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Dear Ms. Spencer:

AN is 2 59 year-old man who worked as an

insulator for approximately 40 years until disability retirement
in June, 1988. He spent almost his entire working life with

Kramig.

Insulators were subject to varying levels of dust exposures
during installation, repair, and/cr remcval of a wide variety of
insulating materials. Many of them contained asbestos. Control
measures of any kind were seldom used in the years prior to 1971
when the OSHAct required them. Even after that, controls were
slowly put in place, and exposures for many continued at levels
which were above those recognized as being safe.

Per:zcnal protection, such as respirators, were cften no¢
supplied, and when they were, worker acceptance was low.
Employers did not always make clear, nor enforce, the ruvquirement
tc wear them. As a result, many workers were exposed at levels
which caused, or could cause, respiratory disease in varying
degreas.

Personal lifestyle habits, particularly smoking, could cause
more saerious disezse to develop than might have otherwise
cccurred. Because of the long latency period from beginning
eXposures to the onset of disease, 1t is difficult to pinpoint
when and where they occurred, and how they contributed to the
development cf the disease.

SN vas, 2nd still is, a heavy smoker. Two different
times are given for his smoking ~ 30 years by one physicaan, 40
vears by the other. Either period is significant from the
standpoint of respiratory disease. His medical report states
that he has both obstructive and restrictive lung disease.
Asbestos dust exposures can cause restrictive disease, but
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obstructive disease is well kxnown to be caused chiefly by
smoking.

Over the many years that he worked in the insulating trade,
was very likely exposed to widely varying levels of

asbestos-containing dust. It is not surprising that he has
developed some disease symptoms. Asbestosis is not an
unambiguous disease to diagnose, however, and care must be taken
to assess cause and effect in proper perspective regarding what
those causes and effects were. X-ray, pulmonary function test
results, and signs and symptoms commonly used in diagnosing
asbestosis are not specific to that disease.

In summary, there is little doubt that N received
measurable exposure to dust containing asbestos and other
materials. There are other aspects to consider, however, and the
exact contribution of each is more a medical matter than an
environmental one.

If I may be of further assistance in this claim, please let
me know.

Sincerely,

-
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James S. Ferquéén, CIH
Industrial Hygienast
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Literature sources used in this 1include:

1. Qccupational Lung Diseases, We:ll & Warick, Marcel
Dekker, Inc., N. Y., 1981

2. Pulmonarv Function Tests in Ciinical and
Occupational Lung Disease, Miller, Grune &
Stratton, JYnc., N. Y. 1986 :

3. Asbestos Related Disease: Difticulties in
Diagnosing Occupationally Related Illness,
Raymond Murphy, M.D., Frontiers in Medicine,
Feb. 10, 1981

4. Federal Register., Vol 57, No. 119, gJune 20, 1386
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I, the undersigned, an employee of the Buréau of Workers' Cozpeasation,
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¢> hereby certify that the microfilm imsages on this reel of microfilm

or cicrofiche are complete and accurate reproductions of the original

e -

- records of the SAFETY+ WYe r iz as accusulated during the

regular course of business, and that it is the established procedure
. of this departzent to microfilm 1ts records for permanent file and to

Lo dispose of the original records after microfilm reproductions have

heen made.
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