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' Stall Wriler taken ~from  (he Hudson
_.~TRiver, especially striped

-~ JUDSON FALLS < Tacas

1% Hart, general manages of
* the General Eleetrie plants

in Budson Fadls und Fort

Edward said news slaries
1 coneerning GE's discharge
T of FCBs into the Hudson
+ ftiver have failed lo mention
.. the typeal PCH.

PCHs or polychlorinated
biphenyls s a group of
chemical compounds vsed
. In the manufacture of

capacilors.

Nari. said the veh

General Electric now uses
* and discharges al the rate of
aboul five gallons per day
. into the Hudson is described

« by the number N8,
* "He explained that PCH
1016 is 99 per cent

biodegradable and has not
been the type of PCBs found
in the striped bass and other
Tish 1aken Jrom the Hudson

River.

GF: has used this PCB 1016
" since Oclober, 1874, Harl
t sald. Belore that, when the
i environmental threal of
1:CHs was nol known. a PCR i
of about 93 per cent
blodtg{udlblll\y was used
by G .

y GE.

. Other types of PCRs —
and Harl said there were
many -- have exiremely
Jarge concentrations of the
non-biodegradable elements
.+ In them and remain in the
" environment a very long
. time. Monsanto is the only

maker of PCBs, he said.
v 'The state Department of
'Environmental Con
secvatlon (EnCon), in
reviewing recent findings of
‘the Environmental
Prolection Agency, noted
< that cerlain species of '°"f'
lifed Hudson River Tish in
the Glons Fahls ares showed
hi, l&crlhm sllowed Jevels of

5.
EnCon Commissioner

_Ogden Reid then issued '
v e

e

st

bn;s and “other " long-ifed
1sh.

tn the Sept. 1 issuc of
Sports 1Hustrated, the
magazine's lead story by
Robert 11. Royle, enlitled
“Poisoncd Fish, Trouvbled
Waters,”  discussed he
PCBs problem noting thl
General Electric has been
dumping an average of 30
ounds of PCIs into the
tudson per day since 1971,

Boyle claimed this was
“the largest nonaccidental
release of Lhese poisons yet
discovered In the U.S. and
possibly the world,"

Harl, in answer to the
statements noted thal GE
has reduced discharges
from something like 30
pounds per day earlier inthe
year to less than five gallons
per day now.

Hari's major poinls were
these:
~ GE has changed to a
(Please turnto PCB, page ®)
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BJ); of more bivdegiadahle

- The PC8 discharge
from GE into the Hudson
has been lowered and the
company is {rying to even
ccrease this five galion per
day discharge from bolh
plaots,

-~ GE technicians and
are conslantly

Tooking for an en.

" virgnmeutatly (100 per cent)

sound replacement for
PCBs as it )5 used In the

manufacture of capacitors.
he Hudson Falls GE

lant depends on 1'Cls for
ulh capacilor manufaclure
and somefime {ransformer
manwacture

PCBs - aclear, woterlike
liquid -~ is presently the
mosl desirable type of
compound for use in soaking
capacitors because of its
high stress levels and non-
flamible nature. In order to
have capacitors that
fire-proof. PClis are necded,
he said.

lllpesses Studied

The state Health

“Department in Albany said

Friday that health depart-
m(“,lll personnel
midst of making studies of
illnesses due to PCBs in the
Tludson Falls-Forl Edward
area,

Since the stale has issued
warnings not to eat Hudson
River figh, espetially long-
lifed fish like striped bass,
the Health Department has

- been conducting @ cancer

study aimed at persons
employed at the General
Electric plants in Fost

Edward and Hudson Falls.
Both of the GE plants use

New
Machine

'

[N gun YN

are in the '

PCBs or polychlorinated
h

biphenyls in the .

manufacture of capucilors.

Dr. William Burnet! of the
Health Department’s
cancer burcau, is in charge
of lhe occupational cancer
study that is expected to be
finished sometime this
week.

The health department is
also making a watcr satple
study in the Hudson River.

Tests have shown that
PCBs cause cancer in rats

and linesses in humans
when ingested in large
quantities.
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“Spdrts  lustrated
story  noted  that when
ingested in large doses,
(PCIS) cause m Iriages
andstilibitths
Hart said that he teltie
type of PCBs GE i3 now
ischarging info the Hudwon
were nol endangering the
environment. He added that
he admuted thal 1t would
tuke time for the PCHy
residuc now in the river to
disappear. He said it is the
older. more non-
biodegradable PClts tht
EPA and EnCon are finding
in higher than allowed levels
in Hudson River fish in the
Fort Edward--Hudson Falls

area.
- Hort said G objrctive in
the PCBs situation 15 to
‘‘obtain & praclical
minimum® in the amount |
uses
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Herb Beadle, of Grecnwich, runs the General Electric
Company's new PCBs injeclor machine located in the
Hudson Falls plant. Company officials Indicate the new

process allows much

less PCBs — a chemical com-

pound ~ from getting into human conlact. PCBs are

picture.
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