d  fr om  h im . No d ou b t  we s h a l l  h e a r  from  
h im , and  I  w i l l  fo r w a r d  an y in fo r m a t io n  o b t a in e d  t o 
y o u .

Ve r y t r u ly  y o u r s ,

RAKsis Ro b e r t  A. Ke h o e , M.D.
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Sam ple o f  Sip o  ( S i le n t  Pow er ) o b t a in e d  A p r i l  2 , 19 ip . fr om  
c h ie f  ch e m is t  o f C h a p l i n  R e fin in g  Com pany, E n id , Oklah om a .

A ft e r  m akin g r o u t in e  m e d ica l e xa m in a t io n s  o f  th e  

b le n d e r s  a t  above p la n t , th e  h a n d lin g  o f  co n ce n t r a te d  f l u i d  in  

t h e  La b o r a t o r y  was d is cu s s e d  w it h  Mr . Ch a m p lin , th e  c h ie f  ch e m is t . 

Wh ile  t h e  u s u a l l i t e r  can  o f f l u i d  o b t a in e d  fo r  E t hy l Ga s o lin e  

Co r p o r a t io n  was k e p t  in  th e  h o o d , i t  was le a r n e d  t h at  t h e y  h a d  

some a d d i t io n a l  f l u i d  w h ich  h ad  veen  s e n t  t o  them fo r  com p a r i­

son  and e xp e r im e n t a l work w it h  th e  id e a  o f p r o v id ing  f l u i d  fo r  

com m er cia l u se  in  the fu t u r e . T h is  f l u i d  w h ich  was in  two t in  

g a l lo n  can s and s im i la r  t o  v a r n is h  can s w it h  s cr e w  c a p s , was on 

th e  la b o r a t o r y  f l o o r . I t  h ad  b e e n  d e l iv e r e d  a  few  weeks e a r l i e r  

b y a  D. H . E ld e r , C. A, Joh n so n  B u i ld in g , De n ve r , Co lo r a d o  t o  t h e  

com pany’s o f f i c e  in  En id  in  no o t h e r  c o v e r in g , an d  t h e  ca n s  co n ­

t a in e d  no la b e l  a s  t o  t h e i r  co n t e n t s  b u t  e a ch  h ad  a t a g  on i t
j  ■  . ,

w it h  t h e  above name o f th e  s a le s m a n .

Acco r d in g  t o  t h e  ch e m is t * t h e  f l u i d  was d e s c r ib e d  as  

f i f t y  p e r  ce n t  t e t r a e t h y l  le a d  in  a  c a r r ie r  t o  w h ich  dye h ad  

b ee n  a d d e d . I t  was d e s cr ib e d  a s  b e in g  s u p e r io r  t o  t he  f l u i d  

m ar ke ted  b y t h e  E t h y l Ga s o lin e  Co r p o r a t io n  in  t h a t  i t  was so 

t r e a t e d  in  b le n d in g  t h a t  i t  was r e la t i v e l y  much le ss  h a r m fu l 

and co u ld  be h a n d le d  w it h o u t  t a k in g  a l l  o f  t h e  u s u al p r e c a u t io n s . 

However  i t  was s u p p o s e d ly  o f  e q u a l v a lu e  a s  an  a n t i-k n o c k  compound 

a s  th e  f l u i d  t h e y  were now u s in g . On in q u ir in g  a s  to  i t s  c o s t , 

i t  wqs t o  c o s t  a p p r o x im a t e ly  f i v e  d o l la r s  p e r  g a l lon  and a cco r d in g  

t o  the c h e m is t , t h is  was fo r  t h e  le a d  co n t e n t  and  no t  t h e  b le n d e d  

TEL. He h ad  no kn ow led ge as t o  where i t  was m a n u fa ct u r e d  an d  d id  

n o t  know t h e  s a le s m a n . He s t a t e d , h ow e ve r , he  had  ru n  sam p les o f
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t h e  f l u i d  in  g a s o lin e  a lo n g  w it h  sam p les u s in g  th e  la b o r a t o r y  

f l u i d  o b t a in e d  fr om  the E t h y l Ga s o lin e  Co r p o r a t io n  and  fou n d  

i t  a b o u t  e q u a l in  a n t i-k n o c k  v a lu e .

à  sam p le o f th e  f l u i d  was o b t a in e d  fr om  one o f  th e  

ca n s  and  I  was in t e r e s t e d  In  s e e in g  how he h a n d le d  i t .  He 

p ou r ed  i t  fr om  th e  ca n  in t o  th e  fo u r  ou n ce  b o t t le  on one o f th e  

la b o r a t o r y  d e s k s , u s in g  a g la s s  fu n n e l and t o o k  no p r e ca u t io n s  

a3 to  va p o r s  or  p o s s ib le  s p i l l s . No g lo v e s  were u sed  and  he 

s m e lle d  i t ,  i n v i t i n g  me to  s m e ll i t  t o  see  i f  a  b e nzo l od or  

co u ld  be d e t e c t e d .

The f l u i d  had  a p p a r e n t ly  s t r a t i f i e d  in  th e  ca n  and  he 

sh ook i t  b e fo r e  o b t a in in g  th e  s a m p le . He s a id  i t  had a ls o  

ch an ged  co lo n  s in c e  he u se d  i t  a few  weeks e a r l i e r . At  t h a t  

t im e i t  was much l i g h t e r  i n  c o lo r , s im i la r  t o  t h e  or d in a r y  

y e llo w  f l u i d  t h o y  had  b een  U3 in g .

He was w arned a s  t o  th e  d a n ge r s  in v o lv e d  in  h a n d ling  

th e  f l u i d  a s  he d id , and p r om ise d  t o  d is p o s e  o f  th e two ca n s  

o f f l u i d  in  a  p r o p e r  m an n er .

The ab ove  was n o t  d is cu s s e d  w it h  H r . E . J .  S la t e r , 

t h e  r e f in e r y  s u p e r in t e n d e n t  who was b u s y , and t o  my kn ow led ge 

he does n o t  know t h a t  I  o b t a in e d  t h e  s a m p le , a lt h o u gh  I  am 

su r e  ha w ou ld  ha\ ',o no o b je c t io n s .

Sig n e d : L . J .  So h r a d in , M.D.
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